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THE ACP~EEC CONSULTATIVE ASSEMBLY

- whercas hunger and malnutrition are not an ineradicable biblical
gcourga, but one of the conscquences of the underdevelopment of
the countries of the Third Worid and of (he ¢xtreme poverty
suffered above all by the rural populations of thnge countries,

- wheroas the moral duty to solve the problom of hunger in the
world does not dimlnish the urgency of the problem; whereas,
on the contrary, the continuing extermination through hunger
and malnutriticen of scores of millions of human beings constitutes
a serious threat to international peace and security because of
the dangerous concentration in vast areas of the world of suffering
and misery that has not been slow and will not be slow to create
an explosive situation,

- convinced of the need to make it obligatory to intervene in cases
where failure to do so would be tantamount to failure to come to
the assistance of a person in danger and that the right of peoples
to self-determination cannot and must not bc construed as a right
of governments arbitrarily to decide the fate of their peoples,

1., Reaffirms that the right to bhe free from hunger is an inalienable
right of the human being; declares that 1t is the duty of the
Buropean Community to contribute to the effoctive exercime ¢! this
right by al! mankind, as af fjumed in the 'Pact on economie, social
and cultural rights', adopted on 16 December 1966 and ratifled by
many of the governments of the international community;

2, solemnly requests the Council, the Commission and the governments of the
Member States of the Community:
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(a) to make the elimination of hunger and malnutrition the primary
objective of the entire development cooperation policy,

{(b) to adapt, at the very next meceting of the ACP-EEC Council of
Ministers, the technical and financial cooperation machinery
provided for by the Second Convention of Lomé to the objective

specified in point {a) 1 conjunctiop with the ACY countries;

{(¢) to direct the entire Community effort, within the framework of
the global North-Scuth regotiations scheduled for January 1981
in New York, towards attaining the chjective specified in
point (a);

3, consldars the principal coursce of the present extermination of
populations through hunger and malnutrition to be the absence in
the governments of the 'rich' countries and many of the developing
countries of the political determination needed to tackle the problem
by means of a package of practical and coordinated meagures capable
of increasing agricultural and food production in the developing
countries ahd of securing a more balanced international market,
greater price stability and an improvement in the purchasing power
of the populations suffering extreme poverty;

4, Congiders the elimination of hunger and malnutrition to be the
central problem facing the international community; accordingly
calls upon the Council, the Commission, the nine Community countries,
all the other Eastern aﬁd Western industrjalized countries and the
oil-producing countries to step up their efforts to secure a doubling
or a tripling of harvest yiclds in the tropical and sub-tropical ragiona,
whore death from starvation is o daily reality, in order to achieve
the obijective of selt-sufficlancy in food supplies for ihe individual
and for the population as 4 whole;

5. considers that military expenditure and exports of arms should'be
among the primary sources {rom which the 0.7% for development aid
is found; therefore invites the Commission to study the practical
possibilities of setting up at European level a 'VAT against hunger'
on the territory of the nine Mcmber States and to submit a report
within six months of the adoption of this resolution;
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6.

Utges the Memboer Staten ol the FREC to alttain the obiject ive ol
contributing at least 0.7% of the GNP in publie development aid
by 1981 and 1% by 1990 by means of a system of binding deadlines
agreed at Community level; .

also invites the Member States to allocate, this year, the
difference between their present contribution to public
development aid and the rate laid down in United Nations General
Assembly resolution No. 2626 (0.7%) to special measures to combat
hunger and malnutrition coordinated at Community level;

7. Urges the Council, the Commission and the governments of the

Member Stales to accord priorvity (n their pubiic development

atd to:

= the {inancing ol projects to reduce poverty and hunger hy
increasing the production of foodstuifls for internal consumption,
especially in the less-developed countries,

- the financing of energy sources and mineral resources;

L vmasten cunions +

8. Is concerned at the growing indebtednesn of the ACP countries which

are simultaneously hit by the crises in the food and energy sectors
and the general economic crisis;

..+ hopes therefore that the negotiations on the guidelines for

the reorganization of the international public debt by the countries
concerned will be concluded as quickly as possible and in keeping

with the general principles adoptoed by the UNCIAD Trade and Development
Board in resolution 165 (S-~1X} of 11 March 1978;

the following special measures should be taken:

- the parties concerned will give consideration to writing off the
debts, both public and piivate, of the 2% poorest and least-developed
countries, and an international compensation organization will
intervene to oftiset the more important losses sufiered by the
creditor countries;

