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In 1999, for the first time since 1992, the EL) recorded a deficit in trade in 

goods. Exports grew by 3% over 1998, reaching 758 bn euro, and imports 

rose by 9% to 772 bn euro, with a trade deficit of nearly 14 bn euro. The 

trade balance has now fallen by over 60 bn euros from its 1997 peak. 

Looking at the EU's major trading partners reveals a mixed picture. Trade 

with the USA was up, with exports growing faster than imports, and the trade 

surplus more than doubled to nearly 24 bn euro. Exports to Japan recovered 

from a dip in 1998, but still remained below the levels of 1996 and 1997, while 

imports continued to grow throughout the period. The EU trade deficit with 

Japan reached nearly 35 bn euro in 1999. Trade with China continued to 

grow strongly in both directions, with the deficit passing 30 bn euro. 

Exports to the candidate countries slowed in 1999, while imports grew 

strongly. The EU had a surplus of 25 bn euro with the candidates, although 

this was 10 bn lower than 1998 and 1997. Four candidates, Poland, Hungary, 

Turkey and the Czech Republic, now rank in the top ten EU trading partners. 

Changes in EU trade flows with Asian countries were mainly responsible for 

the fall in the EU's trade balance over the last two years. Exports to Asia fell 

sharply in 1998, and recovered only slightly in 1999. Imports continued to 

grow, and the deficit went from 15 bn ECU in 1997 to 84 bn euro in 1999. 

Exports to the CIS, in particular Russia, also fell sharply over the last two 

years, with the EU recording a deficit of 11 bn euro in 1999. 

Looking at EU trade by major product groups, it is clear that it was the 

slowdown in the growth of exports of machinery, vehicles and other 

manufactured articles that was mainly responsible for the fall in the EU trade 

balance over the last two years. 

The recent changes in the price of oil were reflected in the value of energy 

imports, and in the deficit on energy products, which fell in 1998 but rose 

again in 1999. 
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EU-15 trade with top 15 trading partners, geographical and economic zones 

Bn ECU/euro 

1996 
Exports 

1997 1998 1999 99/98 1996 
Imports 

1997 1998 1999 99/98 1995 
Trade Balance 

1996 1997 1998 

Total 

USA 
Switzerland 
Japan 
China 
Norway 
Poland 
Russia 
Hungary 
Turkey 
Czech Rep. 
Taiwan 
Canada 
South Korea 
Brazil 
Hong Kong 

America 
Asia 
Rest of Europe 
Africa 
Oceania 

NAFTA 
Candidates 
EFTA 
Med. Basin 
DAE 
OPEC 
AC Ρ 
CIS 

626.6 721.1 733.3 758.2 

114.9 
51.5 
35.8 
14.8 
19.8 
20.0 
19.1 
10.0 
18.3 
14.0 
10.0 
10.7 
14.4 
11.8 
17.5 

169.9 
192.2 
190.3 

53.5 
14.5 

130.7 
86.0 
72.7 
73.2 
70.2 
41.9 
27.5 
24.9 

141.4 
53.0 
36.1 
16.5 
23.4 
25.1 
25.5 
13.6 
22.4 
15.9 
12.7 
14.1 
14.5 
14.9 
20.4 

205.8 
214.3 
224.2 

52.1 
16.4 

162.9 
105.0 
78.1 
83.8 
77.7 
51.1 
30.2 
33.5 

161.2 
57.2 
31.6 
17.4 
25.1 
28.2 
21.1 
16.9 
22.2 
17.2 
12.1 
14.9 
9.1 

15.7 
17.3 

230.9 
182.9 
237.3 

58.7 
15.9 

185.4 
116.8 

84.2 
87.2 
60.1 
47.1 
33.1 
29.0 

182.5 
62.6 
35.3 
19.3 
23.1 
28.9 
14.7 
18.6 
20.5 
18.3 
11.8 
16.6 
11.4 
14.2 
15.6 

250.9 
189.6 
234.3 

56.9 
17.2 

209.5 
118.1 
87.7 
87.7 
61.8 
43.7 
31.6 
20.9 

3% 

13% 
9% 

12% 
11% 
-8% 
2% 

-30% 
10% 
-8% 
6% 

-2% 
12% 
25% 
-9% 

-10% 

9% 
4% 

-1% 
-3% 
8% 

13% 
1% 
4% 
1% 
3% 

-7% 
-4% 

-28% 

581.1 672.6 710.5 772.0 

113.1 
42.7 
52.6 
30.0 
27.9 
12.2 
23.4 

8.8 
10.2 
9.8 

13.3 
11.5 
11.1 
10.4 
7.3 

159.0 
194.2 
159.5 

52.4 
7.8 

127.8 
58.8 
72.0 
49.6 
57.9 
44.0 
30.3 
26.6 

137.8 
45.1 
59.9 
37.5 
33.7 
14.2 
27.0 
11.7 
11.9 
11.8 
15.7 
12.5 
13.1 
12.6 
8.4 

