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Foreword

The building of Europe is not just the preserve of the Member States of the European
Union, but also involves their economic partners, particularly the applicant countries.
The trade relations and cooperation programmes conducted between the Union and
its neighbours reflect this desire for rapprochement, both between countries and be-
tween regions.

This publication is the fifth volume in the ‘Portrait of the Regions’ series. After the coun-
tries of the European Union and those in the European Free Trade Association, it is
the first in a series which will be devoted to the applicant countries of central and
eastern Europe. As was the case with the previous volumes, its main aim is to give
each region the opportunity to find out about its neighbours.

Although some of the statistical methods and definitions occasionally differ from those
used in the European Union, it still seemed appropriate to extend the field of obser-
vation to analyse the potential shape of the Union at the beginning of the 21st century.

As in the past, the regions are presented in an identical format through the use of
maps, diagrams and statistical tables, along with commentaries on their strengths and
weaknesses, natural features, population, labour market, economic fabric and the
state of the environment.

This portrait of the regions of Hungary was a joint venture between Eurostat, the
Hungarian Central Statistical Office and the country’s regional statistical offices. The
work was coordinated on the spot by ECOS-Ouverture, a cooperation programme lin-
king the regions and cities of eastern and western Europe. My heartfelt thanks go to
all those who have made such a valuable contribution to this publication.

Y. Franchet
Director-General of Eurostat
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