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THE INFORMATION SOCIETY 

TELECOM 95: 
successful 
connections 
Nelson Mandela and Jacques 
Santer were among the keynote 
speakers at the opening ceremony 
of this October's world télécoms 
exhibition and forum, the seventh 
of this major event organised 
every 4 years in Geneva by the 
International Telecommunication 
Union (ITU). 

The theme was 'Connect!' which 
reflected the show's main trend of 
rapid convergence between 
télécoms, computing and 
broadcasting. 

This year a grand total of 189,671 
people participated - including 
133 ministers and 232 director-
generals from all around the 
world, 662 Forum speakers, and 
over 2,000 press. 1,066 companies 
and organisations exhibited. 

3,912 people took par t in the 
Forum programme, in which the 
St ra tegies and Technologies 
summits focussed both on new 
technological developments 
and on the problems of 
communications in developing 
countries. Special emphasis was 
laid on the importance of 
including these countries in the 
newly-emerging Global 
Information Infrastructure. The 
Internet weekend at the Forum 
featured among other keynote 
speakers Vint Cerf, 'father of the 
In te rne t ' , and a t t rac ted 
considerable interest. /Cont/... 

Completing the regulatory 
framework for a liberalised 
telecommunications market. 
At the init iative of Commissioner 
Bangemann, the Commission has now 
adopted two proposals for legislation 
(both based on Article 100A) tha t 
constitute key elements of the future 
regulatory framework for the 
telecommunications sector, following 
liberalisation by 1 January 1998. 

1. The first one, a proposal for a 
European Parl iament and Council 
Directive, will, together with directive 
9013881EEC (based on Article 90 of the 
Treaty), establish a common framework 
for general authorisat ions and 
individual licences granted by Member 
States in the field of telecommunications 
services. 

While full competition will be introduced 
in the telecommunications sector in 
most Member States in 1998, 
authorisation regimes remain necessary 
in order to ensure that certain public 
interest objectives such as universal 
service are attained. At the same time 
no undue burdens must be imposed on 
market players. 

In that context, the proposed directive 
sets up rules to be implemented at 
national level, together with the full 
application of competition principles, 
both for the procedures for the granting 
of authorisations or licences and the 
conditions that can be attached to these 
authorisat ions. Such a common 
framework should facilitate the exercise 
of freedom of establishment and freedom 
to provide services in the European 
Union for undertakings acting in the 
field of telecommunications. 

2. The second text adopted is a proposal 
to update two existing directives for 
Open Network Provision (ONP): 
framework directive 90/387 EEC, 
adopted in 1990, describing objectives 
and procedures, and the ONP Leased 
Lines Directive, adopted in 1992. 

The updating will enable them to take 
account of the introduction of 
competition after 1998, and to provide a 
common approach for the provision of 
important telecommunications services 
in the European Union. 

The objective of the revised ONP 
framework directive remains the 
harmonisation of conditions for access to 
and use of public telecommunications 
networks and services, but the emphasis 
is on achieving this through voluntary 
observance of standards. The existing 
procedure, whereby standards can be 
made compulsory under certain 
circumstances, would be modified to 
include a period of public consultation 
before any decision was taken. 
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TELECOM 95: successful 
connections (continued) 

Other highlights of the event 
were the Programme for 
Development, the NIC Pilot 
Project, and the '1 in 10' Smart 
House. 

The Programme for Development 
aims to foster skills transfer and 
give participants the opportunity 
to learn about la tes t 
developments and their 
application. It provided 
invitations to 170 engineers and 
human resources specialists from 
85 countries to come to Geneva on 
a week's fellowship in order to 
visit the exhibition, participate in 
the Forum, and concentrate on 
issues of immediate importance to 
their own countries in a special 3-
day workshop. 

The NIC Pilot Project offers 
exposure to worldwide markets 
for companies from newly 
indust r ia l i s ing countr ies . It 
provided free exhibition space to 
13 such companies, selected on 
the basis of their innovative 
products and successful track 
record in their home markets. 

The '1 in 10' Smar t House 
demonstrated the la tes t 
innovations for use in the home to 
help disabled and elderly people. 

The next in the series will be 
Telecom 99, at Palexpo in Geneva 
from 8 - 17 October, 1999. 

Contact: 

The Press Office 
ITU 
tel: +41 22 730 5969/ 730 5192 
fax: +41 22 733 7266/ 730 5939 

Commission adopts two proposals completing the regulatory 
framework for a liberalised telecommunications market, 
(continued) 

The leased lines Directive requires 
that leased lines shall be offered and 
provided on request without 
discrimination to all usens. 

Non-discrimination applies to, inter 
alia, availability of technical access, 
tariffs, quality of service, provision 
time (delivery period), fair distribution 
of capacity in case of scarcity, repair 
time and availabil i ty of network 
information. 

The revised ONP leased lines Directive 
will continue to require tha t the 
present minimum set of leased lines is 
available to all users in the EU from at 
least one organisation in each Member 
State. This obligation will be placed 
only on organisations with significant 
market power, as determined by the 

national regulatory authori t ies in 
accordance with guidelines given in the 
Directive. 

Requirements for advance publication 
of tariff changes will be removed and 
the requirement for cost orientation of 
tariffs will be relaxed where there is 
strong competition in the provision of 
leased lines. 

A new annex identifies other types of 
high speed leased line whose provision 
is to be encouraged, and recommends 
suitable voluntary s tandards for 
connection to these types of leased line. 

Information Society Forum: 
the current state of play 
In accordance with the Bangemann 
Report, the conclusion of the European 
Council in Corfu and the Action Plan 
"Europe's way to the Information 
Society", the Commission decided to set 
up an Information Society Forum. 

On February 1995 Mr. Bangemann, 
European Commissioner for Industrial 
Affairs, Information Technology and 
Telecommunications, was detailed to 
nominate the members and take 
responsibil i ty for the Forum, in 
accordance with the Commission 
President and the Members of the 
Group "Information Society and 
Audiovisual". The Forum was set up 
on July 1995. 

The aim of the Information Society 
Forum is to offer representatives from 
a wide variety of different groups an 
opportunity to contribute to an open 
discussion about the social aspects of 
the information society (see SEC(95) 
278/2, 6, 7). 

I t acts as a "think tank" for the 
Commission on issues related to the 
development of the information society, 
and provides an opportunity for 
dialogue between all the players 
concerned. 

The Forum's composition is based on 
the proposals received by the Member 

States and the Community institutions 
concerned. It reflects Europe's 
diversity in terms of economic, social 
and cultural aspects, and the many 
interested parties. The 124 Forum 
members have been appointed for 
three years. 

The Forum will produce an annual 
report assessing the progress made on 
the information society, which will be 
discussed and formally adopted at one 
of the two annual general meetings of 
the Forum. It will be published by the 
Commission. 

Forum plenary sessions 

At the inaugural meeting on 13 July 
1995, the Forum elected Mrs. Birgitta 
Carlson (Telia AB Teleservices, 
Sweden) as chair and Mr. Roberto 
Carneiro (Televisão Independente -
TVI, Portugal) and Mrs. Caroline 
Kerstiens (BEUC, Netherlands) as co-
chairpersons. 

