
Dear reader,
The year 2004 was an
extraordinary one for our
Committee. We wel-
comed 95 new members
and moved — virtually at
the same time — to our
new premises in the
heart of the European
quarter. The main bulk of
the work having been
done, we can be proud to
state that this formidable

challenge to both staff and members was mastered
remarkably smoothly. Let me express my thanks to
all parties involved in this joint effort. Thus, a solid
basis has been created not only for overcoming
the few remaining difficulties, but also — and
even more importantly — for continuing our
Committee´s work under improved conditions.

New challenges lie ahead.

— We will have a critical look at our internal organ-
isation of work.

— Relations with the other institutions and strate-
gic partners will have to be renewed or
strengthened.

— The draft Constitution has confirmed and
strengthened the role of the Committee in the
European framework. We now have a profile
that will enable us to play a key role in promot-
ing and structuring European civil dialogue —
we have to use it to its full potential.

— The interinstitutional efforts in bridging the gap
between the European citizen and the ‘official
Europe’ call for our contribution.

— Over-arching topics shaping the future of
Europe will have to be addressed, such as the
Lisbon strategy, sustainability and the identifi-
cation or definition of other shared values of
European society.

— Our activities in external relations are to be con-
tinued and expanded.

At our December plenary meeting, these and other
topics will be discussed on the basis of a concrete
work programme. I am certain that all these chal-
lenges can be tackled in the spirit of cooperation
that is the trademark of our Committee.

With Christmas approaching, let me already seize
this first opportunity to express my thanks for this
cooperation.

Anne-Marie Sigmund
President of the European Economic

and Social Committee
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• 26 and 27 January 2005: Joint conference of
the Luxembourg Economic and Social Council
and the European Economic and Social
Committee in conjunction with Luxembourg's
Presidency of the European Union ‘For a competi-
tive, social and sustainable Europe — Making the
Lisbon strategy a success through a pact with
organised civil society’.

European Constitution
The contribution of civil society is essential if the Constitutional
Treaty is to be successfully ratified

As the Netherlands Presidency draws to a close, the
EESC is already actively preparing for the forthcoming
Luxembourg Presidency of the European Union.

Mid-term review of the Lisbon
strategy
One of the recurring issues for every Presidency is
the future of Europe, and the Lisbon strategy in
particular.

This has a particular ring of truth for the future
Luxembourg Presidency. It will be in charge of organ-
ising the spring summit on 25 March 2005, during
which a mid-term review of the Lisbon strategy will
be carried out.

The EESC is particularly active in this field, having
organised public hearings and drawn the attention of
prime movers in the main European institutions to the
delays that have affected the implementation of the
strategy.

The EESC's most recent contribution was a high-qual-
ity opinion for which the rapporteur was Mr Bruno
Vever (FR), with co-rapporteurs Mr Ernst Ehnmark (SE)
and Mr John Simpson (UK). The opinion, entitled
'Improving the implementation of the Lisbon strate-
gy', was requested from the EESC by the European
Council on 25 and 26 March. The opinion was adopt-
ed by an overwhelming majority of 169 votes at the
EESC's October plenary session, and was transmitted
to the Council of the European Union. It is a very
important contribution to the forthcoming spring
summit during the Luxembourg Presidency.

EESC referrals by the Luxembourg
Presidency
The future Luxembourg Presidency has announced its
intention to ask the EESC to draw up an exploratory
opinion on a subject directly linked to the Lisbon
strategy — sustainable development in the context of
the financial perspectives for 2007–13.

The EESC has been particularly active in this field,
issuing opinions and organising public hearings to
which representatives of civil society organisations
and networks were invited.

The EESC and the network of national
economic and social councils
Given the large scale of this network, the EESC is cur-
rently working to step up contact with all network
members, particularly with Luxembourg's Economic
and Social Council in view of the forthcoming
Presidency. At the invitation of the Luxembourg ESC,
the presidents and secretaries-general of the national
ESCs and the EESC held their annual meeting on
25 and 26 November 2004. The meeting focused on
the ways and means of achieving the objectives of the
Lisbon strategy. This summit was also the subject of
a final declaration and a joint press release, from the
Economic and Social Councils of the EU Member
States and the EESC, which can be consulted on the
website of the ESCs and the EESC (www.esc.eu.int).
At the summit, it was also decided that a
joint high-level conference would be held in
Luxembourg on 26 and 27 January 2005, entit-
led 'For a competitive, social and sustainable
Europe — Making the Lisbon strategy a success
through a pact with organised civil society',
organised by the European Economic and Social
Committee and the Luxembourg Economic and
Social Council, as part of Luxembourg's
Presidency of the EU.

