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POST BOX 21

((
Hale
N>~
IDirECTION GIENERALE DES IIMPOTS

SOUS-DIRECTION DU CONTROLE FISCAL A PARIS,
139, rue de Bercy

75574 PARIS CEDEX 12 ¢ 1 1 A\’R- 1995

Télédoc : 838
= 53.18.00.09
£ 53.18.95.28

Monsieur

Je vous remercie pour vos courriers des 12 janvier et 8 mars 1995 dont j'ai
pris connaissance avec grand intérét. J'ai également pris bonne note de votre
demande de contribution sous forme d'articles a la revue DG XXI INFO dont
vous avez bien voulu m'adresser deux exemplaires a titre d'information.

Aprés examen, en liaison avec le Service de la Iégislation fiscale, il ne me pa-
rait malheureusement pas possible de réserver une suite favorable a votre
proposition.

J'observe tout d'abord que "DG XXI INFO" est principalement consacrée a
la fiscalité indirecte: accises et droits assimilés, domaine dans lequel la Di-
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rection générale des impdts a transféré ses compétences a la Direction géné-
rale des douanes et droits indirects depuis le 1€T janvier 1993.

D'autre part, si la DG I assure effectivement le suivi de I'assiette, le contrdle
et le recouvrement de la TVA (sauf en ce qui concerne la taxe applicable aux
opérations faites avec les pays tiers) la négociation des textes au niveau com-
munautaire et leur transposition en droit interne relévent du Service de la Ié-
gislation fiscale qui vient, de son c6té, de vous adresser un projet d'article.

A T'exception de sa participation réguliére aux travaux du Comité de Coopé-
ration administrative en matiére de TVA (dont le caractére relativement con-
fidentiel interdit qu'il en soit rendu compte autrement qu'en termes généraux,
dans une revue interne) ainsi qu'aux conférences et échanges de fonction-
naires dans le cadre du programme Matthaeus Tax, la Direction générale des
1mpdts n'a en définitive que des relations limitées avec les services de la Di-
rection générale XXI.

Cette situation qui résulte largement de l'organisation administrative fran-
caise ne permet pas de se prononcer de fagon pertinente sur les effets que
peuvent avoir les initiatives ou les méthodes de travail de la Commission sur
le fonctionnement de nos services.

Enfin, contrairement au principe de séparation impdts directs/impdts indi-
rects en vigueur dans de nombreux Etats membres, en France, la TVA et les
impots directs due par les entreprises sont gérés de fagon intégrée par une
seule administration.

Les mesures d'application, procédures, moyens mis en ocuvre par la Direc-
tion générale des impdts pour les besoins de la TVA ne répondent donc pas
nécessairement aux mémes finalités que chez nos partenaires. Leur présenta-
tion par le biais de "XXI INFO" serait d'un intérét limité pour les autres ad-
ministrations.

Je vous prie de croire, Monsieur, a l'assurance de mes sentiments les meil-

leurs. . . Général,
Pour le Tir~teY “:fn

Lﬂ

P. FORGET
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From “Rising NepaL” 26 March 1995

Tax collection crosses

set target

Kathmandu, Mar, 25 (RSS):
The Customs Office of the

Trihhuvan International

Airport has collected revenue to

the tune of Rs. 1,24,258
_million during eight months as’

of March 14 of the current
fiscal year (2051/52 B.S.).

- Of " this, Rs.
million has been collected from
exports and imports and Rs.
207.838 million from sales tax
and other taxes. o

Accotding to the customs
office, during the period in
question the-office also realized
Rs. 823.281 million, of which
Rs. 667.94 million was from
exports and imports and a total
of 155.377 million rupees from
sales tax and income tax., The
office. had the target of

tecovering Rs. 1/493.410
million in the customs and Rs.
291.617 million in the sales

906[420°

tax in the current fiscal year and
accordingly it had to recover as
of March 14 (last of Falgun)
Rs. 801.861 million in the
tustoms and Rs. 176.566
million in sales tax, sources
said. )

Comparatively, the
recovery in the customs
increased by 13.14 per cent
than the set -target wlhiich
dppears to be 35.71 per cent
more than in the same period in
the last fiscal year. Similarly in
the sales tax, 'the recovery
comes out to be 23.37 per cerit
more than the set target of
collecting revenues fo the tune
of Rs. 176.566 million in the
first eight months of the
current fiscal year, that is, as of
Falgun end. This is 40.20 per
cent more than the revenues
collected in the last fiscal year
during the same period.
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From the people who
brought you Death . . .

By Roderick Oram,
Consumer Industries Editor

The Enlightened Tobacco
Company, maker of Death
brand cigarettes, yesterday
launched a mail order service
to import leading brands of cig-
arettes into the UK at up to 40
per cent below list prices.

Shipping them from Luxem-
bourg, it is exploiting lower
cigarette excise duties on the
mainland compared with the
UK. Its initiative, which will be
tested in a London court in
May, poses the first organised
challenge to the UK’s policy of
high excise duties.

“All we are doing is arbitrag-
ing the tax differential,” said
Mr Sten Bertelsen, managing
director of the company. “We
are operating within the letter
and spirit of European law and
the free market of goods. It is
up to the UK to harmonise
duties.”

ETC had started to import its
Death cigarettes and Shag
brand of hand-rolling tobacco

last November. Some 10 per
cent of the shipments had been
seized by UK Customs and
Excise officers.

