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Explanatory statement' 

In order to attain the objectives laid down in Council Regulation· 1 

No ·1837 /81 'on the common· organization of ·the market in sheepmeat and goatmeat, 

the Commission needs harmonized, reliable s·i;atistics> on livestock numbers 

in,Mem'Qer Sta·tes and on trends in sl~ughterings, together with short-term 

forecasts on gross indigenous production. 

~he purpose of this proposal for a directive is to make statistical 

data comparable by imposing standard breakdowns,_ to lay 'down the precise . . 
dates on which suoh data must be communicated and ensure that' the data· 

are sufficiently reliable. 

' . 
The adaptation of natiol)al statistics to these Community standards 

(involving adapting question~aires·, finalizing methods and modifying' processing 

programmes) warrants a financial contribution from the-Communities for the 

• first three years during w~ic]l the directive is applied. 
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Proposal for· a 

Covnoil Directive 
.. 

-... · 

on the sta:tistioal surveys to be carri€ld out 

by Member States on sheep and goat' stocks 

( ·; /EEc) 

., 
THE com>CIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES 

"'. 

f·, ' 

·Ha,;.ing ~egard .. to the· Treaty establishing ·the European Economi_o. Community, 
" . 

and in part i cu1 ar Article 43; ·· • ·. -· 
' ~ . . . ' ' -~~ ' . ~ 

' • ' l 

.Having reeard to Council RegulaUo~ · (EEG) No '183~/80 · of .2~ Jun.e ·1980 on the 

CO!llffion organization of the market in !ilheepmeat and goatmeat 1), · > 
I :V \ 

Having regard·to the 
·.• 

proposal f;z:om the Commission, 

Opin.ion of the Eu.ropean Parliam<:mt 2·), 

: 

·Having regard to the 
. 

l'lhereas in order to :fulfii the task assigned to it under the .Treaty and by 
' .. 

Regu.laHon (EEG) No 1837/80, .the Gommissiion: requires J.)recise-informahonon · 

production of' .sheepmeat··and goatmeat 
n .. . 

trends in sheep.and goat, stocks and the 

in the Member States and (llust also have a short-·term forecast, established on· 
~ 

j:;the ba.ais of this trend, of the_ gross· illdigenous production of. sheepmeat and 
/ 

· rlhereas surveys on sheep and goat. stocks at present carried out in the JYiember 
. . 

States do net enable precise and standard short-term observations to be made 

of the_ market; l>hereas monthly ~tat:istics on~ animals slaughtered are not sufficient 

:for this purpose. and -short-term forecasts :on the gross indigenous product·ion of 

sheep and goats are not made systematica.lly, in all Member States; 
. .. 

Whereas surveys· should be. carried out in all Member State.s on sheep and goat stocks, . 
on 

as 

the ba~is of standard.categories.a:nd with~ ~imilar. 

monthly' statistics .o'?- animals slaughtered should be 

degree of· preo'ision; ~here~­

supplemented and standardized 

.. 
and forecasts 'Covering.· i.dentical periods in each Member State should be made 

~ ... 
On the "productioil o:f' sh~ep and goat·s; - . .,. 

. '.,. ' . 
11hereas, in the case of sample surveys,. samplir.g criteria should b~ kept up to 

date and fixed m~rgins of error• should be observ·ed in order. to. e;..sv:re that there: . . 
is a similar degree of precision; whereas observational errors should be reduced 

a13 ·much as p~ssible 'and <m assessment should be made~ of their~ size; 

-:AI-· 

-· 
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Hhereas, to keep trends in the regional distribution of herds under review, the 

regional distribution should be recorded annually;. 

1-lhereas both the statistics on animals slaugh-tered and forecasts of production 

of sheep and goats should be broken down by category-in order to enable the 
I 

market to be observed with a distincti~n being made on the basis of the types 

of meat; ·-

Whereas, since the results of the surveys, forecasts and statistics on animals 
' slaughtered are intended to serve ·as a basis for decisions adopted -.lithin the 

frame>~ork of the common_organization of the market in sheepmeat and goatmeat, 
'• 

they must be communicated to the Commission as·soon as possible and at the same 

dates; . -
Whereas the procedure to be follo>~ed by the Standing Committee for Agricultural 

Statistics sat up by CounciL_Decision 72/279/EEC1 ) shouLd be laid down, 

so as to ensure that >~hen this Directive is applied cooperation bet>1een the 

Member States and the Commission will be as effective as possible; 

" Whereas, 'since the stat•istics proposed here constitute only a minimum programme, 

the Commission must submit a report every three years so that the extent to 

which the measures proposed have enabled the objectives of this Directive to be 

11"'• 

attained may be examin~d, and whe1·eas 'it must, if necessary, propose that the \jl· 
methods used be harmonized or improved; 

Whereas the. Community's financial contribution towards _the expenditure . 
incurred by the Member States in carrying out the_ surveys provided for under 

this Directive must be defined; 

HAS ADOPTED THIS DIRECTIVE: 

Article 1 

1. The Member States-shall carry out each year a statistical survey of total 

sheep and goat numbers. 

