
Statistical. Of f i 

¿* 

m 
iV I I I I 

eurostat 



Social portrait of Europe was produced by Eurostat's Directorate for Social and Regional 
Statistics with the help of Directorates-General V (Employment, Industrial Relations and Social 
Affairs), X (Audiovisual, Information, Communication and Culture), XI (Environment, Nuclear 
Safety and Civil Protection), the Task Force for Human Resources and the Office for Official 
Publications of the European Communities. It was coordinated and edited by the Unit 'Syntheses 
of social statistics'. 

Luxembourg: Office for Official Publications of the European Communities, 1991 
ISBN 92-826-1747-5 
Catalogue number: CA-57-89-241-EN-C 

© ECSC-EEC-EAEC, Brussels . Luxembourg, 1991 
Reproduction Is authorized, except for commercial purposes, provided the source is acknowledged. 
Printed in Belgium 



A SOCIAL PORTRAIT OF EUROPE 

At the time of writing these few lines to introduce this new Eurostat 
publication, the world—and Europe in particular—is confronted by events 
whose scope and impact are both uncertain and difficult to gauge. 
The far-reaching changes and improvements in living and working condi­
tions which the European Community hopes to see achieved by the end of 
the century are not immune to outside events capable of disrupting the 
anticipated course of progress. It is therefore all the more important that 
we have at our disposal instruments allowing us to measure accurately the 
various social and economic factors on which the future of Europe 
depends. 
One such basic instrument is this new Eurostat publication, which— 
through an array of statistical indicators—deepens our mutual understand­
ing and paints in bold yet accurate brush-strokes a social portrait of 
Europe. 

Vasso PAPANDREOU 
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), the European Community, with 327 million inhabitants, 
jnest population in the world after China (1135 million) and 

India (853 million). Currently, 6% of the world's population live in the 
Community. In 1950, 10% lived in the Europe of the Twelve, but by 2020, only 
4% of the world's population will live there (1.1). 
The population of the European Community is growing older: in 1988, 62.8 
million (or 19.4%) of its 324 million inhabitants were over 60, while 85 
million—26.3%—were under 20. The 'oldest' countries are Denmark and the 
Federal Republic of Germany. Ireland is the only country that is still 
'young' (1.9). 
The average population density of the European Community is 143 inhabitants 
per km2, but in the most densely populated regions—the most industrialized 
areas, from north-west England to northern Italy and the main capital cities or 
regional capitals—there are more than 350 inhabitants per km (1.15). 
Since the 1960s, fertility in the European Community countries has fallen to 
below generation-replacement level. The total fertility rate for the Community 
as a whole fell from 2.63 children per woman in 1960 to 1.58 in 
1989 (1.18) (1.19). 
For Europeans, life expectancy at birth is one of the highest in the world, with 
women living longer than men: 78.6 years as against 72.0(1.22). 
Since 1960, there has been a spectacular drop in infant mortality, from 34.8 %o 
in 1960 to 8.2% in 1989(1.29) (1.30). 
Eight million foreigners out of a total of 13 million come from countries that 
are not Member States of the Community (1.32). 
More than three-quarters of foreigners in the Community live in the Federal 
Republic of Germany, France and the United Kingdom (1.32). 

1.1. The population of the European Community and the four 
most populous countries in the world 1950, 1990 and 2020 

(Million inhabitants) 
eurostat 

eurostat 



Ξ POPULATION 
POPULATION DYNAMICS 

1.2. Total population dynamics — EUR 12 (1 000) 

270 000 
1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 

Between 1960 and 1990, there was a 
48 million increase in the population 
of the European Community, from 279 
million to 327 million. Over that 
period, the population of all the Com­
munity countries grew, at rates vary­
ing from 9% in Belgium to 31% in 
the Netherlands. Since 1960, the pop­
ulation increase has gradually 
slowed down. 

Rates of natural increase vary con­
siderably from country to country. 
With its old population structure and 
low fertility rate, in 1989 the Federal 
Republic of Germany had a slightly 
negative growth figure—down 16 000 
(-0.3%). Ireland still has the highest 
rate of natural increase in the Com­
munity (5.8%o), although this rate has 
been declining since the start of the 
1980s. Although its birth rate is com­

parable with that of France, the 
United Kingdom has seen a lower 
natural increase owing to its older 
age structure: 120 000 as against 
237 000 in France. 
In 1989, the only two countries with a 
negative net migration figure were 
Ireland and Spain, with the figure for 
Spain being only slightly negative (an 
estimated -0.3%o) but for Ireland 
very high at - 12 .1V 
Two countries have a high positive 
net migration figure: owing to recent 
upheavals in the East European 
countries, the estimate for the Fed­
eral Republic of Germany was 1 mil­
lion ( +16.1 %o), while Luxembourg 
has a rate of .+ 7.4%0, or 2 800 per­
sons. In the other countries, the posi­
tive increase is lower, ranging from 

+ 2.6%o in the Netherlands to +0.6%o 
in Italy. 
In the Federal Republic of Germany 
and in Luxembourg, the impact of 
immigration is higher than the impact 
of natural population movements, to 
give a substantial total increase of 
15.8%o in the Federal Republic of 
Germany and 9.2%o in Luxembourg. 