189.4 
229.3 
184.0 
56.8 

9.1 

154.2 
69.9 
80.5 
57.3 
68.1 
51.3 
32.1 
31.8 

152.0 
49.5 
66.0 
42.0 
28.1 
16.2 
23.2 
14.7 
13.6 
14.7 
18.1 
12.7 
16.0 
13.2 
9.7 

204.0 
246.6 
192.6 

53.1 
10.5 

168.8 
82.7 
79.5 
57.4 
77.9 
40.5 
31.2 
28.0 

158.7 
52.8 
70.2 
49.5 
28.9 
17.5 
25.9 
17.3 
15.0 
16.8 
19.9 
13.5 
17.9 
12.9 
10.6 

212.8 
273.2 
209.0 

56.6 
9.9 

176.8 
92.3 
83.8 
63.0 
84.3 
48.1 
32.2 
31.9 

9% 

4% 
7% 
6% 

18% 
3% 
8% 

12% 
18% 
10% 
15% 
10% 
6% 

12% 
-2% 
9% 

4% 
11% 
8% 
7% 

-6% 

5% 
12% 

5% 
10% 
8% 

19% 
3% 

14% 

28.0 

-0.4 
7.8 

-21.4 
-11.7 

-8.0 
3.1 

-5.4 
1.1 
4.1 
2.7 

-1.6 
-1.4 
1.4 
0.6 
8.6 

5.2 
-6.2 
14.5 
4.7 
6.0 

-0.4 
15.2 
-0.2 
19.6 
11.2 
0.6 

-1.4 
-4.1 

45.6 

1.7 
8.7 

-16.8 
-15.3 

-8.1 
7.7 

-4.3 
1.2 
8.1 
4.2 

-3.3 
-0.8 
3.3 
1.3 

10.2 

10.9 
-2.0 
30.8 

1.1 
6.7 

2.9 
27.2 

0.6 
23.5 
12.3 
-2.0 
-2.7 
-1.7 

48.6 

3.5 
7.9 

-23.8 
-21.0 
-10.4 
10.9 
-1.5 
1.9 

10.5 
4.2 

-3.0 
1.6 
1.4 
2.3 

12.1 

16.3 
-15.0 
40.2 
-4.7 
7.3 

8.7 
35.1 
-2.4 
26.5 

9.5 
-0.2 
-1.9 
1.7 

22.7 

9.1 
7.7 

-34.5 
-24.6 

-3.0 
12.0 
-2.1 
2.2 
8.6 
2.5 

-6.0 
2.2 

-6.9 
2.4 
7.6 

27.0 
-63.7 
44.7 

5.5 
5.4 

16.6 
34.1 
4.8 

29.8 
-17.9 

6.6 
1.9 
1.0 

1999 

-13.7 

23.8 
9.7 

-34.9 
-30.2 

-5.8 
11.4 

-11.2 
1.3 
5.5 
1.5 

-8.1 
3.1 

-6.5 
1.3 
5.0 

38.0 
-83.6 
25.3 

0.3 
7.3 

32.6 
25.8 

3.8 
24.7 

-22.5 
-4.4 
-0.6 

-11.0 

c 
o 
(Λ £ SLS 



I* EU-15 trade by main product groups 

Total 

Primary Products 
Food 

Crude materials 
Energy 

Manufactured Goods 
Chemicals 

Machinery and vehicles 
Other manufactured articles 
Other 

1996 

70.2 
41.3 
13.4 
15.4 

544.2 
79.1 

283.0 
182.1 

Exports 
1997 1998 1999 99/98 1996 

Imports 
1997 1998 

79.3 
46.4 
15.7 
17.1 

628.6 
93.3 

331.4 
203.9 

73.0 
44.4 
14.6 
14.0 

643.9 
95.9 

345.4 
202.6 

75.6 
44.1 
15.2 
16.3 

662.3 
105.8 
351.1 
205.4 

12.3 13.2 16.4 20.3 

4% 
-1% 
5% 

16% 
3% 

10% 
2% 
1% 

24% 

158.4 
45.2 
37.3 
76.0 

402.8 
44.3 

189.0 
169.5 

19.8 

176.9 
48.9 
42.8 
85.2 

478.3 
51.6 

230.0 
196.8 

17.3 

154.4 
50.4 
42.4 
61.7 

534.1 
55.6 

267.2 
211.4 

22.0 

1999 99/98 

626.6 721.1 733.3 758.2 3% 581.1 672.6 710.5 772.0 

167.5 
49.9 
40.2 
77.4 

582.4 
58.6 

301.5 
222.2 

22.0 

9% 

9% 
- 1 % 
-5% 
26% 

9% 
6% 

13% 
5% 
0% 

28.0 

-82.1 
-4.1 

-26.6 
-51.4 
115.7 

30.4 
82.6 

2.7 
-5.6 

Bn ECU/euro 
Trade Balance 

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 

45.6 48.6 22.7 -13.7 

-88.2 
-3.9 

-23.8 
-60.5 
141.3 

34.8 
94.0 
12.6 
-7.6 

-97.6 
-2.5 

-27.1 
-68.1 
150.3 
41.7 

101.5 
7.1 

-4.1 

-81.4 
-5.9 

-27.8 
-47.7 
109.8 
