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Proposal for a decision to amend the Council Decision 

of 28 December 1972 adopting a Community research programme 

into classical and African swine fever 

Explanato~ memorandum 

The Commission's proposal concerning the implementatkn of the 

Community research programme into classical and African swine fe~er 

(doe. COM (72) 883 final) was presented to the Council on 7 August 1972, 

at a time when the accession of the three new members of the Community 

was being examined. 

During the Council discussions, the Commission emphasised the undoubted 

interest of bringing the research institutes and laboratories of the 

United Kingdom, Ireland and Denmark into this programme. 

However, in order not to delay putting the work in hand, it was agreed 

to start operations wi.th institutes and laboratorie.s in the Six, plus 

two laboratories in third countries, one in Spain and the other in 

Portugal. 

Thus on 28 December 1972 (OJ L 298/50, ~1 December 1972) the Council 

decided to establish this research programme, of a duration of four 

years as from 1 .January 1973. 

In 1973 the competent departments of the Commission already contacted 

research institutes and laboratories in the three new Member States 

in order to determine the sci.entific aims which would be assigned to 

the new contracting parties in the light of their scientific and 

technical capabilities in the field.of classical and African swine 

fever. 
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The pri vi+e~ed posi t~on of Ire lewd, . the United Kingdom. and Denmark, 
'' o "f" ,,, ' 0 -'• r • ,,_.,.,, ·~ ... ' .,, ' • I 

whos,e stock is a.bsolut~ly free from 4fr~.ca..">'l swine fever and,, a~ far 
. .. ... . . .. . . ... . .. . . . 

as classical swine fever is concerned, to some extent free from wild 
. ' . ' . . ,,: . ,, . ' 

virus strains or strains of vaccinal origin, will make it possible 

to test in the optimum manner all the work carried out by the research 

laboratories and institutes, both in the Six and in Spain and Portugal. 

All the work entrusted to the new partners thus supplements the 

operations scheduled in the Community research programme into classical 

and African swine fever, and in particular enhances the results hoped . . '. 

for and obtained in as far as it almost completely eliminates .. the 

risks of interference in the immunolgical reactions; it thus provides 

an additional guarantee as to the reliability of the clinical diagnoses 

and the.specificity of the methods to be_employed to safeguard _the 

health of the new partners' pig stock. 

In particular, this scientific participation will render possible: 

1. the setting-up of .scientific teams competent in epidemiological 
·' . ' 

matters, in order to obviate any risk of epizootic <isease in 
•' o I 

countries at present free from such disease; 

2. the increase of Community scientific knowledge, in the field of 

classical and AfriCan swine fever through .~a-ordination of the work, 

based On reciprocal information, Whicl:;J. mS¥ .take the form Of 

exchanges of research workers. 

The Co~issi.on' s departments concEtrned have directly associate;d the 

various research inst.i.tutes and laboratories .in the three new ~iember 
. ' 

States with the work carried out since 1973... There ha.v~ been many 

exchanges of research workers betveen these institutes and the . ..,. . . 

coparticipants in the Community research progr&~e into classical 

and African swine fever. 
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The Commission now considers that as this adaptation stage is over, it 

is necessary to embark upon the second stage, i.e., the conclusion 

of research contracts with th~ following institutes and laboratories: 

United Kingdom: The Anim~l Virus Research Institute 
Pirbright, t·foking, Surrey 

Irelru1d: 

Denmark: -

The Central Veterinary Laboratory 
New Haw, ~nleybridge, Surrey 

The Department of Animal Husb~~dry 
University of Bristol, Gloucestershire 

The Veterinary Research Institute Laboratory of ~~blin 

The Kalv.ehave State Veterinary institute for Virus 
Research 

In association with the officials responsible fr science policy in 

the Hember States, a.nd'in particular with the Directors-General for 

agricultural research, a supplement to the Community research programme 

into classical and African swine fever, to be completed by 31 December 

1976, has been drawn up. 

In this programme the research institutes and laboratories in the new 

Hember States would be made responsible for the achievement of the 

following aims: 

I. United Kingdom: 

A. Pirbright !nstitute (Surrey): 

1. Classical swine fever: 

Study of the components of the virus in order to determine 

the connection between the structure of the virus and its 

role and biological effects. 



This project invo:hes:. 

'(i) Purif~cation of the "labelled" virus by means of 

radioactive precursors; 

(ii) Disintegration and stud~ of the virus's compotlents .• 

In particular, this work will dovetail with the studies 

at present be:hg carried out in the University of U·trecht 

and will nake the di~"'l''osis of the disease more effective 

and more specific. 

