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Foreword

The bathing water Directive was aaogted in 1975 and Member States then had a
10-yesr perfod to bring ther bathing waters info compliance with it. Despite the
imerovement which has been achieved during these vears, it is unacceptable that
todsy more than 3 000 bathing areas do not respect the minimum manitonng
and/or quality requirements of the Directive,

For the first fime the report covers the state of bathing water in two hew Mermber
States, Sweden and Finland (Austna does not have o implement the Directive
until 19973 \eith the inclusion of these two States, the report now covers more
than 18 (00 bathing areas throughout the Community, After 20 vears of existen-
ce of the Directive we should expect that all bathing aress would comply with
the bathing water Direciive. Althoug we have observed a relative imorovemernt
companng with the results of the previous year, this situation 1s particulanhy un-
satisfactory in inland waters where over T 700 (30% ) bathing areas oo not respect
the mirimum requirements.,

The message of the repont s clear, W cannot afford to be complacent about the
state-of the Union's bathing waters, Evenvone, govemment, whether at national,
regional or local level, associations and individual citizens must increasingly work
to ensure that bathing waters throughout the Umion comply fully wath fhe
Directive's requirements.

Since | became Eurcpean Commissioner for the Environment, one of my principa!
anms has been to ensure that individual oitizens have access to.as much informa-
tion o the state of the environment as possibie and in-an understancsble form.
This is why | am particulanly pleased to present @ new, simpler and move under-
standiable report which will enabile even more people than in the past to benefit
from it. | 9ive a high pnonty to satisfving the basic nghts of European citizens to
have clean bathing water, as well as fuil information on bathing water guality that
will enabale them to have an achive role and maximum imaalvement in the wholé
process. This transparercy should alse assist ouwr efforts in making the repont as
reliable as possible. Therefore this repart is published in all 11 Community: lan-
Fuages.

Ritt BIERREGAARD
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1. Introduction

1. Aim of the report

This repors, published annually by the
Commission before the surr of the bathing
season, 5 Intended 1o Inform the public on
the quality of bathing wazer'in the different
Member  Smapes of - thee Community
duflng the previous season, ie. In this
caze 1993,

It |¢ based on resoles supplied o the
Commission by the Member Suates from the
monitaring programmes they have carred
AL

This document. issued pursuanrc o Ardcle
13 of Directive 76/ 16VERD of 8 December
| 575 (pee Annex), ag amended by Ardcle 3
of Diregtve #UASSERT, anabses the resuls
of the manitenng progsammes i the lighe of
the pammeters measured and the sampling
frequency. The assessmentof bathing wates
gualicy is made on the basts of “mandarary’
values (I}, which have to be complied with
and “guide’ values |Gy, more stringent smn-
darels that Member States dre asked o aim
for.

2. Warning

Although the Membir Semees are legally
boiind o comply with Directive
MY TBOEEC, it should be mentdoned that a
ronsiderable effort remaing w be made in
order omeet all its equirements. Indead,

all tooraften data are sopplicd for only a few:

pamameters a7 privileged beaches, whereas
data should be supplied for all parameaners
envasaged by the Direcuve and for all ideni-
fied bathing areas

However, w allaw compamabilioe of the
results aver the vears (as presented o the
tables and the coresponding Hgures) two
representacve parameteis are useéd, for
which the Directive sets out o minimum
sampling Frequency as well as mandatory
and guide values. These-parsnverers are rocal
coliforms and faecal coliforms. which
should be sampled formightly. It should be
mentoned, theugh, thatin the *Atas’ part ob
the report five parameters are used (see
below),

Tt should be bome i mind thatany compa-
tison of the different cesults is sl open 1o
question as they are subject to differsnces
assaciared with the number of beaches
maonitored, the parameters measured. the
sampling frequency and the geagraphical
tocation.

3. Presentation of the report

Althoiigh the previous repars were already
widely distributed, the Commission wanoed
this one to be more accessible to dnd more
easily understoad by the general public
Ir waz  therefare decided 1w oalter its
présentaton by purtdng the maps together
iy the forme of an atlas Followed by a mare
copcise explanatory report.

