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Again, the Eurostat ECHP team has gone through a busy and challenging period 
since the last issue of its Newsletter... but it was worth it given the concrete 
major step forward that has been made! So, welcome to this fifth edition of the 
EC Household Panel Newsletter, entirely devoted to a key issue that has been in 
the dreams of many (potential) ECHP users since our survey generated its first 
EU-12 data-set: the issue of data availability. 

Latest developments in ECHP data availability have to do with the following two 
areas: 

Data anonymisation: As already mentioned in our last Newsletter, 
ECHP micro-data contain information considered "confidential" in terms 
of the EU Council regulation N° 322/97 of 17/2/97 on Community 
statistics, the so-called EU "Statistical Law". Therefore, direct access to 
these original data has had to be more restrictive than what is desirable 
for a full exploitation of the data despite the strong interest expressed by 
many researchers and other users. Also, the structure of the ECHP 
"production database" is complex and thus very difficult for use outside 
as well as inside Eurostat, which increases significantly the risk of errors 
in using the data. 

Data dissemination: In view of this situation and given the growing 
demand for ECHP data from both inside and outside the Commission, 
Eurostat decided to construct back in November 1997 a user-friendly 
"longitudinal users' database" containing "anonymised" ECHP 
household's and personal micro-data. Rules for disseminating this users' 
database, and more specifically the access and price policy applied, 
have now been agreed upon. 

These two areas will be covered in detail in the present issue. 
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You may remember from our previous Newsletter that 
the anonymisation of ECHP micro-data has required the 
definition of "objective anonymisation criteria" to be met 
by our "users' database" (UDB). By "objective", it is 
meant that once these criteria are applied to the various 
ECHP files, there should be no risk that an individual 
statistical unit could be identified through "all the means 
that might reasonably be used by a third party to identify 
the said statistical unit" ("Statistical Law"). 

Provided that all these criteria are met, ECHP data can 
thus be considered "non-confidential" in the sense of the 
Statistical Law and therefore made more widely 
available, although direct access to such anonymised 
data needs to be restricted by means of research 
contracts stipulating the strict conditions of use and 
access (see below). 

It is in this context that at the 1997 ECHP Working 
Group (Luxembourg, 13-14/11/97), Eurostat proposed to 
ECHP National Data Collection Units (NDUs - either 
national statistical institutes or research centres, 
depending on the country) a first set of such 

anonymisation criteria to be applied to the various ECHP 
files. It also submitted for discussion different rules, 
contractual requirements that should allow easier access 
to these "anonymised" data. The objective was therefore 
to open up access to ECHP micro-data without 
jeopardising both the necessary conditions of data 
confidentiality and the value of the data. 

Extensive negotiations with all ECHP NDUs concerning 
the final set of "anonymisation criteria" to be applied to 
the UDB as well as the rules for accessing this UDB, 
have been conducted up to November 1998. Apart from 
some minor differences, all 14 Member States that are 
taking part in the ECHP have agreed on the same set of 
criteria and rules, meaning that they have supported 
both the idea of direct access to anonymised micro-data 
and the concrete EU harmonised proposal for 
anonymisation submitted by Eurostat. 

Those readers interested may receive a comprehensive 
list of these criteria from Eurostat; this list also forms part 
of the documentation that is provided on the CD-ROM 
containing the UDB. 

Access and Price p0| jcy 

Eurostat has restricted direct access to the anonymised 
micro-data contained in the ECHP UDB by means of 
"ECHP research contracts" These contracts, which 
are signed with Eurostat, stipulate the strict conditions of 
data use and access such as: 

We will not enter into the details of this contractual 
aspect of the dissemination policy, but rather focus on 
the various categories of ECHP data users defined by 
Eurostat and the respective pricing policy applied to 
these. 

(a) The contractor must ensure that the files contained 
in the UDB are used exclusively for the research 
purposes clearly specified in the contract, excluding 
in particular any possible administrative use. 

(b) The contractor will be required to take all the 
necessary regulatory, administrative, technical and 
organisational measures to ensure that none of 
these data are distributed to third parties, and that 
there will be no attempt to identify nor will the 
contractor claim to have done so, by any means 
whatsoever, any individual statistical unit. In 
particular, the UDB shall not be connected with other 
data sets from any other source. 

(c) Any ECHP data recipients will be required to provide 
Eurostat with a copy of all reports (including 
'papers'...) they produce using ECHP data. 

(d) Forthose "ECHP research contracts" allowing it: any 
research other than the project(s) specifically 
described in the contract shall require the explicit 
and unambiguous written consent from Eurostat; 
etc. 