2. African swine fever: 

The type of study is the same as that contemplated for 

classical swine fever and is aime~ at improving the 

differential diagnosis between t he two diseases duo to 

viruses of differing ~tructures. As research into African 

swine fever is mo~ d.ifficul t because the two diseases 

coexist in Spain and Portugal,,_the work of this institute 

will be a necessary back-up to the studies carried out in 

the tstitutes of Madrid and Lisbon. 

B. Heybridge Institute (Surrey): 

Epidemiological study of classical swine fever "in the field" 

and by experimental inoculation with the virus. Study of the 

a.ntigenic relations between classical Sldne fever virus and 

bovine diarrhoea virus with a view to improving the differential 

diagnosis between the two diseases. This will supplement the 

work now being carried out in the Uccle Institute .and the . ". . .. 
T.hiverval-Grig.non Institute. 

c.. Bristol· University 

T.he aim of the proj,ect put forward is to improve the efficacy 

of the vaccination of the sow .and-to provide more effective 

protection of new-born piglets against classical and African 

swine fever. It covers: 

(i) determination of the most effective route of administ­

ration of the vaccine; 
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(ii) determination of the age at which the piglet acquires 

its local itununity process; 

(iii) study of the infiuence of passively transferred anti­

bodies on the emergence of the immunity response in 

pigs. 

This l'1ill make it possible to ascertain the relationships 

between the local systems of immunity in order to obtain 

better vaccination E'Jld thus to combat the disease more 

effectively. 

These studies would be carried out in close co-operation with 

~he Thiverval-Grignon Institute. 

II. Ireland: Dublin Institute: 

Since classical swine fever "t<ras eradicated by slaughterir..g 

whenever it broke out, the present Irish pig stock has never been 

vaccinated and is free from wild or vaccinal c~assical swine 

fever virus, thus permitting the study of the antibodies developed 

in pigs by the bovine diarrhoea virus with>ut fefl!' of .. intt;):rference 

from those of wild or. attenuated st.rains. 

III. De!l.mark: I.indholm V9terinary Institute: 

The work will deal with the establishment of a method of 

identifying the classical swine fever virus and the antibodies 

produced at the. ini tis.l stage of the subclinical forms of. the 

disease and the study of the immunizing effect.of.the bovine 

diarrhoea virus versus that of classical swine fever. 

These activities will suppl.ement those of the Uccle, Thiverval­

Grignon and Weybridge Institutes. 

Such work will make it possible to secure a better understanding 

'and·uso of the results obtained in the other Institutes working 

on classical sw'ine fever virus and bovine diarrhoea virus in 

countries where they coexist, especially in the Hanover Veterinary 

Institute and the Weybridge Institute. 
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Details of co-operation between these research institutes and 

laboratories and the Commission of· the European Communities will 

be set out in agreements along the same lines as those adopted 

for the implementatinn of the Commu..'Yli ty research progr~mme into 

classical and !frica.J.l swine fever decided upo11 by the Council 

on 28 December 1972. 

Fi11ancial e.spects: 

The total cost of the extension of the programme is assessed by 

the Commission at 
The oontri bution of the contracting partners is 
assessed at 

The Commwuty's contribution is fixed at 

which breaks down as follows:l 

1st financial yenr (1974) 

-2nd financial year (1975) 

3rd financial year (1976) 

1 503 696 u.a. 

715 598 u.a. 

788 098 u.a.. 

251 010 u.a. 

277 088 u.a. 

260 000 u.a. 

As the Community research programme into classical and African 

swine fever is due to be completed by 31 December 1976, it would 

be advisable for the present supplementary programme to be 

accomp~hed by the s~e date. The delays involved in the 

Commission-Council procedure are liable_to prevent the research 

work from getting under way before the beginning of 1975. In view 

of this, the need to carry through in ~wo years the same amount of 

scientific work initi~~ly pl&n1ed for three years should already 

be anticipated. This does not raise any insumountab1e problems 

from the technical point of view •. Were this solution to be adopted; 

the total funding as set out above would have to be sprend. · over two 

financial years. 

1 Assessments included in the 1974 financial records -·Budget 

Chapter 3l- item 3155 - VI/17 
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These c::mounts are ;.ntencled to cover the following expenditure: 

(1) research work carried out by the coparticipants in this programme, 

broken down according to the following items: 

(a) staff expenses 

(b) amortisation of durable equipment 

{c) purchases of animals 

(d) upkeep of animals 

(e) purchases of non-durable equipment 

(f) overheads. 