2, Ho;1ever, Member States with a goat stock of less than 100 000 head shall 

be obliged ·to car:t'Y out such a survey every five years only. 

3. Tpe first s~vey shall take place 'in 1981. 

Article 2 

1. For_ the purposes of this Directive, 'sheep' means anfmals falling under heading ... 

Nos .. 01,04.A.I and 01.04.B.I of the Common Customs Tariff and 'goats' 
• J ' -

means animals falling under .heading Nos. 01.04.A.II and 01.04.B.II o·f the 

sa1ne Tariff. 
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2. The sl.U'veys referred to in Article 1 shall cover all sheep and goats owned 

f.. by natl.U'al or legal persons with not less than 

- a utilized agricult=al are~ of one hectare? or 

one breeding-sheep or.goat, or 

thre" oth"r sheep ap.d/or goats. 
: f 

3. Memper States'which have, in addition, data 

to in p~agraph· 2 shall include these in the 

on sheep and goats not referred 

results referred to in Article 3. . . 

I: : 
Article 3 

l. The survey provided for in Article 1 shall be conducted in such a manner as 

to pr~vide a breakdown, as at the.beginning of-December of e~ch year, of sheep 

and goat stocks into at least the following categories t 

A. She~p, total numbers· 

. A.1 sheep of lsss than one year 

A;·2 sheep of one year and over 

A.2.1 of which:· females 

B. Goats, total numbers 

B.1 goats of less than one year· 

B.2 goats Of one year and over 

B.2.1 of whicb: females. 
. ' 

2. The Member States referred to in Article 1(2) shall give an·e'stimate of the 

stock'numbers referred·to under B above. 

3. If necessary, the categories referred to in paragraph 1 may be altered in 

accordance with the procedure laid down in.Articie a. 
~.,. 

4~ The categories shall be d~fined by the.Commi~sion after it has consulted the 
' 

Standing Committee for Agricultural i>tatistie,s. set-up by. Decision 

'72/279/EEC and hereinafter called' the 'Committee'. 

- ' 
Article 4 

1. The surveys- p:rovided for in Article 1 shall be carried out in the form 
., . ~ 

of exhaustive surveys or by random·sampling. 

•· 

. ' 

. , 

, 
' 

f 

•, 

jjm132
Text Box

jjm132
Text Box



-~-

2, As' regards the basis on which the sampling is to be carried out 1 the lilember 

States shall take whatever measures they deem appropriate to maintain the 

quality of the survey results. 

3. Sampling ~rrors shall not exceed·2% of the total number of sheep and 3% 
' 

of the total number of femal"es of one year and over in each of the Member States, 

these percentages representing a confidence margin of 68 l. 

4• If necessary, l•lember States shall take appropriate measures to improve 

the quality of the results. 

,· Article 5 

1. The Member States shall notify the Commission.of the provisional results 

of the surveys, without regional·breakdc<'n, not later than the 15 ]!'ebruary 

follm·ring the ref~rence month of the da:ta referred to in Article 3 ( 1). , 

2. The final results shall be notified not later than 15 :March following the 

reference month. 

3. The Member States shall notify together with the final results the 

total number of sheep and the total number of goats., broken down according 

to the following territorial subdivisions 

Germany: 
France: 
Italy: 
Netherlands: 
Belgium: 

.Luxembourg: 
Denmark: 
Ireland: 
United Kingdom:. 
Greece: 

Regierungsbezirke 
Regions de programme 

· Regioni 
Provincies 
Provinces/Provincies 

Denmark, Greenland · 

Standard Regions 
the 9 regions of the 
Regional Development Service 

4. By way of derogation from paragraph 3, 

. a.) the Federal Republic of Germany shall be authorized to break down sheep 
and goat numbers by BundesUinder only, when the results relate to calend.ar 
years ending in an even· number; 

