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1. OVERVIEW

1.0 Introduction

1.0.0 This report has been prepared for submission
to the Council, the European Parliament and
the Economic and Social Committee in accor-
dance with Article 6 of the Council Decision
(83/624/EEC) of 25 November 1983.

1.0.11In its decision of 25 November 1983*, the
Council entrusted the Commission with the
implementation of a plan for the transnational
development of the supporting infrastructure
for innovation and technology transfer, to co-
ver a period of three years at an estimated cost
of 10 million ECU.

To assist the Commission in implementing
this plan, the same decision also instituted the
Consultative Committee on Innovation and
Technology Transfer — CIT**,

The annexes to the Council Decision also con-
tained an anlysis of the scope of actions to be
taken (Annex 1) and a list of priority actions for
1983 (Annex lll). The Commission has declared
that this list remains valid for 1984.

1.0.2 The very late date of Decision’s publication
(O.J. No. L 353 of 15. 12. 83) meant that the plan
could not be launched until January 1984. 1984
therefore constitutes the first full year of the
programme’s application.

1.1 Philosophy, evaluation and prospects

1.1.1 The philosophy behind the plan

The Council Decision is based on the following
three aims. As a general principle, action
should be taken to ensure that more inventions
and ideas do indeed mature into new projects
and methods, while there should also be a re-
duction in the time now elapsing between the
invention and the marketing of a given product
or process. At the same time, the necessary
action should be taken by the Community —
since it alone can do this effectively — to de-
rive real benefit from the advantages offered
by the large economic unit of the EEC with its
gradual resemblance to a single domestic mar-
ket. In order to do this, the plan relies predomi-
nantly on two direct methods and one indirect
method:

— The stimulation of personal contacts ac-
ross frontiers in fields that are important for
innovation and technology transfer, as a
means of accelerating information flows
and developing mutual trust;

— stimulation of cross-border exchanges of
information in the fields of innovation and
technology transfer by collating approp-
riate technical information and supporting
specialized information media;

— improving the effectiveness of national and
regional innovation policy through ex-
changes of experience and, where necessa-
ry, coordination.

* See 0.J. No. L 353 of 15. 12. 83
** List of members see NL 40

1.1.2

Transforming these ideas into specific action
always involves, albeit with variations, re-
liance on the same range of instruments.
When a given field of action is accorded prior-
ity, possible measures are analysed and defi-
ned in cooperation with experts at symposia,
seminars or congresses. The participants at
these meetings are selected by the national
delegations in CIT or by professional associa-
tions; alternatively, they may be private indivi-
duals responding to a public announcement of
the meeting. The second step comprises pilot
projects, public calls for proposals in the Offi-
cial Journal of the European Communities or,
in a few cases, the formation of a Europe-wide
professional association. In the latter case,
the Commission’s policy is to provide support
only for the establishment and initial activities
of the organization, to decrease this progres-
sively and stop it after about three years. Un-
der normal circumstances, the third step then
consists of comprehensive actions, chosen by
the Commission and discussed with CIT. Fun-
damental emphasis has been placed on partial
co-financing by the interested parties. This
avoids the ‘bandwagon’ effect and ensures de-
finite motivation on the part of the partici-
pants. Shortage of resources also means that
the Commission makes extensive use of so-
called multipliers: technology transfer consul-
tants, venture capital companies, standards
experts, experts in patents and licences, in-
formation brokers, media experts, etc. Be-
cause these ‘intermediaries’ usually work for
small and medium-sized enterprises, this si-
multaneously imbues the plan’s implementa-
tion with the desired appeal to SME's. The sig-
nificance of this lies in the fact that SMEs have
an important part to play in the innovation pro-
cess and that their small size makes them de-
pendent on these intermediary services while
large firms can afford to maintain their own de-
partments to handle these matters. The total
effect of this approach is to allow the Commis-
sion’s contractual partners to participate, at
grass-roots level, in the formulation of policy.

Evaluation

In all, the actions which received a favourable
opinion from the CIT in 1984 will require Com-
mission financing to the tune of 2460 000
ECU. In other words, by the end of the year, all
the budget resources set aside for 1983 and
part of those earmarked for 1984 had been
committed, and a certain momentum had been
achieved in implementing the plan despite ma-
jor problems of a threefold nature:

— the general problems experienced during
the launch phase in setting up the CIT;

— the particular problems caused by the ac-
tual text of the Council Decision which,
since it prescribes a multiplicity of deci-
sion-making procedures for the various
stages of project implementation, has led
to interpretation problems within the CIT on
the part of some national delegations;




— the problems caused by the budgetary re-
strictions facing the Commission, which
made it possible to provide only a fraction
of the number of staff proposed in its own
Communication to the Council (cf. page 26
of COM (82) 251 final of 15 July 1982).

1.1.3 Prospects

Under normal circumstances, 1985 will see the
commitment of all the initial resources set
aside for 1984 (2 million ECU), the additional
amount initially provided for in Chapter 100 (2
million ECU) and the majority of the resources
set aside for 1985 (the final amount of which
will depend on the decision still to be taken by
the budgetary authority).