On the basis of a theme paper 
prepared by the Commission, the 
members of the Forum discussed the 
definition and content of the themes 
and the organisation of the working 
groups. 
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Information Society Forum: state of play 
(continued) 
The Forum will meet in plenary 
sessions twice a year. The next plenary 
sessions are scheduled for January and 
July 1996 and will be co-chaired by Mr. 
Bangemann. 

Themes and working groups 

Six specialised working groups have 
been set up: 
1. The Impact on the Economy and 

Employment 
2. Basic Social and Democratic Values 

in the Virtual Community 
3. The Influence on Public Services 
4. Education, Training and Learning 

in the Information Society 
5. The Cultural Dimension and the 

Future of the Media 
6. Sustainable Development, 

Technology, and Infrastructure. 

The first meetings of the working 
groups 5, 2 and 3 took place in 
Brussels on 11 and 12 September 1995; 

Mr. Fritz Fernand Pleitgen (WDR-
Westdeutscher Rundfunk, Germany), 
Mr. Aidan White (European Federation 
of Journa l i s t s , Ireland) and Mr. 
Jacques Wautrequin (Services 
Fédéraux Belges - Affaires 
Scientifiques, Techniques et 
Culturel les , Belgium), were 
respectively elected chair of the three 
groups. The second meeting of working 
groups 2, 3 and 5 is scheduled for 13, 
14 and 15 November 1995. 

Groups 1, 4 and 6 met for the first time 
on 25 and 26 September 1995 and Mr. 
Joan Majo ( Ins t i tu t Cataluño de 
Tecnologia, Spain), Mr. John Gray 
(Newark and Sherwood College, 
United Kingdom) and Mr. Claudio 
Carelli (Telecom Italia, Italy), were 
respectively elected chair of working 
groups 1, 4 and 6. The second meeting 
of working groups 1, 4 and 6 was 
scheduled for 14, 17 and 16 November 
1995. 

Steering Committee 

The Steering Committee, composed of 
the Forum's chairs, co-chairpersons 
and the chairs of working groups, will 
start work in December to coordinate 
the Forum's activity with a view to 
producing the annual report for the 
Forum's plenary session in July 1996. 

For more information see below. 

Information Society Forum 
Secretariat 
Rue de la Loi 200 
(BU 24 -1/37) 
B-1049 Brussels 
Tel. +32 2 295 30 28, 299 00 41, 

296 90 17 
Fax +32 2 296 90 37, 295 06 88 
e-mail: fder@dgl3.cec.be) 
WWW: http://www.ispo.cec.be 

TV standards directive signals TV lift-off towards information society 

On 24 July 1995 the Council of 
Ministers adopted a new television 
standards Directive. 

The Directive creates a regulatory 
framework of s t andards for the 
transmission of advanced television 
signals. It recognises that standards 
are an impor tant element in 
establishing market confidence both on 
the part of market players and on the 
part of consumers but at the same time 
enables the widest range of advanced 
TV services to be offered as the market 
develops. It does not ta rge t the 
introduction of particular services and 
technologies, preferring a studied 
neutrality across the board. 

Pay television is the fastest growing 
area of broadcasting and is expected to 
flower in the digital era. Indeed it is 
likely tha t the pioneering digital 
television services will be launched by 
pay-TV broadcasters. Conditional 
access is an important issue for this 
business because it guarantees 
security and enables broadcasters to 
collect subscription revenues from 
their customers. The Directive creates 
a common framework throughout the 
Union for conditional access to digital 
television services. At a practical level, 

the directive will facilitate consumers 
being able to receive all their digital 
TV through one box, ra ther than 
having to clutter up their homes with 
lots of different, incompatible boxes to 
receive all the services they want. 

Manufacturers must incorporate an 
open interface socket on all TVs with 
screens larger than 42cms. This is 
already happening with much 
equipment available today, but the 
intent ion is to guarantee tha t all 
citizens of the Union investing in new 
equipment will be able to connect 
digital TV decoders with problems. 

The directive therefore supports the 
current trend towards making new 
technology products more consumer-
friendly, or "Plug and play" as this is 
called. 

Wide-screen TV is taking off 
throughout the European Union and 
the directive ensures that cable TV 
operators will deliver wide-screen 
services as broadcast in the 16:9 
format. This is an important 
encouragement for consumers 
investing in the new 16:9 wide-screen 
sets. 

"Now the market for digital television 
services can start in earnest", said Mr. 
Martin Bangemann. 

"Consultation was the key to the 
process of obtaining agreement on 
standards and on the rules of the game 
necessary to develop this market. The 
European Digital Video Broadcasting 
Group did a good job by bringing 
together broadcasters, manufacturers 
and other players. 

I am delighted tha t the European 
Parliament and the Council agree that 
this is the proper approach. The effect 
of the directive will be to ensure that 
consumer investments are protected 
through standardisation and related 
measures and that the market is free 
to evolve so that all sorts of exciting 
new series can be offered throughout 
the Union." 

I&T3 



Healthcare and the information society: new G7 project feasibility studies 
World-wide telecommunication 
networks are now facil i tat ing the 
global pooling of hea l thcare 
information, medical knowledge, and 
access to best medical practice, 
independent of location. 

In future this will bring better health 
and significant benefits to citizens, 
and help public health authorities to 
improve the effectiveness of the health 
system or to respond faster and more 
effectively to large-scale outbreaks of 
disease. 

On this basis , the G7 minis ter ia l 
meeting of February 1995 launched the 
G7 Global Healthcare Applications 
Project with the aim to show the 
potential of multimedia telematics (ie 
combined information and 
telecommunications technologies) for 
monitoring of public heal th and 
infectious diseases, for delivering 
emergency telemedicine, and for 
fighting against major health scourges 
like cancer and cardiovascular diseases 
- significant causes of death, disability 
and increasing hea l th costs in 
industrialized countries. 

The project also aims to promote joint 
approaches to issues such as privacy, 
security of data, health nomenclature, 
and the use of medical data cards. 

In order to support the European 
component of th is G7 Global 
Healthcare Applications Project, the 
European Commission decided to 
launch a series of feasibility studies. 

The topics of these feasibility studies 
and the financial contribution of the 
European Union are listed below. 

European Union funding (kECU) 

Public Health Networks 200 
Cancer Networks 400 
Cardiovascular Networks 100 
Cardiovascular Databases 300 
Emergency Telemedicine 200 
Data Cards 300 

They will identify technical, social and 
economic issues and provide answers 
to enable a smooth implementation of 
interoperable telematics services for 
healthcare across Europe. 

Additionally the studies will promote 
European collaboration in the medical 
field. They are being undertaken by 
consortia of univers i t ies , medical 
centres of excellence, the healthcare 
industry, user representatives, and 
public heal th author i t ies in the 
European Union. Overall they will 
improve quality control in the medical 
field. The studies will start to deliver 
their results in 1996. 

The third global meeting of the G7 
Global Healthcare Applications Project 
will take place in Ottawa, Canada, on 
20 November 1995. 

