


You may remember from our previous Newsletter that
the anonymisation of ECHP micro-data has required the
definition of “objective anonymisation criteria” to be met
by our “users’ database” (UDB). By "objective”, it is
meant that once these criteria are applied to the various
ECHP files, there should be no risk that an individual
statistical unit could be identified through “all the means
that might reasonably be used by a third party to identify
the said statistical unit” (“Statistical Law™).

Provided that all these criteria are met, ECHP data can
thus be considered “non-confidential” in the sense of the
Statistical Law and therefore made more widely
available, although direct access to such anonymised
data needs to be restricted by means of research
contracts stipulating the strict conditions of use and
access (see below).

It is in this context that at the 1997 ECHP Working
Group (Luxembourg, 13-14/11/97), Eurostat proposed to
ECHP National Data Collection Units (NDUs - either
national statistical institutes or research centres,
depending on the country) a first set of such

anonymisation criteria to be applied to the various ECHP
files. It also submitted for discussion different rules,
contractual requirements that should allow easier access
to these “anonymised” data. The objective was therefore
to open up access to ECHP micro-data without
jeopardising both the necessary conditions of data
confidentiality and the value of the data.

Extensive negotiations with all ECHP NDUs concerning
the final set of "anonymisation criteria” to be applied to
the UDB as well as the rules for accessing this UDB,
have been conducted up to November 1998. Apart from
some minor differences, all 14 Member States that are
taking part in the ECHP have agreed on the same set of
criteria and rules, meaning that they have supported
both the idea of direct access to anonymised micro-data
and the concrete EU harmonised proposal for
anonymisation submitted by Eurostat.

Those readers interested may receive a comprehensive
list of these criteria from Eurostat; this list also forms part
of the documentation that is provided on the CD-ROM
containing the UDB.
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Eurostat has restricted direct access to the anonymised
micro-data contained in the ECHP UDB by means of
“ECHP research contracts”. These contracts, which
are signed with Eurostat, stipulate the strict conditions of
data use and access such as:

(a) The contractor must ensure that the files contained
in the UDB are used exclusively for the research
purposes clearly specified in the contract, excluding
in particular any possible administrative use.

(b) The contractor will be required to take all the
necessary regulatory, administrative, technical and
organisational measures to ensure that none of
these data are distributed to third parties, and that
there will be no attempt to identify nor will the
contractor claim to have done so, by any means
whatsoever, any individual statistical unit. In
particular, the UDB shall not be connected with other
data sets from any other source.

(c) Any ECHP data recipients will be required to provide
Eurostat with a copy of all reports (including
‘papers’...) they produce using ECHP data.

(d) Forthose "ECHP research contracts” allowing it: any
research other than the project(s) specifically
described in the contract shall require the explicit
and unambiguous written consent from Eurostat;
etc.

We will not enter into the details of this contractual
aspect of the dissemination policy, but rather focus on
the various categories of ECHP data users defined by
Eurostat and the respective pricing policy applied to
these.

Eurostat has decided to apply a dissemination policy for
the UDB that would both encourage ECHP research and
increase the visibility of the instrument. The specific
pricing strategy and accessing/utilisation rules applied to
each category of ECHP users have been developed in
order to try and achieve these aims. In particular, the
pricing strategy makes it possible for those users
interested to get a significant reduction in price in
exchange for a Eurostat “by-product”.

These "by-products”...

e are a possibility, not a ‘right’, that Eurostat offers to
users interested in the case of a common interest of
both the institution(s)/organisation(s)/company(ies)
concerned and Eurostat;

e are negotiated in detail in terms of content, timing,
etc. and must be original, e.g. should not have been
published anywhere else in the case of a
publication;

« are the property of Eurostat
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TYPES OF USERS AND PRICES FOR 1994-1996 WAVES DATA

STUDENTS, INDIVIDUAL RESEARCHERS... (THESIS,
ETC.)

There is normally no possibility for individual
persons to acquire the CD-ROM directly. Such
requests need to come from the institution/
organisation where the person interested Iis
studying/working.

ALL ANALYSES ARE CARRIED OUT EXCLUSIVELY ON
BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION

Analyses are conducted solely by
Commission staff/personnel
PRICE: Free

Analyses are conducted by external experts in
the context of a SINGLE contract signed with
the Commission

B.2.1 All data analysts involved pertain to
the same institution/organisation/company
PRICE: EUR 6.000

(or EUR 2.000 plus one by-product)

B.2.2 All data analysts involved are
contractual members of a network that as
such has a contract with the Commission (e.g.
DGXIl TSER, TMR or BIOMED research
networks)

Access is given only to data analysts that are
listed in this (TSER/...) contract signed with the
Commission.

PRICE. EUR 12.000

(or EUR 4.000 plus one by-product)

B.2.3  Data analysts involved pertain to two
or more institutions/organisations/companies
that are not organised in a “Commission
network”

Access is given only to data analysts that are
listed in this contract signed with the Commission.
PRICE: EUR 12.000

(or EUR 4.000 plus one by-product)

Analyses are carried out by external experts in
the context of SEVERAL contracts signed with
the Commission

eurostat

Data are used solely for the purpose of the
projects specified in the contracts with the
Commission. All data analysts involved in this
project pertain to the SAME institution/
organisation/company.

PRICE: EUR 12.000

(or EUR 4.000 plus one by-product)

ALL ANALYSES ARE CARRIED OUT EXCLUSIVELY
EITHER ON BEHALF OF OTHER EU INSTITUTIONS OR
ON BEHALF OF EU AGENCIES

All categories under “B” above strictly apply.
“‘Commission” simply needs to be replaced with
the name of the relevant EU body.

ANALYSES ARE CARRIED OUT BY THE STAFF/
PERSONNEL OF A GIVEN INTERNATIONAL PUBLIC
ORGANISATION (E.G. THE OECD, A sPECIFIc UN
BODY...) — ALL ANALYSES ARE CONDUCTED
EXCLUSIVELY ON BEHALF OF THIS ORGANISATION
Except if stated otherwise in a memorandum
signed with Eurostat:

PRICE: EUR 6.000

(or free plus one by-product)

ANALYSES ARE CARRIED OUT BY THE STAFF/
PERSONNEL OF A GIVEN FEDERAL OR REGIONAL
MINISTRY/ADMINISTRATION — ALL ANALYSES ARE
CONDUCTED EXCLUSIVELY ON BEHALF OF THIS BODY
Except if stated otherwise in a memorandum
signed with Eurostat:

PRICE: EUR 6.000

(or free plus one by-product)

ANALYSES ARE CARRIED OUT BY THE STAFF/
PERSONNEL OF A SINGLE INSTITUTION/ORGANI-
SATION/COMPANY. DATA ARE USED FOR THE
PURPOSE OF ONE OR SEVERAL PROJECTS

PRICE: EUR 12.000

(or EUR 4.000 plus one by-product)

ANY USER OTHER THAN THOSE DESCRIBED ABOVE
(INCLUDING NETWORKS/ASSOCIATIONS NOT COVERED
IN“B.2.2" OR “B.2.3” ABOVE)

Possibilities of acquiring the UDB as well as the
price and the related data access/use issues, will
need to be examined on an ad hoc basis by
Eurostat.
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