Experience shows that implementation of the
plan follows the same sequence as an organic
process in which an initial phase of gradual
learning is followed by a growth phase which
has to be mastered.

The actions now in hand have themselves
generated new ideas and promising avenues
to explore. From the standpoint of the Europe-
an economy, it is regrettable that the Commis-
sion has been forced to set deliberate limits to
possible action as a consequence of its re-
stricted budget and the shortage of the neces-
sary personnel to plan, and even more to carry
out, these projects.

In recognition of the Council’s resolutions of
29 and 30 March 1985, which accepted the
promotion of innovation as a specific Com-
munity aim, the Commission will take approp-
riate measures to ensure further development
of the plan to meet the needs of European
competitiveness. It would be regrettable if the
hopes of the business community had to be
dashed. To the extent that the Commission
can only act with the agreement of the Council
and Parliament, its next action will be to sub-
mit to these institutions some specific propo-
sals to accompany the interim report then due.

2. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PLAN: ACTIVITIES

2.0 Introduction

2.0.1 Annex | of the Council Decision of 25 Novem-

ber 1983 provides a detailed list of the precise
fields within which specific action can be tak-
en, grouped into three sections based on diffe-
rent themes.

The first stresses ‘human networks’ and the
liaison mechanisms which have to be establis-
hed or strengthened to facilitate innovation
diffusion within the Community and increase
technology transfer.

The second concerns strenghtening those
structures which encourage innovation and
technology exchanges. In this case, the em-
phasis is on specific instruments for diffusing
knowledge or organizing the patents and li-
cencing markets.

The third involves ideas and particularly con-
cerns coordination between Member States
and comparison of experience obtained with
specific technologies. This approach involved
initial discussions within the CIT on how, and
in which fields, such coordination should be
arranged.

The Commission’s work has nonetheless
largely been concerned, on the one hand, with
attempts to resolve problems of interpretation
of the Council Decision, and, more important-
ly, with helping towards the development of
‘human networks’ and certain instruments. In
this, the Commission has followed the prioriti-
es laid out in Annex Ill of the Council Decision.
These were laid down for 1983 and were then,
after consultation with the Committee, provi-
sionally adopted by the Commission as prio-
rities for 1984 as provided for in item F of An-
nex |l of the Decision.

2.0.2 After a preliminary meeting on 13 and 14 De-

cember 1983, involving some of the future
members of the Committee, the CIT held five

plenary meetings in 1984 on 15 February, 3 and
4 May, 14 and 15 June, 21 September and 9 No-
vember, in which discussions centered both
on general matters and on individual Commis-
sion projects. Of the latter, 15 were studied
last year in greater detail by the Committee
which, before the end of 1984, approved the im-
plemention of ten of them. The Commission is
currently putting the final touches to the re-
maining five projects, while a further three new
ones are being developed by the Commission
using the methodology described above under
1.2.1.

In consequence, three calls for proposals have
been published by the Commission in the Offi-
cial Journal of the European Communities
(two in OJ C210 of 10 August 1984 and one in
0J C255 of 22 September 1984).

In addition, there have been several meetings
of experts nominated by the CIT on the follow-
ing specific subjects;

® common patents and licencing market on
15/16 October and 20/21 November 1984 (Ac-
tion No 9)*

® EuroTechAlert on 17 November 1984 (Action
No 2).

Two other groups were formed but did not
meet until 1985:

@ information on limited-access technologies
and markets (17 and 18 January 1985) (Ac-
tion No 15)

® ICONE (17 January 1985) (Action No 7).

2.1 ‘Human networks’

2.1.1 ‘Support for the establishment and initial acti-

vities of liaison mechanisms’
This is the first group of actions mentioned in
Annex Il of the Decision (‘priority actions for

* A list of these activities is to be found in Annex




1983’), — it explicitly lists local authorities,
venture capitalists and associations of tech-
nology and management advisory services (in-
novation consultancy and technology transfer
centres, together with similar private and pub-
lic bodies).

2.1.1.1 Standing Technological Conference of
European Local Authorities — STCELA

The foundation of STCELA arose from
an awareness that innovation is often
hampered not by technical factors but
rather by market conditions, particular-
ly where the market is excessively frag-
mented.

Since August 1983, STCELA has had
the status of an international scientific
association as defined by the Belgian
law of 25 October 1919, as amended by
that of 6 December 1954, with its aims
being defined (Article 2 of the statutes)
as:

‘better identification of local authoriti-
es’ requirements for new or improved
products to fulfil their responsibilities;
a better exchange of information betwe-
en members and all other public or pri-
vate organizations in order to improve
the efficiency and productivity of the
services in their charge, particularly
through the application of technical in-
novation.’

As a part of the plan’s implementation,
the STCELA secretariat has submitted
a number of ambitious projects to the
Commission.

The CIT agreed, during its second meet-
ing on 3 and 4 May 1984, that a feasibil-
ity study should be carried out on the
publication of a specialized journal
‘New local government technology’ (Ac-
tion No 10) and on the establishment of
an information service on pilot and de-
monstration projects using technologi-
es of interest to local authorities (Ac-
tion No 11).

