












































4 | Operation

The first three Opposition Divisions were cre-
ated in March. Each Division has three mem-
bers who examine the substance of the files
and take decisions, in accordance with Article
127 of the Regulation. They are assisted by
one category B person. who is responsible for
examining the admissibility of the opposition,
the collection of fees and the apportionment
of costs, and by two category C people, who
are responsible for data capture and handling
correspondence. £Each Division is responsible
for processing “its" oppositions from arrival

through to closure.

Each Division is composed in such a way that
alt the languages of the Office are repre-

sented.

A fourth Division was created in October.

Most of the staff of the Opposition Division
have been involved in examining files. in order
to reduce delays. Pragressively, these people
will be campletely reintegrated into the Oppo-

sition Division.

Recruitment has been a key part of the Oppo-
sition Division's activities, since 18 people
began working in the Divisions in 1997. In
December, the total number of staff stood at
30, and seven more people will take up their

posts during the first quarter of 1998.

The Cancellation

Division

/ Preamble

The "Cancellation Divisions™ are responsible
for processing and deciding on applications
for the revocation or declaration of invalidity
of a Community trade mark. Only a trade mark
whose registration has been published can be
the subject of such an application. Since
almost no registrations were published in 1997,
and the few that were published came towards
the end of the year, the Cancellation Divisions

have not, in fact, been operational.

[}

Activities in support of

other services

At first the Cancellation Divisions took part in
all the other important octivities of the Office
and, at the same time, dealt with legal ques-
tions. Members of this Division attended con-
ferences and seminars. Not only did these
meetings enable them to pass on information
to all the specialists present, they also gave
them an opportunity to listen to the opinions of

the Offlce’s custamers.

Until the end of Moy 1997, one of the principal
tasks of the Cancellation Division was to imple-
ment the Office’s programme of in-house train-
ing in the field of Community trade mark law,

its implementation and its economic aspects.
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