The "Athis" section shows, for each dember
State, the exrent toowhich éach bathing area
tdentified complies in respect of the owo
microbiological  parmmeters  mentioned
abvove (roeal and Faecal colifomrisk as well as
the physica-chemical parameters B, and 10
af . ihe rechrical annex: w Directwve
P I6IVEEC, e, mineral-oils. surface-active
substances and phentls




Coloured symbols are used to classify the areas as follows:

Acecuately sampled arees -

AW inéserkal

e Basing nrew coumpres on the bosk of thr suace walies |

Tiee balhirs waler can be regamied a5 of mimw

A '8 grernisymbaol

the g aed comphes on e Bask of the mandstory snkes

e Dathing wealer oo be regaied ool acceplable auaity

& B rodsenbok the baitang aea does rick comply
Thar iy wabet con be regaoad a5 of smffaoert ouality
Arens with too few samples

& & omnge symbol - Dathing s forehich he sameling MEquency & 190, kow, i smples e been taken or oo data

A vk

This sl D2 o Deach wihere the Gabty of hebathing vesber s fot been g fficienty monitoeed

Bathing aress prohibited by the Member State

A B blacksmibch &0 wea whe e compeiend ralions aifiorties have temeoniily protibies bating

The explanatory secton of the report gives
an overall assessment of the gualiy of
bathing water in the Community and des-
cribes the specific Smsation in each Membir
atave for the 1995 bathing season. It also
containg tables and Bpures summarizing the
microbiolsgical and physico-chemnical para-
meters back 1o 1992, For each of these pam-
meters, the number of bathing areas sam-
pled and the number of ‘wonicomplying'
areas are detailed. The values in these sum-
mary tables are sometmes slighty different

from those in previous: repors; as che:

Community database 'is consmndy being
updated,

Annexed at the end of the report is-a map of
Eurcpe summarizing the datyof the Adas for
the 1995 baching season

4. Pubiic information

Most pMember States issue. bathing: warer
quality infarmation i the press, on mlevi-
sicn or-even by videotext

Each citizen i invited 1o donrdct the compe-
tent nadonal authonoy in che parmicula
Member State wach regard o the idenrifica-

tlon or moniwring af bathing areas. All the
docomentation s available from  the
Commission's office in-cach fember Smre,

Any citizen finding chat a bathing area hie or
shee frequents folls within' the scope of the
current Directive but is not listed in the Atlas
15 requesred o inform the competent natio.
nal authorty ar the Commisslon's olhice
isee next page) as well a5 the Comntission
department in charge of this report,

Eupapean Commission
DG X - D

200, fuz de o Lo
B-104% Brussels

vy comnpbic with the mandnrony values of the thiee
rh:.-'lu:-'l-r]lcl:m:nl PATEITETArT = ol Al the
mnec amngenr guide vshiey of e pws microbiols
Fical pammprsss
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Q2. Summary

Bvery wéar, In accordance: with Article 13 of
Directive 76/160/BEC, as amended by
Artcle ‘3 ofF Directive 91/652/EEC, the
fember States of the Eurgpean Union send
the Commission o comprehensive report on
the most significant characteristics of their
bthing water.

As in previous-bathing seasons, i3 diflicult
to discern amy general oend since the situa-
Hon wvares so widely from oné Meémber
Btare oo anocher.  Mevertheless, there i
eill @ difference m gialine ‘between, zea
wiarer-and fresh warer, as hiaz beenobsepved
in the past:

Seawater quality is often good, whereas for
many inland sites unsadsfactony levels cont-
nue to be-reported for 1995,

In the following tables; as bor 1994, the com-
pliance rames are calculawed oo the basis of
the towel number of ‘sampling point.
fathing areas for which no dam have been
supplied, as well as those with inadequate
sampling frequency, are fisted in column
NE (%) of the tables, The rates of complian-
ce are consequently influsncad by this=and
they could be improved by considering
anly the areas with a sufficient sampling

frequency.

Aaithe oo e Member Smres Finland and
bweden have aken into account the puini-
mum sampling Fequency ser by their legis-
laton, which does not hully carrespend o
all the requirements: of the Communiny
Dhirective, the summary mables for the vear
1995 are gven with and withour these coun-
tries.