Among other projects put forward, the
CIT also came to a favourable opinion
(third meeting on 14 and 15 june 1984)
on the first year’s implementation of a
project concerning ‘local authority’ ac-
tions on household refuse treatment
and vehicle fleet management’.
(STCELA Action No 2 as revised).

Nevertheless, in conjunction with the
Commission, the CIT attached a num-
ber of conditions to its approval, such
as:

® the establishment of direct links bet-
ween STCELA and individual local
authorities, so that the latter would
be fully informed of the activities of
the Standing Technological Confe-
rence and would therefore be able to
participate and benefit from it;

® the provision of guarantees that the
STCELA organization is fully capa-

ble of carrying out the necessary
work.

The actual implementation of the acti-
vities proposed by the association ap-
pears to be hindered by difficulties aris-
ing from the above conditions.

For this reason, and in full awareness of
the importance of transnational coo-
peration between local authorities in
the field of innovation and technology
transfer, the Commission is exploring
other fields and other possible ap-
proaches which could, wherever ap-
propriate, also involve STCELA. The CIT
is kept regularly informed of develop-
ments.

2.1.1.2 Venture capital

Since 1978, the Commission has be-
come very aware of the role of venture
capital in stimulating innovation and in
the technological renewal of European
companies.

After a number of preliminary studies, a
pilot project was launched and run from
October 1980 to September 1983. lis
aim was to test, on an experimental
scale, the potential for Europe-wide
cooperation between companies fi-
nancing innovation in order to stimulate
rapid development of new innovative
companies by giving them direct ac-
cess to Community markets as if these
formed a single domestic market.

This pilot project showed that it was ne-
cessary to:

— create a European infrastructure for
the conception, coordination and re-
presentation of a newly emerging
profession which is much more deve-
loped in some Member States than
in others;

— have access to a means of finance
specifically adapted to stimulating
innovation using venture capital (cf
proposal of 7 June 1983) with the aim
of establishing a European innova-
tion loan (COM (83) 241 final and
COM (84) 21 final).

On completion of this project, it was de-
cided to create a ‘European Venture Ca-
pital Association’ (EVCA) as an interna-
tional non-profit making organization
under Belgian law and with its registe-
red offices in Brussels.

The EVCA held its first ordinary general
meeting in Brussels on 9 November
1983.

As described in Article 3 of its statutes,
‘the aim of the association is to stimu-
late study and discussion of the man-
agement of venture capital and of the
investment of venture capital within the
European Economic Community-in or-
der to establish and maintain a venture
capital industry to finance innovation




and small and medium-sized undertak-
ings by means of its own funds and in
order to establish high standards of
business ethics and professional com-
petence.’

The association’s priority actions can
be grouped under eight headings:

— the establishment of a code of good
professional practice to be respec-
ted by members in order to ensure
the authority and reputation of this
new form of financial activity;

— to make the profession better known
and so give it a privileged position in
discussions with the various natio-
nal and European institutions provid-
ing funds for innovative small and
medium-sized undertakings;

— to encourage the formation of Eu-
ropean syndicates of venture capital
companies in order to increase the
level of transnational investment
within the EEC;

— to develop reference networks of ex-
perts and consultants to encourage
the transnational development of un-
dertakings financed by venture capi-
tal companies;

— to stimulate contact within the pro-
fession and also to organize ses-
sions where members can compare
notes on their experience in certain
chosen fields;

— to maintain regular links with a cer-
tain number of regional, national and
international organizations;

—to collect economic, financial and
fiscal information useful to venture
capital development in Europe;

— to disseminate information on the
profession’s activities, for example
in the form of reference publications.

Although not part of the plan, the Com-
mission has signed a contract with the
EVCA covering its establishment and
initial operations and valued at 170 000
ECU. All these operations were to be
completed during the nine month’s pe-
riod to 30 September 1984.

As part of the plan, the CIT has twice
agreed to continue to support the
EVCA'’s activities:

— on the occasion of its second meet-
ing (2 and 3 May), it approved an ex-
tension of Community aid for the
third quarter of 1984 (Action No 3), al-
though it recommended that, if Com-
munity aid continued in the follow-
ing years, it should be degressive in
nature;

—on 9 November (5th meeting) this
principle of progressive reduction
was implemented when the topic of

Community aid for 1985 (Action No
16) was discussed. In addition, the
CIT expressed the wish that the As-
sociation’s activities should concen-
trate on canvassing for new mem-
bers in those regions where it was
currently poorly represented and on
the formation of European syndicat-
es of venture capital companies in
order to encourage transnational in-
vestment within the EEC.

In its first year, the EVCA has more than
doubled its membership so that at the
end of 1984 it had 86 members, of whom
52 were full members and 34 associate
members, from all Member States and
also from countries outside the Com-
munity, particularly Spain and Portugal.

In addition, the Association has pur-
sued a vigorous publicity policy:

® publication of a quarterly newsletter
@ holding two internal seminars

® cooperating, in October 1984, with
the Commission to organize a
symposium on ‘Improving venture
capital opportunities in Europe’

® preparation of a brochure entitled:
‘Raising venture capital in Europe:
an entrepreneur’s guidebook’.