Contact point: 

Michel Richonnier, 
European Commission DGXIII/C 
200 rue de la Loi (BU-29 4/61) 
Brussels B-1049 
Belgium 

fax +32-2-296.83.62 
e-mail: mri@dgl3.cec.be 

INTERNAL MARKET 

Interchange of Data between Administrations (IDA) programme adopted 
In early November the IDA programme 
was adopted by the Industry Council. 
This three-year programme, which was 
identified as a key priority in the 
Bangemann Report on the Global 
Information Society, aims to boost the 
efficiency of the internal market by 
enabling administrations to exchange 
essential information via interoperable 
telematics networks. 

Commissioner Mart in Bangemann 
commented: 

"In order to realise the internal market 
fully, with its requirement for the free 

movement of goods, capital, services 
and citizens throughout the Member 
States, it is vital that national and 
European-level administrations are 
able to t ransfer the support ing 
information. The adoption of the IDA 
programme represents a significant 
advance towards the information 
society." 

The IDA programme is intended to 
coordinate the development and 
implementat ion of telematics 
applications and services that allow 
governments and author i t ies to 
transfer information on such areas as 

heal thcare , social security, and 
employment services as well as on 
public procurement, trademarks, and 
customs. 

It will also examine many of the 
remaining legal and technical 
s tumbling blocks such as data 
protection, authentification of users, 
and the legal status of electronically 
transmitted information. 
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Council adopts Directive on protection of personal data 
The Directive on the protection of 
personal da ta has been formally 
adopted by the Council of Ministers. It 
will ensure a high level of protection 
for the privacy of individuals in all 
Member States. 

The Directive will help to ensure the 
free flow of Information Society 
services in the Single Market by 
fostering consumer confidence and 
minimising differences between 
Member States' rules. 

The Directive will establish a clear and 
stable regulatory framework necessary 
to guarantee free movement of 
personal data, while leaving individual 
EU countries room for manoeuvre in 
the way the Directive is implemented. 

Free movement of data is particularly 
important for all services with a large 
customer base and depending on 
processing personal data , such as 
distance selling and financial services. 
In practice, banks and insurance 
companies process large quantities of 
personal data inter alia on such highly 
sensitive issues as credit ratings and 
credit-worthiness. If each Member 
State had its own set of rules on data 
protection, for example on how data 
subjects could verify the information 
superhighways, cross-border provision 
of services over the information 
superhighways would be virtually 
impossible, and this extremely 
valuable new market opportunity 
would be lost. 

The Directive aims to narrow 
divergences between national data 
protection laws to the extent necessary 
to remove obstacles to the free 
movement of personal data within the 
EU. As a result, any person whose 
data are processed in the Community 
will be afforded an equivalent level of 
protection of his rights, in particular 
his right to privacy, irrespective of the 
Member State where the processing is 
carried out. 

To prevent abuses of personal data and 
ensure that data subjects are informed 
of the existence of processing 
operations, the Directive lays down 
common rules, to be observed by those 
who collect, hold or transmit personal 
data as par t of their economic or 
administrat ive activities or in the 
course of the activit ies of their 
association. In particular, there is an 
obligation to collect data only for 
specified, explicit and legit imate 

purposes, and to be held only if it is 
relevant, accurate and up-to-date. 

The Directive also establishes the 
principle of fairness, so that collection 
of data should be as transparent as 
possible, giving individuals the option 
of whether they provide the 
information or not. Moreover, 
individuals will be enti t led to be 
informed at least about the identity of 
the organisation intending to process 
data about them and the main 
purposes of such processing. That 
said, the Directive applies different 
rules according to whether information 
can be easily provided in the normal 
course of business activities or whether 
the data has been collected by third 
parties. In the latter case, there is an 
exemption where the obligation to 
provide information is impossible or 
involves disproportionate effort. 

The Directive requires all data 
processing to have a proper legal basis. 
The six legal grounds defined in the 
Directive are consent, contract, legal 
obligation, vital interest of the data 
subject or the balance between the 
legit imate in teres ts of the people 
controlling the data subject or the 
balance between the legit imate 
interests of the people controlling the 
data and the people on whom data is 
held (i.e. data subjects). This balance 
gives Member States room for 
manoeuvre in their implementation 
and application of the Directive. 

Under the Directive, data subjects are 
granted a number of important rights 
including the right of access to that 
data, the right to know where the data 
originated ( if such information is 
available), the right to have inaccurate 
data rectified, a right of recourse in the 
event of unlawful processing and the 
right to withhold permission to use 
their data in certain circumstances (for 
example, individuals will have the 
right to opt-out free of charge from 
being sent direct marketing material, 
without providing any specific reason). 

In the case of sensitive data, such as 
an individual's ethnic or racial origin, 
political or religious beliefs, t rade 
union membership or data concerning 
health or sexual life, the Directive 
establishes t ha t it can only be 
processed with the explicit consent of 
the individual, except in specific cases 
such as where there is an important 
public interest (e.g. for medical or 
scientific research), where alternative 

safeguards have to be established. 
As the flexibility of the Directive 
means that some differences between 
national data protection regimes may 
persist, the Directive lays down the 
principle that the law of the Member 
State where a data processor is 
established applies in cases where data 
is transferred between Member States. 

The Directive also establ ishes 
a r rangements for monitoring by 
independent da ta supervisory 
authorities, where necessary acting in 
tandem with each other. 

In the specific case of personal data 
used exclusively for journal is t ic , 
ar t is t ic or l i te rary purposes, the 
Directive requires Member States to 
ensure appropriate exemptions and 
derogations exist which s tr ike a 
balance between guaranteeing freedom 
of expression while protecting the 
individual's right to privacy. 

For cases where data is transferred to 
non-EU countr ies , the Directive 
includes provisions to prevent the EU 
rules from being circumvented. The 
basic rule is that the non-EU country 
receiving the data should ensure an 
adequate level of protection, although a 
practical system of exemptions and 
special conditions also applies. The 
advantage for non-EU countries who 
can provide adequate protection is that 
the free flow of data from all 15 EU 
s ta tes will henceforth be assured, 
whereas up to now each s ta te had 
decided on such questions separately. 

For their part, the Council and the 
Commission have made it clear that 
they consider that the European Union 
ins t i tu t ions and bodies should be 
subject to the same protection 
principles as those laid down by the 
Directive. The Member States must 
transpose the Directive within three 
years. 
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Copyright and related rights in the information society 
On 19 July 1995, the European 
Commission adopted a Green Paper on 
copyright and related rights (rights of 
performers, phonogram producers and 
broadcasters) in the information 
society. 

This Green Paper examines a range of 
issues arising from the impact of new 
technologies and the information 
society, notably the effect of measures 
in this area on the free movement of 
information society services. 

After public consultat ion, the 
Commission will assess the need for 
EU-level measures, and the form these 
should take. The Green Paper is the 
first in a series of discussion 
documents concerning the information 
society the Commission will be issuing 
in the next few months. 

Mario Monti, Commissioner in charge 
of the Internal Market, declared: 

"This Green Paper will contribute to a 
wide debate with all interested parties 
on the definition of a clear, stable and 
coherent regulatory framework for the 
development of the information society. 

