



































One-Stop Shopping for
Research Information

The Innovation Programme’s objectives include the goal of improving trans-border access to scientific
and technical information services. Progress has not been easy, but the efforts of a special Working
Group will soon bear their first fruit.

our company has identi-

fied an opportunity to
create an innovative medical
application, using a new ma-
terial developed by the aero-
space industry. How do you
find out whether anyone else is
already exploring the potential
for exploitation in this field?

You will probably start by ask-
ing personal contacts for ideas
and information. You may con-
duct a literature search at nation-
al level. You will probably visit
CORDIS to identify relevant EC-
funded research projects. But you
will almost certainly not attempt
a full search of research databas-
es in other Member States, even
though most of these are now ac-
cessible via the Web.

Language is an issue. A much
greater obstacle, however, is
that each database must be in-
terrogated separately, using a
different user interface. Neither
the user’s queries, nor the results
returned by the databases, are
structured in a standard way.

Next year, the European Re-
search Gateway On-line (ERGO)
pilot project will for the first time
give scientists, business people
and journalists easy access to
a comprehensive catalogue of
European research information.
By bringing catalogue data to-
gether in one place, it will ena-
ble users to identify relevant re-
sources from 30 key research
databases with a single query.

At low cost, making maximum
use of existing resources, the
ERGO pilot represents a prag-
matic first step towards the
‘one-stop shop’ for European
research information envisaged
by the ERGO Working Group.

Cogito, ergo
ERGO

ERGO was conceived in 1995,
when work started on defining
a strategy for establishing gate-
ways to Member States’ R&D
databases. In April of this year
the Working Group, which in-
cludes representatives from al-
most all Member States, pro-
duced its recommendations.

It proposed a service which
would initially cover project
data, but could be progressive-
ly extended to include other
R&D information. Using a dis-
tributed, flexible architecture al-
lowing for a catalogue node in
each Member State, it would
nevertheless offer users a sin-
gle point of entry, from which
they could browse an aggregat-
ed catalogue on-line, filling a
‘shopping basket’ with the
items they wanted. Their order
would be processed automati-
cally, and the requested docu-
ments would be delivered via e-
mail within 48 hours.

Unfortunately, the Innovation
Programme was unable to fund
full implementation of these pro-
posals. With only 5% of the re-
quested funding, the Working
Group had to revise its plans.

Market Study

The pilot service, which will be
hosted by CORDIS, will adopt
a centralised architecture, and
will not offer automated deliv-
ery of selected texts. But the
catalogue will contain project
data from around 30 key data-
bases. Users will be able to
search the full catalogue with a

single query, and to access re-
sources of interest using click-
able hypertext links to the rel-
evant data providers.

The ERGO pilot is intended as
a market study, highlighting
technical and cultural problems,
and testing the value of the con-
cept to the European R&D
community. It will be carried out
in parallel with work to update
the CERIF ‘common language’.
But it seems possible that it will
prove so useful that it may
evolve into the European re-
search information service orig-
inally envisaged by the Innova-
tion Programme.

Users will have first sight of
the new service on the COR-
DIS host, in spring 1998.

ERGO: networking
Europe’s national R&D
databases.
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