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The first European Day of Disabled Persons
will be celebrated on 3 December.

The main aim of the occasion is to draw the
attention of the Community institutions, the na-
tional authorities and the general public to the
work still needed to achieve the full integration
of disabled people. This year, the focus is specifi-
cally on disabled people’s human rights. Readers
of Helios Flash will not need reminding that vio-
lence against disabled people is on the increase
in some regions of Europe. And cases of discrim-
ination and exclusion are still too numerous by
far: take for example the court which awarded
damages to a couple of tourists on the pretext
that their holidays had been spoiled by the pres-
ence of disabled people in the hotel restaurant...

The idea of holding an international disabled
people’s day on 3 December was mooted by the
United Nations Assembly on 16 December
1992. The European Community is supporting
the idea by organising a range of events at Euro-
pean level to mark the occasion, and other activ-
ities are scheduled to take place at national and
local level throughout the Community.

A spectacular event will undoubtedly be the first
session of the European Disabled Person’s Par-
liament, in Brussels on 3 December. For the
space of one day, 518 disabled people from the
12 Member States will take the place of the
Members of the European Parliament - with the
latter’s agreement - in the new Parliament build-
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ing in Brussels. It should be noted that the new
building is entirely accessible to disabled people,
which is probably a first in Europe.

Other events will include:
e national and local 24-hour vigils

o the signing by personalities and the general
public of a statement of commitment to the
principle of equal rights for disabled people

e an art competition open to disabled people on
the theme of human rights and disabled peo-
ple. The prizewinner will be announced on 3
December 1993, and the winning entry will be
officially unveiled on 3 December 1994,

The Commission of the European Communities
will be supporting the Day of Disabled Persons
within the framework of the HELIOS programme
and with the unanimous approval of the pro-
gramme’s advisory bodies. The initiative for the
event came from the non-governmental organisa-
tions belonging to the European Disability Forum.

I—‘ General coordination and further information:
Disabled People’s International (DPI),
11 Belgrave Road, London SW1V 1RB, UK,
tel.: +44 71 834 04 77, fax: +44 71 821 95 39.

3 december




The Council decision of 25 February establishing

the HELIOS 1I programme provided that the exchange and

information activities over the course of the programme

should be organised on specific annual themes.

Prevention,

functional rehabilitation,

@ducation,

€@conomic integration,
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priority themes

The Commission consulted first
the Member States, and then the
three advisory bodies of the
HELIOS programme (the Adviso-
ry Committee, the European Dis-
ability Forum and the Liaison
Group) and the Integrated Edu-
cation Group (IEG), on the
themes to be selected.

It took into account their com-
ments and drew up a final list of
topics, divided into seven areas:
prevention, functional rehabilita-
tion, education, economic inte-
gration, social integration and
independent living, social, eco-
nomic and legal protection, and
staff training.

A number of priority themes and
sub-themes are listed under each
heading. The list and a detailed
description of each year’s priority
themes are available in a booklet
published by the Commission in
the nine official Community lan-
guages. Some of these themes have

Thanks to the many of you who returned the reply coupon
included in the first issue of HELIOS FLASH to inform us of
changes in and corrections to your name and address; your
cooperation is much appreciated.

In correspondence regarding your subscription, you could also
help us and reduce the chances of error by:

o always quoting your subscriber code (five numbers and
two letters), which is printed next to your name on the ad-
dress label;

e not forgetting to put the name of the country when writing
your address; and

« returning the address labels of any surplus copies received.

and indepe

Socialfintegration

ent living,

been set for two, three or even
four years in a row. In all, 33
themes were chosen for HELIOS
activities in 1993-94.

The Commission then invited the
Member States to designate their
participants in the exchange and
information activities on the ba-
sis of this list.

HELIOS news in brief

Since the publication of the
Council decision of 25 February
1993, no effort has been spared
in the relaunching of activities
under HELIOS IL

The programme’s advisory bod-
ies, which play an essential role
by allowing direct involvement of
governmental authorities and as-
sociations of disabled people, met
for the first time in April and
again in September. The three
bodies were featured in the first
issue of Helios Flash.

The final selection of the
themes to be given prior-
ity in the programme’s
activities over the coming
years was made at the
end of September. At the
time of going to press,
the Member States were
in the process of finalis-
ing the designation of
participants in the future
activities of HELIOS II; we
will come back to this in
the next issue.

Social, economic

and legal protection,

Staff training

Parallel to this, in order to give
maximum publicity to the imple-
mentation of the programme and
encourage the participation and
suggestions of the organisations
and individuals directly con-
cerned, Commission representa-
tives and members of the HELIOS
team of experts have been taking
part in a number of Europe-wide
events; the major ones are listed
on page 4.

Preparation of activities in the
education sector and the develop-
ment of the HANDYNET system
have also been major concerns in
recent weeks; see the articles on
pages 3 and 4.

We also report on the ground-
breaking participation of the
Commission and the HELIOS pro-
gramme at the REHA 93 exhibi-
tion in Disseldorf, the world’s
largest exhibition on technical
aids for disabled people. REHA *93
received the patronage of the
Commission of the European
Communities (page 3).