2.1.1.3 The European Association for the

Transfer of Technologies, Innovation
and Industrial Information — TII

The third liaison mechanism explicitly
mentioned in the Council Decision
among the priority actions for 1983 was
the formation of ‘associations of tech-
nology and management advisory servi-
ces’ including ‘technology awareness
agencies’.

The idea of creating a European asso-
ciation for industrial information trans-
fer was put forward during a sympo-
sium held jointly by the Parliamentary
Assembly of the Council of Europe, the
Commission and the Alsace Chamber
of Commerce and Industry on 26, 27 and
28 May 1982.

In November 1983, the Commission ne-
gotiated a contract with the Institute for
regional cooperation in intra-Communi-
ty border regions (IRI), charging this or-
ganization with the formal foundation
of the association and its initial opera-
tions, all of this work to be carried out
over a one year period.

Community funds, using appropriations
other than those of the plan, have been
made available for this work.

The association officially came into be-
ing, on the occasion of a general consti-
tutive meeting, in Luxembourg on 4 May
1984. Its definitive title is the ‘European
Association for the Transfer of Techno-
logies, Innovation and Industrial Infor-




mation’. Nevertheless, in practice, it
was decided to use the abbreviation TlI
derived from the simpler original ver-
sion of its title. Its constitution is in ac-
cordance with the Luxembourg law of
21 April 1928 on non-profit making orga-
nizations and public utilities. Its main
aims are:

® to stimulate innovation in industry,

® to promote transnational technologi-
cal transfer and

® to encourage transnational coopera-
tion between European companies.

Its initial activities involved organizing:

— professional exchange between
members

— short and medium-term transnatio-
nal secondments for training purpo-
ses

— seminars on various aspects of inno-
vation consultancy in small and me-
dium-sized undertakings

— permanent study groups and

— action aimed at forming a common
market for saleable technologies.

When the matter was referred to it by
the Commission, the third meeting of
the Committee approved the continua-
tion of aid for the initial activities of the
Association covering the period from 18
November 1984 to 31 December 1985,
using the plan’s appropriations, but re-
served its judgement on aid for a further
period and stated that such aid would,
in any case, be degressive in nature.

During the first six months of its exi-
stence, the Association has consider-
ably expanded its membership, which
now numbers approximately 100 organi-
zations.

It has organized an internal seminar in
Copenhagen and an exploratory visit to
Belgium, published an introductory bro-
chure and actively participated in the
organization of several activities such
as the installation of a Telefax network
between agencies for the transfer of in-
dustrial information and the planning of
a European data bank covering the
supply and demand of technologies.

2.1.2 Transnational cooperation between advisory
organizations

One of the main aims of the plan is the deve-
lopment of transnational cooperation between
small and medium-sized undertakings, particu-
larly in the field of technological exchange, in
order to achieve more rapid penetration of new
products and services throughout the Commu-
nity market.

To achieve this aim, the Commission has pro-
posed placing particular reliance on interme-

diaries in the form of advisory services within
different Member States, in the form of natural

or legal persons, public institutions or private
enterprises.

This is because experience has shown that as-
sociations of companies, particularly small
and medium-sized ones, can only be fully suc-
cessful if they are assisted by competent pro-
fessionals.

The Commission has therefore attempted, by
means of several measures approved by the
CIT, to establish or strengthen intermediary
networks with the ultimate aim of achieving
transnational cooperation between compa-
nies.

2.1.2.1 Call for proposals C210/03

Published in the Official Journal C210
of 10 August 1984, this call concerned
‘the promotion of transnational coope-
ration between technology and mana-
gement advisory services to small and
medium-sized enterprises’.

The intention was to assist the esta-
blishment of lasting exchange systems
between advisory bodies to enable
them to play an active intermediary role
in achieving considerable growth in
transnational technological exchanges
between the small and medium-sized
companies in their country.

The favourable response to this call is
indicated by the 95 proposals which re-
ached the Commission, 43 from organi-
zations that had already found one or
more partner and 52 from candidates
without partners.

In 18 cases, representing a total of 44
public and private bodies from nine
Member States, the Commission
agreed to provide funding totalling 1
million ECU for a period of one year.

Partnerships have thus been created
between organizations in Lyons (F) and
Copenhagen (DK), London (UK) and Mil-
an (IT), Dublin (IRL) and Belfast (UK),
Marseilles (F), Genoa (IT) and Piraeus
(GR), Berlin (D) and Hatfield (UK), etc.

At its second meeting on 3 and 4 May
1984, the CIT had approved this action
in principle (Action No 1).

The practical methods of evaluating
and selecting applicants, and the re-
spective responsibility in this field of
the Commission and the Committee
provoked considerable discussion.

In view of the number and quality of the
applications, similar calls for proposals
are envisaged in 1985 and 1986.

2.1.2.2 Exploratory visits and professional se-
condments

Parallel to Action 1 described in the pre-
ceding paragraph, three complementa-
ry actions (Actions 5, 6 and 14) have
been implemented with the same aim of
encouraging the establishment of la-
sting transnational networks of adviso-




ry bodies specialized in technology
transfer and innovation management.