1.3. Total population dynamics — Member States and EUR 12 (1 000) 

1960 
1965 
1970 
1975 
1980 

1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 

EUR 12 
278 626,6 
292 259,3 
302 989,2 
311276,3 
317 200.8 

321 528,5 
322 324,2 
323167,4 
324 010,7 
325 314,6 
327 065.0 

Β 
9 095,4 
9 414,8 
9 624,6 
9 783,0 
9 843,3 

9 857,7 
9 858,9 
9 864.8 
9 875,7 
9 927,6 
9 947,8 

DK 
4 565,5 
4 741,0 
4 906,9 
5 054,4 
5122,1 

5111,1 
5116,3 
5 124,8 
5 129,3 
5 129,7 
5 135,4 

D 
55 123,4 
58 587,5 
61 194,6 
61991,5 
61 439,3 

61 049,3 
61 020,5 
61 140,5 
61 238,1 
61715,1 
62 700,0 

GR 
8 300,4 
8 528,5 
8 780,4 
8 986,2 
9 587,5 

9 919,5 
9 949,1 
9 978,1 
9 988,9 

10 020,0 
10 046,0 

E 
30 327,0 
31 889,0 
33 603,0 
35 338,0 
37 242,0 

38 423,0 
38 586,0 
38 655,0 
38 736,1 
36 851,9 
38 924,5 

F 
45 464,8 
48 561,8 
50 528,2 
52 600,0 
53 731,4 

55 062,5 
55 278,4 
55 510.0 
55 750,4 
56 016,9 
56 304,0 

IRL 
2 835,3 
2 873,0 
2 944,0 
3 164.0 
3 392,8 

3 537,3 
3 540,4 
3 542,4 
3 539,3 
3 520,9 
3 498,8 

I 
50 023,4 
51 815,5 
53 490,4 
55 293,0 
56 388,5 

57 080,5 
57 202,3 
57 290,5 
57 399,1 
57 504,6 
57 576,4 

L 
313,0 
330,0 
338,5 
357,4 
363,5 

366,2 
367,2 
369,5 
371,7 
374,9 
378,4 

NL 
11417,3 
12 212,3 
12 957,6 
13 599,1 
14 091,0 

14 453,8 
14 529,4 
14 615,1 
14 714,9 
14 805,2 
14 891,9 

Ρ 
8 996,7 
9 135,7 
9 074,7 
8 879,1 
9 713,6 

10 128,9 
10185,1 
10 230,0 
10 269,5 
10 304,7 
10 335.? 

UK 
52 164,4 
54 170,2 
55 546,4 
56 230,7 
56 285,9 

56 538,8 
56 690,6 
56 846,7 
56 997,7 
57 143,1 
57 3?6.6 



POPULATION 
MOVEMENTS 

1.4. Natural increase — 1989 1.5. Net migration — 1989 1.6. Total increase — 1989 
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In the Community in 1989, the natural 
increase resulting from births minus 
deaths was 584 000 persons but, in 
view of the plus figure for net migra­
tion—1 173 000—the total increase 
was 1 758 000. 
Since 1960, the annual change in the 
Community population has been on a 
generally downward trend (1758 000 
in 1989 as against 2 284 000 in 1960) 
but with peaks (3 254 000 in 1962) and 
troughs (790 000 in 1985). 

1.7. Components of population movements — EUR 12 
(1 000) 
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1.8. Population movements 

Year 

1960 
1965 
1970 
1975 
1980 

Population 
1 January 

(1 000) 
278 627 
292 259 
302 989 
311276 
317 201 

Births 
(1 000) 

5 184 
5 488 
4 974 
4 303 
4134 

— EUR 12 

Deaths 
(1 000) 

2 947 
3 095 
3 215 
3 325 
3 270 

Natural 
increase 
(1 000) 
2 237 
2 393 
1759 

978 
864 

Net 
migration 

(1 000) 
47 
39 

613 
308 
567 

Total 
increase 
(1 000) 
2 284 
2 432 
2 372 
1286 
1431 

Birth 

18.5 
18.7 
16.4 
13.8 
13.0 

Rates (pe 

Mortality 

10.5 
10.6 
10.6 
10.7 
10.3 

- 1 000 inhabitants) of : 
Natural 

increase 
8.0 
8.1 
5.8 
3.1 
2.7 

Net 
migration 

0.2 
0.1 
2.0 
1.0 
1.8 

Total 
increase 

8.2 
8.2 
7.8 
4.1 
4.5 

1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 1 

321 529 
322 324 
323 167 
324 011 
325 315 

3 798 
3 812 
3811 
3 873 
3 832 

3 307 
3 280 
3 214 
3 231 
3 247 

491 
532 
597 
642 
584 

299 
312 
326 
540 

1 173 

790 
844 
923 

1 182 
1758 

11.8 
11.8 
11.8 
11.9 
11.8 

10.3 
10.2 
9.9 

10.1 
10.0 

1.5 
1.6 
1.9 
1.8 
1.8 

0.9 
1.0 
1.0 
1.7 
3.6 

2.4 
2.7 
2.9 
3.5 
5.4 

Provisional results. 