Eurostat has decided to apply a dissemination policy for 
the UDB that would both encourage ECHP research and 
increase the visibility of the instrument. The specific 
pricing strategy and accessing/utilisation rules applied to 
each category of ECHP users have been developed in 
order to try and achieve these aims. In particular, the 
pricing strategy makes it possible for those users 
interested to get a significant reduction in price in 
exchange for a Eurostat "by-product". 

These "by-products"... 

• are a possibility, not a 'right', that Eurostat offers to 
users interested in the case of a common interest of 
both the institution(s)/organisation(s)/company(ies) 
concerned and Eurostat; 

• are negotiated in detail in terms of content, timing, 
etc. and must be original, e.g. should not have been 
published anywhere else in the case of a 
publication; 

• are the property of Eurostat 
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TYPES OF USERS AND PRICES FOR 1994-1996 WAVES DATA 

STUDENTS, INDIVIDUAL RESEARCHERS... (THESIS, 
ETC.) 
There is normally no possibility for individual 
persons to acquire the CD-ROM directly. Such 
requests need to come from the institution/ 
organisation where the person interested is 
studying/working. 

Data are used solely for the purpose of the 
projects specified in the contracts with the 
Commission. All data analysts involved in this 
project pertain to the SAME institution/ 
organisation/company. 
PRICE: EUR 12.000 
(or EUR 4.000 plus one by-product) 

Β A L L ANALYSES ARE CARRIED OUT EXCLUSIVELY ON 
BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION 

B.1 Analyses are conducted solely by 
Commission staff/personnel 
PRICE: Free 

B.2 Analyses are conducted by external experts in 
the context of a SINGLE contract signed with 
the Commission 

B.2.1 All data analysts involved pertain to 
the same institution/organisation/company 
PRICE: EUR 6.000 
(or EUR 2.000 plus one by-product) 

B.2.2 All data analysts involved are 
contractual members of a network that as 
such has a contract with the Commission (e.g. 
DGXII TSER, TMR or BIOMED research 
networks) 
Access is given only to data analysts that are 
listed in this (TSER/...) contract signed with the 
Commission. 
PRICE: EUR 12.000 
(or EUR 4.000 plus one by-product) 

B.2.3 Data analysts involved pertain to two 
or more institutions/organisations/companies 
that are not organised in a "Commission 
network" 
Access is given only to data analysts that are 
listed in this contract signed with the Commission. 
PRICE: EUR 12.000 
(or EUR 4.000 plus one by-product) 

B.3 Analyses are carried out by external experts in 
the context of SEVERAL contracts signed with 
the Commission 

C ALL ANALYSES ARE CARRIED OUT EXCLUSIVELY 
EITHER ON BEHALF OF OTHER E U INSTITUTIONS OR 
ON BEHALF OF E U AGENCIES 
All categories under "B" above strictly apply. 
"Commission" simply needs to be replaced with 
the name of the relevant EU body. 

D ANALYSES ARE CARRIED OUT BY THE STAFF/ 
PERSONNEL OF A GIVEN INTERNATIONAL PUBLIC 
ORGANISATION (E.G. THE O E C D , A SPECIFIC U N 
BODY...) - A L L ANALYSES ARE CONDUCTED 
EXCLUSIVELY ON BEHALF OF THIS ORGANISATION 
Except if stated otherwise in a memorandum 
signed with Eurostat: 
PRICE: EUR 6.000 
(or free plus one by-product) 

E ANALYSES ARE CARRIED OUT BY THE STAFF/ 
PERSONNEL OF A GIVEN FEDERAL OR REGIONAL 
MINISTRY/ADMINISTRATION - A L L ANALYSES ARE 
CONDUCTED EXCLUSIVELY ON BEHALF OF THIS BODY 
Except if stated otherwise in a memorandum 
signed with Eurostat: 
PRICE: EUR 6.000 
(or free plus one by-product) 

F ANALYSES ARE CARRIED OUT BY THE STAFF/ 
PERSONNEL OF A S I N G L E INSTITUTION/ORGANI-
SATION/COMPANY. DATA ARE USED FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF ONE OR SEVERAL PROJECTS 
PRICE: EUR 12.000 
(or EUR 4.000 plus one by-product) 

G ANY USER OTHER THAN THOSE D E S C R I B E D ABOVE 
(INCLUDING NETWORKS/ASSOCIATIONS NOT COVERED 
IN "B.2.2" OR "B.2.3" ABOVE) 
Possibilities of acquiring the UDB as well as the 
price and the related data access/use issues, will 
need to be examined on an ad hoc basis by 
Eurostat. 
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Further information: 
Data bases 

New Cronos 

Domain 

To obtain information or to order publications, data bases and special sets of data, please contact the Data Shop network: 