- the automatic writing-off of debts will form part of lending
agreements in order to protect the developing countries concerned
from any unforeseen deterioration in external corditions outside

their control;
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9. Considers that wiriting il thwe debts of all the less-{favoured
developing countries could make good the shortfall in public financial
aid for development until the donor countries comply in full with the
obligation to contribute at least 0.7% of their GNP; in other words,

a vountry which currenily contributes only 0.3% in public development
aid should each year cancel a proportion of its credit to the less-
favoured countries equivalent to the difference between what it
contributes and what it should contribute;

10. nsiders that, in addition to the {inancial organizations for
dovelopment cooperation which already exist, therc should be an
international institution solely to help the poorest peoples and
countries and that it should not be dependent on contributions from
individual states;
hopes therefore that a World Development Fund, as described in the
Brandt report, should be set up with the power to take binding
decisions, this power to be shared equally by industrialized countries
and developing countries;
this ¥und should be financed from an 'international development tax'’
on international trade, and particularly the trade in arme, on arms
production, on the exploitation of the marine resources of the
oceans and on the other riches held in common by mankind;
furthermore, all countries, and in particular those states having
nu..ear weapons and other countries with large-scale military
forces, should gradually reduce their military spending by common
agreement and reinvest the money at present spent on armaments

in the campaign aguinst extermination through hunger and malnutrition;

11. Feels that self-sufficiency in food for as many ACP countries as
possible is the primary objective in eliminating mass hunger and
malnutrition; the capacity of the ACP food-importing countries to cover
their own reguirements must therefore be strengthened by stimulating
their agricultural development;

12. Calis on every industirialized country thal has not already done so
to undartake to provide a minimum of 0.i5% of its GNP in public aid
to the least-developed countries by 1985 and 0.20% by the end of the
decade;

13. Wishes to seo the creation of & programnme of emergency action and medium
and long-texrm measures in favour of the areas of absolute poverty
in Africa and Asia; the programme should provide additional aid amounting
to $ 4,000 million per annum over the next two decades in the form of
grants or:other types of assistance to underwrite projects concerned with

regional planning, eradicating the diseases most closely connected
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with poverty, improving conditionz of aygiene ano ui. quality of
drinking water, reafforestation, the develcpment of soclar energy,
prospecting for oil and minerals, and investment in industry, transport
and infrastructures;

14. Regards with interest the adoption by the ACP countries of
suitable food strategies at local, national and regional level;
considers that the Community should support these strategies and,
in particular, calls on the Council and Commission tos

- provide appropriate financial assistance based, inter alia, on
multiannual financing measures and financing provided jointly
with Member States or international organizations;

- guarantee the technical aid needed to enable the AZP
countries concerned to define and implement their own food
gstrategies;

=~ include rural development cooperation {above all in connection
with the programming of aid) in the ACP. . countries' food
strategies;

15. conslders

- that increased production or a dgreater volume of food aid will not
be sufficient to overcome the problem of hungar; the principal
cauge is the poverty of the populations 1t afflicts, particularly
those in the countryside: it therefore understands that, while the
food may be there, the people may not have the meoney to buy it,
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16.

17,

18.

19.

that 8 gystem ol divect qrante to Lhe ptarving in the furm of the
allocation and rationing of locally produced food is the road to

be explored in the hope of finding a solution to the problem,

that one of the most important duties of the international
community will be to support projects providing food aid to
consumers and other schemes for direct distribution on a wide
scale as a means of increasing food production by boosting

consumption amongst the poorest and most hungry

Draws attention to the invaluable role played by training and
education and calls on the Community to glve priority to programmes
and practical schemes concerned with vocational training in relation
to economic development and the campaign against hunger and mal-
nutrition in the developing countriea; in particular finance

should be made available for a system of intermediate and speciaiized
technical schooling since this is the sector which is least adequate;
the Community's delegations in the ACP would seem the most suitable
centres for giving the necessary stimulus and finance to this end

as well as any technical and logistic support which may be needed;

Requests the Council and Commission to cooperate with the ACP
countries within the institutions operating under the Second Lomé
Convention with a view to attaining an acceptable level of health
in the associated developing countries by the time the Convention
has expired; asks in particular that an adequate first aid system
Should be set up as the nucleus of a more general system of health
care including improvements in nutrition, living standards and the

most egsenctial infrastructures;

Considers that the problems of population growth in many ACP
countries exacerbate the pressures on food supplies and other
regources and therefore calls for greater support by the European
Community as such, and by the Member States, to countries requesting
agsistance in the field of health and family planning, such
asgistance to be given either through bllateral aid programmes

or by increased contributions to multilateral aid agancies such

as the World llealth Organization and the United Natione Fund for
Population Activities:

Calls upon the Council and Commission to study, in consultation

with the ACP countries, an early warning project for the prevention
of famine capable of contributing in good time to the material relief
of the populations concerned;
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21.