Ξ POPULATION 
STRUCTURE 

1.9. Population structure — 1.1.1988 (1 000) 

Age 

0­19 

20­39 

40­59 

60 years and over 

of which 80 years 

and over 

Total 

EUR 12 

85 299.2 

98 003.6 

77 861.3 

62 846.6 

10 250.9 

324 010.7 

Β 

2 499.6 

3 048.5 

2 347.2 

1 980.5 

328.4 

9 875.7 

DK 

1 270.6 

1 551.5 

1 260.6 

1 046.5 

177.8 

5 129.3 

D 

13 147.0 

18 970.3 

16 381.0 

12 739.8 

2 209.0 

61 238.1 

GR 

2 727.8 

2 804.7 

2 567.1 

1 889.3 

288.9 

9 988.9 

E 
* 

11 592.2 

11 475.6 

8 809.9 

6 858.4 

999.1 

38 736.1 

F 

15 726.1 

17 071.0 

12 513.2 

10 440.1 

1 959.4 

55 750.4 

IRL 

1 337.7 

1 005.9 

668.8 

526.9 

70.2 

3 539.3 

I 

14 790.4 

17 093.8 

14 357.6 

11 157.3 

1 607.0 

57 399.1 

L 

87.1 

120.7 

94.8 

69.1 

10.4 

371.7 

NL 

3 922.3 

4 862.3 

3 418.6 

2511.7 

405.8 

14 714.9 

Ρ 

3 130.8 

3 042.3 

2 279.2 

1 817.2 

235.6 

10 269.5 

UK 

15 067.5 

16 957.0 

13 163.3 

11809.9 

1 959.9 

56 997,1 

1.10. Age pyramid — Estimate as at 1 January 1989 — EUR 12 (%) 
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1888 

1898 t i 
1908 , ι ' y 

1918 ®iBüü 

1928 .tLJ­
1
 = 

1938 

1948 r* 

1958 ® ^ 

68Ί , j \ 

7 8 \ ® 

■ H i 988 

® / ü 

®5j¡¡¡ 

' I I I ! 

Age 

100 

90 

80 

70 

60 

50 

30 

20 

10 

0 

Ι Ψ 

" ''yip® 

■ i 

?κφ 

fcr^ 

^ έ ® 

=ρ© / 

0.8 0.6 0.4 

EUR 12 in 1960 

0.2 0 % 0 02 0.4 06 08 

~m 
1. Birth deficit due to the First World War. 
2. Low birth-rate generations reach the age of fertility. 
3. Birth deficit due to the Second World War. 
4. Baby boom. 
5. Non-replacement of generations. 

The most noticeable feature of popu­
lation dynamics in the Community is 
its ageing population. This ageing is 
generalized, but varies from country 
to country. It affected the Federal 
Republic of Germany and the United 
Kingdom earlier and more markedly, 
and the southern European countries 
(Spain, Portugal and Greece) and Ire­
land later. 
The European Community's age 
pyramid is characteristic of an ageing 
population: its base is shrinking from 
the effect of the lower birth-rate and 
its apex expanding because the 
population is living longer. A compar­
ison of the 1989 and 1960 pyramids 
shows very clearly how the birth rate 
has plummeted since the mid-1960s 
(following the baby boom after the 
Second World War) and declined 
even faster after the mid-1970s when 
the southern European countries 
(Italy, Spain, Portugal and Greece) 
joined the low birth-rate club. 

The Oldest' regions of the Commun­
ity are in the Federal Republic of 
Germany and northern Italy. These 
are the only two countries which 
have regions where fewer than 23% 
of the population are aged under 20. 