BELGIQUE/BELGIE D A N M A R K DEUTSCHLAND ESPANA F R A N C E ITALIA - Roma 

Eurostat Data Shop 

Briuelles/Brussel 

Chaussée d'Etterbeek 13 

Etterbeeksesteenweg 13 

B-1049 BRUXELLES / BRUSSEL 

Tel. (32-2) 299 66 66 

Fax (32-2) 295 01 25 

E-Mail: 

datashop.brussels@eurostat.cec.be 

DANMARKS STATISTIK 

Bibliotek og Information 

Eurostat Data Shop 

DK-2100 KØBENHAVN 0 

Tel (45-39) 17 30 30 

Fax (45-39) 17 30 03 

E-Mail: bib@dstdk 

STATISTISCHES BUNDESAMT 

Eurostat Data Shop Berlin 

Otto-Braun-Straße 70-72 

D-10178 BERLIN 

Tel. (49-30) 23 24 64 27/28 

Fax (49-30) 23 24 64 30 

E-Mail: 

stba-berlin.datashop@t-online.de 

INE Eurostat Data Shop 

Paseo de la Castellana, 183 

Oficina 009 

Entrada por Estébanez Calderón 

E-28046 MADRID 

Tel. (34-91)583 9167 

Fax (34-91 )579 71 20 

E-Mail: datashop.eurostat@ine.es 

INSEE Info Service 

Eurostat Data Shop 

195. rue de Bercy 

Tour Gamma A 

F-75582 PARIS CEDEX 12 

Tel. (33-1)5317 88 44 

Fax (33-1) 53 17 88 22 

E-Mail: 

datashop@dg75iisa.insee.atlas.fr 

I T A L I A - M i l a n o L U X E M B O U R G NEDERLAND N O R G E P O R T U G A L 

ISTAT 

Centro dl Informazione Statistica -

Sede di Milano, Eurostat Data Shop 

Piazza della Repubblica, 22 

1-20124 MILANO 

Tel. (39-02)65 95133/134 

Fax (39-02) 65 30 75 

S U O M I / F I N L A N D 

Eurostat Data Shop Luxembourg 

BP 453 

L-2014 LUXEMBOURG 

4, rue A. Weicker 

L-2721 LUXEMBOURG 

Tel. (352) 43 35 22 51 

Fax (352) 43 35 22 221 

E-Mail: dslux@eurostat.datashop.lu 

STATISTICS NETHERLANDS 

Eurostat Data Shop-Voorburg 

pò box 4000 

2270 JM VOORBURG 

Nederland 

Tel. (31-70)337 49 00 

Fax (31-70) 337 59 84 

E-Mail: datashop@cbs ni 

STATISTIK sentralbyra 

Bibliotek og ¡nformasjonssenteret 

Kongensgt. 6 

P. b. 8131, dep. 

N-0033 OSLO 

Tel (47-22) 86 46 43 

Fax (47-22) 86 45 04 

E-Mail: biblioteket@ssb.no 

Eurostat Data Shop Lisboa 

INE/Servjço de Difusão 

Av. António José de Almeida. 2 

P-1000 LISBOA 

Tel. (351-1)842 61 00 

Fax (351-1) 842 63 64 

E-Mail: data.shop@ine.pt 

ISTAT 

Centro di Informazione Statistica 

Sede di Roma, Eurostat Data Shop 

Via Cesare Balbo, 11a 

1-00184 ROMA 

Tel. (39-06) 46 73 31 05/02 

Fax (39-06) 46 73 31 07/01 

E-Mail: dipdiff@istat.it 

SCHWEIZ /SUISSE/SVIZZERA 

Statistisches Amt des Kantons 

Zürich, Eurostat Data Shop 

Bleicherweg 5 

CH-8090 Zürich 

Tel. (41-1)225 1212 

Fax (41-1) 225 12 99 

E-Mail: datashop@zh.ch 

Internetadresse: 

http://www.zh.ch/statistik 

SVERIGE UNITED K INGDOM UNITED K I N G D O M UNITED S T A T E S O F AMERICA 

Eurostat Data Shop, Tilastokirjasto 

Postiosoite: PL 2B 

FIN-00022 Tilastokeskus 

Käyntiosoite: Työpajakatu 13 B, 2 krs 

Helsinki 

Tel (358-9) 17 34 22 21 

Fax (358-9) 17 34 22 79 

Sposti datashoptilastokeskus@tjlastokeskusfi 

Internetadresse: 