22.

23,

24.

Draws attention to the vast quantities of food which are lost

after the harvests, 10% of cereals and 30% of fruit and vegetables

according to the fiqures of the World Food Council,and requests
the ACP-EEC Council of Ministers:

(a) in the context of rural development cooperation policy,
to provide for practical measures designed to improve
harvesting techniques and the arrangements for storage

and conservation, particularly with regard to cereals,

(b) to introduce ad hoc training programmes to help ensure

that use is made of these measures on a2 large scale, and

(c) .to study an overall plan to combat trypanosomiasis;

Asks the Commission to consider the posyibility of inverting
the existing ratio between the quantities set aside for food
aid and those for emergency food afid with the aim not so much
of contributing to the equilibrium of lhe balance of payments
of the countries receivin' 'normal' food aid, but of being able
to intervene effectively to help the peoples directly concerned

when an emergency arises;

Deplores the fact that securicy of food supplies in the
developing countries is geriously threatened by the problems
existing in the storage of food, transport and infrastructure
and calls upon the Council and the Commission to act in close
contact with the governments of the ACP countries to ensure that
food aid is used to reguldte the market and is stored in the

countries concerned:

Notes the dimparity between the 'supply' of Community products
whici. ave often mere market surplumes, and the needs of the
countrics receiving food aid and stresses the need for Community
aid to be better adapted to the food requirements of the peoples
concerned; calls upon the Council and Commission to make more
regular use of ‘'triangular operations' and to cooperate with the
ACP countries, with the logistic support of the FAQ, in the
creation of reqgional or sub-reqgional food reserves, so as to
facilitate the purchase ot food stucks in countries closest to

the countries receiving aid;

Requests the Commission to draw up plans for an efficient
distribution network by arrangement with the authorities of the
developing countrics and examine the possibility of converting,
in response tc local needs, the military vehicles (ground, sea

and air) of the armed forces of the nine Mamber States into a
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25.

logistic force for transporting food and other types of aid.
This 'task force against hunger' would transport aid rapidly
free of international freight charges and see to its dis-
tribution in the recipient country in cases of extreme urgency
or particular gravity. The personnel should be trained by
(unarmed) troops from the engineers, the medical corps angd

the catering corps and should be put at the disposal of an

ad hoc Commission division.

Requests the Commission to study the possiblity of considerably
strengthening the Community's delegations in the ACP and other
developing countries with volunteer workers; particular thought
should be given to setting up a 'civilian service against hunger'
as an alternative to military service open to conscientious
objectors in the nine Member States and coordinated at Community
level; asks the Commission to present a report within six months
of the adoption of the present resolution;
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26.

27.

28.

29,

10.

1.

33.

Requesls the Commission to mobilize sufficient additional resources
without delay to save the millions of men, women and children
condemned to death through starvation; asks for the appropriations
under the food aid and emergency food aid chapter of the EEC budget
for the 1981 financial year to be brought up to a level equivalent
to a contribution by the Community and the Member States of

2.5 million tonnes;

Asks further that the Community contribute immediately to raising
the appropriation laid down in the World Food Programme (WFP) by
one thousand million dollars:

Regqueats the Council, the Commigsion and the Mamber States to speed
up the negotiations on the creation of a new International Convention
on Food Aid so as to raise the appropriation to a minimum of

10 million tonnes immediately, 18 million in 1985 and a minimum of

20 million in 1990;

Requests that, at the forthcoming ¢lobal North-South neqotiations,

for which agenda the Community has proposed the inclusion of an itaem

'Food', the Community should make a numbar of positive offerm, in

particular:

-~ additional technical aid for the preparation of food strategies:

-~ propose the figure of 500,000 tonnes of cereals as an immediate
objective for the emergency food reserve and also proposes that
an international conference be called as socon as possible to
quarantee a minimum reserve of 500,000 tonnea of cereals each year
and at the same time plan a progressive increase in the reserve
which will be legally binding; '

~ a financial facility for food aid;

- an emergency plan for food crises:

Reminds the Commission and the Council of the obligation on all the
industrialized countries to respect the undertakings given within
UNCTAD and other international organizations and particularly the
ban on new trade restrictions or the strengthening of existing

measures to discourage imports from developing countries;

Agks the Commission to make an analysis of the coat of the common
agricultural policy and its economic and commercial repercussions
on the ACP countries and their export potential; requests it to

gsubmit a reporE within six months of the adoption of the present

reasolut ion;