Without a critical mass of services to 
use these networks, the significant 
infrastructure investment required for 
these information highways will not be 
forthcoming. But many of the new 
services and products will be viable 
only if an adequate level of protection 
is granted throughout the European 
Union. 

The nature of future communications 
networks is such tha t these new 
services will not and should not be 
stopped at national frontiers. 

"The question to be addressed is 
whether our existing Single Market 
rules are in themselves sufficient to 
protect the new information services. 
The same issues will have to be 
addressed at the international level," 
Mr. Monti added, "because we need a 
framework for cooperation to ensure 
the global development of the 
information society". 

The EU has consistently favoured a 
high level of protection of intellectual 
property r ightholders in order to 
promote creative work and innovation. 
The Commission is therefore keen that 
rightholders should benefit fully from 

new technologies and so be encouraged 
to take advantage of the new 
opportuni t ies presented by the 
information society. In addit ion, 
rightholders need effective instruments 
to fight piracy in the digital 
environment. 

Moreover, the success of the 
information society in the EU depends 
on substantial investment rather than 
technological innovation - to a large 
extent the technology already exists. 
The investment required to establish 
the infrastructure for the information 
society depends on investors being 
convinced that a 'critical mass' exists of 
new services to be carried over the 
infrastructure. 

Investment in these new interactive 
services, such as distance learning, 
remote healthcare, audio and video-on-
demand and tele-shopping, itself 
depends on investors being satisfied 
that a suitable legislative framework 
exists. 

In the case of the EU, such a 
framework must not only guarantee 
investors an adequate level of 
protection for their investment, but 
also reassure investors that there will 
be a Single Market within the free 
movement of information society 
services is ensured (i.e. without 
substantial differences in the rules and 
regulat ions applicable from one 
Member State to another). 

The Directives on protection of 
personal data and on the legal 
protection of databases, (on which the 
Council of Ministers has agreed 
common positions, see separate articles 
below), are both important measures in 
the EU's legislative framework for the 
information society. 

As regards intellectual property, the 
database protection directive already 
constitutes a major step forward for 
holders of copyright and related rights 
whose works and related matters will 
circulate on the information 
superhighway, as many of the new 
services will be offered from databases. 

However, there is a wide range of other 
issues ar is ing from copyright and 
related rights in the context of the 
information society which are not 
covered by the database protection 
directive or the other directives on 

copyright and related rights. It is 
these other topics which are discussed 
in the new Green Paper. 

Key issues are: 

• digit isat ion of work and prior 
authorisation of rightholders; 

• the borderl ine between 
"communication to the public" and 
"individual communication"; 

• electronic delivery and its effects on 
rental rights; 

• broadcasting rights for particular 
rightholders; 

• exclusive copyright protection in 
trans-border network services; 

• management of r ights for 
mult imedia products and new 
services; 

• identification and protection of 
digitised works; 

• moral rights of rightholders; 

The Commission is aware that these 
issues are also under discussion in 
individual Member States and third 
countries (such as the US). 

A wide-ranging consultation process 
with interested parties will now take 
place on the basis of the Green Paper. 
In the light of these consultations, the 
Commission will make appropriate 
proposals for legislation and/or other 
measures during the course of 1996. 

Apart from the Green Paper on 
copyright and related rights in the 
information society, the Commission is 
also due to issue shortly two other 
Green Papers concerning the 
legislative framework for the 
information society, one on audiovisual 
encryption and the other on 
commercial communications. 
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Postal services: Commission adopts legislative proposals 
Postal services constitute an important 
element for the completion of the single 
market and for the development of the 
European economy. That is why the 
Council and the European Parliament 
asked the Commission to prepare a 
regulatory framework for the postal 
sector. 

The proposed measures will guarantee, 
for the first time at Community level, 
the provision of universal service, 
while at the same time progressively 
opening up the postal market to more 
competition. Harmonisation in the 
postal sector will have to go together 
with gradual liberalisation. 

In July the European Commission 
adopted a package of measures for the 
postal sector, proposed by Mart in 
Bangemann, Commissioner in charge 
of Telecommununications and Postal 
Services, and Karel van Miert, 
Commissioner for Competition Policy. 

The package consists of a "Proposal for 
a European Parliament and Council 
directive establishing common rules for 
the development of Community postal 
services and the improvement of 
quality of service" and a draft "Notice 
on the application of the competition 
rules to the postal sector". 

The proposed Directive based on Art. 
100A of the EC treaty provides for a 
mandatory level of universal service to 
be provided throughout the 
Community to all citizens, wherever 
they are located, at affordable prices 
and for a high degree of quality of 
service. These provisions are very 
important for remote areas and for 
peripheral regions of the Community. 
Current ly, universal service 
obligations and quality of service are 
not always explicitly defined in 
national legislation or administrative 
rules, so that it is sometimes difficult 
to enforce them. 

Member States will have to ensure 
affordability and cost-orientation for 
tariffs for universal service. However, 
Member States may decide tha t a 
uniform tariff be applied on their 
territory. 

As regards quality of service, Member 
Sta tes will be responsible for the 
establishment of quality standards for 
domestic postal services. Assisted by 
an Advisory Committee composed of 
Representatives of the 15 Member 
States, the Commission will set out the 
quali ty requirements for in t ra-

Community cross-border services. 
Performance monitoring shall be 
carried out independently by external 
bodies and published at regular 
intervals. 

As regards the European Commiittee 
for Standardisation will be entrusted 
with the rules for the harmonisation of 
technical standards, on the basis of 
Commission mandates. 

Finally, in conformity with the 
principle of separating regulatory and 
operational functions, the proposed 
Directive requires the establishment of 
nat ional regulatory author i t ies 
independent of the postal operators in 
all Member States. 

Operators providing universal service 
will have to establish separate 
accounts for services open to 
competition on the one hand, and non 
reserved services on the other hand in 
order to avoid undue cross-subsidies. 

In order to ensure the financial 
viability of universal service, the 
proposed Directive defines harmonised 
criteria for the services that may be 
reserved for universal service 
providers. In order to define the scope 
of the reserved services for domestic 
mail there are two criteria: 

• A weight limit which is applicable 
for domestic mail tha t does not 
weigh more than 350 gr 

• A price limit that is calculated as 
five times the tariff for a standard 
domestic letter in each Member 
State (normally a letter up to 20 
gr). 

Consequently, all domestic mail that is 
above the outlined thresholds will be 
liberalised. 

Outgoing cross-border mail which is 
already de facto liberalised in most 
Member States will be excluded from 
the reservable services. 

Direct mail and incoming cross-border 
mail continue to be reserved until 31 
December 2000 if this is necessary for 
the financial viability of the universal 
provider. The Commission will, 
however, decide at the latest on 30 
June 1998 if it is necessary to keep 
direct mail and incoming cross-border 
mail in the reserved area even after 31 
December 2000, taking into 
consideration the development that 
has occurred in the postal sector in the 
meantime. 

During the first half of the year 2000 
at the latest, a major review will take 
place on the whole scope of the 
reserved area. 

