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Eurostat is the Statistical Office of the European Communities. Its task is to provide the 
European Union with statistics at a European level, that allow comparisons to be made 
between countries and regions. Eurostat consolidates and harmonizes the data collected by 
the Member States. 

To ensure that the vast quantity of accessible data is made widely available, and to help 
each user make proper use of the information, Eurostat has set up a publications and 
services programme. 

This programme makes a clear distinction between general and specialist users and 
particular collections have been developed for these different groups. The collections Press 
releases, Statistics in focus, Panorama of the European Union, Key indicators and 
Catalogues are aimed at general users. They give immediate key information through 
analyses, tables, graphs and maps. 

The collections Methods and nomenclatures, Detailed tables and Studies and research suit 
the needs of the specialist who is prepared to spend more time analysing and using very 
detailed information and tables. 

All Eurostat products are disseminated through the Data Shop network or the sales agents 
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States. They provide a wide range of services from simple database extracts to tailor-made 
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Yves Franchet 
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Preface 

This publication is the latest in a series in which Eurostat presents European social statistics. 
About six issues will appear every year, covering in turn all social fields and replacing the 
individual publications which have previously been produced. Issues planned for 2000 include 
Poverty and Social Exclusion, Vocational Education and Training, Labour Cost Survey and 
Social Protection. 

This innovation is part of the modernisation of Eurostat's publications programme. Detailed 
figures will increasingly become available primarily through the Eurostat website. The main 
social indicators will be collected together in the statistical pocket-book Living Conditions in 
Europe, and a general overview will be provided under the title The Social Situation in the 
European Union. 
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INTRODUCTION 

This publication features a number of innovations 
compared to previous editions, and a significant 
reduction in the number of pages in the paper edition in 
particular. This was primarily achieved by re-organising 
the layout of the various tables and chapters, but also by 
using the CD-ROM annexed to this publication. The 
structure of both media - paper and electronic - is 
identical. In order to save space, however, only those 
tables which are considered to be the most important 
appear in the paper version. The other tables, as well as 
the national country reports, are available only on the 
CD-ROM. 

Besides this major re-organisation of the layout, the 
content of this edition also reflects a number of changes. 
For the first time, several maps at national level are 
provided, along with the usual ones at regional level. 
Moreover, the overview article on recent demographic 
developments in Europe that used to introduce the 
previous editions has been replaced by short texts 
organised around a series of graphs, which can now be 
found at the beginning of each chapter. Lastly, a 
glossary listing most of the demographic terms used in 
the present publication will be found at the end of this 
edition. 

These innovations are designed to make the publication 
more readable, and more user-friendly in particular. 
Easier data handling should be a further benefit, thanks 
to the CD-ROM. 

As in earlier years, this publication sets out data 
concerning not just the European Union and its 15 
Member States, but also the other countries of the 
European Economic Area plus Switzerland, selected 
Central European countries, Cyprus and Malta. 

Introduction 

This edition presents the latest figures for the main 
provisional demographic indicators for 1999, which were 
collected in conjunction with the Council of Europe. The 
national reports (on the CD-ROM), however, refer to the 
demographic situation in each EEA country and 
Switzerland in 1998. 

Data by single years of age are still available in the 
Eurostat demographic database, which will save users 
considerable time and minimise the risk of errors due to 
multiple data acquisition. Further information on this 
database is given in the following pages. 

The tables have been compiled directly from data 
provided by the National Statistical Institutes and from 
international publications (United Nations, US Bureau of 
the Census, Council of Europe) for other non-reporting 
countries. 

The demographic indicators of the EEA countries and 
Switzerland and the aggregations for these countries 
were compiled using SYSCODEM, a series of programs 
designed to ensure data comparability between 
countries. The system permits the use of a common 
method for computing the various demographic 
indicators. 

Eurostat's thanks go to the National Statistical Institutes 
and the other international organisations, whose co­
operation has been essential to this publication. In 
particular Statistics Netherlands, who prepared most 
texts and all tables and graphs, is gratefully 
acknowledged. 

Luxembourg, June 2000 
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CHAPTER A: THE EUROPEAN UNION AND 
THE WORLD 

Highlights 1998-1999: 

• While the world population increased by 78 million between mid-1998 and mid-1999, the EU 
contributed only 1% of this increase, whereas China accounted for 13% and India 22%. 

• A relatively high proportion of the total population of the EU (22%) is aged 60 and over; with the 
elderly accounting for 16% and 10% respectively, the populations of the USA and China are 
relatively much younger. 

In mid-1999, with a population of 376.0 million, 
the European Union (EU) ranked third in the 
world, behind China (1 251 million) and India 
(998 million) but ahead of the United States of 
America (273 million), Brazil (171 million) and 
Japan (126 million). 
The EU's share of total world population has 
been declining for many years. In 1960, EU-15 
embraced well over 10% of mankind, but the 
figure has now fallen to 6.3% (figure A-1). If the 
current fertility, mortality and migration trends 
continue, by 2020 this proportion will have 
again declined to below 5%. 
The populations of most less developed 
countries continue to show strong growth, 
whereas the EU's population growth rate has 
become fairly weak. While the world population 
increased by 78 million between mid-1998 and 
mid-1999, the EU contributed only 1 % of this 
increase, whereas China accounted for 13% 
and India 22%. At the same time, population 
growth in the USA was almost three times as 
high as in the EU. In some other developed 
regions, such as Japan and the Russian 
Federation, however, population growth is 
below the EU level. 

