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RBCEN“ DPVFLOjMFNTS IM BURQPEAN POLITICAL COCOPERATIGH

1. Fact Sheet No.: II/A/l (Pr 56. OOC) gives the hlstory of

L . Buropean . Polltlcal CCO“era;lOﬁ (EPC), and deals with the ;'
relatlons between Lhm EEC 1nsc1tutlons and E2C. ’Tho‘n*esent note
.quonlenentv the fact sheet by giving details of devclopments in
EPC since Junc 1979, the date oOf dlrect electlonv to the. Earopcah

'Pafllamcnt.

K ConFerence on Scc* i and Co aeratlbn in Furone (WSCE)
2;,; Slnce ‘June 1979, andiiﬁdeed before, the Forelun Mlnlsters of
"the Nlne Mmmber tateb ot tho Communlty mgct1ng ln oolltlcaL,'

”icooneratlon have concerted their preparations *or the Mdd;ld

meetlng of Novembbr 1930 to 00ﬂ81der 1wolerenta+lon of the Flnal
Act. ol the CQCE.~ No’anncuncement has been made of tle r;sults of
these discussicns, excent that the Forei.n Mln;ster& are giving
special considératiOn‘tQ respect for human rights, as sét out
in the Principles contained in 5askét‘1{0f tﬁe Final Act In -
" ‘addition, they are écordiﬁatin5 their work closely w1th that cf Lhe
:5 Comm1ss1on. wnlch 13 spokesran,hov the Covmunluy on . Ba”“et 1I

(uconomlc cconeraulon) ;>* TR -

3.':»The Hine have since 1973 acted in unison in all the
negotlatlons prlor to and since the signature of the Final Act,

and have h¢therbo been acceo -ed as the sookesmén for the Western

“bhloc of countrles, whlch includes Canada and the USA. This4haq
invelved clo se and continuous prior consultation WLth *hese two
countries, and also w1tH thecse of the non- allwnea jroup Wthln V
the CsC, whicb incluoes Austria, Switzerland and Yugoslavia.”
Thus the Foreign Ministers can claim consldarabic success in

EPC as regards the CJC



f£2)
~Iran

4.' The Nlne Foreljn Ministers have. since the seizure of the

- American hostazes in November 1979 by the Iranian students, been

particularly active in Erlnging pregsure to bear upon the Iranian
authorities to secure their release. This has involved close ‘
’coordlnation of their position Wlth that of the Us Adminlstratlon.
and thls has continued now for more than a year; for example. durin
Novemrber and December 1979 the Ambassaoors in Teheran of the Nln@ _
A_madt eight 301nt aporoacnes to the Iranlan authoritles on the ;'

vhostages issue.

» 5. . Following the contlnued aetention of the hostages and at ‘the -
i‘ request of the Us. government, the Foreign Ministers in May 1980 »v
;aoreed uoon economlc sanctlons agalnst Iran, which were implemenv d
1 ny the governments and parllaments of the Nlne.4 In addxtion, the
Nine have followed the lssue of the hostages closely durlng debaies

in the utneni Assombly of the Unlted Nations.

- "

’quhanistan - .

,ﬂé;f Followxng the Sovret and51on of nlgbanlstan 1n December 1979

:i'the Forelgn Ministers in tbe follcw1n~ month 1ssued a statement

>deplor1ng thls act of dggresulcn and calllng For a W1thdrawal of
'Sov1et trcops. In bobruary 198c, _the rorelﬂn Mlnisters repeated a
-thxs call and also prooosed that Arghanlstan should be treateJ aq
‘an 1ndependent and non-alx;nta coantry, free from foreign 1nter~
ventlon of any gort. ”hls proposal was however rejected by the _
‘USSR - o ‘

7. . The Vlne acted jolntly in the deoate on Afghanlstan in the :

" General Assombly of the United Naticns, and in the vote on ‘the’ N
subsequent resolution. The Luropean Council, meetlng in April and
~in June 1980, coqdemnad thh Soviet invasion and called for a E

w1thdrawal of all forcign forces fxom Afghanlstan.;
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"Iran-Irag Conflict

‘Arab-Israeli Conflict

78g Pollow1nc the outbxeak of nOCtllltleS uetWLpn Iran and Iraq,

?the Loxelgn Mlnlsfers in September: 19c0 ca]led for restvalnt on

all sides and offered thelxvserv1ces in the search for a solution

to the écnflict. To date, however, the Ministers have not judged

a snec1f1c "Buropean lnltlatlvc to be apnronriate,’aé this would

at wreaen* not be acceptaole elther to Iran and Iraq, or to the

-neighbouring Arab "ountrlcs,,such as Jordan,- the uebanon and‘

. Syria.

people”. In addition, the Ninc stated tha

international law".

“10. The Nine decided to

S. At the neetlng of the Furopcan Coun il in Venice in Juhe 1980,

ape

“the Heads of Government and the 40&elgn 111i ters adopted a
‘dec}aratlon on the Middle East which qave details of a “"puropean

Flnltlaulve" to supﬁiemenn tnu Camﬁ DdVld agreem:nts and the Peace .

i

'-mreaty of Narcn L979 beuwecn ¢ sypt and Israel.» The Zuropean - -

{

Counc11 Dased 1gself on two ﬁrlnCLWLev~ fi iret, "the right to

existence and to secur ity of all the Stat tes in th e region,l'nﬂluﬁin¢

Israel", ‘and second, “justice for all the DQOhluu,’Which im011es
the recognition of the legitimate rights of the alestlnwan

"tne DLO wxll have Lo

e
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be associated with the neqo latlonc that they r%Fused to aneot

’uny unllateral cndnge in the status. of uerusalem, ang that Israeli

(]

bett.@ments in occuplea terrltory ‘constitute a gerious obvtacle

,_to'the;peaon forces in the=M1 d?e_ﬂast“‘andAare “jllec gal undcr»

"y

aka contgct‘wiﬁh,the partiés'cgncerned in
crder to ascertain their pOsi*ion and subseguently to decide what
forﬂ any "“aroooan 1n1tiat e mi- takce. A round of visits to
the countries ccncerned, vhugr taken in Aucust ahd,S@ptember 1986-

by Mxr Caston Thorn, Chai"ﬁan—lnncfficc of the Nine Foreign Hinieter
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resulted in general suoport for the European initiative by the
countries concerned,with the exception of Syria and Israel The
Foreign Ministers are preparing at present a report for the
European ‘Council meetiﬁg on 1 and 2 December, which will recommend
either the possibilities for an initiative or the options open to
the European Council to undertdke an initiative or not.

11. The declaration of Venice, the mission of‘Mr Thorn and the

subsequent discussions between the Nine have all been preceded by

us '
 consultations with the /government., Mr Thoon has emphasizsed that
~ the Nine are seeking to supplement, and not to replace, the "peace

'process“'launched at Camp David and carried forward in subsequent

actions by Egypt, Israel and the US.

Conclusion

12.  These are the main subjects dealt with by the Boreign Ministers
(and by the. European Cou;;ii) within the realm of EPC since June
1979. In addition the Ministers have issued declarations on the
Lebanon, the Euro-Arab Dialogue, Turkey and Southern Af:ica. The
Nine have thus shown tpéir increasing ability to actvpromptly and
in unison in response to new threats to peacé in various’parts of

the world, and also to offer solutions to continuing situations,

such as in the Middle East and Southern Africa, where their interests

are involved and where the achievement of a permanent. peaceful

solution has become imperative.