40.4 
78.2 
-8.7 
-5.7 

-91.9 
-5.8 

-25.0 
-61.1 
79.9 
47.2 
49.6 

-16.9 
-1.7 

> ESSENTIAL INFORMATION - METHODOLOGICAL NOTES 

Data sources: Customs sources: Eurostat Comext database 

System: Special trade 
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Mediterranean Basin: Ceuta, Melilla, Gibraltar, Malta, Turkey, Albania, Slovenia, Croatia, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia, Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, Egypt, Cyprus, Lebanon, Syria, Israel, West 
Bank/Gaza Strip, Jordan 

Goods classification: Third revision of the Standard International Trade Classification (SITC). 
Food = sections 0+1, Crude Materials = sections 2+4, Energy = section 3, Chemicals = section DAE - Dynamic Asian Economies: Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan, 
5, Machinery and vehicles = section 7, Other manufactured articles = sections 6+8 

Statistical values: CIF values for imports and FOB values for exports 

NAFTA - North American Free Trade Agreement: Canada, Mexico, USA 

Candidates: Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, 
Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Turkey 

EFTA-European Free Trade Association: Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, Switzerland 

Hong Kong 

OPEC - Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries: Algeria, Libya, Nigeria, Venezuela, 
Iraq, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar, United Arab Emirates, Indonesia 

ACP: 71 African, Caribbean and Pacific countries 

CIS - Commonwealth of Independent States: Ukraine, Belarus, Moldova, Russia, Georgia, 
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan 

In this report, 1 Bn = 1000 million 



Further information: 
> Reference publications 

Title External and intra-EU trade - monthly statistics 

Catalogue No CA-AR-00-001-EN-C Price EUR 20 

Databases 

Comext 

Domain: EC Special Trade 

To obtain information or to order publications, databases and special sets of data, please contact the Data Shop network: 

B E L G I Q U E / B E L G I Ë D A N M A R K D E U T S C H L A N D E S P A N A F R A N C E ITAL IA - R o m a 

Eurostat Data Shop 

Bruxelles/Brussel 

Planlstat Belgique 

124 Rue du Commerce 

Handelsstraat 124 

B-1000 BRUXELLES /BRUSSEL 

Tel. (32-2) 234 67 50 

Fax (32-2) 234 67 51 

E-Mail: datashop@planistalbe 

ITALIA - M i l ano 

DANMARKS STATISTIK 

Bibliotek og Information 

Eurostat Data Shop 

Sejregade 11 

DK-2100 KØBENHAVN 0 

Tel. (45-39) 17 30 30 

Fax (45-39) 17 30 03 

E-Mail: bib@dsLdk 

STATISTISCHES BUNDESAMT 

Eurostat Data Shop Berlin 

Otto-Braun-StrafSe 70-72 

D-10178 BERLIN 

Tel. (49-30) 23 24 64 27/28 

Fax (49-30) 23 24 64 30 

E-Mail: 

