










The requests :Cor appropriations contained in the preliminary draft budget 
are the J:esu.l t of a rigorous internal procedure for determining estimates 
of expenditure. T.he initial estimates are d.ravm up by Directorates-General 
and departments dealing with matters submitted to cc>mn1i ttees or vJorking groups 
and then put to t he Di rectorate-General fqr Budgets during the FebruarY 
preceding f inancial year in After an irlitial examination, 
they are thortrughly scrutinized at hearings the :f.ollowing month between 
the Director- ·.Cienerol for · Budg¢ts and each of the :Pirectors-General and 
Heads .of Department acting as an authorizing officer. Ea.ch amount must be 
justified btYi;h in itself and in, relation to expenditure the. three 
preceding financial years.. These investigations end with. each Directorate-General 
receiving an all ocation, a small amount being held back to cope with any 
duly substantiated adjustments which have to be made during the year. 

The res1.11ts of this preparatory phase are then sent to the Commission, which 
takes a . final decision on the req1.1ests aftel' they have been. considered by 
the Chefs de cabinet. 

The inforruation gathered, based in the. case of some committees on precise 
schedules, generally to higher estimatesthan are required by events; 
this is because the frequency of meetings varies considerably, as does the 
number of participants at ;my particular meeting. This factor is extremely 
variable: for example, .each Member State is entitled to send five 
representatives to the agricultural Management Committees; but it is very rare 
for delegations be fully represented. The appropriations requested in 
the preliminary draft budget are therefore adjusted in the light of experience. 

6. The trend of expenditure since 1977 has been as follows: 

ECU 

Year Article 250 Article 251 Total Change 

1977 4 119 121 2 830 487 6 949 608 
1978 4 198 631 2 822 384 7 021 015 + 1.0 X 
1979 4 585 386 3 091 318 7 676 704 + 9.3 X 
1980 5 249 075 3 789 944 9 039 019 + 17 .. 7 X 

During thts period the rate of increase }las accelerated, mainly because of 
fare increases, which averaged 14% over the twe].ve months to the end of 
Mey- 1981. The following table illustrates this.: 

Return journey 
-

- Bru,ssels Athens 
Co penh 
The 
Rome .... 
Dublin 
Paris 
London 

(air) 
agen - :&russels (air) 

ue - Brussal.s (rail) 
. Brussels (air ) 
- . .. 

- Brussels (rail 
-I--

Brussels (air) 

May 1980 

29 972 ORA 
2.680 DKR 
64 60 HFL ' 

I 

397 600 LIT 

l 201 lRL 
338 FF 
113 UKL 

May 1981 Change 

---
36 006 ORA + 20 1 % 
3 020 DKR + 12 7 % 
74 60 HFL + 15 5 % 

500 000 LIT + 25 7 % 
227 IRL + 12 9 % 
358 FF + 5 9 % 
121 UKL H+ 7 7 % 

1If in the sterling exchange rate are taken into account, the increase 
in ECU terms \'JaB 22.5%. · 
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Since travel expenses account for about 70% of the expenditure charged 
to these two articles, the resulting increase in expenditure is 10%. 

7. The accession of Greece has. ,ftirther increased expenditure. If an 
equal number of nationals from ea.oh Member State travel to Brussels 
{where ·the vast majority .of such meetings are h~ld) , Greek a.ccessiolt 
invol;ves a 34% increase compar'ed with 1980. · 

The. calculation .is as follol-lS: 

origin Travel 
Subsistence Total Country of expenses expenses 

Be1gi1llll - ..... -
Denmark 345 46 44 41 389 87 

Gernrany 49 35 44 41 93 76 
Greece 493 52 88 83 582 35 
France. 59 22 44 41 103 63 
Ireland 302 28 44 .41 346 69 
Italy 345 46 66 62 412 08 
Luxembourg 37 01 22 20 59 21 
Netherlands 29 61 22 20 51 81 
United Kin.gd,om 197 41 22 2.0 219 61 

Total 1 859 32 399 69 ~· 259 01 

(a) Increase in travel expenses: 

493.52 = 36.1% 
1 859.32 - 493.52 

(b) Increase in travel and subsistence expenses: 

582. 35 == 34.·7% 
2 259.01 - ·582.35 

8. The total increase in expenditure is therefore expected to be about 44%. 
The appropriations for the. tv1o . B.I-tlcles requested . by the Commission. in its 
preliminary draft budget for 1981 amounted :to 11.6 million ECU, which is an 
increase of only 28%over 1980. 

If the appropriations . entered in Chapter 100 are included, . the· 1981 budget 
estimate is 11.2 million EGrJ1 an increase of 23.9% over the previous Year. 

9. In June the .Commission made new forecasts based on actual expenditure 
during the first six. morith~ of the yearo As a result of ins·tructions to 
departments to make savings and stringent c.ontro1 of the amounts allocatedp 
.the increase j,n total expenditure overall was, kept below the percentages 
given above. As the :following table shows, the increase over the 1980 
figure of 9 039 019 ECU was .19.5%• · 



- ~-

Article 250 Article 251 Total 

Forecast expenditure for 1981 6 600 000 4 200 000 10 800 000 

Appropriations entered 5 400 000 4 000 000 9 400 000 

Transfer requested 1 200 000 200 000 1 400 000 

10. These forecasts are based on a survey of meetings .during the first half 
of 1981, which gave the following results: 

Article 250 Article 251 Articles 250 and 
251 combined 

Average number of meetings per month 152 93 245 
Average number of participants 
(including tho$e not travelling) 16 18 16.8 
Average cost per meeting (in ECU) 3 618 40 3 763 44 3 673 49 
Average cost per participant 
~excluding Community officials) 

226 209 08 218 66 in ECU) 15 

11. The budgetary authority is asked to approve the transfer of appropriations 
from Chapter 100 (Provisional appropriations). The situation in this Chapter 
is as follows: 

Article 250 Article 251 Total 

Appropriations in Chapter 100 1 600 000 200 000 1 800 000 

Proposed transfer 1 200 000 200 000 1 400 000 

Amount remaining 400 000 - 400 000 



APPROPRIATION-s IN C:IiA.Prf "{ 100 

li!.C 23 _,JUNE 1981 

Ea.J 

~----------------------------~--~~- - -------~~--~----~--~ 

1. Total appropriations 

2. Appropriations transferred 

J. Appropriations beirig 
transferre\l 

4, . Appropria~ions remaining 
in ·Chapter ].00 . 

. 

I 

Appropri at i on.s 
for com.1ni tment 

407 079 ooo 
7 586 000 

2248o boo 

j77 013 000 

Appropriations 
for payment 

369 019 000 

7 286 000 

17 9200QO 

343 813 000 
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