In sccordance with the derogadon unl
L January 1957 granted in i act of ac-
cession, Austia has not supplied any dawm

1. Sea water quaﬂr_y

OF the towl of 12 487 bathing areas fdenti-
fed in the 1995 bathing season, 91.4% and

74.6% respectvely complied with the
mandatory values and the pulde values et
by the Directive Ffor total coliforms
(partal data) and faecal coliforms; The sam-
pling frequency was woa low in 3,7% of the
alEas, .

Dhespibe the existence of the THrective and i
implementton over a number of years,
8.6 % of the beaches, ie. more than 1 000
bathing areas, sdll il o comply with the
minimum reqguirementss.  Consequenty
Member 5tates are requested o ke the
necessary’ steps to comply with the
[irective:

2. Fresh water quality

The resules concern -ail Member Sthtes
with the exception of the Unitéd Kingdom,
which has not [dennfied any inland bathing
s,

Aol of 5 907 kesh water bathing azeas
have been idenufled throughout the
Communigy: [0 the 1995 bathing seasomn,
70.5% and $1.0% of these respectively com-
plied with' the mandatony values and guide
values zer by the Directive for toal colifarms
{partlal dasa) and faecal coliforms. In 19.6%
of the areas the sampling Fequency was
inadeguare

The Eommission would also like to draw
the attenten of the Meniber States and of
the general public to the Fict dhar almost
MLO% of the' inland bathing areas; {2 over
1 700 sampling points, do oot comply with

the minimum requirements.

This siruadon is even mare regremahble since
fresh water is more yulnemble than sea
water. In many caseg there 5 a need for

Appropriate-acton oo-be:mken



Table 1 - Results for sea water

£ | boml number of samgling port

F + Ireiency (avemese muirer of samples e monih);

Oy pertalame & oot wilh sufficedt sammling equeency comio hang wath the mesdaton valuey

GiG) 4 pesceriage ol poings with suffcient sampiing reqirersy comphereg wilh the miple walies;

- pesteninges of ponks not rampled o nsulficienthy sampled (o for witich e ane nednin avadable;
MC -+ pocerinde of poirts wWith sufficient samealing Segueres: ol compkang wikh the mandsion vakies,
- | percoringe of s where Dathing |3 femporaily peohioied.

Percenitnges aressiven for total and fecal colifonre st all thwiderified ssmpling points,

S warer - 15 b3 F il OGYED MF ] MEC RS HE {3
Belgium an 5 39 198 ] DA ]
Denines 1188, 24 oh.6 B35 e og 13
Gefenare 446 34 ‘B850 iy 97 i e | o
Gilewc ] 24 Qa0 155 05 18 i
Span 1519 21 a7 B4H 0.7 Lk a
France! T 21" a4 54T £3 full 1}
ingland 138 At 041 280 ] i9 ]
Iteky 4592 £ 5 45% A BA 1]
Metherarcs' 4B 19 (LR #1:3 304 | |
Pcirtisanl 333 235 ol 2k 24 ] i
Urited ingciom 44 40 B 401 a 180 0
SLitenal 19135 24 = 87 < 40 [+
Finlarid! 6K o7 731 a1.0 54 6 ]
Shanztien! g a4 4.3 33,3 B4 {6 ]
Tertnl 18457 oy A T 17 4B 2.1

Member Sistes for which: dals o total cotforma o ordy, parlaly mailabie- and therelore cnly fecal coltfoms o
ponsiciered.
= ﬁ@lﬂmli‘tﬂl‘l Frerse Gy

Table 2 - Sea water - Results from 1992 to 1995

+ ¢ boeal momises of sempling poinis

G pencentage of palts with sufficient sempling frequency complying with the manclabors vallies;

L03) | ¢ peRtentade of pointy with sufficient ssmpling frequency corplving with e guicde valiks;

WE ¢ perteddce of oomis not sampied or insufficiently samphed (o forwhich there e no oot ovliroie)
WC: : perfentage of points with sufficient smpling frequency ol coinohing with the. mandaton values.

Percenteges ae given for total and feecal Coliforms-at &8 the deatilied saraling:poni in ol Member Sates, Socepl bt
Derwmad, France, fhe Netherlanos and 1he Do nedy Memier States, forwhich onby loecal oolifonms ane baken (b socount.