POPULATION 
STRUCTURE 

0 
1.11. Spatial distribution of under-20-year-olds — 1986 

Percentage of the population aged under 20 — 1986 

] < 2 3 % 

| 2 3 % - 2 5 % 

| 2 5 % - 2 7 % 

_ 2 7 % - 2 9 % 

■ ■ > 2 9 % 

National data for Greece and Portugal. 
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1.12. Structure of the population by age — 1988 (%) 

100% 

3 0-19 years 
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■ 40-59 years 
I 60 and over 

r 

EUR Β DK 
12 

L NL Ρ 



POPULATION 
STRUCTURE 

1.13. Median age of the population — 1988 (in years) 

EUR 12 Β DK D GR E 

1988 34,3 34,7 35,6 37,2 34,9 31,6 

F 

33,3 

IRL 

27,7 

I 

35,0 

L 

35,2 

NL 

32,8 

Ρ 

31,3 

UK 

34,5 

1.14. Percentages of under-20-year-olds and persons aged 60 and over 

Percentages of under 20-year-olds 

EUR 12 Β L NL Ρ UK 

In 1988, the median age of the Com­
munity population was 34.3 years, 
compared with the age of the world 
population, which is estimated to be 
24. With a median age of 27.7, Ireland 
confirmed its position as the 'youn­
gest' country, whereas Denmark 
(35.6 years) and the Federal Republic 

of Germany (37.2 years) are the 
'oldest'. 
In 1988, only a quarter of the total 
Community population was under 20 
years and one-fifth was over 60. The 
population is growing older and fore­
casts suggest that the proportion of 
young people to old will reach equi­

librium around the year 2010, after 
which the balance will be tipped in 
favour of old people from the year 
2020 onwards. 

10 



POPULATION 
DENSITY 

1.15. Spatial distribution of the population — density — 
1986 (inhabitants per km2) 

_ >300 
Z l 200-300 

50-100 
<50 

1.16. Evolution of the density of the population (inhabitants per km2) 

1960 
1970 
1980 
1989 

EUR 12 
124 
134 
141 
144 

Β 
298 
316 
323 
325 

DK 
106 
114 
119 
119 

D 
222 
246 
247 
248 

GR 
63 
67 
73 
76 

E 
60 
67 
74 
77 

F 
84 
93 
99 
103 

IRL 
41 
43 
49 
51 

I 
166 
178 
187 
191 

L 
120 
130 
140 
144 

NL 
277 
315 
342 
359 

Ρ 
98 
99 
105 
112 

UK 
214 
228 
231 
234 

The high-population-density zones 
are concentrated along a diagonal 
line from north-west England to the 
north of Italy through north Belgium, 
south Netherlands and the industrial 
regions of the Ruhr. Outside this 
band are the conurbations of Paris, 
Rome, Madrid, Barcelona and Lis­

bon, surrounded by regions with a 
lower population density. Areas with 
a high population density are indus­
trialized regions or administrative 
centres (capital cities). In Spain, the 
population has tended to cluster 
round the coastal areas owing to the 
development of tourism since the end 

of the 1960s and the resulting job-
creation. The sea and sun of the 
Mediterranean coasts of the Italian 
and French Rivieras have had a sim­
ilarly magnetic effect. 

11 



Ξ POPULATION 
FERTILITY 

1.17. Numbers of births (1 000) 

1960 

1970 

1980 

1988 

1989 (1) 

EUR 12 

5184 

4 974 

4134 

3 874 

3 832 

Β 

155 

142 

124 

119 

121 

DK 

76 

71 

57 

59 

62 

D 

969 

811 

621 

677 

677 

GR 

157 

145 

148 

108 

101 

E 

660 

661 

571 

416 

410 

» F 

820 

850 

800 

771 

764 

IRL 

61 

64 

74 

54 

51 

ι 
910 

901 

640 

568 

556 

L 

5 

4 

4 

5 

5 

NL 

239 

239 

181 

187 

189 

Ρ 

214 

181 

158 

122 

119 

UK 

918 

904 

754 

788 

777 
(') Provisional results. 

1.18. Total fertility rate — EUR 12 
(average number of children per woman) 

The number of births in the EC fell by 
25% between 1960 and 1989. The 
25-year continuous decline appears 
to have stabilized since 1986, with a 
slight increase in the number of 
births in 1988 (1.7% higher than in 
1987) and a slight fall in 1989 (1.1% 
lower than in 1988). 

1.2 
Ί I Ι Ι I Ι I Ι Γ 

19 7 0 1 9 7 5 
ι — i — i — i — i — i — | 
1985 1989 

i I i I i i Γ 
1960 1965 1980 

1.19. Total fertility 

1960 

1965 

1970 

1975 

1980 

1985 

1988 

1989 (1) 

EUR 12* 

2,63 

2,77 

2,45 

2,08 

1,87 

1,82 

1,60 

1,58 

rate ( 

Β 

2,58 

2,61 

2,20 

1,74 

1,67 

1,51 

1,56 

1,58 

average nurr 

DK 

2,54 

2,61 

1,95 

1,92 

1,55 

1,45 

1,56 

1,62 

ber of 

D 

2,37 

2,51 

2,02 

1,45 

1,45 

1,28 

1,42 

1,39 

children per 

GR 

2,28 

2,30 

2,34 

2,37 

2,23 

1,68 

1,52 

1,50 

woman) 

E 

2,86 

2,94 

2,84 

2,79 

2,22 

1,63 

1,38 (') 

