The Atlantic Arc: a shoreline stretching
from the Highlands to Andalucia

The concept of the Atlantic Arc was born in Faro, a port in the Portu-
guese Algarve, at the ‘Conference on Maritime Peripheral Regions’
in 1989. Today, 32 regions of the European Union — from the High-
lands of Scotland to Andalucia — make up this arc, which stretches
over 2,500 km. These regions came together to pool forces and de-
velop their assets in an attempt to measure up to the famous ‘blue ba-
nana’, or central axis of the EU, which stretches from London to
Rome.

In terms of fishing activities, the Atlantic Arc is important to the EU
in a number of ways. It adjoins the maritime regions that are among
the Community’s major fishing zones: the west of Scotland and Ire-
land, the Celtic Sea, the Bay of Biscay, the Gulf of Cadiz, etc. Fish-
ing activities are characterized by the prominence of a distant-water
non-industrial sector, which does not prevent the existence of indus-
trial centres often centred around deep-sea fishing, e.g. Vigo in
Galicia, Lorient in Brittany, Aveiro in the Centro region of Portugal,
Killybegs in Ireland, etc.; not to mention the bases for tropical tuna
campaigns, e.g. Berméo in the Basque country, Concarneau in Brit-
tany and the departure ports for the neighbouring coasts of Africa:
Sesimbra, Peniche, Huelva and Barbate.

Despite the existence of processing centres, the fish-catching sec-
tor dominates, and the problem of access to fish resources is of
interest to the whole Arc region. User conflicts are exarcerbated
by the fact that they involve European maritime regions where
fishing is important in terms of employment or tradition : Galicia,
Brittany, the Algarve, the west of Scotland, the Basque country,
the south-west of England, Andalucia, etc. The importance of
aquaculture should not be overlooked with mussels in Galicia,
oysters in Poitou-Charentes and Basse-Normandie, and salmon in
the Highlands of Scotland and the west of Ireland.

The Arc extends further into the North Atlantic with the fishing
activities of the Azores, from the great international fishing base
of the Canaries, down to the shrimp fishing grounds of French
Guyana. These so-called ‘extremely remote’ maritime regions of
Europe are also evidence of the importance the Atlantic Ocean
holds for the EU.
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Region of the month

Aveiro: from the lagoon
to deep-sea fishing

The lagoon of Aveiro (110m?) to the south
of Porto in the Centro region of Portugal is
home to a variety of activities. It is one of
the pilot regions within the framework of
the LIFE programme associated with the
integrated development of coastal regions.

(continued on page 2)
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PESCA is a European Commission (DG XIV) Community initiative especially for zones dependent on fishing. It aims to keep fishing successful through a
series of integrated and innovative projects.



The region offers a wide range of
fishing and fish-farming activities.
Apart from lagoon-based activities
— inshore fishing and the farming of
sea bass and sea bream — it includes
one of Portugal’s leading fresh-fish
ports and the main base for deep-
sea fishing, which has led to the de-
velopment of a significant process-
ing industry.

Lagoon fishing is practised using
both rods and nets cast from fishing
boats, and on foot, particularly in
the case of small bivalves. There are
even fixed traps used to catch eels.
Fishing here is mostly non-
industrial, though it does provide a
living for many of the region’s in-
habitants. The Portuguese Institute
for Ocean Research, IPIMAR, con-
ducts numerous analyses of shell-
fish. The risks of pollution from in-
dustrial and urban waste, which are
badly managed, have made this
monitoring necessary, though a
project involving the treatment and
improved discarding of effluent is
in the pipeline. A number of fishing
boats used for this offshore fishing
operate at the edge of the lagoon,
close to the beaches that still feature
traditional beach-net fishing. Al-
though fishing boats are still used,
the oxes of yesteryear have been re-
placed by tractors.

Aveiro also houses the country’s
biggest fishing vessels — industrial
trawlers, 60 to 80m long, fishing for
cod and redfish in the North Atlan-
tic — along with somewhat smaller
vessels, between 35 and 45m long,
fishing off the coasts of Morocco,
Mauritania and Guinea, not to men-
tion those operating from Mozam-
bique, which the crew reach by
plane. Longliners from Aveiro fish
for tuna, swordfish and sharks (for
the Spanish market) all the way
down to the Azores.

Between these two extremes,
coastal artisanal fishing, comprising
vessels some 20m long, has begun
moving from the old harbour of
Aveiro to a new complex with
brand-new quaysides, a new fish
market — run, as elsewhere in Por-
tugal, by Docapesca — which be-
came operational in October of this
year, and fresh-fish storehouses.
Located closer to the mouth of the
lagoon, it should attract a number of
offshore-fishing vessels and non-
industrial seiners based in other
ports.

Questions put to Pedro Jorge Ba-
tista da Silva, President of the In-
dustrial Fisheries Producers’ Or-
ganization (OPESCA).

Pesca Info (P.1.): What are your
main hopes for the fishing industry
in Aveiro?

Pedro Jorge Batista da Silva
(PJBS): Our organization is not
confined to Aveiro; we have mem-
bers in other ports, too. My hopes
include the need for the proper
management of fisheries resources,
involving in particular a balance
between the opportunities they offer
and the number of boats, and the
preservation of peripheral fishing in
Europe. Aveiro is Portugal’s lead-
ing industrial fishing port and, as
you have seen, great efforts have
been made regarding marketing in-
struments. We are an hour and a

half away from Porto airport by
road, three hours from Lisbon and
Salamanca and five hours from Ma-
drid. Obviously, there is a local
identity and where is much talk of
regionalisation. 1 don’t think that
this applies much to Portugal, how-
ever, since it is small enough to be
considered as one big region.

Data sheet
Aveiro

B Location: Centro, Portugal
B Fleet: 5 longliners and 30 dis-
tant-water trawlers, 60 multi-
purpose coastal vessels, approx.
1,000 lagoon and coastal fishing
boats
B Type of fishing:
e industrial: bottom trawl,
longline
e non-industrial: bottom trawl,
net, octopus pots
e lagoon: net, line, dredge,

on foot
B Quiput:
e species:

- North Atlantic industrial
fishing: cod (Gadus
morhua), redfish
(Sebastes spp), black
halibut (Reinhardtius
sp.), grenadier

- African industrial
fishing: shrimps, squid,
grouper, meagre, porgy

- longliners: tuna,
swordfish, sharks

- coastal non-industrial
fishing: hake, octopus,
grouper, meagre, ray,
monkfish, scad (Trachu-
rus sp..), mackerel
(Scombrus scombrus)

- lagoon fishing: sea bass,
sea bream, sole, flounder,
cuttlefish, cockles, clams,
green crabs

e Volume:

- fresh fishing:
6,000 t (1997)

- industrial fishing:
15,000 t (1997)

e Value:

- fresh fish: 1.7 billion es-
cudos
(EURO 8.5 million)

- industrial fish: 4.5 billion
escudos
(EURO 22.5 million)

B Employment in fishing:
sea-fishing (approx. 1,000
full-time jobs), lagoon fishing
(approx. 1,000 part-time jobs)

B Processing: 20 companies
(between 2,000 and 3,000
part-time or seasonal jobs)