At its second and third meetings, the
CIT expressed a favourable opinion on
these actions which are intended to pre-
cede and to some extent prepare the
ground for Action 1.

a) Exploratory visits (Action 5)

The aim of this action is to permit in-
dustrial information transfer agents:

—to get to know each other as
quickly and as efficiently as possi-
ble;

— to study working practices outside
their own country;

—to explore the possibilities of
transnational cooperation particu-
larly in technology transfer, finan-
cing etc.

This approach involves guided visits
lasting several days, for groups of ab-
out 20 people, to a given Member Sta-
te. They are open exclusively to
agents working in another country.

The three to four-day programme for
this kind of visit is split up into visits
of approximately one day to organi-
zations in different parts of the coun-
try.

Management of this action has been
entrusted to the TIlI (cf. paragraph
2.1.1.3 above).

b) Short (Action 6) and medium term
(Action 14) transnational professio-
nal secondments for information
transfer agents

The aim of these actions is similar to
that of the guided visits described for
Action 5 above, though they are in-
tended to go into the subject more
deeply.

Action 6 is intended to enable an in-
dustrial information transfer agent,
by means of a secondment lasting
approximately 15 days, to become fa-
miliar with the working methods of
an organization in another country
and to establish the basis of perma-
nent transnational cooperation in the
form of personal contacts with col-
leagues of other nationalities.

Action 14 is completely identical ex-
cept for provising for rather longer
secondments of up to three months.

2.1.2.3 Call for proposals C255/05

Although not falling within the plan,
this call for proposals adopted the
same approach as the preceding one
but, in this case, concerned exporting
and was thus intended to form transna-
tional networks of intermediaries to fo-
ster cooperation among the small and
medium-sized companies of the various
countries.

This second call for proposals (OJ C255
of 22 September 1984) was, however,
more exploratory in nature.

On the assumption that innovative
small and medium-sized enterprises
would, by pooling their export effort,
maximize their potential in tackling
world markets and might lead indirectly
to technological exchanges, the Com-
mission hoped both to test the validity
of this concept and to find out which of
the specialized advisory bodies would
be prepared to form teams to look after
pilot projects in this field.

More than 250 applications, from all
Member States, were received within a
very brief period. A seminar held on 6
and 7 March 1985 in Luxembourg, made
it possible to bring the proposers toge-
ther to compare methods and to decide
what follow up action is required within
the framework of the plan.

2.2 Structural Improvements

Chapter 2 of Annex | to the Council Decision sets
out a list of subject areas in which there would
seem to be need for Community action with a view
to strengthening the underlying structures to facili-
tate innovation and provide optimum conditions for
technology transfer.

These activities are centered on three ideas:

® Firstly, innovation requires early awareness of
technological openings: what is needed are facili-
ties for keeping firms, and especially SMEs, infor-
med of new technologies and potential markets.
A number of specific actions examined by the CIT
in 1984 come under this heading.

@ Secondly, the European market for patents and
licences needs organizing with a view to develo-
ping transnational technology transfer.

® Finally, several of the obstacles in the way of the
rapid marketing of new products, services or pro-
cesses will have to be removed.

2.2.1 Improving information on technologies and
markets

2.2.1.1 Call for proposals C210/02: ‘Conferen-
ces’

The idea behind this action, which re-
ceived a favourable opinion from the
CIT at its third meeting on 14 and 15
June 1984 (Action No 4), was to help the
organizers of conferences on technolo-
gy or innovation to give a European di-
mension to their event, more specifical-
ly by bringing in speakers from other
Member States, by making a special eff-
ort to reach potential participants from
countries other than that in which the
conference was due to be held, and by
circulating the proceedings throughout
the Community.

A call for proposals ‘for the promotion
of European conferences on technolo-
gy and innovation’ was published in the
Official Journal (OJ C210 of 10 August




1984) and met with an enthusiastic re-
sponse.

Of the 139 proposals received, the Com-
mission selected 21 to receive financial
aid totalling 400 000 ECU. The idea is
that some of the Community’s financial
support may be recoverable from any
surplus income accruing to the confe-
rence organizers, pursuant to Article 5
of the Council Decision.

2.2.1.2 EuroTechAlert: a European technology
awareness scheme

The aim of this project (Action No 2) is
to set up a .cooperative technology
-awareness network at European level
based on the UK’s experience with its
TechAlert scheme, in which a specialist
team from the Department of Trade and
Industry conducts a systematic search
from the reports produced by public re-
search establishments to extract infor-
mation likely to be of interest to indu-
stry. This information is then précised,
and the results made available to the
publishers of trade journals with a view
to selection and publication.

The EuroTechAlert project was discus-
sed by the CIT, and a favourable opinion
(in principle) was expressed at the se-
cond meeting on 3 and 4 May 1984.

In accordance with the Committee’s re-
comendations, a group of national ex-
perts met in Luxembourg on 16 Novem-
ber 1984 to discuss the practical
aspects of the project, for which a final
opinion is still needed from the CIT.

