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particular ISDN and public digital mobile 
networks); 

(iv) A proposal for a two-year plan of action on 
the security of information systems. 

International aspects 

Another aspect of the Community's informa­
tion and communications technology strategy 
is that the Community should prove its cohe­
sion and stand up for its own interests in as 
united a fashion as possible, in particular in 
the context of its bilateral relations with the 
United States and Japan, and in international 
settings such as GATT (General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade), ISO (International 
Organization for Standardization), ITU (Inter­
national Telecommunications Union), etc. 

After 1992 the Community intends to remain 
open, as it has always been, not only in order 
to comply with the principles of free trade but 
also because it is in its interests to do so: it is 
the world's leading trading power. However, as 
President Delors put it, the Europe of 1993 
'will not be given away: The Community's 
policy is accordingly to ensure compliance with 
GATT rules and disciplines, while developing 
bilateral contacts with the United States and 
Japan in order to establish a balanced and ac­
ceptable relationship with these two partners. 

Contacts with the United States are very fre­
quent, both at the level of Commission and 
Community officials and, in the Member 
States, at ministerial level. Since 1982 a yearly 
'round table' has been held between the US 
Secretary of State and several of his colleagues, 
on the one side, and the Commission President 
and the Commission Members concerned, on 
the other, to review all aspects of EC-US rela­
tions. To reinforce these links it was decided in 
1988 to hold regular meetings between the US 
Under-Secretary of State responsible for 
economic relations and the Commission's 
Director-General for external relations. An in­
creasing 'amount of dialogue is also to be seen 
at the level of European political cooperation. 

During a visit to Washington in March 1990, 
Commission Vice-President Pandolfi proposed 
five priority areas for R&D cooperation with 
the United States, one of which was informa­
tion technology. 

The Community has established and deepened 
a political dialogue with Japan by regular 
meetings held in the context of European 
political cooperation. It is trying to encourage 
Japan to integrate more into the world 
economy and to assume the responsibilities of 
a major economic power. The Community is 
insisting that Japan reduce its dependence on 
exports and move towards an economy based 
on internal demand, with all the structural 
reforms, opening of markets and interna­
tionalization that that requires. Japan has to 
be persuaded to increase its imports on a 
lasting basis and to reduce its surpluses. 

However, the structural trade imbalances 
observed cannot be redressed quickly. Under 
these circumstances the Community considers 
it all the more important to stick to the 
generally recognized multilateral negotiating 
rules and mechanisms - particularly within 
GATT - founded on the general principle of 
reciprocity. This is why it protested against the 
agreement on semiconductors concluded be­
tween Japan and the US in 1986. It asked for a 
GATT panel to be set up and its views were 
substantiated by the conclusions the panel 
delivered in 19 8 8. 

An important area in which the Community 
forcefully affirms its cohesion is telecom­
munications. At the World Administrative 
Telegraph Conference, held in Melbourne in 
December 1988, it adopted a joint position 
which stated that the Member States of the 
EC would apply international rules on 
telecommunications in accordance with their 
obligations under the Treaty establishing the 
EC. During the conference the Commission 
also obtained observer status at the interna­
tional Telecommunications Union (ITU). The 
Community presents a united position in 
negotiations on services within the Uruguay 



Round of GATT talks. The aim of the negotia­
tions is to apply rules comparable to the GATT 
rules on goods to services. Telecommunications 
play a major part in these negotiations, 
because many services depend on them. 

Given the progressive establishment of a Euro­
pean telecommunications area, the Commis­
sion is also following various issues being 
discussed within the International Telegraph 
and Telephone Consultative Committee 
(CCITT) and the International Radio Con­
sultative Committee (CCIR). 

Another example which demonstrates the 
Community's determination to speak with a 
single voice concerns standardization in the 
field of high-definition television: in December 
1989 the Council adopted a decision which 
provides for the Member States to take com­
mon action to promote the European 1250/50 
standard. 

Following the recent changes in the East Euro­
pean countries and the development of rela­
tions between the EFTA countries and the 
European Community, in June 1990 the Com­
mission adopted a communication on coopera-

tion with ·non-member countries in the field of 
science and technology. The communication 
describes the cooperation activities already 
being undertaken with other countries, 
including the newly industrialized countries 
and the developing countries; it also proposes a 
set of principles and guidelines for future Com­
munity policy in this field. In June 1990 the 
Commission also adopted a communication on 
the role of telecommunications in the develop­
ment of relations with the countries of Central 
and Eastern Europe. In December 1990 the 
Council adopted, on the basis of the com­
munication, a series of conclusions in accord­
ance with which the Commission will be able 
to play a major role, at the request of the 
countries concerned, in liaison with other 
bodies, in various fields including: 

(i) the establishment of new organizational 
structures which are more open to competition, 

(ii) active participation in European standardi­
zation procedures, 

(iii) improvements to telecommunications 
networks. 
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