For this stage of the liberalisation the 
Directive foresees a safety-net which 
will ensure financing for universal 
services: Member States may introduce 
objective licensing procedures. The 
grant ing of licences could be 
supplemented by obligations to offer 
universal service and the resuirement 
not to interfere improperly in reserved 
services. If an inequitable financial 
burden is imposed on a universal 
service provider, Member States may 
require other providers to make 
obligatory financial contributions to a 
specific fund established for this 
purpose. 

As recognized by the Court of Justice of 
the European Communit ies , the 
competition rules fully apply to the 
postal sector. 

The draft Notice, which complements 
the harmonization measures proposed 
by the Commission sets out the guiding 
principles according to which the 
Commission intends to apply the 
competition rules of the Treaty to the 
postal sector, in order to further the 
gradual, controlled liberalization of the 
postal market. 

It sets out the approach it intends to 
take when addressing the 
compatibili ty of Sta te measures 
restr ict ing the freedom to provide 
service and/or to compete in the postal 
markets with the competition rules of 
the Treaty. In addition, it addresses 
the issue of non-discriminatory access 
to the postal network and the 
regulatory safeguards required to 
ensure fair competition in the sector. 

The draft Notice will be published in 
the Official Journa l for a public 
consultation within two months after 
its publication. Subsequent to the 
public consultation, the Commission 
intends to adopt the Notice in order to 
provide the actors in the sector with 
the necessary clarity about the 
application of the competition rules. 
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Commission confirms measures ensuring full 

competition in télécoms by 1998 

On 19 July 1995, the Commission 
agreed two fundamental measures that 
together will shape the 
telecommunications market in Europe 
over the coming years. 

1. Liberalising all télécoms services 
and infrastructure by 1998 

2. Ensuring universal service and 
interoperabili ty: Proposal for a 
Directive on Interconnection in 
Telecommunications 

The first, a draft Directive (under 
Article 90 of the Treaty) implements 
the political agreement among Member 
Sta tes to l iberalise all 
telecommunications services (i.e. 
including public voice telephony) and 
télécoms infrastructure by 1 January 
1998, with t rans i t ion periods for 
certain Member States. The principles 
not only safeguard the introduction of 
competition into these areas, but also 
allow for the required measures for 
safeguarding universal service in the 
Member S ta tes . It also calls on 
Member States to take the necessary 
steps before 1998 in order to ensure 
that markets are fully open by the 
agreed deadline. In par t icu lar it 
specifies that restrictions on use of 
alternative infrastructure should be 
lifted by 1996 (except for public voice 
telephony unt i l 1998) and tha t 
licensing conditions and 

interconnection rules should be set 
down by 1997. Following the 
procedure chosen for the Article 90 
cable and mobile drafts, this draft 
Directive is published for public 
consultation before full adoption by the 
Commission by the end of this year. 

The second, a proposal for a Directive 
(based on Article 100A), sets out a 
harmonised framework for 
interconnection in telecommunications 
in the context of ONP, with the aim of 
ensur ing universal service as 
interoperability of telecommunications 
services throughout the Union. It will 
enable new en t ran ts to liberalised 
telecommunications marke ts to 
interconnect their facilities with those 
of the existing network operators. 

The features which will be ensured by 
the proposed regulatory framework for 
interconnection are: 

• application of the principles of 
transparency, objectivity, and non­
discrimination to guarantee a fair 
deal in interconnection agreements 
in particular between new entrants 
and the powerful incombent 
telecommunications operators; 

• priori ty given to commercial 
negotiat ions between 
interconnection par t ies while 
reserving some conditions to be 
sent a priori by nat ional 
telecommunications regulatory 
authorities; 

• clear responsibilities for national 
regulatory author i t ies , in 
accordance with the principle of 
subsidiarity, including effective 
mechanisms for dispute resolution 
at the national and European level: 

Issues addressed in the Directive 
include: 

• Interconnection and universal 

service contribution 
• Requirements for non­

discrimination and transparency 
• Principles for interconnection 

charges and cost accounting 
systems 

• Accounting separat ion and 
financial accounts 

• General responsibil i t ies of the 
national regulatory authorities 

• Essential requirements (security of 
network operations, maintenance of 
network 
integr i ty , interoperabi l i ty of 
services, protection of data) 

• Numbering (provision of numbers 
and numbering ranges for all public 
telecommunications services) 

• Technical standards 
• Publication of and access to 

information 
This proposal will be subject to 
approval by the European Parliament 
and the Council, and should be 
implemented before 1998. 

The two measures continue the 
balanced EU approach whereby 
liberalisation and harmonisation in the 
telecommunications sector are 
progressing hand­in­hand. They 
represent the core of a package of 
regulatory changes tha t the 
Commission is preparing for the post­
1988 environment and are the results 
of extensive consultation with the 
sector over the past months. Other 
measures already announced in the 
Commission's communication on the 
Inf ras t ruc ture Green Paper 
Consultat ions are expected to be 
published by the end of 1995. 

Satellite Personal Communications: Commission proposes action 

On 8 November the Commission 
approved a communication proposed by 
Commissioner Martin Bangemann for 
action at EU level on satellite and 
personal communications. Within a 
period of three years the following 
objectives should be ensured: 

the selection of satellite PCS space 
segment operators, the adoption of 

common and harmonised conditions for 
authorisations, and the establishment 
of dialogue and negotiations with third 
countries to facilitate international 
cooperation and remove hindrances to 
development. 

This represents a significant 
opportunity for the EU mobile and 
space industry, with actual contracts 

valued at approx 500 MECU, and 
potential ones at tens of billions of ecu. 

A call for expressions of interest will be 
published in the Official Journal in the 
autumn of 1996. 
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Commission adopts Green Paper on Utility Models 

A Green Paper on Utility Models was 
adopted by the European Commission, on 
the initiative of Internal Market 
Commissioner Mario Monti, on July 19, 
1995. Utility model protection, a legal 
concept in the field of industrial property at 
a lower level than patents, is often used as a 
relatively quick and cheap means to protect 
technical inventions which are not 
particularly innovative (such as 
mechanisms or tools). The aim of the Green 
Paper is to invite contributions from 
Member States, the European Parliament 
and interested third parties on whether a 
Community initiative on utility models 
would be appropriate and if so, the form 
such an initiative should take (a number of 
options are outlined). 

Legal protection of industrial property has 
an important role to play in encouraging 
innovation, and so in improving the 
competitiveness of EU industry. However, 
possible differences between Member States 
industrial property regimes should not 
distort competition or give rise to trade 
barriers within the single market. 

With this in mind, the Community has for 
example already harmonised national rules 
and introduced EC level rules concerning 
trade marks (Directive 89/104 and 
Regulation 94/40), introduced 
supplementary protection for medicinal 
products (Regulation 1768/92), and, 
concerning industrial design protection, has 
proposed both a Directive to approximate 
national rules (COM(93)344) and a 
Regulation to introduce Community wide 
protection (COM(93)342). 

What are utility models? 

The Commission is now turning its 
attention to utility models. A utility model 
is a registered right which confers exclusive 
protection for a technical invention. It 
resembles a patent in that the invention 
must be new (it must possess "novelty") and 
must display a measure of inventive 
achievement (it must involve an "inventive 
step"), though frequently the level of 
inventiveness required is not as great as it is 
for patents. 