2.2.1.2 EuroTechAlert: a European technology
awareness scheme

The aim of this project (Action No 2) is
to set up a cooperative technology
awareness network at European level
based on the UK’s experience with its
TechAlert scheme, in which a specialist
team from the Department of Trade and
Industry conducts a systematic search
from the reports produced by public re-
search establishments to extract infor-
mation likely to be of interest to indu-
stry. This information is then precised,
and the results made available to the
publishers of trade journals with a view
to selection and publication.

2.2.1.4 Information on limited-access techno-
logies and markets

On a number of occasions, the Commit-
tee has discussed the problem of the
acquisition, analysis and dissemination
of information on limited access tech-
nologies and markets, with special refe-
rence to the potential importance of Ja-
panese grey literature (Action No 15).

An inital restricted meeting of experts
was held in Luxembourg on 5 June
1984, and a second, more general, mee-

ting was held on 17 and 18 January
1985.

The conclusions will be submitted to
the CIT in the near future.

2.2.2 Establishment of a common market for pa-

tents and licences

Technology transfer is the result of contacts
between two interested parties, i.e. the techno-
logy supplier and the technology acquirer. The-
re are a number of ways of establishing con-
tacts, such as holding specialist technology
transfer fairs, publishing catalogues or using
specialist technology transfer agents (or bro-
kers), and setting up computerized data banks.

Two seminars were held in Luxembourg on 15
and 16 October and on 20 and 21 November
1984 to explore these various techniques and
to assess the need for a centralized European
information system on potential technological
applications.

A detailed project (Action No 9) is now being
formulated in close conjunction with the TII
Association (see 2.1.1.3 above) and DG III’s Bu-
siness Cooperation Centre.

2.2.3 Removing obstacles to innovation: informa-

tion on industrial standards (ICONE)

Paragraph 2.3 of Annex | to the Council Deci-
sion sets out two specific types of action:

® firstly, speeding up the dissemination of pu-
blic invitations to tender by the introduction
of new communications media

® secondly, setting up an up-to-date informa-
tion system on technical regulations and
standards.

Only the second point has so far been exami-
ned by the CIT.

The project aimed at setting up a comparative
index of national and European standards
(ICONE - Action No 7) has been discussed on a
number of occasions by the Committee which,
in view of the complexity of the problem, re-
commended that a meeting of national experts
be called to discuss the matter and, to avoid
duplication of effort, contact be made with
other relevant Community organizations.

As aresult, this particular project — which will
have to be resubmitted to the CIT — has been
discussed with DG lll, the Information and Te-
lecommunications Technologies Task Force,
the European Committee for Standardization
(CEN) and the European Committee for Elec-
tro-technical Standardization (CENELEC). It
was then again discussed by the national ex-
perts at an ad hoc meeting held in Luxembourg
on 17 January 1985.




ANNEX

A. Actions examined by the CIT in 1984 under the Plan for the transnational deve-
lopment of the supporting infrastructure for innovation and technology transfer.

Favourable
opinion
from the CIT for
a total of: ECU

I. ‘HUMAN NETWORKS’:
1. Consultative services

Action 1: Promotion of transnational cooperation between technology and

management advisory services to small and medium-sized enterprises. 1.000.000
Action 13: European Association for the Transfer of Technologies, Innovation and

Industrial Information (TlI). 150.000
Action 5: Exploratory visits for industrial information transfer agents within the

Community. 100.000
Action 6: Transnational secondments between industrial information transfer

agents. 100.000
Action 14: Long-term transnational secondments between industrial information

transfer agents 150.000

2. Venture captial
Action 3: ‘European Venture Capital Association’ (October - December 1984). 60.000
Action 16: Continuation of EVCA activities in 1985 160.000

3. Local authorities
Action 10: Feasibility study concerning a STCELA technical periodical. 5.000

Action 11: Feasibility study concerning a STCELA transnational information service
on pilot schemes and demonstration projects in the field of new local
government technologies.

5.000

Action 12: Local authority actions in household refuse treatment and vehicle fleet

management. 130.000

Il. THETOLLS

Action 4: Promotion of the ‘Europeanization’ of conferences on technology and

innovation. 400.000
Action 7: Comparative index of European standards (ICONE). Opinion in hand
Action 9: European exchange network for licence offers and requests. Opinion in hand
Action 2: Technology awareness scheme on the results of research in Europe

(EuroTechAlert). 200.000
Action 8: Improving the utilization of the results of publicly-funded research. Opinion in hand
Action 15: Information on limited-access technologies and markets Opinion in hand

Total 2.460.000




B. Actions in numerical order

Action sheet ECU Report page
No 1rev.2 Call for proposals on the promotion of transnational cooperation

between technology and management advisory services to small

and medium-sized enterprises. 1.000.000 6
No2vev.1 Technology awareness scheme on the results of research

in Europe (EuroTechAlert). 200.000 8
No 3 European Venture Capital Association (October - December 1984). 60.000 5
Nod4rev.1 Promotion of the ‘Europeanization’ of conferences on technology

and innovation. 400.000 7
No5rev.2 Exploratory visits for industrial information transfer agents

within the Community. 100.000 7
No6rev.2 Transnational secondments between industrial information

transfer agents. 100.000 7
No 7 Comparative index of European standards (ICONE). Opinion in hand 8
No 8 Improving the utilization of the results of publicly-funded

research. Opinion in hand 8
No9 European exchange network for licence offers and requests. Opinion in hand 8
No 10 Feasibility study concerning a STCELA technical periodical

on ‘New local government technology’. 5.000 4
No 11 Feasibility study concerning a STCELA transnational information

service on central (or regional) government sponsored pilot

schemes and demonstration projects in the field of new local

government technologies. 5.000 4
No 12 STCELA proposal No 2 (revised): Local authority actions in

household refuse treatment and vehicle fleet management. 130.000 4
No 13 European Association for the Transfer of Technologies,