The company won a tempo-
rary injunction late last week
against Customs. The agency
was ordered to stop seizing
ETC's shipments and to return
any goods it already held pend-
ing a judicial review of the law
on May 5.

Customs argues that EU law
requires consumers to import
the goods themselves from low-
tax countries. ETC argues the
law allows a consumer to
appoint an agent to arrange
the shipment. If the court finds
in ETC’s favour, the UK gov-
ernment could lose part of the
£9bn a year it collects in ciga-
rette excise duty and VAT.

“It’s crazy that mail order
distance selling should be
allowed,” the Tobacco Alliance
representing independent UK
tobacconists said yesterday.
“Thousands of corner shops,
newsagents and village stores
will have no alternative but to

close as customers flock to buy
cheaper tobacco products.”

The case could take some
years to be resolved if it goes
as far as the House of Lords in
the UK or to the European
Court of Justice.

Pending the May 5 case,
ETC’s subsidiary Tobacco
Direct is free to conduct busi-
ness. It has distributed some
1.5m fliers through newspapers
and magazines for its own
brands and has launched a
newspaper advertising cam-
paign for branded cigarettes.

It is offering, for example,
packets of Silk Cut at £2.15 and
Benson and Hedges at £2.19
against a UK list price of £2.75.
The tax saving is larger but
ETC has to cover costs such as
transport and bad debts, it
said. Larger discounts are
available on its own brands.

Customers can order up to
800 cigarettes a time or a maxi-
mum of 5,000 a month, a limit
set by ETC to meet EU require-
ments that the cigarettes are
for personal consumption.
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An Rabhchin

DGXX

unmasked

by Peter Wilmott

Many of you will
already know that you
have a “sister”
department  in  the
European Commission
dealing with Customs
and Indirect Taxation
matters. The full title is
“Directorate - General
XXI  Customs and
Indirect Taxation”.
Such a laconic
description hardly does
- Justice to our full range
of responsibilities, an this arncle aims briefly to
enlighten you.




Spring 1995

XXInfo 22

Portcullis

February 1995

Customs stymie ‘stealth
joat’ success in

CUSTOMS
officers in the
Caribbean  have
made  what is
thought to be the
world’s first scizure
of a Columbian
stealth boat’ — a new
phenomenon in the drug
trafficking  world  built
specifically for the smug-
eling trade.
The boat —
tained  almost
marijuana —
Anegada.  British  Virgin
Isles. The seizure followed an
operation headed by deputy
comptroller Bill Harkness —
an Aberdeen officer on loan
from the Department  to
HM Customs British Virgin
Isles. The operation  in-
volved Customs, police
the US coastguard.

Blend

stealth boat —  so
because it
impossible to detect from the
air or clectronically — iy
made  of  fibreglass  and
painted in greys and blues
which blend in with the
Caribbcan.

It sits lTow in the water
with just a few feet showing
above sea level, and creeps
along at speeds of less than
three miles an hour — so as

which con-

I'he

called is almost

not to create a wash,

Former Caribbean-based
Customs adviser Ron
Sanders said: “There is no
wake, no glass or reflective
material and no signals so
the boat is not noticed in the
big occan.”

2,000kg  of
was scized off

detection.

He explained the boats,
which travel by day or night,
are quickly constructed out
of cheap materials and are
usually dumped in the desti-
nation country and not taken
back to where they
from.

came

I'he boat’s four Columbian
crew members were arrested
and charged with attempting
to smuggle marijuana.

The drugs were en route to
Puerto Rico where their
street value would be 19 mil-
lion dollars.

Monti beware

& Mario Monti, the Italian
commissioner in Brussels, does
much to destroy n;aiionalbl ;
stereotypes. The respectable former
rector of Milan's prestigious
Bocconi university in Milan is as far
Temoved from the seamy world of
.the Mafia as Sir Leon Brittan is
from football hooligans. Hence his
officials were alarmed to find on
sale in the Brussels branch of W.H.
Smith a book entitled: Murdering
Mr Monti - “a merry little tale of
sex and violence”.
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We welcome the colleagues who have joined DG XXI since our last edition:
Officials:

Mario BURGIO IT SEC

Rolf DIEMER DE C-1

Hervé GODIN FR B-3

Christopher TODD UK 02

Anne-Marie VAN TITTELBOOM BE B-4

Temporary agents:

Renato LAZZARONI IT A-1

Interims:

Priscilla NERI IT B-6

National experts (detached):

Vivi Yvonne BOYSEN DK B-5

John FISHER UK A-1

Internal DG XXI movements

Sylvie BEAUCHET Expert 2> auxiliary
Robert CUZON Temp - auxiliary
and we say goodbye to those who have left us:

Officials:

Pierre COPPENS BE "retired" Art. 52
Domenico DI BELLO IT  ‘"retired" Art. 52

Jutta GEBAUER FIZELSON DE  "retired” Art. 53
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Auxiliaries:

Jeanine HARDCASTLE BE

Sandrine ISSA BE

Georgios SPANAKAKIS DE

Interims: ‘
Sonia FREIRE MATEO ES |
Andrée GOVAERTS BE ‘
Susannah SOCHALL UK

National experts (detached):

Anne CARRIAT FR
Carmen CASTILLO ES
Antonio DE LORENZO IT
Dimitrios VOUGAS GR

Welcome to the stagiaires from other administrations

Rolf JUNGE German C
Ingrid HANSSON Swedish C-1
Jouka LEMPIANEN Finnish B

JAN VOZAR Slovakian B-3
Zofia PIASEC, [ h B-1






































