New address of the EESC:
Rue Belliard 99, B-1040 Brussels

Improving the implementation of the Lisbon strategy. Ms Anne-
Marie Sigmund, President of the EESC with his Royal Highness
Grand Duke Henri and Mr. Raymond Hencks, President of the
Luxembourg ESC, in the Grand Ducal Palace in Luxembourg.

(Continued on page 2)

No one would dispute that there is no longer any
point in further discussion of ways and means of
modifying the Constitutional Treaty. What matters
now is to focus on the ratification campaign under
way in the 25 Member States and, particularly in the
countries which have chosen to hold referendums, to
implement an effective communications strategy
enabling European citizens to be fully informed of the
ins and outs of this Treaty, which was formally signed
by the representatives of the 25 Member States in

Mr Íñigo Méndez de Vigo, MEP, rapporteur on the Constitutional
Treaty, Mr Richard Corbett, MEP, rapporteur on the Constitutional
Treaty, Mr Johannes Voggenhuber, 1st Vice-President of the
European Parliament's Constitutional Affairs Committee, Mr Roger
Briesch, Vice-President of the EESC.
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From left to right: Hanna Siniora of the Palestinian Economic and
Social Council; Zdenek Skromach, Deputy Prime Minister of the
Czech Republic, Minister of Labour and President of the Council
of Economic and Social Agreement; Roger Briesch, Vice-
President of the EESC; Jaime Montalvo Correa, President of the
Spanish Economic and Social Council; Amjad El Majali, the
Jordanian Minister of Labour and Chairman of the Advisory
Committee for Social Dialogue; Ephraim Zilony of the Israeli
Economic and Social Council.

EESC Bureau
extraordinary meeting
at The Hague,
Netherlands
The newly-elected EESC Bureau met on
23 November at The Hague (Netherlands). A
joint formal sitting had also been organised with
the Executive Bureau of the Dutch Economic and
Social Council (SER).

At its meeting, the EESC Bureau discussed the
president's work programme 2004–06, which
the new President, Anne-Marie Sigmund, would
present at the plenary session on 15 and
16 December.

During the joint formal sitting between the SER
Bureau and the EESC Bureau, the SER President,
Mr Herman H. F. Wijffels, spoke on ‘Labour rela-
tions in the Netherlands — the current situation:
the role of the SER and the Labour Foundation’.

The two bureaux also discussed topical issues,
including the European Constitutional
Treaty and the Lisbon strategy.

Agriculture and food safety, immigration key topics discussed at the Valencia
EURO-MED summit on 18 and 19 November

Agriculture and food safety and the question of
immigration were the key topics under discussion
at the Museo Príncipe Felipe in Valencia, the venue
for this year's EURO-MED summit organised by the
European Economic and Social Committee and the
Economic and Social Council of the Kingdom of
Spain.

For the first time, the summit brought together
representatives of the new configuration of an
enlarged 25-member European Union and nine of
the 10 Mediterranean partner countries including
the Palestinian Authority and Israel.

Agriculture and food safety in the context of
the EURO-MED partnership was one of the
major topics discussed. The summit recommended
that agriculture be given higher political priority in
the Barcelona process, so that the MEDA pro-
gramme could create the right climate for agricul-
tural development and food safety.

Following discussion of the other major report on
‘Immigration and cooperation between the coun-
tries of the region’, the summit called for more

Rome on 29 October. The active involvement of
organised civil society is, in this context, one of the
keys to the success of the process.

This message, delivered at the Committee's plenary
session on 28 October by Henri Malosse, rapporteur
on the Constitutional Treaty, was stressed again at a
joint hearing on the European Constitution chaired by
Roger Briesch, Vice-President of the EESC, and organ-
ised in cooperation with the European Parliament's
Committee on Constitutional Affairs. At this meeting,
nearly 80 representatives of European civil society
networks and organisations clearly expressed their
support for the Constitutional Treaty and their desire
to be actively involved in the ratification process.