1,30 

F 

2,73 

2,83 

2,48 

1,93 

1,95 

1,82 

1,82 

1,81 

IRL 

3,76 

4,03 

3,87 

3,40 

3,23 

2,50 

2,17 0 

2,11 

I 

2,41 

2,67 

2,43 

2,21 

1,69 

1,41 

1,34 0 

1,29 

L 

2,28 

2,38 

1,97 

1,52 

1,50 

1,38 

1,51 

1,52 

NL 

3,12 

3,04 

2,57 

1,66 

1,60 

1,51 

1,55 

1,55 

Ρ 

3,01 

3,08 

2,76 

2,52 

2,19 

1,70 

1,53 

1,50 

UK o 
2,69 

2,86 

2,44 

1,81 

1,89 

1,80 

1,84 

1,85 

(') Provisional results. 
(2) Before 1975. Great Britain data only. 
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The fall in the birth-rate affected the 
northern Community countries (apart 
from Ireland) first of all, between 1965 
and 1975. In the following decade, the 
decline slowed down or stopped in 
those countries (Belgium, Denmark, 
Federal Republic of Germany, 
France, Luxembourg, the Netherlands 
and the United Kingdom). The fall in 
the birth-rate began in the southern 
Community countries (Italy, Greece, 
Spain and Portugal) in the 1970s, and 
was even more rapid because of its 
later start. These countries, in partic­
ular Italy and Spain, have caught up 
with or even overtaken the fertility 
levels of the northern European coun­
tries. 

In 1989, Ireland was the only EC 
country which kept its total fertility 
rate (2.11 children per women) at a 
level close to the replacement thresh­
old (2.10 children per woman). But 
the late start appears to have made 
the Irish fertility rate fall even more 
sharply. 
Despite slight fluctuations in numbers 
of births (the total fertility rate was 
1.55 children per woman in 1987, with 
estimates of 1.60 for 1988 and 1.58 for 
1989), the total fertility rate remains 
very much below the generation-
replacement threshold, and this has 
been the case since the mid-1970s. 
Only three-quarters of the number of 
children needed to replace the pre­
sent generation are actually being 
born. 

POPULATION 
FERTILITY 

1.20. Total fertility rate 
(average number of children per woman) 

\ 1975 
B I I I 11989 

14M 
eurostat 

1.21. Fertility rate by age group, 1988 
(births per 1 000 women in each age group) 

B(86) 

DK 

0m 

GR 

E (85) 

F 

IRL 

I 

L 

NL 

Ρ 

UK 

15-19 

12,2 

9,1 

9,6 

26,3 

18,3 

9,5 

14,9 

10,0 

13,2 

5,6 

26,4 

32,3 

20-24 

88,7 

71,3 

56,6 

100,1 

72,5 

83,0 

70,8 

59,8 

70,0 

44,3 

90,6 

94,9 

25-29 

129,9 

128,1 

107,2 

99,8 

116,4 

143,0 

141,6 

97,1 

117,6 

122,4 

98,9 

124,4 

30-34 

58,9 

76,7 

78,0 

54,6 

74,6 

89,0 

125,1 

68,9 

77,5 

103,5 

59,0 

82,6 

35-39 

16,6 

23,4 

24,5 

19,5 

33,5 

33,3 

62,6 

27,2 

25,2 

29,7 

24,5 

28,0 

40-44 

2,9 

3,2 

4,1 

4,1 

9,9 

6,9 

17,3 

5,4 

3,7 

4,3 

6,9 

4,8 

45-49 

0,3 

0,2 

0,2 

0,4 

0,9 

0,4 

1,3 

0,3 

0,2 

0,5 

0,6 

0,3 
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POPULATION 
LIFE EXPECTANCY 

1.22. Life expectancy at birth -

1950 

Male 64,0 

Female 68,2 

- EUR 12 (in 

1960 

67,3 

72,7 

years) 

1970 

68,5 

74,8 

1980 

70,7 

77,4 

1988 

72,0 

78,6 

Since 1950, i.e. over the past 40 
years, life expectancy at birth for the 
European Community as a whole has 
gone up by about 10 years, more for 
women (10.4 years) than for men (8 
years). 

1.23. Life 

Birth 

30 years 

60 years 

75 years 

expectancy at 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

various ages 

B(') 

70,0 

76,8 

42,3 

48,4 

16,3 

20,9 

7,6 

9,8 

by sex 

DK 

71,8 

77,6 

43,4 

48,7 

17,3 

21,7 

8,5 

11,0 

— 1985-88 (in 

D 

71,8 

78,4 

43,5 

49,5 

17,3 

21,7 

8,1 

10,3 

GR 

72,6 

77,6 

45,1 

49,4 

18,2 

21,1 

8,4 

9,4 

years) 

E 

73,1 

79,6 

45,2 

51,0 

18,7 

22,9 

9,0 

11,0 

F 

71,8 

80,0 

43,8 

51,2 

18,2 

23,4 

8,8 

11,5 

IRL 

71,0 

76,7 

42,7 

47,8 

16,0 

20,1 

7,3 

9,5 

I 

72,6 

79,1 

44,3 

50,3 

17,7 

22,2 

8,6 

10,7 

L 

70,6 

77,9 

42,6 

49,0 

16,4 

21,3 

7,5 

9,8 

NL 

72,2 

78,9 

43,8 

80,0 

17,0 

22,2 

8,0 

11,5 

Ρ 

70,6 

77,7 

43,4 

49,4 

17,7 

21,7 

8,3 

10,1 

UK 

71,7 

77,5 

43,4 

48,7 

16,7 

21,1 

7,9 

10,1 

1980 for Belgium. 

