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To attain its objective of promoting equal opportu-
nities for disabled people and their integration into
society, the Community’s HELIOS programme needs
to contribute to the development of comprehensive
and consistent policies in Europe. Indeed, one of the
Furopean Commission’s institutional responsibilities
is to ensure consistency and complementarity
between all the policies and initiatives developed at
European level. HELIOS makes its own contribution
to this effort, but it does not act in isolation : the pro-
gramme has established permanent contact with a
number of Commission measures and programmes,
in fields ranging from employment to technological

research, sport, transport and education,

Education is a particularly fertile area for coopera-
tion. The European Commission’s exchange pro-
grammes in the field of education, training and
youth are extremely popular: ERASMUS, COMETT,
LINGUA, PETRA, FORCE and the others have be-
come familiar names. What is perhaps less widely
known is that many of these programmes focus on
the issues of equal opportunities for disabled people
and their integration into society. We therefore de-
cided to devote a special issue of HELIOS Flash to the
involvement of disabled young people and students
in the Commission’s programmes for education,
training and youth. We would also like to let young

people know that a disability is no barrier to apply-

ing: disabled people can also play an active part in
the people’s Europe which thousands of exchanges

and visits abroad are helping to build.

In this HELIOS Flash special issue we assess, on the
one hand, the involvement of disabled people in the
education, training and youth programmes coming
to a close at the end of the year, and, on the other,
cooperation between Directorate-General V (Em-
ployment, Industrial Relations and Social Affairs),
which has responsibility for the HELIOS programme,
and the Furopean Commission’s Task Force for Hu-

man Resources, Education, Training and Youth.

Today’s assessment will be the springboard for to-
morrow’s action: the Maastrich treaty has extended
the European Union’s powers in the field of educa-
tion, and a new generation of programmes for edu-
cation, training and youth are due to be launched in

the new year.
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