The heart of the debate: how does
the Treaty benefit the public?
The role of civil society in public
awareness
Two key issues were at the heart of the debates: (i)
How does the Constitutional Treaty benefit the
European public? (ii) What role can civil society organ-
isations play in raising public awareness?

The European Parliament's Constitutional Affairs
Committee was represented by its First Vice-
Chairman, Johannes Voggenhuber, and by the
European Parliament's rapporteurs on the
Constitutional Treaty, Richard Corbett and Iñigo
Méndez de Vigo. The EESC's rapporteur, Henri
Malosse, also attended this meeting, which formed
part of the preparations for the hearing of represen-
tatives of the main sectors of European organised
civil society which the Constitutional Affairs
Committee will be holding on 25 November.

Prior to this hearing, which the EESC has also helped
to prepare, Henri Malosse will present the
Committee's opinion, drawn up at the request of the
European Parliament, to the Constitutional Affairs
Committee members.

Following the debates on 9 November, Richard
Corbett expressed his intention to alter his draft
report, which was due to be adopted by the European
Parliament in early December, so as to take account
of the contributions made by the speakers, and in
particular to put more emphasis on the progress
made by the Constitutional Treaty in the areas of cit-
izens' rights and participatory democracy.

Roger Briesch and Johannes Voggenhuber, for their
part, welcomed the cooperation between the
Committee and the European Parliament launched at
this event, which reflects their desire that organised
civil society be actively involved in the information
and awareness campaigns that will be taking place in
Member States during the process of ratifying the
Constitutional Treaty.

(continued from page 1)

Ms Sigmund, President of the EESC,
with Mr Wijffels, President of the SER.

A European agenda
for the metropolitan areas
The EESC opinion on ‘European metropolitan
regions: socioeconomic implications for Europe's
future’ (own-initiative opinion) was adopted almost
unanimously on 1 July 2004. The rapporteur was
Mr van Iersel.

As part of the preparations for drawing up the
opinion, the Committee held a hearing on
19 February 2004 with representatives of several
European organisations such as Metrex and
Eurocities. Also attending was Professor Sir Peter
Hall, Director of the Institute of Community Studies
and one of the world's leading experts on issues
relating to urban agglomerations.

The study group also visited Barcelona, a particu-
larly interesting metropolitan area and a prime
example of good governance in a metropolitan
area.

As a follow-up to the opinion, the EESC recently
held a conference in Amsterdam on 9 and
10 December entitled 'A European agenda for met-
ropolitan areas' with Regio Randstad, the metro-
politan area covering the main urban agglomera-
tions in the Netherlands.

One of the key conclusions drawn at the confer-
ence was that the European institutions should pay
more attention to urban phenomena and, in partic-
ular, the development of urban regions, as it is in
these areas that the European Union will have to
face its main challenges in the 21st century.

The conference was attended by about 20 EESC
members, including the EESC President,
Ms Sigmund, who spoke at the closing session, the
president of the study group, Mr Pariza, and the
rapporteur, Mr van Iersel.

Professor Hall with EESC members Mr van Iersel (NL, Group I) and
Mr Pariza Castaños (E, Group II).

integrated migration policies providing a balanced
view of all aspects of migration including migrato-
ry flow management, combating the causes of
clandestine and irregular migration, and the social
and professional integration of migrants and their
families.

The EESC delegation, led by Vice-Presidents Roger
Briesch and Dimitrios Dimitriadis, also held a
series of bilateral meetings with several delega-
tions, including the Israeli Economic and Social
Committee, the Jordanian Minister of Labour and
the Palestinian Economic and Social Council. The
Israelis and Palestinians noted their willingness to
bring civil society organisations together to work
for peace in the Middle East.

The Jordanian Minister of Labour, Mr Amjad Majali,
expressed his country's interest in hosting the
2005 summit of economic and social councils and
similar institutions in Amman. Mr Majali, who also
chairs the Tripartite Commission on Social
Dialogue, an ILO-sponsored project in Jordan, is
also working on the establishment of a Jordanian
economic and social committee.
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Ms Anne-Marie Sigmund
(Group III — Various interests — Austria)

The new President of the European Economic and Social Committee

Inaugural speech by Anne-Marie Sigmund
on her election as

President of the European Economic and Social Committee

Brussels, 27 October 2004

1. THANKS

First of all I would like to express my heartfelt thanks for the confidence
you have shown in me by electing me to this post.