Innovation and Industrial Information (Tl). 150.000 5
No 14 Long-term transnational secondments between industrial

information transfer agents. 150.000 7
No 15 Information on limited-access technologies and markets. Opinion in hand 16
No 16 Continuation of EVCA activities in 1985. 160.000 5

TOTAL 2.460.000




ATTENTION: DATE LIMITE LE 7 SEPTEMBRE

COOPERATION TRANS-NATIONALE
ENTRE SERVICES CONSULTATIFS EN
MATIERE DE TECHNOLOGIE ET DE
GESTION DE L’INNOVATION, ET
AUTRES ORGANISMES SIMILAIRES
PUBLICS ET PRIVES AUPRES DES
PETITES ET MOYENNES ENTREPRISES

Appel a propositions

En aodt 1984, la Commission des communautés euro-
péennes a pour la premiére fois demandé a des servic-
es consultatifs en matiére de technologie et de gestion
de I'innovation et & d’autres organismes similaires pub-
lics et privés de lui soumettre des propositions rela-
tives & la mise en place de mécanismes de liaisons
trans-nationaux entre ces services et organismes. L’ob-
jectif de cette action était d’assurer une coopération
trans-nationale entre petites et moyennes entreprises,
car celles-ci ont moins de facilités que les grosses en-
treprises & s’adapter a I’évolution technologique et a
Pintroduction d’innovations. La Communauté accor-
dera — dans un premier temps pour une période d’un
an seulement — une aide financiére & 44 organismes
publics et privés de nationalités différentes et de natur-
es trés diverses (universités, chambres de commerce,
entreprises privées, agences de développement local,
centres techniques professionnels, associations d’en-
treprises, etc.)

En raison du succés qu’a connu cette initiative, la Com-
mission a décidé de la renouveler(J.0. C 125du 22. 5. 85).

Elle lance donc un nouvel appel aux services consulta-
tifs en matiére de technologie et de gestion de I'innova-
tion et autres organismes similaires publics et privés
afin qu’ils lui transmettent des propositions sur la coo-
pération trans-nationale avec des organismes et servic-
es similaires de la Communauté européenne. Les can-
didats devront indiquer dans leurs propositions avec
quels partenaires d’autres Etats membres ils envisa-
gent de collaborer ou & quelle collaboration existante
ils souhaitent étre intégrés.

L’aide financiére sera attribuée sous forme d’une
somme globale et couvrira jusqu’a 50% des dépenses
nécessaires au déroulement de la collaboration (p. e.
frais de personnel supplémentaire, frais de déplace-
ment et de réunion).

Les candidatures devront étre envoyées sur un formu-
laire spécial le 7 septembre 1985 au plus tard. Le formu-
laire ainsi que des informations complémentaires
(dans toutes les langues officielles de la Communauté)
pourront étre obtenus a l'adresse suivante:

Commission de Communautés européennes
Direction Générale Marché de I'Information et
Innovation

DG-XII/A2, bureau JMO B4/100

L 2920 LUXEMBOURG

UNE DIMENSION EUROPEENNE POUR
LES CONFERENCES SUR LES
TECHNOLOGIES ET L’INNOVATION

En aoat 1984, la Commission des communautés euro-
péennes a lancé, dans le cadre du plan triennal de déve-
loppement transnational de I'infrastructure d’assistan-
ce & innovation et au transfert des technologies, une
action visant & donner une dimension européenne aux
conférences sur les technologies et I’innovation. L’ob-
jectif global de cette action était de favoriser la péne-
tration rapide des technologies nouvelles sur les mar-
chés de la Communauté, en égard notamment aux peti-
tes et moyennes entreprises. A cet effet, la Commis-
sion a demandé aux organisateurs de conférences sur
les technologies ou sur I'innovation de lui faire des pro-
positions pour donner une dimension européenne a ces
conférences. Un nombre restreint des propositions pré-
sentées ont été sélectionnées et, grace a l'aide finan-
ciére accordée par la Commission, un plus large public
au plan européen a pu accéder a des manifestations re-
streintes jusque-la aux plans régional et national. En
raison du grand succés de cette action, la Commission
a décidé de la pursuivre cette année et fait a nouveau
appel aux propositions (J.0. C 125 du 22. 5. 85).

La Commission est disposée & accorder des aides fi-
nanciéres visant & couvrir les frais supplémentaires,
par ex. d’interprétation, de traduction et d’impression
de dossiers en langues étrangéres, qui résulteraient de
'intention des organisateurs de conférences de donner
a leurs manifestations une dimension européenne dé-
passant largement le cadre régional ou national.

