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THE EUROPEAN UNION 
AND 

THE NEW EUROPEAN SECULtITY ARCHfTECTURE 

In December 1990, the twelve members of the European Community (EC) 

embarked on an  ambitious project of "Political Unionn (EPU) designed in priority 

to progressively unify their foreign and security policies.. This initiative came as 

a response to East European developments,. with the need to face up to two 

main challenges: German unification, and demands for economic and political 

support from countries of Eastern Europe freeing themselves from communism. 

German unification required an acceleration of European Economic and 

Monetary Union and spurred the search for a political structure that  would 

prevent a German drift toward the East. East European demands put the EC 

under such pressure that  they threatened to jeopardize the EC economic 

integration effort. A framework had to be created to deal with them in a 

cohesive manner. 

With the goal of gradually unifying the foreign and security policies of its 

member countries, the EC is treading on a territory that did not traditionally 

belong to her. In the past, European security has relied mainly on the two 

miIitary alliances, NATO and the Warsaw Pact. With the transformation of 

Eastern Europe, another institution has raised to prominence: the Conference 

on Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE). After a year of ups and downs 

in the Soviet Union, a war in the Gulf, and the dismantling of the Warsaw Pact, 

there is a broad consensus that the new European security system will require 

both the CSCE and NATO, the CSCE to build a "European peace system" based 

on democracy, economic interdependence, and mutual confidence; and NATO to 

guard against resurgent military threats both within and outside Europe, and 

as the tangible mark of the security bond existing between the United States 

and Europe. Every European country, including the Soviet Union, agrees that  






















