Gen water X 1Y L=t A LT HE B
16 10,57 anq e Lol g4
1563 11 341 AR T 40 a4
1504 171754 B 778 43 55
15051 19135 g BOT Lok 49
. 14487 i o ay 4.4
Elevet Mernbaer Sintes

§ % e bwn e Miemiber Stabes (Finland and Suseckend
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Figure 1 - Results for sea water in 1995
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Figure 2 - Sea water - Summary of results from 1992 to 1995
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Table 3 - Results for fresh water bathing areas

% oote nunser of sampling poinds;

T i Freciindy (Everade numser &F samples per it

Ol : percernde ol poinis wilh Sufficient sampling frecuenty comghing with the mindamny values:

CiGY o perteriage of poirts with silficient saimelig Secudnsy compkirg wath 1he siide vakies,

MHF 1 paocemige of points not sampled on rsufficienth samplad Corfor which e am no datn aedatie)
NG 1) peererage of poinks wilth Rifficient sarglies Seduency nol compldng with-th mardaiony vakies,
a3 prcETinge ot prems whene bathing & Empomnty prehibited,

Percentises o gven for total end feecat colifomms atall the igentfed samplirs points

Fresah woales - 1505 T F I, S O | 0y A M (oY HE (S
Belgiirn gy 39 b 4515 44 432 o
Dierrnark L hik| 05 Bt 9.3 o7 o7 18
Ty ERs a0 L 28 g [ a4 14
AT 4 2.3 150 20,0 1] P &
Spain £ an fi1 08 i EN i)
Frarce’ 1840 1= BE4 537 30 a4 og
Feland g e (o0 D i] ¥, o
iy 5 go BEYg 713 FF] 105 ]
Lissernibootiny =] 1.6 5.0 =50 | i 15
The Metherisds L¥F | K0 2.4 ald a5 1)
Pt 2 1.6 SO0 1549 254 18 tH
Subsctnl 5am 2.5 g 414 164 104 4 )
Finlandl! 3 3 Bz 750 T4 a5 o
Sweder £l 1 653 53 T4 a3 ]
o 5007 24 05 500 154 ag o
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o Memopciitan France onky

Table &4 - Fresh water - Results from 1992 to 1995

Xt numter of sampling poinks; _

Gy 1 opercertnge of points with-gufficiest sampling Tecpency complyeng wilh 1he mandatony valies;

i) o permercage of points wath sufficent samling frecuency comgtera walh the oliide walues,

ME percersae of poinis not mmpled o irsufficlenthe samipled o for which there ang nio dsta avalalde),
R | perceniage of poinks watty suffickent samesling reciienoy not complying swith. the mandatony valies

Perceniages ane given for 1ot end faecal colifoms &t all the ioemtifed sampling points in 2 sernbe S, scepl o
France, e Nethelancs and the hwa new Merber Siates, fer which Taecal ealiforira alone are bakan o accolnt

Freshoter = COR ) ) NF 0] L L
1555 5273 a3.4 364 119 23
1593 5582 HED it 185 117
1554 b B4 5 75 913 11.4
5hs" 51799 i A a7 187 104

' 5007 S L 156 wE
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Figure 3 - Results for fresh water bathing areas in 1995
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Figure 4 - Fresh water - Summary of results from 1992 to 1995
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HF perceniage of points ot mmpled or insufficienty amabed (on forwhich there are o data- avaiabie),
ML percentage of polnts with SLEcent samgpding recoency not complving with the mandatan walie,
ME percentge of aress whete Dahing 5 ierrpodanly prohbaed

Fercermpaes are graen foe 1ofsl and {ascal colilons &t &l the igentifed sampd ey et sl Mermoer Simtes, exoep for
e keetherlancs; France, Frland and Swandien, Soownich faecal calionmm elone @ taker inko accoont
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3. Atlas

Preamble

The informacon supplied by the Member
States is shown on one or more double
pages, accarding to densiny,

Lefi-hand page

Bathing areas are classified by admainistra-
tve entity and are numbered.

