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FINANCIAL TIMES TUESDAY JANUARY 4 1994

Few benefits for exporters from single market

Thousands of British exporters
have failed to reap any benefit
from the European single mar-
ket, says KPMG, the accoun-
tancy firm, writes Robert Rice.

A survey of 6,400 companies
found that almost 50 per cent
of respondents felt they had
not received any benefits from
completion of the single mar-
ket on January 1 last year, and
any benefits companies might
have received had been wiped
out by increased bureaucracy.

Mr George Michie, a partner
with KPMG, said: “The aim of
the single market was to foster
more efficient trade through
the abolition of fiscal and phys-

_lcal barriers.

“These benefits seem not to
have yielded any marked
improvement for companies
and indeed savings in time and
money were reported as negli-
gible.”

The survey found that deliv- -

eries in Europe were neither
faster nor cheaper since com-
pletion of the market. More
than 50 per cent of companies
said cross-border delivery
times had not improved.

Companies had also experi-
enced problems with red tape
in dealing with other member
states. In particular there were
difficulties in obtaining num-
bers for value added tax and
coping with excessive paper-
work,

The survey found that manu-
facturers and wholesalers
bought more goods from Ger-
many and France than from
any other member country.
Retailers dealt mostly with
Italy, France and Spain.

Mr Michie said UK Customs
and Excise had done its best to
advise businesses on how to
cope with single market regu-
lations, but it was clear that
the rules were still too compli-
cated.
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Tall story of hashish and camels

RAYMOND WHITAKER

Asia Editor

IT SOUNDS like an Indiana
Jones movie: drug traffickers on
camels firing ‘rocket-launchers
in a battle with the valiant men
of Pakistan’s anti-narcotics task
force. But Indiana would have
captured the smugglers as well
as their contrabrand.

The story' told by Pakistani
customs officials goes like this:
the crack new anti-drugs force,
funded by the US, recently had a
tip-off about the whereabouts of
400 camels carrying 50 tons of
hashish across the lawless
deserts of Baluchistan. When
they ambushed the caravan,
fierce fighting broke out.

So heavy was the smugglers’
firepower that they all got away.
They left behind the camels,
hashish and their weapons, but
not one of the miscreants was
captured. It was the same the last
time there was such a clash in
Baluchistan. The authorities
seized a mixed haul of heroin
and hashish, also weighing 50
tons — but no smugglers.

So is your average Baluch
tribesman so wily that he can

elude any pursuer? Sadly, the
tale probably bears the same re-
lation to the truth as any Steven
Spielberg blockbuster. Pakistan
exports 30 per cent of the world’s
heroin, and a hefty proportion of
its hashish, and is awash with
drugs money. Drugs barons
have top-level connections, and
can arrange almost anything.

The US and other Western
countries have been pressing Pa-
kistan for years to clean up its
act. Several countries, including
Britain, have stationed anti-
drugs officers in the country to
co-ordinate the fight against
smugglers. But corruption is so
widespread that they are fight-
ing a losing battle.

Every now and then, when the
demands for results grow deaf-
ening, officials arrange another
“record seizure” from the smug-
glers. This never amounts to
more than a fraction of the traf-
fic, but everyone is kept happy.
And if certain people working in
Pakistan’s customs service ever
fancy a career change, they could
probably make it as Hollywood
scriptwriters.
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We welcome the colleagues who have joined DG XXI since our last edition:

Officials:

Anne Marie DE VLEESCHOUWER BE
Catrina GAMBOLD UK
Roberta GRAPPIOLI IT
Paul Henri THEUNISSEN BE
Auxiliary agents:

Corinne ALLIAUME BE
Susannah SOCHALL UK
Anders WILLUMSEN DK
"Intérimaire":

Emma MORRIS UK

National experts (detached):

Thomas ALBRECHT DE
Xavier CASTELAIN FR
Dieter NIETZOLD DE
Maryse VOLVERT BE
Internal DG XXI movements

Marc SIMON temporary agent > auxiliary

0-1
B-7
0-1
A-1

C
SAMCOMM
IF

A-2
B-1

C-1

C-2

Elizabeth WEST auxiliary agent = temporary C-1
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and we say goodbye to those who have left us:
Transfers:

Officials:

Fotini DIONYSSOPOULO

Luis MOREIRA

Hubertus TEMMINK

Ann Cathrin VERLO

Auxiliary agents:

Richard BOOTH

Retired:
Dante BARZI

Helmut DIEZLER
Sergio INCCECHI

DGII
TFRHEFJ*
DG XX

Cab. Christophersen

UK

IT
DE
IT

Welcome to the stagiaires from other administrations

Nils Petter ERIKSEN
Brigitte LEITGEB
Eva SCHWARZ
Jérome COQUOZ
Thomas HERREN

and to the other stagiaires

Berit ANDERSEN

Soren ASTRUPAVID
Sofia DAVID

Géraldine FRANCQ

Ali KARACA

Christophe MAENHOUT
Aurélie MOLIN

Maria ORECCHIA
Somasékha ROS

Norway
Austria
Austria
Switzerland
Switzerland

DK
DK
PT
FR

BE
UK
IT
FR

* Task Force Ressources Humaines, Education, Formation et Jeunesse
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to those promoted earlier this year: /o1 EeRAsE Ay TETRIS,

LoRS MOV FILS (A DI
Stephen BILL /f LA, @mrf_r/vr oy
Michael LUX 2evenvy DIRECTER? "
Donato RAPONI //“
Ingrid SCHAERLAECKENS

a
to, promoted on 1 March ’ /
Michel AUJEAN Al

&\' \
/tq

to:

Peter (A-4) and Lesley Young,
proud parents of Isabelle, born on 19 December 1993,

Tino (C-1) and Nathalie Eggermont,
proud parents of Josephine, born on 31 December 1993

Guy (A-2) and Nadine Jennes,
proud parents of Dominique, born on 22 January 1994,



































