Continuity

I would therefore like the keynote of this forthcoming term of office to be
continuity. The strategic approaches of my predecessors, from Beatrice
Rangoni-Machiavelli and Göke Frerichs to Roger Briesch, have withstood
the test of time.

2. INTERNAL AND INTERINSTITUTIONAL RELATIONS

2.1. Internal organisation of work

Integrating our 95 new colleagues has been just as successful as was the
move to the new building in the heart of the European quarter.

We have highly-qualified, motivated staff.

In spite of this, I am convinced that our institution is not yet operating at
its optimum efficiency.

If we improve transparency and communication, we will also improve
decision-making and, not least, motivation.

In our consultative work, we must adhere yet more firmly to the principle
of selectivity, in order to demonstrate our particular added value even
more clearly than we have done up until now.

2.2. Relations with other institutions and strategic partners

Our cooperation with the other institutions is going through a period of
significant change.
— The Europe of 15 has been enlarged to a Europe of 25.

— We will be working together with a newly-elected Parliament and a newly-
appointed Commission.

— The Constitutional Treaty, which will be signed the day after tomorrow in
Rome, has laid the foundations for a quantum leap in the legal basis for
European action.

The EESC's role has already been strengthened by the Treaty of Nice, and
the Constitutional Treaty extends it still further.

It is now up to us to use these opportunities and to confirm and strengthen
our position as a useful and reliable partner.

I will therefore make a point of using the early days of my presidency for
dialogue with senior representatives from the Commission, the Council

and the European Parliament, and for a meeting with the President of the
CoR. I will also make every effort to make personal contact, or renew and
strengthen existing contacts, with the heads of the most important EU
agencies and with key players in organised civil society.

3. CHALLENGES FOR EUROPE

Some of the priorities for our work as a Committee will be set for us from
outside, as the new challenges facing the European Union will also be a
factor in determining the Committee's agenda.

3.1. Constitution — Civil dialogue

The draft Constitution and its provisions on participatory democracy and
civil dialogue have given the Committee every opportunity to put its self-
image as a bridge to civil society to the test. We now have a profile that
will enable us to play a key role in promoting and structuring European
civil dialogue. This key role — and I am particularly keen to emphasise this
— should not mean that we claim a monopoly on civil dialogue in all its
forms; it still leaves plenty of scope for other essential facets of this
interactive public debate.

3.2. Communicating Europe

If organised civil society is to play a part in European matters, it must want
to do so. However, almost the opposite seems to be true at the moment.
The question is ‘Has President Delors' citizens' Europe left the citizens
behind?’ The level of participation in elections to the European Parliament
would suggest that it has.

The Dutch Presidency and the Commission have therefore, quite rightly,
made the ‘Communicating Europe’ initiative, launched under the Irish
Presidency, a priority.

We will doubtless have an important part to play in this communication
strategy. In doing so we have an advantage over the other institutions in
the form of direct access to civil society in the 25 Member States. With over
300 national organisations and wider networks, our members hold the key
to this.

3.3. Foreign policy

New candidate countries are awaiting entry. The enlargement of the EU
also means that we have new neighbours, who are expecting us to adopt
clear positions.

The Commission was therefore justified in sending a clear signal by
specifically mentioning neighbourhood policy in the portfolio of the
Austrian commissioner, Ms Benita Ferrero-Waldner. In my initial
preparatory contact with her, I told her about the Committee's desire to
cooperate actively and received her agreement in principle to involve us in
appropriate additional tasks.

The issue of the content and structure of European foreign and trade policy
is also of concern to the Committee. The key words here are ‘global
governance’. Continuing our bilateral and multilateral cooperation policy
will form the basis for putting this into practice.

4. THE FUTURE OF EUROPE: PROPOSED KEY SUBJECTS

I firmly believe that the draft Constitution is not the end, but rather the
beginning of that debate.

4.1. Lisbon strategy

First and foremost I would like to mention the Lisbon strategy. Therefore,
this international shop window of European economic and social policy
has an opportunity to build identity like almost no other European
initiative.

We will today be adopting an opinion that contains proposals for
improving the Lisbon strategy and sets the direction for our future
activities in this area.

4.2. Sustainability

The principle of sustainability, which is specified as a goal in the
Constitutional Treaty, will increasingly influence the debate on the future.
The European Union has made its commitment to sustainability and to
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