Agks the Community to redircct the common agiicultural policy to take

account. of the urqgent need to eliminate hunger and malrutrition;

Congiders’ that the Generalized System of Preferences must be improved

and reviewed with the aim of extending 1ts period of validity, making

-9 . Cca/130



it legally binding, simplifying its procedures and making it universally
applicable both as regards products and as regards countriea;

34, Calls on the Community also to digcontinue any measurem likely
adversely to affect the developing countries®' efforts to strengthen
economic cooperation and diversify their production structures; the
EEC should also support the ACP countries' marketing companies and

foster the preferential agreements concluded by these countries among
themselves:;

3%. Stresses that the Tokyo Round agreement an non-tariff barriers must
be tmmediately implemented by tho states that signed it and, in
particular, by the nine Community Menber States,

Calls upon the Council and the Commigsion to propose other measures
aimed at eliminating by 1990 all the other non-tariff barriers to

imports from the developing countries;'

36. Decides that it will draw up an economic charter of human rights under
the terms of which any Community or non-Cammunity multinational company
that flouts the conditions set out below in any of the ACP countries
in which it operates would be deprived by the Communitv of the right
to import into the Community as such the products it manufactures in
the ACP or, in the case of particularly serious infringements, would
be denied the right of establishment in Europe:

(a) purchase of raw materials and basic products at a
high price, the minimum price to be fixed by the EEC

in such a way as to reduce the chances of a deterioration
in the terms of trade, ‘

(b) reinvestment of profits in the countries in which they

were made, .

{(¢) respect for trade union and political freedoms, no matter
where,

(d) acceptance of international standards established by the

International Labour Office as regards working conditions,

(e) a ban on salaries lower than the average world salaries
paid by the multinationals themselves;

37. Calls upon the Council and Commigsion todraw up a joint poaition of

tho member countriea in the energy asctor

- granting top priority to the ﬁaximum use of conventional energy
sources, renewable or otherwise (animal and vegetable waste,
charcoal, wood, wind and solar energy) which currently cover most
of the energy needs of the ACP;
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38.

- contrinuting to the croation of & woria rescarch fund in the
energy sector, within the framework of tha U, to finance
projects for prospecting for new oil fields and mineral

deposits and proijects ior the use of rerewable eneryy sources;
e

- laying down an energy assistance plan for the less-developed
countries studying in particular the possibility of setting up
a double market for al prices for these countriss: the short-
fall in income for the producer countrias cauld he reimbursad
in part by an international compensation office set up uaing a
proportion of the funds for public developmaent aid-

-~ providing for a genera’ moratorium on the use and production of

nuclear energy .r. the ACP countries;

Urges the Council, the Commission and the Governments of the Nine to
comply with the commitments aimed at the practical implementation of
the Strategy for tve Third Development Decade and to make the results

of global North-Seouth negotiations legally binding.

- to take the initiative of calling an international conference on
the abolition of hunger and malnutrition if the global negotiations

do not reach a positive outcome by the first half of 1981;

- to call immediately for a meeting of the Security Council of the
United Nations on the question of world hunger which, as it
constitutes a serious threat to international peace and security,
ig fully within the competence of the Council under Article 24 of
the UN Charter:

Pursuant to that Article and Article 25 the Security Council, on the
baucis of the theory of 'residual powers' granted to the Council by

the International Court of Justice, should: -

~ enaure that international resolutions on the problem of hunger
in the worl:d adopted unanimously or by a consensus of all the
members of the international community be given legally binding

force and made effeclive immediately;

- instruct the Secretary-ceneral of the UN to take steps to ensure
the drafting and swift implementation of a plan, in concert with
the specialized international bodies and the member states to
transfer by 1981 the sums allocated to arms expenditure by the
individual member states to the financing of the world fund for
the abolition of hunger and malnutricion which the Council could

set up if other bodies failed to do so;
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- ensure that the results of the global North-South negotiations,
the Conference on the abolition of hunger and the Conference on
the less-favoured countries, to be held in 1981, are given legally

binding force and rendered immediately operative;

- ingtruct the Secretary-General of the UN to set up and bring into
operation immediately, under the responsibility of the Council
itself, an international army to combat hunger, with the aim of
guarantesing the immediate physical survival of those who are or
will be in danger of death from hunger and malnutrition; this
'UN hunger force', unarmed, would operate under the orders of the
UN, but would be set up by decrees mobilizing military or cther
organizations, national or international;

Ingtructas its President to forward this resolution to the ACP~EEC
Council of Ministers, the ACP-EEC Committee of Ambassadors, the
Council and Commisegion of the Eurpean Communities and the Secretary-
General of the United Nations,
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