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NOTE

This edition combines external trade and balance of payments statistics for the Community,

the aim being to provide the reader with all statistical information relating to the Community's
external transactions.

Owing to different periodicities of data collection (monthly for external trade, quarterly for

balance of payments), figures for the balance of payments will appear four times a year in this
-publication.

The statistical tables will be preceeded by a concise analysis which will comment upon the
main economic trends. To this end, certain Community aggregates will be estimated if the
necessary data is available for most member states.

In the commentary on recent balance of payments developments, use will be made of the
latest information available for the main balances even if the detailed breakdown of this
information by sub-post has not yet arrived.






Foreword

Two important changes have taken place in 1988 with regard
to the collection of external trade statistics:

(i) The introduction of the Single Administrative Document,
which not only covers trade in Community goods
between Member States but is also intended to be used
for the corresponding formalities in trade with non-
member countries. This simplification of declaration pro-
cedures in the exchange of goods marks an important
step towards completion of the internal market.

(i) The simultaneous entry into force of a new goods classi-
fication known as the Combined Nomenclature (CN),
which is intended to meet Common Customs Tariff and
statistical requirements alike. This nomenciature is
based on the Harmonized Commodity Description and
Coding System (HS), whose aim is to enhance the world-
wide comparability of external trade statistics.

As a result of both these changes, customs and statistical
departments were faced with a considerable amount of work
until the procedures had been properly introduced and
tested and formed part of normal working practice.

This meant that there were delays in the forwarding of data
in all the Member States. In addition, there was bound to be
a higher quota of errors and corrections, so that the first
month’s data are not directly comparable with those of the
preceding year and therefore need to be interpreted with
caution.

Important note

In particular, it should be noted that considerable diver-
gences have arisen at subheading leve! between the Combi-
ned Nomenclature and the formerly used Nimexe, leading to
a break in the goods-related time series between 1987 and
1988. Up to December 1987 this Bulletin used the SITC Rev.
2, which was worked out using the 6-digit Nimexe, while
from January 1988 it uses the SITC Rev. 3, which has been
drawn up using the 8-digit subheadings of the Combined
Nomenclature.

As an aid to interpretation of the statistics, Eurostat has
published in Theme 6 ‘Foreign Trade, Series E: Methods’
brochures entitled ‘Nomenclature of goods, CN-Nimexe cor-
relation tables’. These provide a comparison between the old
and new nomenclatures as well as showing the links bet-
ween the Combined Nomenciature (CN) and its offshoots.

Eurostat will be glad to provide users of European statistics
with any further information or explanations they may require
with regard to these new developments.

As from October 1990 the foreign trade figures of the Federal Republic of Germany, the other Member States and of EUR 12
concern the Federal Republic of Germany as constituted from 3 October 1990.

In Tables B and C the reader will find the trade of the Federal Republic of Germany, inciuding West Berlin, as constituted

prior to 3 October 1990.
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Symbols and abbreviations used

EUR 12: Total of the EC member countries

UEBL: Belgo-Luxembourg Economic Union

DK: Denmark

D: Federal Republic of Germany
GR: Greece

E: Spain

F: France

IRL: Ireland

I: Italy

NL: Netherlands

P: Portugal

UK: United Kingdom

USA: United States of America
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Mio:
Mrd:
ECU:

Data less than half the unit used
Million
1 000 million

European currency unit

Eurostat: Statistical Office of the European Communities

SITC:

Standard International Trade Classification



Commentary and graphs

(The commentary refers to the state of the CRONOS database on 27. 11. 1992,
TREND on 27. 11. 1992.)

Available data in this issue:

EUR12| UEBL |DK| D |GR{ E | F |IRL| | {NL{ P | UK
July 1992 X X XX | X | XXX | X | X | X |X
August 1992 X X | X | X | x| X X | X X
September 1992 X X | X | X X X

(The tables refer to the state of the CRONOS database on 3. 12. 1992)

Methodological notes: See Glossarium 1992
As from the beginning of January 1988: SITC, Revision 3
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EUR 12: Total of the EC member countries

UEBL: Beigo-Luxembourg Economic Union

DK: Denmark

D: Federal Republic of Germany
GR: Greece

E: Spain

F: France

IRL: Ireland

I: Italy

NL: Netherlands

P: Portugal

UK: United Kingdom
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0: Data less than half the unit used
Mio: Million

Mrd: 1000 million

ECU: European currency unit

Eurostat: Statistical Office of the European Communities

SITC: Standard International Trade Classification
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