1.24. Life expectancy at birth by sex — 1985-88 (in years) 

80 years 

. 1 . 
eurostat 

70 

60 

50 
B() DK D GR 

(') 1980 for Belgium. 

IRL 

lu 

NL UK 
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POPULATION 

— LIFE EXPECTANCY 

All the Community countries have 
made progress during this period. 
Between 1985 and 1988, life expec­
tancy at birth was more than 70 years 
in all countries for men and 78 years 
for women. Spanish men (73.1 years) 
and French women (80.0 years) had 
the highest life expectancy at birth. At 
30, 60 and 75 years, life expectancy is 
also higher for women than for men 
in all countries. 

Excess male mortality has been one 
of the characteristic features of popu­
lation dynamics in the EC: the differ­
ence between the figures for the two 
sexes at birth was 4.2 years in 1950 
and is now 6.6 years, with the highest 
figure in France: 8.2 years. 

The male death rate has led to a 
'surplus of women' among older 
people: on average, for every two 
90­year­old women, there is only one 
man. 

1.25. Excess female life expectancy at birth 
(in years) 

1985­1988 

1970 
1960 

Β ( 0 Π 

fiiï 

eurostat 

ÛMÎI 
4 

3 

2 ­

1 ­

0 

Π 

MMM 
r l · 

Β DK D GR 
(') 1980 for Belgium. 

IRL NL UK 

1.26. Proportion of women among elderly people — 1988 (%) 

60­69 

70­79 

80­89 

EUR 12 

54,9 

60,7 

Β 

53,6 

60,5 

69,2 

DK 

53,0 

57,7 

66,2 

D 

59,3 

65,5 

70,6 

GR 

53,4 

56,0 

59,4 

E 

53,7 

59,5 

64,8 

F 

54,1 

60,4 

68,3 

IRL 

52,5 

55,6 

I 

54,6 

59,2 

66,6 

L 

57,1 

61,2 

NL 

53,8 

59,7 

67,8 

Ρ 

54,8 

58,8 

UK 

53,2 

59,4 

69,5 

90 and over 
68,9 (') 

75,3 72,0 79,3 58,) 70,7 79,9 
64,7 (')­

74,5 
70,1 (')-

71,7 
67,1 (')-

79,7 

(
1
) 80 and over. 
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POPULATION 
GENERAL MORTALITY 

1.27. Standardized mortality rates by 
sex — 1987 
(per 1 000 inhabitants of the standard 
population) 

Β (3) 

DK(3) 

D 

GR(3) 

E (') 

F (3) 

IRL 

I (*) 

L 

NL (3) 

Ρ 

UK 

Total 

8,9 

8,8 

8,2 

7,8 

7,6 

8,0 

9,6 

8,5 

9,6 

7,9 

9,0 

8,6 

Male 

11,7 

11,1 

11,1 

9,3 

9,8 

11,0 

12,1 

11,2 

12,4 

10,6 

11,5 

11,0 

Female 

6,9 

7,0 

6,4 

6,6 

5,6 

5,8 

7,6 

6,6 

7,5 

5,9 

7,1 

6,9 

The standardized mortality rate table 
shows a clear difference between the 
sexes and between countries. Thus 
Spain and Greece would appear to 
be in pole position, with rates of 
7.6%o and 7.8%o, whilst Ireland has 
the highest rates (9.6%o overall) for 
both men (12.1 %o as against 9.3%o in 
Greece) and women (7.6%o as against 
5.6%o in Spain). In general, female 
mortality rates are lower than male 
ones — another illustration of excess 
male mortality. 

Source .WHO. 
Standard population: Europe region (WHO). 
' 1984. ! 1985. 3 1986. 