Pour bénéficier d’une aide, les intéressés devront four-
nir la preuve qu’ils ne peuvent prendre le risque de
supporter seuls ces frais supplémentaires. Considerant
qu’en principe la dimension européenne d’une manifes-
tation de ce genre se traduit par une augmentation du
nombre des participants et donc du montant des recet-
tes, la Commission demande que les propositions qui
lui sont soumises prévoient qu’elle récupérera au
moins une partie de sa dépense sur les recettes de la
manifestation.

La préférence sera donnée aux conférences sur I'inno-
vation et donc des domaines technologiques import-
ants pour les petites et moyennes entreprises.

Les formulaires de proposition doivent étre demandés
a ’adresse suivante et y étre renvoyés une fois remplis:

Commission des Communautés européennes
Direction Générale Marché de I'information et
Innovation

DG X!l - A - 2, Bureau JMO B 4/099

L-2920 Luxembourg

Les formulaires remplis devront étre remis pour le 7
septembre 1985 dernier délai.




DON’T MISS THE SUBMISSION DATE

TRANSNATIONAL COOPERATION
BETWEEN TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER
AND INNOVATION ADVISORY
SERVICES AND SIMILAR PRIVATE AND
PUBLIC BODIES FOR SMALL AND
MEDIUM-SIZED ENTERPRISES

Call for proposals

In August 1984, the Commission of the European Com-
munities issued a first call for technology transfer and
innovation advisory services and similar private and
public bodies to submit proposals for the establish-
ment of transnational links between such services. The
aim was transnational collaboration between small and
medium-sized enterprises, since they are at a disadvan-
tage compared with large companies when adjusting to
technological change or introducing innovations. Un-
der this scheme, the Commission is granting financial
aid — initially limited to one year — from Community
resources to 44 public and private bodies in a number
of countries and of a wide variety of types (universities,
chambers of commerce, private firms, local develop-
ment agencies, specialist technical centres, business
confederations, etc.).

Due to the success of this scheme, the Commission is
repeating the exercise (see 0.J. C 125 of 22. 5. 85).

It is therefore again calling on technology transfer and
innovation adivsory services and similar private and
public bodies to submit proposals for transnational
cooperation with other comparable services operating
within the European Community. These proposals must
contain details of partners in other Member States with
which the applicants wish to collaborate or details of
existing partnerships in which they wish to be included.

Financial aid will be granted as lump sum to cover up to
50% of the expenditure incurred in such collaboration
(e.g. additional manpower costs, travel expenses and
the cost of meetings).

Applications should be submitted on the appropriate
form not later than 7 September 1985. The form and fur-
ther information (in all official languages) may be obtai-
ned from the following address:

The Commission of the European Communities
Directorate-General

Information Market and Innovation

DG XIll-A-2 — Office JMO B4/100

L-2920 Luxembourg

When assessing the prososals submitted, the Commis-
sion will take account of the following criteria:

— the ability of the group concerned to initiate and
successfully implement effective collaboration
schemes;

— the extent to which account has been taken of the le-
gal and financial aspects of such transnational col-
laboration;

— the extent to which applicants are prepared to ac-
cept additional partners.

A EUROPEAN DIMENSION FOR
CONFERENCE ON TECHNOLOGY AND
INNOVATION

In August 1984, as part of its three-year plan for the
transnational development of the supporting infras-
tructure for innovation and technology transfer, the
Commission of the European Communities launched a
programme to give conferences on technology and in-
novation a European dimension. The broad objective
was to promote the rapid penetration of new techno-
logies on the European market, with particular refe-
rence to small and medium-sized enterprises. The Com-
mission therefore called upon the organizers of confe-
rences on technology and innovation to submit propo-
sals for making such events more relevant to Europe as
a whole. A limited number of proposals was selected,
and with the financial assistance provided by the Com-
mission a series of hitherto regional or national gather-
ings was made accessible to a broader European pub-
lic. In view of the great success of this undertaking, the
Commission has decided to continue its activities this
year, and is once again calling for proposals from those
interested (see O.J. C 125 of 22. 5. 85).

Itis prepared to grant financial assistance to help cover
the extra costs — e. g. interpreting, translation and
printing of documents in other languages — incurred
by organizers in giving their conferences a European ra-
ther than merely regional or national dimension.

Before assistance can be considered, applicants must
prove that they are unable to finance such events inde-
pendently. On the assumption that conferences with a
European dimension attract more participants and thus
yield greater financial returns, however, the Commis-
sion stipulates that the proposals must contain ar-
rangements to ensure that at least part of its financial
contribution is refunded out of the proceeds of the con-
ferences.

Preference will be given to conferences relating to in-
novation and to areas of technology of particular inter-
est to small and medium-sized enterprises.

Application forms are obtainable from, and should be
returned to, the following address:

Commission of the European Communities,
Directorate-General Information Market
and Innovation,

DG XIII-A-2, Office B4/099,

L-2920 Luxembourg.

The closing date for applications is 7 September 1985.

Reproduction is encouraged (with copy to the editor, please, if possible), but neither the Commission of
the European Communities nor any person acting on behalf of it is responsible for the use which might

be made of this information.