Clppositz the name of the bathing area, iss
identficadon number and i rare of vom-
pliance are given. The later s assessed
-on the bagls of the Hrst bwo microblalog-
‘cal paramerers (otal and fiecal coliforms)
apd cenain physico-chemical parameters
fminegsal ils, surface-actve subssances
and phencls)

The calours attributed to the rate of com-
pliance are:

blue icomplies ‘on the basis of the
guide valoes®

green - complies on the -bazis of the
mandarory values
red  :does not comply on the basis ot

the mandatory values

orange area. where the samipling Fe-
quency s inadeguace

black :arsa where bathing has been
rempotarily prahibited
-2 = BOE WEDET

: Beshwiater

Right-band page

The maps on the right-hand pages give
the same informadan as chat on the leks
hand pages with the exceptdon aof the
names of the bathing areas.

The bathing aréas { O or &) are given by
administrative entity in a continuous
seties, Only the Hestand last bathing area
in ¢ach adminisrabive entoy is numberad.
Bathing areas without numbers are ident-
fied by interpolaton. The details of sach
point represented are given on the lef
hand page.

The maps and lists of the bathing areas of
ezch Member Smee are preceded by a gene-
ral informadon fle. A table of percentages
calculated on the basis of the o microbio-
logical paramaeters (total and faecal cali-
forms) and the physico-chemical parame-
rers’ mentoned above has been included.

For fuller technical informaton che reader f=
referred to the explanatony section that fal-
lewws:  Be should be poined out char the
compliance zates mentdoned 0 this part of
the report dre assessed, a4 for the previous
bathing season, on the basis of toul and Fae-
cal coliforms only,

e compaes wath the mandatomy values of the thres
physxo-themical pammeso as well a5 withy the
mors smingent puide values af the tws micabiole-
el pasmetiod

' Decepcbor Finfaned imd Sweden, which dre supphing
data for the fra dane.







Belgium

1995 bathing season:

SEAMILEr T Apnl toal seplemioer
fresh Water 15 e o 15 Septemiber
Number of bathing areas identified;
S8 Wealer ay

fresh water a7

Average sampling frequency:

SEf WalEr Tsample 5 daye
fresh water T samiole ¥ 9 ciays

Main results:

Belgium - 1995 b C(x) cC(a@)(x%) MF (%) HC (%) M8 (%)
S&n water 39 LRI 128 Bl 2.h E)
Fresh water a7 414 333 4.6 540 )
5 foial reamber of Snmgling points

Gl percentage of poOits swith SUFCient sampsing frecrieney Somahis with: the mandaton values:

iG] | percentame O poae with soffizient Sampiing frecpiency comphma with the guide wmlues:

HE perceriaga of froas nol saroked o insifcienth samples (or forwnilch ere ane nocam saitable):
ML pefcerate ol ports Wwith sufficiert pamplirg frecpienoy not comphin with the méncdsion wlues:
HE perceriate of aread whens Bathing is temponanly prohioied.

Pafermeters forwhich the complinnce raee 15 calcuatecs iofal colents, Becal coldormm, minen| oils; suriface-acihe sub-
mances and phencls

Information available from:

Wlaams Gewest - Vlaamse Milieurnaatschappi) - Alfans Van De Maelectraat, 96
H3) Erembodedem
Tel: (32 53) 7965 41 - Fax- (39 53) 77 89 5]

Region wallonne - DGRNE - Division de 1'Bau - Averue Prince de Ligge, 15
5100 Jambses
Tel {3FETY 3238 17 - Fam (32 B9 28 B i

Remarks:

Lonfirmation of the trends alfeady observed during the previous bathing seasons;
-very high percentage of ‘non-complying' fresh water areas;

~ g samplirg frequency for 2ea water,

Sysiematic monitonng of foecal strettocoog)
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Denmark

1995 bathing season:
1 Junetoe 1 October

Humber of bathing areas identified:

e WEier 1 184

freshy water 111

Average sampling frequency:

SET WETET 1 sample’) T das

Fresty weater 1 sampiz/ 11 davs

Main results:

Denmark - 1995 z CiNi®) C(G) (%) HF (%) MC (%) MNE (%)
Sea water 1188 211 25 4.3 34 13
Fresh weater m BeR e 9.8 5.4 1.8

23 tatal rmber of sampling Domes;

il percentame of poaris with sufficend samphng frequency comphare with the manciatony vaiues;

CHED | percenbyee of poniswd suffoent sampling frequeney ecmahying with the sude wives;

HE percenyme of pormis not sampled o suficiéntly sempled {or for which thiers are no deta sailabiz),
HE PRk of poms with suffcen samolng requerey nal eamplying with the mandaiony walies,
HE peTCRnkaEs of ars whene. bathing = terporanty prohioded,