1.28. Mortality rates by age and sex — EUR 12 — 1986 
(per 1 000 inhabitants in each age group) 

Male 

Female 

15-24 

0.95 

0.35 

25-34 

1.17 

0.51 

35-44 

2.13 

1.14 

45-54 

5.82 

3.00 

55-64 

16.58 

7.10 

65-74 

38.32 

19.45 

75 and over 

110.37 

82.82 
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POPULATION 
INFANT MORTALITY 

1.29. Infant mortality rate 

1960 

1970 

1980 

1988 

1989 0 

EUR 12 

34,8 

24,0 

12,6 

8,5 

8,2 

Β 

31,2 

21,1 

12,1 

9,1 

8,6 

(per 1 000 

DK 

21,5 

14,2 

8,4 

7,6 

7,5' 

¡ve b 

D 

33,8 

23,6 

12,6 

7,5 

7,5 

rths) 

GR 

40,1 

29,6 

17,9 

11,0 

9,9 

E 

43,7 

28,1 

12,3 

8,1 

8,3 

F 

27,4 

18,2 

10,0 

7,8 

7,4 

IRL 

29,3 

19,5 

11,1 

9,2 

7,6 

I 

43,9 

29,6 

14,6 

9,5 

8,8 

L 

31,5 

24,9 

11,5 

8,7 

9,9 

NL 

17,9 

12,7 

8,6 

6,8 

6,8 

Ρ 

77,5 

55,5 

24,3 

13,1 

12,2 

UK 

22,5 

18,5 

12,1 

9,0 

8,4 

Provisional results. 

The infant mortality rate has dropped 
spectacularly since 1960: in 29 years, 
it has fallen more than fourfold, from 
34.8%o to 8.2%. In 1989, the European 
Community was in the forefront of 
world rankings, behind Japan and 
Sweden. In 1989, the Netherlands 
(6.8%o), France (7.4%o), Denmark 
(7.5%o), the Federal Republic of Ger­
many (7.5%o) and Ireland (7.6%o) had 
rates below the Community figure of 
8.2%, whilst Portugal (12.2%) and 
Greece (9.9%o) had higher levels. 

The similar fall in the perinatal mor­
tality rate in the Community—35.9%o 
in 1960 and 9.6% in 1988—contrib­
uted to the fall in the infant mortality 
rate. The perinatal rate was lowest in 

the Federal 
(6.5%) and 
(16.6%o). 

Republic of Germany 
highest in Portugal 

1.30. Infant mortality — EUR 12 (per 1 000 live births) 

1960 
τ—ι—ι—Γ 
1965 1970 1975 

Π Ι Ι Ι Ι Ι Γ 

1980 
ι — ι — ι — ι — ι — I 

1985 1989 

1.31. Perinatal mortality rate (deaths between 180th day of gestation and seventh day of life per 1 000 live births) 

1960 

1970 

1980 

1988 

EUR 12* 

35,9 

26,7 

14,5 

9,6 

Β 

31,9 

23,3 

14,1 

10,4 (
1
) 

DK 

26,2 

17,9 

8,9 

8,7 

D 

35,8 

26,4 

11,6 

6,5 

GR 

26,4 

27,4 

20,3 

12,9 

E 

— 

— 

14,4 

10,9 (
2
) 

F 

31,3 

23,3 

12,9 

9,2 

IRL 

37,7 

24,3 

14,8 

10,4{
3
) 

I 

41,9 

31,2 

17,8 

12,3 

L 

32,2 

24,7 

9,8 

7,1 

NL 

26,6 

18,6 

11,1 

9,1 

Ρ 

41,1 

37,0 

26,1 

16,6 

UK 

33,5 

23,7 

13,4 

8,7 

1986. (
2
) 1985. 1987. 
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L· 

POPULATION 
FOREIGN POPULATION 

1.32. Composition of the resident population — 1988 (1 000) 

Extra-EC 
foreigners 

EC 
foreigners Nationals 

1.33. Composition of the resident population — 1988 (%) 

Extra-EC 
foreigners 

EC 
foreigners Nationals 

Total 
population 

EUR 12 
Β 
DK 
D 
GR 
E 
F 
IRL 
I 

7 858 
321 
109 

3 213 
109 
140 

2102 
17 
317 

4 912 
537 
27 

1276 
108 
193 

1578 
66 
90 

311240 
9 018 
4 993 
56 749 
9 772 
38 403 
52 070 
3 456 
56 992 

324 010 
9 876 
5129 
61238 
9 989 
38 736 
55 750 
3 539 
57 399 

L 
NL 
Ρ 
UK 

7 
435 
69 

1019 

89 
157 
25 
766 

276 
14123 
10175 
55 213 

372 
14715 
10 269 
56 998 

Total 
population 

EUR 12 
Β 
DK 
D 
GR 
E 
F 
IRL 
I 
L 

2,5 
3,3 
2,1 
5,2 
1,1 
0,4 
3,8 
0,5 
0,6 
1,9 

1,5 
5,4 
0,5 
2,1 
1,1 
0,5 
2,8 
1,9 
0,2 
23,9 

96,1 
91,3 
97,3 
92,7 
97,8 
99,1 
93,4 
97,3 
99,3 
74,2 

100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 

In 1988, 7.9 million of the 324 million 
inhabitants of the European Commun­
ity, or 2.5% of the total population, 
were nationals of non-Community 
countries. A further 4.9 million were 
Community nationals living in a coun­
try other than their country of origin. 
Almost four-fifths of the extra-Com­
munity foreigners were living in three 
countries: the Federal Republic of 
Germany (3.2 million), France (2.1 
million) and the United Kingdom (1.0 
million). 74% of 'Community foreign­
ers' were living in those three coun­
tries. 
Luxembourg had the greatest con­
centration of foreigners overall: 
25.8% of the population, mainly of 
Community origin. In the Federal 
Republic of Germany and France, for­
eigners accounted for 7.3% and 
6.6% of the total population respec­
tively, with most foreigners in the 
Federal Republic of Germany coming 
from non-Community countries. 