http //www tilastokeskus ft/tk/kk/datashop htrrt 

STATISTICS SWEDEN 

Information service 

Eurostat Data Shop 

Karlavägen 100 

Box 24 300 

S-104 51 STOCKHOLM 

Tel (46-8) 783 48 01 

Fax (46-8) 783 48 99 

E-Mail: infoservice@scb.se 

ONS Sales Office 

Eurostat Data Shop 

OFFICE FOR NATIONAL 

STATISTICS 

1 Drummond Gate 

LONDON SW1V2QQ 

United Kingdom 

Tel. (44-171)533 56 76 

Fax (44-171) 533 56 88 

E-Mail: gloria.ryan@ons.gov.uk 

Eurostat Data Shop 

Electronic Data Extractions, 

Enquiries & advice - R.CADE 

Unit 1L Mountjoy Research Centre 

University of Durham 

UK - DURHAM DH1 3SW 

Tel: (44-191) 374 7350 

Fax: (44-191) 384 4971 

E-Mail: r-cade(5)dur.ac.uk 

URL: http://www-rcade.dur.ac.uk 

HAVER ANALYTICS 

Eurostat Data Shop 

60 East 42nd Street 

Suite 3310 

USA-NEW YORK, NY 10165 

Tel. (1-212) 986 93 00 

Fax (1-212) 986 58 57 

E-Mai': eurodata@haver.com 

Media Support Eurostat (for professional journalists only). 

Bech Building Office A3/48 ■ L-2920 Luxembourg · Tel. (352) 4301 34567 · Fax (352) 4301 32649 · e-mail: media.support@eurostat.cec.be 

For information on the ECHP: 

Eric MARLIER, Eurostat/E2, Bech Building D2/703, L-2920 Luxembourg, Tel: (352) 4301 34521, Fax: (352) 4301 35979 

E-mail: eric.marlier@eurostat.cec.be 

ORIGINAL (ONLY LANGUAGE VERSION AVAILABLE): English 

Please visit our web site at http://europa.eu.int/eurostat.htinl for further information! 

A list of worldwide sales outlets is available at the Office for Official Publications of the European Communities. 

2 rue Mercier - L-2985 Luxembourg 

Tel. -352-2929 42118 Fax -352-2929 42709 

Internet Address: http://eur-op.eu.int/fr/general/s-ad.htm 

s-mail: info.info@oooce cec.be 

Order form 

BELGIQUE/BELGIE - DANMARK - DEUTSCHLAND - GREECE/ELLADA - ESPANA - FRANCE - IRELAND - ITALIA - LUXEMBOURG - NEDERLAND - ÖSTERREICH 

PORTUGAL - SUOMI/FINLAND - SVERIGE - UNITED KINGDOM - ¡SLAND - NORGE - SCHWEIZ/SUISSE/SVIZZERA - BALGARIJA - CESKA REPUBLIKA - CYPRUS 

EESTI - HRVATSKA - MAGYARORSZAG - MALTA - POLSKA - ROMANIA - RUSSIA - SLOVAKIA - SLOVENIA - TÜRKIYE - AUSTRALIA - CANADA - EGYPT - INDIA 

ISRAËL - JAPAN - MALAYSIA - PHILIPPINES - SOUTH KOREA - THAILAND- UNJTETJ STATES P f AMERICA, o , 

Please send me a "free copy of 'Eurostat Mini-Guide' (catalogue 3 

I would like to subscribe to Statistics in focus (from 1.1.1999 to 31.12.1999): 

(for the Data Shop and sales office addresses see above) 

□ Formula 1: All 9 themes (approximately 90 issues) 

O Paper: 360 EUR 

Π PDF: 264 EUR 

□ Paper + PDF: 432 EUR 

Language required: Π DE □ EN □ FR 

Π Formula 2: One or more of the following seven themes: 

□ Theme 1 'General statistics' 

Π Paper: 42 EUR Π PDF: 30 EUR Π Combined: 54 EUR 

Ö Theme 2'Economy and finance' 

□ Theme 3 'Population and social conditions' 

G Theme 4 'Industry, trade and services 

□ Theme 5 'Agriculture and fisheries' 

Π Theme 6 'External trade' 

□ Theme 8 'Environment and energy 

D Paper: 84 EUR Π PDF: 60 EUR 

Language required: Π DE Π EN 

containing a selection of Eurostat products and services) 

Language required: □ DE □ EN □ FR 

α I would like a free subscription to 'Statistical References', the information 

letter on Eurostat products and services 

Language required: Π DE □ EN □ FR 

Π MR □ Mrs 

(Please use block capitals) 

Name: First name: 

Company: Department: 

Function: 

Address: 

Post code: 

Country: 

Tel.: 

E-mail: 

Town: 

Fax: 

□ Combined: 114 EUR 

□ FR 

Payment on receipt of invoice, preferably by: 

□ Bank transfer 

□ Visa □ Eurocard 

Card No: Expires on:. 

Please confirm your intra-Community VAT number: 
If no number in entered, VAT will be automatically applied. Subsequent 
reimbursement will not be possible. 
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