A-1: World population by major regions. 1960 and 1999 

1960 EU-15 
10.4% 

Less 
dev.countries 

70.0% 

Japan 
3 .1% 

Other 
dev.countries 

10.5% 

1999 EU-15 
6.3% 

Less 
dev.countries 

80.3% 
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In terms of the proportion of the total population 
aged 0-19, the EU also continues to record 
fairly low levels. In mid-1999, this figure was 
slightly over 23% (figure A-2). Only Japan 
reported a comparable proportion (21%), 
whereas the USA and China remain rather 
young countries (29% and 33% respectively). 
World-wide, young people represent an 
estimated 39% of the population. In Africa, in 
particular, more than 50% of the population of 
several countries is under twenty (e.g. Nigeria: 
55%). 

A-2: Proportion of total mid-year population aged 0-19 of 
major regions, 1999 

On the other hand, a relatively high proportion 
of the total population of the EU is aged 60 and 
over. Again, Japan tops the EU level: 23% as 
against 22% (figure A-3). With the elderly 
accounting for 16% and 10% respectively, the 
populations of the USA and China are relatively 
much younger. 
World-wide, the mid-1999 figure was 10%, and 
in Africa, again, the relative numbers of elderly 
people in many countries were far below that 
level. 

Lastly, figure A-4 shows the recent total age 
dependency ratio, i.e. the number of people 
aged 0-19 and 60 and over expressed as a 
percentage of the population aged 20-59. For 
the Union as a whole, this indicator further 
decreased to 80% on 1 July 1999. The ratios 
for China, Japan, the Russian Federation and 
the USA are fairly close to this figure. In China, 
however, young age dependency is much 
higher, and old age dependency is much lower, 
than in the EU. 

26.B 

l l l l l l l l Hiil i ini 
Japan EU-15 Rus.Fed. USA China World Brazil India Nigeria 

A-3: Proportion of total mid-year population aged 60+ of 
major regions, 1999 

Nigeria India Brazil World China USA Rus.Fed. EU-15 Japan 

A-4: Total, young and old age dependency ratio of 
major regions, 1999 
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A-1: Mid-year population, 1960-1999 

The European Union and the world 

Source (excl. EU-15): U.S. Bureau of the Census - International Data Base 

A-2: Proportion of mid-year population in world total, 1960-1999 

(1 000 000) 

World 

More Developed 
Countries 

of which: 

EU-15 
USA 

Japan 

Russian Fed. 

Less Developed 
Countries 

of which: 

China 

India 

Nigeria 

Brazil 

1960 

3 039,3 

910,4 

316,2 
180,7 

94,1 

119,6 

2 129,0 

650,7 

445,9 

39,9 

71,7 

1965 

3 345,8 

961,6 

330,2 
194,3 

98,9 

126,5 

2 384,2 

715,5 

495,7 

45,0 

83,1 

1970 

3 707,6 

1 003,2 

340,2 
205,1 

104,3 

130,2 

2 704,4 

820,4 

555,0 

51,1 
95,7 

1975 

4 088,2 

1 044,9 

349,2 
216,0 

111,6 

134,3 

3 043,3 

917,9 

621,9 

58,9 

108,8 

1980 

4 456,7 

1 080,8 

355,3 
227,7 

116,8 

139,0 

3 375,9 

984,7 

690,5 

69,6 
122,9 

1985 

4 854,6 

1 111,5 

358,8 
238,5 

120,8 

144,0 

3 743,1 

1 054,7 

768,3 

79,8 

137,3 

1990 

5 283,8 

1 142,9 

364,5 
249,9 

123,5 

148,1 

4 140,8 

1 138,9 

850,6 

92,5 

151,1 

1995 

5 690,9 

1 168,2 

372,1 
263,0 

125,3 

148,1 

4 522,7 

1 204,8 

932,4 

107,2 

163,0 

1998 p 

5 924,6 

1 178,7 

375,0 
270,6 

126,1 

146,7 

4 745,9 

1 239,1 

981,7 

116,8 

169,3 

1999 ' 

6 002,5 

1 182,2 

376,0 
273,1 

126,3 

145,9 

4 820,3 

1 250,5 
997,9 

120,1 

171,2 

(%) 

World 

More Developed 
Countries 

of which: 

EU-15 
USA 

Japan 

Russian Fed. 

Less Developed 
Countries 

of which: 

China 

India 

Nigeria 

Brazil 

1960 

100 

30,0 

10,4 

5,9 

3,1 
3,9 

70,0 

21,4 

14,7 

1,3 

2,4 

1965 

100 

28,7 

9,9 

5.8 

3,0 

3.8 

71,3 

21,4 

14,8 

1.3 

2.5 

1970 

100 

27,1 

9,2 

5.5 

2.8 

3.5 

72,9 

22,1 

15,0 
1.4 

2.6 

1975 

100 

25,6 

8,5 

5.3 

2,7 
3.3 

74,4 

22,5 

15,2 
1.4 

2.7 

1980 

100 

24,3 

8,0 

5,1 

2.6 

3.1 

75,7 

22,1 

15,5 

1.6 

2.8 

1985 

100 

22,9 

7,4 

4.9 

2.5 

3,0 

77,1 

21,7 

15,8 

1.6 

2,8 

1990 

100 

21,6 

6,9 

4.7 

2.3 

2.8 

78,4 

21,6 

16,1 

1.8 

2.9 

1995 

100 

20,5 

6,5 

4,6 

2.2 

2.6 

79,5 

21,2 

16,4 

1.9 
2.9 

1998 p 

100 

19,9 

6,3 

4,6 

2,1 

2.5 

80,1 

20,9 

16,6 

2.0 
2.9 

1999 ' 

100 

19,7 

6,3 

4.6 
2.1 

2.4 

80,3 

20,8 

16,6 

2.0 

2.9 

Source (excl. EU-15): U.S. Bureau of the Census - International Data Base 
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