(2) co-ordination of the researoh work. Tho appropriations under 

this heening arc intended to cover the following expenses, which 

are indispensable for the successful research co-ordination between 

the laboratories associated with the studies. 

(a) regu.lar meetings of scientists 

(b) scientific contacts in the form of tech11ological seminnrs 

and residential l-:orkshops 

(c) exchange of research workers 

(d) exche.nge of infonnation, publication and dissemination of 
results 

{e) miscellaneous co-ordination expenses: acquisition of 

scientific pub]oations; fees for lecturers and for scientific 

expert opi11ions; fees for scientific revision; registration 

fees for internation~~ congresses. 
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Budget estimates for the extension of the community research programme into classical and African swine fever 

Financial 1974 1975 1976 . TOTAL % 
contribution EEC LAB EEC LAB EEC LAB EEC LAB in u.a. 

Pirbright 91 300 91 300 100 430 100 430 110 473 110 473 302 203 302 203 50 

Weybridge 33 034 33 034 36 336 36 336 - - 69 370 69 370 50 

Bristol 32 596 32 596 37 122 37 122 39 337 39 337 109 095 109 095 50 
• 

Dublin 31 080 31 080 34 200 34 200 37 650 37 650 102 930 102 930 50 

Lind.holm 40 000 40 000 44 000 44 000 48 000 48 000 132 000 132 000 50 

1st TOTAL 228 010 - 228 010 252 088 252 088 235 500 235 500 715 598 715 598 50 

Co-ordination 
of research work 23 000 - 25 000 - 24 500 - 72 500 - 100 

EEC LAB 

2nd TOTAL 251 010 228 010 227 088 252 088 260 000 235 500 788 098 715 598 52-41 47.59 

• 





Proposal :for a 
COUNCIL DECISION 

suppl~mentii:g the t::ommunity programme of ros~arch into 

classical swine fever ~~ African swine fever 

THD CCUJ\TCIL OF 1i1H'TI EUROPEA'tT cm.~MUNITIES, 

HaviTig reg~rd to the Treaty establishing the Etlropean Economic Community, 

and in pc:.rti ~ul~"r Article 43 thereof; 

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission; 

Hewing regc>,rd to the Opinion of the European Pr',rli:went; 

~fuerea.s by its Decision of 28 December 1972(l) the Council ordered a 

Commur~ty research programme into classicul swine fever and African 

swine f0ver? 

wnere~s it appe0rs expedient to exploit the particular epidemiological 

conditions in the United Ki~gdo~in Ireland and in Denmark for the 

purposes of examining the existing, ?Jld any future, body of scientific 

knowledge gained in conjunction with work on the Community progrem.11e of 

research into cle.ssical swine fever and African swine faver; 

rfuereas, furthermore, a contribution should be made to finance the 

formation of Working p~rties on the subject of epidemiology for the 

purposes of improved prevention of epizooty risks in the countries of 

the Community which arc at present free of classical swine fever and 

African swine fever infection; 

(l)OJ L 298/50, dt',ted 31.12.1972 
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HAS DECIDED: 

Sol~ Article 

Annex I of the Decision of the Council dated 28 December 1972 is 

supplemented ~ follows: 

I. Description of the work: 

A. Classic~ swi~~ fever: 

I. Virology: -purification of the viru.s "labelled" by means 

of radioactive precursors 

- breeldg down of the virus into its sub-units 

and study of these sub-units 

II. Patholo~·: - study of the antigenic rel~,tionships between 

the classical swine fever virus and the bovine 

diarrhoea , ·irus for the purposes of improving 

differential diagnosis between the two diseasee 

III. Immunology:- determination of the age at which a piglet sets 

up its local immuruty process 

- study of the immunizing aotiv~ty of bovine 

diarrhoea virus against classical swine fever 

virus 

B. African swine fever: 

Perfectioning of differential diagnosis taking into account the 

evolution of wild streins. 
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II. P~,rticipants: 

United Kingdom: -The Animal Virus Research Institute 

Pirbright - Woking - Surrey 

Irelmd: 

Denmark: 

-The Centrel Veterinary Laboratory 

New Haw - Wcybridge - Surrey 

-.The Department of Animal Husbandry 

University of Bristol -Gloucestershire 

-The Veterinary Reser,rch Institute 

Labor:::~.tory of Dublin 

-The State Veterir-ary Institute for Virus 

Research of Kalvohave 