Unlike patents, utility models are granted 
without a prior search to establish novelty 
and inventive step. This means that utility 
model protection can be obtained more 
rapidly and cheaply than patent protection, 
but that protection conferred is less secure. 
Utility model protection is often used as for 
smaller inventions and those with shorter 
life cycles. 

Utility model protection is well established 
in Belgium (brevet de courte durée), France 

(certificat d'utilité), Germany 
(Gebrauchsmuster), Italy (brevetto per 
modelli di utilità), the Netherlands (zesjarig 
octrooi), Portugal (modelo de utilade), Spain 
(modelo de utilidad) and Greece. In the last 
four years, five more Member States have 
introduced a system of this kind (Ireland, 
Denmark, Greece, Finland and Austria), 
and the remaining Member States (United 
Kingdom, Luxembourg and Sweden) are 
considering the introduction of this type of 
protection. 

In all Member States where utility model 
protection exists, its validity is limited to the 
territory of that Member State. The holder 
of such a right not only has to file a separate 
application in each Member State where he 
wants protection, but also is entitled to 
prevent third parties from importing goods 
protected by his right and which have been 
produced and marketed without his 
consent. 

Why may Community action be 
necessary? 

Comparitive legal and economic studies on 
the legal protection of utility models were 
prepared for the Commission before it 
drafted the Green Paper. These studies 
covered not only the extent to which such 
forms of protection are used but also 
possible adverse effects on the free 
movement of goods and fair competition of 
the existing diversity of national rules. 

An economic study, which covers 4000 
companies and 1000 patent lawyers in 5 
countries, shows that utility models are very 
frequently used by EU industry, in 
particular by small and medium sized 
enterprises with less than 500 employees. 

However, EU enterprises (and in particular 
small and medium sized companies) 
reported problems in protecting utility 
models as a result of different legal 
provisions in different Member States (such 
as the degree of novelty required, whether 
or not the invention has to take a three-
dimensional form or in some Member 
States, the absence of such protection). In 
particular, applying for protection of a utility 
model in another Member State is often 
difficult. 

The economic study concluded that 
differences between Member States' utility 
model regimes restricted cross-frontier 
trade, in contradiction with the single 
market, and discouraged innovation. These 
results prompted the Commission to put 
forward the Green Paper on utility model 
protection. 

The Green Paper, which includes a 

summary of the studies undertaken for the 
Commission, concludes that there is a need 
for action by the European Union in respect 
of utility models, with the objective of 
ensuring rapid, simple and inexpensive 
protection for technical inventions that are 
short-lived and/or involve only a small 
inventive step, with rapid publication of 
rights granted. 

Options 

The Green Paper sets out a number of 
options for Community-level arrangements, 
including: 

a) a Directive to harmonise national 
protection systems (and introduce it in 
those Member States where it does not 
exist) 

b) not only harmonise national systems 
but also ensure pan-EU protection with 
a single application by means of mutual 
recognition of the protection granted by 
Member States 

c) a Regulation establishing a new 
Community protection right obtained 
with a single application but valid 
directly in all Member States. 

A Directive and a Regulation could be both 
proposed, so as to ensure both 
harmonisation of national systems and a 
pan-EU system (the approach followed with 
trade marks and industrial design 
protection). The Green Paper also asks a 
number of questions related to the 
substantive rules to be incorporated in 
whatever legislative instrument the 
Commission opts for. Other options put 
forward during the consultation process 
would also be considered by the 
Commission. 

Interested parties have been invited to 
submit their responses to the Green Paper, 
which includes a number of specific 
questions concerning the perceived need for 
Community action and the various options, 
before the end of 1995. The consultation 
process will then continue with hearings to 
be organised by the Commission in early 
1996. On the basis of these consultations, 
the Commission will consider the most 
appropriate course of action. 
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PROGRAMMES IN ACTION 

ACTS, Esprit and Telematics Applications programmes: EU funding helps 
speed the transition to the information society 

Telematics Applications 
Programme 

European Commission 
DGXIII-C/E 
Avenue de Beaulieu 29 (4/37) 
B-1160 Brussels 

Tel: +32 2 295.45.60 
Fax: +32 2 295.23.54 
e-mail: telematics@dgl3.cec.be 

ACTS Programme 
Information Desk 

ACTS Central office 
European Commission, DG XIII-B 
200 rue de la Loi (BU 9 4/82) 
B-1049 Brussels 

Tel: +32 2 296.34.15 
Fax: +32 2 295.06.54 
e-mail via internet: 
aco@postman.dgl3.cec.be 
Web: http://www.terena.nl 
e-mail via CompuServe: 100302,2607 

Informat ion T e c h n o l o g i e s 
(Esprit) Programme 

Information Desk 
European Commission, DG III-F 
200 rue de la Loi 
B-1049 Brussels 

Tel: +32 2 296.85.96 
Fax: +32 2 296.83.88 
e-mail: infodesk@dgl3.cec.be 
Web: http://www.ecrc.de 

The Commission selected 588 actions 
and projects for funding under the 
ACTS (Advanced Communications 
Technologies and Services), Esprit and 
Telematics Applications programmes. 

The programmes are part of the fourth 
RTD-Framework Programme (1994-
1998). 

The first call for the ACTS, Esprit and 
Telematics Applications programmes, 
announced on 15 September and 15 
December 1994, at tracted between 
them 2332 proposals and a total 
request for EU funding of 7.8 billion 
ECU. 

The external evaluation process 
involved nearly 1000 evaluators in 
total . Their short l is t of the most 
highly rated proposals formed the basis 
for the Commission's services 
consultation with the three programme 
committees earlier this year. 

These committees are composed of 
representatives from each EU member 

state and associated country. The 
substantial overlap of membership 
between the three committees is of 
great benefit in developing a 
coordinated approach and avoiding 
duplication of effort. 

The final list that emerged from these 
discussions was endorsed by the 
Commission in July 1995. Subject to 
the outcome of contract negotiations, 
the first projects will start in the near 
future. 

The projects and other actions selected 
cover the development of advanced 

communications systems and 
infrastructures, and trials of the new 
services these make possible (ACTS); 
work on the core underpinning 
information technologies (software, 
microelectronics, multimedia) and 
their integration into systems and 
applications (Esprit); and applications 
of information and communications 
technologies in specific areas such as 
education and training, healthcare, the 
environment and transport (Telematics 
Applications). 

The breakdown between the three 
programmes is as follows: 

n , Funding Proposals . j . j requested received (mÌ^ ionECU) 

Telematics 

Esprit 

ACTS 

1375 

626 

331 

4373 MECU 

1593 MECU 

1930 MECU 

Proposals 
selected 

290 

179 

119 

Funding re­
commended 
(million ECU) 

424 MECU 

307 MECU 

459 MECU 
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ACTS 1994-1998: second Call for Proposals for RTD actions for the 
specific programme for research and technological development, 
including demonstration, in the field of advanced communications 
technologies and services (1994-1998) 
The following text giving details of a 
new call for proposals was published in 
the Official Journal on 10 July 1995. 
The deadline for receipt of proposals is 
1 March 1996 so applications can still 
be made. The text is printed in full 
below. 