datashop@statistik-bund.de 

INE Eurostat Data Shop 

Paseo de la Castellana, 183 

Oficina 009 

Entrada por Estèbanez Calderón 

E-28046 MADRID 

Tel. (34-91)5839167 

Fax (34-91) 579 71 20 

E-Mail: datashop.eurostat@ine.es 

INSEE Info Service 

Eurostat Data Shop 

195. rue de Bercy 

Tour Gamma A 

F-75582 PARIS CEDEX 12 

Tel. (33-1) 5317 88 44 

Fax (33-1) 5317 88 22 

E-Mail: datashop@insee.fr 

ISTAT 

Centro di Informazione Statistica 

Sede di Roma, Eurostat Data Shop 

Vìa Cesare Balbo. 11a 

1-00184 ROMA 

Tel. (39-06) 46 73 31 02/06 

Fax (39-06) 46 73 31 01/07 

E-Mail: dipdiff@istat.it 

LUXEMBOURG NEDERLAND NORGE PORTUGAL SCHWEIZ /SUISSEJSVIZZERA 

ISTAT 

Ufficio Regionale per la Lombardia 

Eurostat Data Shop 

Via Fieno 3 

1-20123 MILANO 

Tel. (39-02) 8061 32460 

Fax (39-02) 8061 32304 

E-mail: mileuro@lin.it 

Eurostat Data Shop Luxembourg 

BP 453 

L-2014 LUXEMBOURG 

4. rue A. Weícker 

L-2721 LUXEMBOURG 

Tel. (352) 43 35 22 51 

Fax (352) 43 35 22 221 

E-Mail: dsluxígeurostatdatashop Ju 

STATISTICS NETHERLANDS 

Eurostat Data Shop-Voorburg 

po box 4000 

2270 JM VOORBURG 

Nederland 

Tel. (31-70) 337 49 00 

Fax (31-70) 337 59 84 

E-Mail: datashop@cbs.nl 

Statistics Norway 

Library and Information Centre 

Eurostat Data Shop 

Kongens gate 6 

P. b. 8131, dep. 

N-0033 OSLO 

Tel. (47-22) 86 46 43 

Fax (47-22) 86 45 04 

E-Mail: datashop@ssb.no 

Eurostat Data Shop Lisboa 

INE/Serviço de Difusão 

Av. António José de Almeida, 2 

P-1000-043 LISBOA 

Tel, (351-21)842 6100 

Fax (351-21) 842 63 64 

E-Mail: data.shop@ine.pt 

Statistisches Amt des Kantons 

Zürich, Eurostat Data Shop 

Bleicherweg 5 

CH-8090 Zürich 

Tel. (41-1) 225 12 12 

Fax (41-1) 2251299 

E-Mail: datashop@zh.ch 

Internetadresse: 

http://www.zh.cn/statisik 

S U O M I / F I N L A N D SVERIGE UNITED K I N G D O M UNITED K I N G D O M UNITED S T A T E S OF A M E R I C A 

Eurostat Data Shop Helsinki 

Tilastokirjasta 

Postiosoite: PL 2B 

Käyntiosoite: Tyopajakatu 13 Β, 2 krs 

FIN-00022 Tilastokeskus 

Tel. (358-9) 17 34 22 21 

Fax (358-9) 17 34 22 79 

S-posti dalashcp tilastokeskus@tilastokeskus Γι 

Internetadresse: 

hllp://www.tJlastokeskus Mk/kWdatashcp html 

STATISTICS SWEDEN 

Information service 

Eurostat Data Shop 

Karlavägen 100 - Box 24 300 

S-104 51 STOCKHOLM 

Tel. (46-8) 50 69 48 01 

Fax (46-8) 50 69 48 99 

E-Mail: infoservice@scb.se 

URL: http://www.scb.se/info/datashop/ 

eudatashop.asp 

Eurostat Data Shop 

Enquiries & advice and 

publications 

Office for National Statistics 

Customers & Electronic Services Unit 

1 Drummond Gate - B1/05 

UK-LONDON SW1V2QQ 

Tel. (44-171) 533 56 76 

Fax (44-1633) 812 762 

E-Mail: eurostat.datashop@ons.gov.uk 

Eurostat Data Shop 

Electronic Data Extractions, 

Enquiries & advice - R.CADE 

Unit 1L Mountjoy Research Centre 

University of Durham 

UK - DURHAM DH1 3SW 

Tel: (44-191) 374 7350 

Fax: (44-191)384 4971 

E-Mail: r-cade@dur.acuk 

URL: http://www-rcade.dur.ac.uk 

HAVER ANALYTICS 

Eurostat Data Shop 

60 East 42nd Street 

Suite 3310 

USA-NEW YORK, NY 10165 

Tel. (1-212)986 93 00 

Fax (1-212) 986 58 57 

E-Mail: eurodata@haver.com 

Media Support Eurostat (for professional journalists only): 

Bech Building Office A3/48 · L-2920 Luxembourg · Tel (352) 4301 33408 · Fax (352) 4301 32649 · e-mail: media.support@cec.eu,int 

For information on methodology: 

Tim Allen, Eurostat/C4, L-2920 Luxembourg, Tel.: (352) 4301 35098, Fax: (352) 4301 34339, e-mail: timothy.allen@cec.eu.int 

ORIGINAL: English 

Please visit our web site at vvww.europa.eu.int/comm/eurostat/ for further information! 

A list of worldwide sales outlets is available at the Office for Official Publications of the European Communities. 

2 rue Mercier - L-2985 Luxembourg 

Tel. (352) 2929 42118 Fax (352) 2929 42709 

Internet Address http://eur-op.eu.int/fr/gineral/s-ad.htm 

e-mail: info.info@cec.eu.int 
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