


























































































"V I PUBLICATIONS AND AUDIOVISUAL 

The ANEC (European Association for 
the Co-ordination of Consumer 
Representation in Standardization), 
which was set up in February 1995 to 
represent the interests of consumers in 
the EC and EFTA countries in dealings 
with European standardization bodies, 
has just published its 1995 Annual 
Report. Following an introduction 
describing the part played by 
standardization in the internal market 

and the background to consumer 
representation in this field, the report is 
divided into six parts, dealing with: the 
ANEC's modus operandi, its relations 
with European standardization 
institutes and bodies, the co-ordination 
of consumer representation in 
standardization at the technical level, 
certification, national developments, 
trends in research and testing. Finally, 
the annexes include the titles of reports 

published by the ANEC in 1995 and 
details of ongoing work. 

A copy of the report, in French or 
English, may be obtained from: 

ANEC 
avenue de Ten'ueren 36 
B -1040 Brussels 
Tel.: +32 2 743 24 70 
Fax: +32 2 736 95 52 

OECD Health Data 96 is a new user-
friendly software package containing 
more than one million items of data on 
hundreds of phenomena occurring in 
the health systems of the OECD 
countries during the period 1960-199-1. 

It tells us. for example, that the 
proportion of GDP devoted to 
expenditure on medical goods and 
services varies considerably between 
the said countries (from 5% in Turkey. 
Mexico and Greece to 14.3% in the 
United States); that the rate of growth 
of such expenditure likewise varies 
considerably (between 1984 and 1994. 
health expenditure in Sweden grew at 
a slower rate than GDP, whereas in the 
United States, France and Italy it grew 
at an appreciably faster rate); that 
Finland has substantially improved the 
productivity of its health services by 
reducing costs while maintaining the 
level of quality; that in many countries 
hospital expenditure is declining as 

people opt for outpatient treatment or 
alternative drug therapies; etc., etc. 

By highlighting the differences in 
medical practices in the various OECD 
countries. OECD Health Data 96 
enables the user to pinpoint the 
productivity gains that can still be 
made within each health system and to 
see how each country is trying to 
reconcile control over expenditure and 
maintenance of quality. 

In a similar vein, the OECD has just 
published Health Care Reform - The 
Will to Change, a 158-page report 
which reviews the discussions held 
Ixftween ministers, senior civil servants 
and academics under the aegis of the 
OECD at the end of 1994. Taking stock 
of the initial measures geared to 
reforming the health systems of the 
OECD countries, the report brings out 
the political, economic and social 
aspects of changes deemed to be 

increasingly necessary. The following 
issues are addressed: 
- what level of care should be provi­

ded, in terms of quality and quantity? 
- how can equality of access to care 

and control of expenditure be recon­
ciled? 

- can non-financial incentives, such as 
codes of good professional practice, 
improve the effectiveness of health 
systems? 

- how can hospital structures embrace 
the ever-changing new technologies, 
the inexorable rise in professional 
specialization and an increasing 
need for teamwork? 

For information on how to order, 
contact: 

OECD 
2 rue André Pascal 
F - ~5~5 Paris Cedex 16 
Tel.: +33 1 45 24 82 00 
Fax: +33 1 45 24 85 00 
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The European Companion 1996 has 
just arrived. This annual guide, now in 
its 7th edition - with over 10 000 
amendments - puts the personnel and 
workings of the European Union at 
your fingertips. Its 1 000 pages are 
packed with: 

- over 1 700 biographies and photo­
graphs of the EU's leading politicians 
and senior civil servants, including 

Commissionners and their Cabinet 
members, MEPs, permanent repre­
sentatives of the Member States, 
Director-Generals of the Commission 
and Council, etc.; 
information on the EU decision­
making process; 
a glossary of terms and abbrevia­
tions. 

For information on how to order, 
contact: 

DPR Publishing Ltd 
33 John Street 
UK-London WC1N2BR 
Tel.: +44171753 7762 
Fax: +44171753 7763 
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13-14 November 1996 

Seventh European Day of Commerce 

The topic of the Seventh European Day 

of Commerce, organized by Euro-

Commerce, the representative body of 

commercial interests in the European 

Union, is 'Retail and distribution on 

the information superhighways'. It 

will provide a platform to debate the 

political and commercial challenges 

raised by the Internet and the 

multimedia and for reflection on how 

traders and consumers can make the 

most of 'virtual money'. 

Moreover, on 14 November - in the 

presence of President Santer -

EuroCommerce will present to the 

press its 'manifesto', which consists of 

an analysis of European commerce and 

a raft of policy recommendations in 

this domain. 

Contact: 

Catherine Piana 

EuroCommerce 

rue Froissart 123-133 

Β -1040 Brussels 

Tel.: +32 3 230 67 11 

Fax: +32 3 230 00 78 

Email: lobby@eurocommerce.be 

The Academy of European Law, Trier, is organizing 

the following conferences: 

8-9 November 1996: 

Place: 

Languages: 

14-15 November 1996: 

Place: 

Languages: 

18 November 1996: 

Place: 

Languages: 

21-22 November 1996: 

Place-

Languages: 

25-28 Noveml>er 1996: 

Place: 

Languages: 

2-3 December 1996: 

Place-

Languages: 

'The Brussels Convention in legal practice' 

Trier 

Gemían. English. French 

'Europe à la carte - Legal limits of a variable-geometry and multi-speed Europe' 

Trier 

English. Gemían. French 

'Current developments in distribution law' 

Trier 

English. Gemían. French 

'International money laundering and its detection' 

Trier 

English. Gemían. French 

'The way towards European monetary union' 

Trier/ Luxembourg 

German. French 

'European social security law and labour law' 

Trier 

French, English. German ι 
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9-10 December 1996: 
Place: 
Languages: 

12-13 December 1996: 

Place: 
Languages: 

Contact: 
Academy of European Law 
Dasbachstr. 10 
D-54292 Trier 
Tel.: +49 651147100 
Fax: +49 651147 1020 

'Do we need a European environment ombudsman?' 
Trier 
French, German, English 

'Reform of the common organization of the vine and wine market - The difficult 
transition from intervention to the market economy' 
Trier 
French, German 
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To obtain your (free) subscription to INFO­C 

simply fill in the reply coupon below and return it to the following address : 

Sheila Reynolds 

DG XXIV 'Consumer Policy' 

European Commission 

rue de la Loi 200 

RP3 4/30 

Β ­ 1049 Bruxelles 

Fax : +32 2 299 18 57 

Email : infoc@dg24.cec.be 

Name and forename: 

Organization: 

Profession: 

Street: 

Town: 

Postcode: 

Country: 

Phone and fax: 

Email: 

Wishes to receive INFO-C in EN / FR / DE * 
* Encircle as applicable 

N.B. Don't forget to inform us of any change of address ! 
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