Please note tha t in section 5 
concerning small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) one deadline has 
already passed, but further 
information on this point can still be 
obtained from the contact point. 

1. Pursuant to the Decision by 
the European Par l iament and the 
Council adopting the fourth framework 
programme of European Community 
activities in the field of research and 
technological development and 
demonstration (1994 to 1998) and to 
the Council Decision establishing the 
specific programme for research and 
technological development, including 
demonstration, in the field of Advanced 
Communications Technologies and 
Services (ACTS) , the Commission of 
the European Communities is inviting 
proposals for RTD actions. 

In conformity with Article 5(1) 
of the Council Decision establishing 
the said specific programme, a work 
programme has been drawn up by the 
Commission, detailing the scientific 
and technological objectives and types 
of RTD activities to be undertaken, and 
the financial arrangements to be made 
for them. 

2. The objectives and the 
research, technological development 
and demonstration activities included 
in this present call for proposals cover 
the areas described in the work 
programme. 

The legal ent i t ies referred to in 
Articles 1, 2 and 3 of the Council 
Decision on the rules for participation 
in the specific programmes as well as 
the JRC are invited to submit 
proposals. 

Under this call proposals are invited 
within the objectives and scope of the 
ACTS Programme and relating, in 
particular, to the Projects taken up 
under the first call. 

Proposals should address the 

• Enhancement of involvement in the 
ACTS Programme 

- Enlargement of participation (in 
particular providing opportunities for 
SMEs to join existing ACTS Projects); 

- Horizontal Links bridging field 
t r ia ls supported in different 
programmes on national, EU and 
international level; 

- Vertical Links bridging gaps 
between advanced communications 
t r ia ls in ACTS and user 
communities; 
Concerted Actions providing 
specific fora for consensus 
formation and the consolidation of 
the development of guidelines for 
the introduction of advanced 
services; 

- Secondment of young engineers as 
"visiting scientists" with ACTS 
projects and National Host 
Organisations outside their country 
of origin. 

• Consolidation of technological work 
- Cellular Television and interactive 

Multimedia environment; 
- Harmonized Control and 

Management in Photonic Networks; 
- Optimization of integrated and 

scaleable High Speed Networks; 
- Satel l i te components for 3rd 

Generation Mobile and Broadband 
Wireless Systems; 

- Service creation process and 
experimental service development. 

Deadlines 

3. Proposals must be delivered to 
the Commission before March 1st, 
1996 at 17.00 local time by mail, by 
courier, by hand or in appropriate 
electronic form to the address indicated 
in point 6. 

4. Research and technological 
development activit ies will be 
addressed, in general, in shared costs 
RTD actions, in conformity with the 
modalities for implementation set out 
in Annex III of the Council Decision on 
the specific programme. Moreover, 
certain measures will be taken as 
measures appropriate for the specific 
programme or preparatory, 
accompanying and support measures 
or concerted actions as set out in the 
Council Decision and in the work 
programme. 

The proposals will be subject to a 
selection procedure based on the 
criteria set out in Annex II of the 
fourth framework programme and in 
Article 4(3) of the Council Decision on 
the rules for part icipat ion in the 
specific programmes. 

The RTD actions will be the subject of 
contracts within the scope of the 
Council Decision on the rules for 

part icipat ion in the specific 
programmes, and their results will be 
disseminated in line with the 
principles set out in the Council 
Decision concerning rules for the 
dissemination of research results from 
the specific programmes of research, 
technological development and 
demonstrat ion of the European 
Community. 

5. Spec ia l p r o v i s i o n s for 
organisat ions from Central and 
Eastern Europe and SMEs 

Organisat ions from Central and 
Eas te rn Europe are eligible to be 
funded up to 50% of the costs of 
participation in ACTS RTD projects 
under the second activity of the 4th 
Framework Programme (Promotion of 
international cooperation in the field of 
Community research with third 
countries). 

To assist SMEs in exploring the 
opportunities offered by joining ACTS 
projects, small grants covering not 
more than 75% of the costs incurred in 
the search for partners can be awarded 
on the basis of Outline Proposals 
submitted in the context of this second 
call by October 15th, 1995 and selected 
following an evaluation. 

6. Detailed information concerning the 
procedure to follow for the submission 
of proposals (Information Package) and 
the contract that will be established in 
respect of selected proposals will be 
available on request from the 
Commission's services. The description 
of work under taken in previous 
programmes and related activities will 
also be provided upon request. 

All correspondence concerning this 
second call, as well as proposals for RTD 
activities, should be addressed to : 

European Commission, 
DGXIII-B/ACTS, 
BU9 room 4/82 
Rue de la Loi, 200 
Β-1049 Brussels, Belgium 
tel. : +32 2 296 34 15 
facsimile : +32 2 295 06 54 
Email via Internet: 
aco@postman.dgl3.cec.be 

Email via CompuServe: 
100302,2607 

The use of electronic mail is strongly 
recommended. 
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sl\ TELEMATICS IN TRANSPORT: INTEGRATION ACROSS THE BOARD 

In June 1995, the Council of Ministers 
approved a Resolution on the 
deployment of telematics in the road 
transport sector, and the European 
Parliament also approved a resolution 
on the deployment of telematics in all 
t ransport sectors, both taking into 
account the Commission 
Communication COM(94)-469 of 
November 4,1994. 

These resolutions promote the 
development of telematics applications 
to support traffic management and 
new value-added transport services, eg 
advanced vessel traffic management 
and information systems, systems for 
air and rail traffic management, for 
road, urban and multimodal traffic 
management, together with travel and 
traffic informatics services, ra te 
guidance, advanced vehicle systems, 

freightyfleet operation systems, etc. 

Many different par t ies at various 
administrative levels (Community, 
nat ional , regional, local) will be 
involved in the results of this action. 
By means of a "High Level Working 
Party", the Commission will convene 
representa t ives of the nat ional 
administrations responsible for the 
deployment of telematics and will link 
in the group representatives of users, 
information and communications 
providers, industry, and t ransport 
operators in public/private 
partnerships, as was also proposed by 
the Bangemann Group. 

The Telematics infrastructure and the 
services in these fields of transport will 
be developed in order to offer the 
people and businesses of Europe 

increased efficiency, improved safety 
and a less polluted t ranspor t 
environment . The opening of the 
t ranspor t market for telematics 
services and products will considerably 
encourage the promotion of new 
public/private par tnersh ips for 
implementing telematics applications 
in the sectors concerned, thereby 
creating new businesses and new jobs. 

To contr ibute to th is success, the 
Telematics Applications RTD 
programme within the 4th Framework 
Programme will support the 
development of the Transpor t 
Telematics Infrastructure through 
demonstrat ion projects, and will 
promote priority telematic services in 
the transport sector. 

Telematics Applications Programme 
results of 1st and 2nd Calls for Proposals; publication of 3rd call and a 
rolling call for support actions 
The first call for proposals in the 
framework of the RDT specific 
programme in the field of Telematics 
applications of common interest ( 1994-
1998) was issued on 15 December 
1994 and closed on 15 March 1995. 
This call addressed many sectors of the 
programme: adminis t ra t ions , 
transport , research, education and 
t ra in ing , urban and rura l areas , 
healthcare, environment, language 
engineering, programme support 
actions and specific measures for 
SMEs. 