' • I 

b) the Netherlands shall notify sheep and goat numbers by 'provincia' on 
the basis of a survey of stock conducted in M~; 

c) up to and including th~ data relating to 1984, the United Kingdom shall 
be authorized to notify the results broken down by 'agricultural region•. 

y 
.( 
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Article 2 
·~ . ' 1.; The Member States shall, on the basis. of the results of the surveys and of 

other p.vaila'ble 'data;. estimat.~ ~oss indigenous production of sheep and goats 

f;r the two period~· of six months co~~noing on ·1. January and 1 July · 

respe<;:t i vely. 
' ' 

. 2. For the purposes of this Directive, gross· j_ndigenous prod,;_ction means the 

number of animals slaughtered, whether they are of domestic or foreign.origin, 

plu~ th~ balance-of foreign.tr;de·in live anim~s (expor·us ~i:Uus imports).· 

3. The Nemb.er States shall inform the ·commission of ·bhe forward estimates at the 
• < ' '· - \ • 

same time as the results of the surveys. • 

' ' 

,' 
Article 7 

~ ' ' 
1. The'!'llember States ·shall. dra~'- up monthly.' statistics relating to' the number 

. ana carcass 'weight o:f animals slaughtered on their territory. 
,. 

If necessary they shall ~upp).y'additional information every :four- months, 

broken down by .month, on t.he .. s laughte;ed _a~ima L_s not i nctuded 
' . 

in the monthly statistics referred to in ~~e :fo~egoing subparagraph, so that 

-

these stat istio·s include all the animals slaughtered 0~ their territory. •. 

j;, 2. 'The statistics· provided for· in paraeraph 1 shall be drawn up :for the following 

,- ' categories ~ 

-:" : A. 'sheep 1 . total n~bers . 

.. 

3. The Commission, 

weight referred 

. '. pa:ragraph 2. 

A.1 Sheep of less than one year 

A.1.1 of ~1hicht sucking lambs . 
Sheep of one year and over 

. _A.2.1 of which: females 

B. Goats,< total-:· L 

· B.1 Goats of less th841 one year 

B.2 Goats of one 'year and over 
: . ~ ' ~ 

B.21 of which: females 
.' 

'' 

: 

after consulting the.Committee, shail· define the carcass 
' t ' • 

to in paragraph 1 and the categories refel:'red 'to in . ' . ·. , 
'. 

- -.. - .. - - " ~ ~. ·. ~ -· 

Tlie Memb_er States shall inform the Commission of the_ results of. the statistics . 4· 
' ' ' ~ '• 

referred to in paragraph '1 not iater' than -six weeks. after the reference month. . ' 

.- . ·~ ' . 
-

' '. 

·- .. I 
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Article 8 

1. vfuere the procedure laid down in this Article is invoked, the Chairman shall 

refer the matter to the Committee, either ~n his own initiative or at the 
. " 

request of a representative. o'f a Member State, 

2. The representative·of the Commission shall submit to the Committee a draft of 

the measures to be taken, The Committ,ee shall give its Opinion on the draft 

within a time limit to be set by the Chairman in accordance with ·the urgency 
' . 

of the matter.· It shall act by a majority of 45 votes and the votes of Member 
' 

States shall be weighted as laid down in Article 148 (2) of the Treaty. The 

Chairman shall not vote. 

3. a) The Commission shall adopt the proposed measures if they conform to the 

Committee's opinion. 

b) If the proposed measures are not in accordance with the Committee's opinion, 

or in the absence of such opinion, the Commission shall submit to the Council 
. . 

forthwith a proposal relating to the measures to be adopted, The Council shall 

act by qualified majority. 

o) If, after three months have expired since the matter was brought before the 

Cou..."lcil, the latter has not taken a decision, the proposed measures sha.ll 

be adopted by the Commission. \ 

Article 9 

The Commission shall submit to the European Parliament and to the Council every · 

three years and for'the first time in 1984 a report on the ·experience gained from 

the surveys and the forward e~timates provided for in this Directive • 

The Commission' shall, if necessary, submit proposals to the 

with a view to further harmonizing or improving methods. 

Council, especially 
c 

The Council shall act on these proposals in accordance with the voting procedure . . 
laid down in Article 43'(2) of the Treaty. 

Article 10 

"A Contribution to the expenditure necessary for carrying out the surveys provided 

for in this Directive shall be charged as a fixed sum to the Buo.get of the European "'f 
Communities for the years 1981 1 1982 and 1983. 

' 

Article 11 

This Directive is addressed to the Member States. 

' 
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