Paramciers for which the complanoe mate 5 cakulaed

- for s weriter: faecal coliformes, méneml offs, surface-acive substances and phenaks:
for frash vater: botnl coliforms, faecal coliforms, mirssal olls, swifere-scive substances and phenols,

Information available from:

Ministey of Ervarcnment and Ersogy

Dhanish Ervironment Protection Agency
Stranigade; 9= DK 1407 - Copenhagen K
Tel: (45 327 &6,071.00 - Fa (45.38) 66.04.79

Remarlks:

Comparative statility of cverall tathirg water guality, as regards both the mardatony values and
the ginde values

In sea water, systematic mondanng of feecal coliforms onbyand not of total colifonms.
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Germany

1995 bathing season:
3 to 4 months according to gecgraphical location, genéally fram T June to15 September,

Number of bathing areas identified:

5Ed WWwater A4

fresh woater 1eze

Average sampling frequency:
SEd Wister T samphe | 9 clays

fresh watsr 1 sampds /10 daws

Main results:

Germany - 1995 Ioc(n) C(8) (%)  ME(BR)  MC(%)  MB(W)
S weaber iy HO O 635 &5 18 (53}
Friesh water 18R 45.7 4.0 485 1.3 15

£ foia| nuirioer of sampding peinls:

CiTh farceriage of Soinks with salficiend samping fiocurency Comeiing with e anamdatcny el

GG perceniage of poinks with sulficiert sampling frecienoy. comedying wilh hiz quide walies;

MF o perceriege of piink ral ssmpléd or mpuffcerhy sampled (o for wAich Biene ae re dats swdable )
e nercemage Gf points with ailficient smmpfing frequency rob compherg with e rercialong vakies;
HH oerceniage of afess whese bsfhing s ooty prohibibed

Porpmeters forwhich e compliance rate is calcuilshed: total colforms; faecal colitoerrs, minesal ols, surinse active sub-
sirioes arch pherals

Information available from:

Bundesrministesium FOr Umeel, Matischilz und Reaktorsicherheit
Referat IG || §

Betnkasteler Strale, B - 53175 Bopn

Tl (o0 BEEY 306 35 17 - Fax; (40 0U84 305 35 04

Remarks:
Toa many fresh water aneas rsufficiently sampled

More than 1 000 Bathing areas, Doth sea water and fresh water, donot comply with the minimum
recquirements of the Direcine, !

i3
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Greece

1995 bathing season:
3 10 & mienths according to gecgraphical location, genemlly from 1 May 1o 31 October

Mumber of bathing areas identified:

A wialer 1 584
freshwiater 4

Average sampling frequency;

Sea wWaber 1 samples 13 davs
frevsty wwater 1 samphe / 13 days

Main results:

Greece - 1995 o7 Ci(®) cia)(%=) MF (%) HE (5] MB (%)
Sea wiaber 1596 974 955 05 1.6 0
Fresh waater 4. 754 500 | 254 4]

E ol muminer of sampling poink;

gy DRICEMAGE Cf Doinds with sullicient sampding Fegquency compiving with the mandakony values:

iy | pemomaae of ponks witn sufficient seniing frequency compbing - with the gukde i,

rF PeEmags of poinds not ssmped of irsufficerthy sampled (or o which thene e no dal seaslabik),
M pacemmae of poinks with-suflicient sempling fegquensy nol comphana with the marcared: pEies;
g oereringe cf aness where balhirey i bempanaihy prohibied

Pammetirs for which the CiHTyshance rae & eaculale: ol coldooms, faecal coliforms, minea oils, sufsse-ackae suts
sanoesand pherak

Information available from:

Munistry of Erviranmert, Priysical Planning and Pubdic Wark
Gererd Directomte for the Erwiranmenl

Ernronmental Panning Drvislon - Water Secton

147, Patission Street - 11251 Athers

Tel: [30:17 865 0053 - Fae (30 11864 74 20

Remarks:

245 points are-added 1o the monitorng programme, e, 18% more than for the 1994 bathing
52350

Thie bigh guabity of the bathing areas identified s confirmed.
Svstematic monitonng of feeral streplococo,

&3
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