It proved a real success both in terms 
of participation, Community funding 
and proposal quality. 1,375 proposals 
were received by the Commission; the 
Community funding request totalled 
4,373 Mecu; and after evaluation 335 
proposals - of which 31 on a reserve list 
- were shortlisted. 

The Commission adopted its decision 
on 26 July 1995 concerning the 
evaluation of these 335 proposals for 
RTD actions eligible for Community 
contribution for a total amount of 
423.905.000 ECU. The 304 (31*) 
shortlisted proposals are shared out 
amongst the different sectors as 
follows: 

19 (7*) proposals in the Telematics 
for Administrations sector 

- 75 (6*) proposals in the Telematics 
for Transport sector 
14 (6*) proposals in the Telematics 
for Research sector 

- 23 (9*) proposals in the Telematics 
for Education and Training sector 

- 32 proposals in the Telematics for 
Urban and Rural Areas sector 
70 proposals in the Telematics for 
Healthcare sector 
17 (3*) proposals in the Telematics 
for Environment sector 

- 25 proposals in the Language 
Engineering sector 

- 29 proposals concerning 
Programme Support Actions. 

Amongst these proposals, 24 projects 
address specific SMEs issues. 

(*) on a reserve list 

Second Call for Proposals: results 

The second call for proposals for the 
Telematics Applications Programme 
was issued on 15 March 1995 and 
closed on 15 June 1995. It addressed 
the following sectors (or part of them): 
telematics for libraries, telematics 
engineering, language engineering, 
information engineering and 

programme support actions. 

The Commission received 330 
proposals which were evaluated in 
June/July 1995. 
The Commission adopted its decision 
in October 1995 on the evaluation of 91 
proposals (of which 24 are on a reserve 
list) eligible for Community 
contribution for a total amount of 
54.552.000 ECU. 
The 91 (24*) shortlisted proposals are 
shared out amongst the different 
sectors as follows: 
- 25 (12*) proposals in Telematics for 

Libraries 
- 11 (3*) proposals in Telematics 

Engineering 
- 4 (2*) proposals in Language 

Engineering 
23 (6*) proposals in Information 
Engineering 

- 4 (1*) proposals concerning 
programme support actions. 

(*) on a reserve list 

Third Call for Proposals 

Fur thermore , the third call for 
proposals for the Telematics 
Applications Programme has been 
published in the Official Journal C240 
or S176 of 15 September 1995 and will 
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Telematics Applications 
Programme 
results of 1st and 2nd Calls 
for Proposals; publication of 
3rd call and a rolling call for 
support actions (continued) 
close on 15 January 1996. This call 
addresses the following sectors (tasks): 
Research (support measure RE 5.3), 
Education and Training (task ET 1.7 
and tasks ET 3.1 to 3.3. support 
measures), Healthcare (accompanying 
measures supporting user groups -
task HC 5.1-, support measure 
concerning integrated services for 
resource management - task HC 2.2), 
Disabled and Elderly People (all tasks), 
Language Engineering (all tasks). 

In total, an indicative amount of 61 
MECU has been estimated for this call. 

For the disabled and elderly people 
sector, a notice announcing the 
organisation of an information day on 9 
October 1995 and a call for expression 
of interest was published in the Official 
Journa l of 15 June 1995. The 
Commission received about 750 
expressions of interest, the results of 
which will be compiled and made 
available to the interested public. 

Rolling Call for Proposals 

A rolling call for proposals for support 
actions of the Telematics Applications 
Programme has been opened on 15 
September 1995 (OJ C240 or S176 of 
15.9.1995) and will last until 15 June 
1998. This call addresses tasks 

concerning awareness, dissemination 
of results and promotion of telematics, 
international cooperation and training. 

The information package relating to 
these calls is available upon request 
from the address below. 

Contact: 
European Commission - DG XIII 
Telematics Applications Programme 
Proposals Office 
200 rue de la Loi (BU29 4/41) 
B-1049 Brussels 
Fax: +32-2-295 23 54 
E-mail: telematics@dgl3.cec.be 
ftp://www.echo.lu/pub/telematics/call 
/proppack.exe 

Health Telematics at 
MEDICA '95: Düsseldorf, 
22-25 November 
Out of more than 100 projects funded 
as part of the Telematics Applications 
Programme within the Third and 
Fourth RTD Framework Programme in 
the area of heal th , a considerable 
number will be presented at MEDICA 
'95. Held in Düsseldorf, Germany from 
22-25 November 1995, this is the 
world's largest t rade fair and 
exhibition on medicine. 

A permanent feature of the fair is 
MEDICA-Medienstrasse ('Media 
street'), the most important annual 
medical software exhibition, which will 
display the latest developments in the 
area of medical software. These include 
the radical new possibilities in 
diagnosis and treatment now being 
offered by image banks, multimedia, 
vir tual real i ty, information 
superhighways and telemedecine. 

In particular MEDICA-Medienstrasse 
will present the projects funded under 
the Health Telematics programme of 
the European Union. Software 
developers and doctors from all over 
the EU will be unveiling their new 
programmes under the banner "Health 
Telematics: EU projects show the way 
to the future". Projects to be presented 
include: 

TANIT (Telematics for Anaesthesia 
and Intensive Therapy); 
OPHTEL (Telematics in 
Ophthalmology); 
HERMES (Telematics Healthcare -
Remoteness and Mobility Factors in 
Common European Scenarios). 
This will focus on emergency and 
high-dependency telemedicine 
applications and will include 
services for passenger airl ines, 
European holiday resor ts , 
ambulances, high-risk new-boms, 
ambulatory cardiology patients and 
on-call doctors/nurses/midwives; 
SCENE/CARDI ASSISTED 
ul t rasound support for cardiac 
diagnosis and treatment; 
MANSEV (Market Authorisation by 
Network Submission and 
Evaluation): improving the market 
authorisation process for human 
and veterinary medicinal products 
through using a telematics 
application; 
ATIM/VATAM (Assessment of 
Information technology in 
Medicine): an inventory of methods 
and tools used for the technological 
assessment of information 
technology in medicine in general, 
and for imaging and knowledge-
based systems in particular. 
DIABCARE: an automatic and 
anonymous comparison of data on 
the quality of diabetes therapies 
through a telematics application. 

The annual MEDIZIN software 
competition will also take place, in 
which prizes are awarded to the most 
promising software developments (with 
the second prize sponsored by the EU). 

Special programme presentations are 
envisaged at 14.00 h on 22 and at 
11.45 h on 24 November 1995. 

For further information, please contact 
the addresses below. 

Contact: 
Medisoft GmbH, P.O. Box 900 649 
D-60446 Frankfurt 
tel: +49 69 774 321 fax: +49 69 772 
341 

Contact: 
Dr. Gottfried Dietzel 
European Commission 
DG XIII 
200 rue de la Loi (BU29 3/51) 
B-1049 Brussels 
Belgium 
fax: +32 2 296 66 40 
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