43% of 'extra-Community' foreigners 
came from European countries not 
members of the EC, in particular Tur­
key and Yugoslavia. 28% came from 
Africa, mainly from the Maghreb 
countries, Algeria, Morocco and Tuni­
sia. 

NL 
Ρ 
UK 

3,0 
0,7 
1,8 

1,1 
0,2 
1,3 

96,0 
99,1 
96,9 

100 
100 
100 

1.34. Distribution of extra-EC foreigners — EUR 12 — 1988 

Turkey (24.40 %) 
Yugoslavia (8.60 %) 
Other European countries (10.10 %) 
Algeria (10.30%) 
Tunisia (2.80 %) 
Morocco (9.70 %) 
Other African countries (5.30 %) 
North America (4.60 %) 
Other countries (24.20 %) 



POPULATION 
FOREIGN POPULATION 

1.35. Age pyramid, extra­EC foreigners — EUR 12 — 1988 (%) 

A comparison of age pyramides 
shows that foreigners make up a 
younger population than the total 
population of the EC, and this is par­
ticularly noticeable in the case of 
'extra­Community' foreigners, where 
the age pyramid has a very broad 
base and a very narrow apex. 

The age pyramid of 'Community' for­
eigners shows a concentration of 
people of adult, i.e. working, age. The 
narrow base indicates different pat­
terns of family make­up in compari­
son with the age pyramid for people 
living in their native countries. 

t j 

ι ι ι 

Age 

90 + 

85-89 

80 

75-

70 

65-

60-

84 

79 

74 

69 

64 

5 5 - 5 9 

5 0 - 5 4 

4 5 - 4 9 

4 0 - 4 4 

3 5 - 3 9 

3 0 - 3 4 

2 5 - 2 9 

20-

15 -

10-
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0-

24 

19 

14 

9 

4 

t f 
L 

CT 

o % o 

Total population EUR 12 

1.36. Age pyramid, EC foreigners — EUR 12 — 1988 (%) 
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¿ 

4 3 2 1 

Total population EUR 12 

Age 

90 + 

85-89 

80-84 

75-79 

70-74 

65-69 

60-64 

55-59 

50-54 

45-49 

40-44 

35-39 
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25-29 
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14 

9 
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FOR 

POPULATION 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

Definitions References 

Natural increase: difference between 
the number of births and the number 
of deaths over a given period. 
Median age: the age which divides 
the individuals who make up a popu­
lation into two groups of equal num­
bers. 
Life expectancy: average number of 
years of life remaining to people of a 
given age, under the mortality condi­
tions to which a given population is 
subject at successive ages. 
Short-term fertility indicator: the 
short-term fertility indicator for a 
given period is obtained by adding 
together fertility rates by age for a 
given year. It represents the number 
of children a woman would have if, at 
each age, she followed the reproduc­
tive behaviour observed in that 
year. 
Migrant: a person who makes a 
move as a result of a change of 
residence. Migrants are people who 
have left their own country to settle in 
another one. 
Infant mortality: mortality of children 
under one year. 
Perinatal mortality: mortality of chil­
dren who are stillborn or who die 
during the first week. 
Generation replacement: fertility 
level which gives a net reproduction 
figure of 100. In view of current mor­
tality figures in western Europe and 
the imbalance between the sexes at 
birth, the fertility rate needed to 
replace the generations is 2.1 child­
ren per woman (generation-replace­
ment threshold). 
Excess male mortality: higher rate of 
mortality for men than for women. It 
may refer to all ages or to certain 
ages only. 
Standardized mortality rate (direct 
method of standardization): in order 
to compare the varying mortality 
rates in the Community, the mortality 

by age series relating to the popula­
tions of each of the countries whose 
mortality rates are to be compared 
have been compared with a common 
reference structure by age which, in 
our case, is the structure by age of 
the 'Europe region' population as 
defined by the WHO. 

Eurostat 
- Demographic statistics, 1989, 1990 
- Rapid reports: Population and 

social conditions, 1990-4 
- Labour force survey results, 1988 

UN 
- World population prospects, 1988 

WHO 
- World health statistics annual, 

1988 

Eurostat - databank 
- Cronos 
- Regio 
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