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It is worth making the point here that the prestige of the Community system is not determined

solely by the staff working in Angers. Those employed by the examination offices, who carry out

DUS testing on the Office's behalf, are also important interlocutors for applicants whilst the proce-

dure for granting plant variety rights is under way. lt is vital fcr the examination offices to work well

if the Community system is also to work well. Happily, all the offices working for the Community

Plant Variety Office meet very exacting standards as regards quality.
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THE COMMUNITY PTANT VARIETY RIGHTS SYSTEM

On 27 April 1995, the substantive and

procedural parts of Council Regulation

(EC) No 2100194 (hereafter 'the basic

regulation) came into force intro-

ducing a Community plant variety

protection system. Prior to that date, a

breeder seeking protection for a new

variety in the whole of the territory of

the European Union was obliged to

make separate applications in each

individual Member State. Now, on the

basis of a single application to the Community Plant Variety Office (hereafter'the Office), a breeder

may be granted protection guaranteeing him exclusive exploitation rights for his variety throughout

the EU.

The new system is not intended to replace, or even harmonise, national systems but rather to exist

alongside them as an alternative; indeed, it is not possible for the owner of a variety simultaneously

to exploit a Community plant variety right (CPVR) and a national right or patent in relation to that

variety. Where a CPVR already exists in relation to a variety, any national right or patent granted for

that variety will be ineffective. Where a CPVR is granted in relation to a variety for which a national

right or patent has already been granted, the national right or patent is rendered ineffective for the

duration of the CPVR.

On receipt of an application for a CPVR, the Office must establish that the variety is novel and that

it satisfies the criteria of distinctness, uniformity and stability (DUS). The Office may arrange for a

technical examination to determine DUS, to be carried out by the competent offices in Member

States or by other appropriate agencies outside the European Community. In order to avoid unnec-

essary duplication of work, where such a technical examination is being, or has already been,

carried out in relation to a variety for official purposes, the Office may, subject to certain conditions,

accept the results of that examination.

Anyone may lodge an oblection to the grant of a CPVR with the Office, in writing and within speci-

fied time limits. The grounds for objection are restricted to allegations either that the conditions laid

down in Articles 7 to I I of the basic regulation are not met (distinctness, uniformity, stability,

novelty, or entitlement), or that the proposed variety denomination is unsuitable due to one of the

impediments listed in Article 65. Oblectors become parties to the application proceedings and are

entitled to access to relevant documents.

Except in two specific instances where a direct action against a decision of the Office may be

brought before the Court of Justice of the European Communities, a right of appeal against such a

decision lies with a board of appeal consisting of a chairman, appointed by the Administrative

Council, and two other members selected by the chairman from a list compiled by the Council. The

addressee of a decision, or another person to whom its content is of direct and individual concern,



may appeal against it. After examining the appeal, the board may exercise any power within the

competence of the Office or remit the case to the Office, which is bound by the board's decision.

Actions may be brought before the Court of Justice against decisions of the board.

Once granted, the duration of a CPVR is 25 years, or 50 years in the case of potato, vine and tree

varieties. These periods may be extended by legislation for a further five years in relation to specific

genera or species. The effect of a CPVR is that certain specified activities in relation to variety

constituents or harvested material of the newly protected variety require the prior authorisation of

the holder of the right. This authorisation may be made subject to conditions and limitations.

Infringement of a CPVR entitles the holder of the right to commence civil proceedings against the

perpetrator of the infringement.

Registers, which are open to public inspection, contain details of all applications received, and all

CPVRs granted, by the Office. Every two months, the Office publishes its Gazette of the Community

Plont Voriety Office which also provides this information, as well as other material.
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TH E ADHIIN ISTRATIVE COU NCI L

The European Commission does not

The Office is accountable to an Administrative Council

composed of one representative from each Member State

and one from the European Commission and their

deputies. The Administrative Council may be assisted by

advisers or experts and may invite observers to attend its

meetings which must be held once a year and, in addition,

on the initiative of the chairman or at the request of the

European Commission or one third of the Member States.

Certain decisions of the Administrative Council are taken

by a simple malority of Member States, each of which has

one vote, while others require a three-quarters' majority

have a vote.

The Administrative Council monitors the activities of the Office. In pafticular, it is responsible for the

examination of the management report of the President, the adoption of the budget of the Office

(and the provision of a discharge to the President in respect of its implementation), the appoint-

ment of the financial controller of the Office and the adoption of an internal financial regulation for

the Office. In addition, it may provide advice, establish rules on working methods within the Office

and issue guidelines on technical examinations, committees of the Office and general matters.

In January 1999, the Administrative Council wrote a letter to the European Parliament in which it

explained why it could not put its signature to a code of conduct relating to the budgetary proce-

dure of the Office proposed by the European Parliament. The Administrative Council took the view

that the proposed code of conduct did not take into account the wholly self{inancing character of

the Office, nor the specific legislative provisions already governing its budgetary procedure under

which the Administrative Council is charged with responsibility for budgetary propriety. The Admin-

istrative Council left open the way for the signature of a code of conduct better adapted to the

particular financial circumstances of the Office.

The Administrative Council met three times in 1999, on 7 and 8 April, 28 and 29 September and

l3 and 14 December.

At the April meeting, the accounts for 1998 were presented, the draft budget for 2000 was intro-

duced and rules implementing the internal financial regulation of the Office were adopted. The text

of the proposed amendment of the fees regulation (to reduce certain fees charged by the Office)

was adopted and sent to the European Commission for initiation of the legislative process.

At the September meeting, a draft decision establishing rules on working methods of the Office in

relation to public access to documents was adopted. The Administrative Council also voted in favour

of sending to the European Commission a proposed redraft of Article 29 of the basic regulation

taking account of changes required in consequence of Article l2 of the biotechnology directive. The

'in/out' principle, whereby fees for technical examinations received from applicants are simply paid

over to examination offices in their entirety regardless of the actual cost of those examinations, was
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formally extended until ll December 1999. The derogation granted to Denmark in relation to the

DUS testing of poinsettias was extended for the same period. The Administrative Council was

informed that applicants would be able to make use of charge accounts held by the Office with

effect from I January 2000.

At the December meeting, the Administrative Council discharged the President in relation to the

implementation of the 1998 budget and the 2000 budget was adopted. The Administrative Council

took note of the schedule proposed by

the Office regarding the cost calcula-

tion project whereby the 'in/out' prin-

ciple should come to an end by

5l December 2000. The Administrative

Council urged the Office to try to give

priority to this matter. A new system of

technical committees within the Office

was also presented.

In addition, various technical matters

were discussed, including the designa-

tion of new examination offices, the redrafting of the technical questionnaires, the guidelines on

variety denominations, the novelty of inbred lines and the controversial issue of so-called

'biopiracy'.

President of the Administrative Council: Mr Louis Van Eylen (Belgium)

Members of the Administrative Council
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Eelgium

Mr L. Van Eylen

Mrs F. Bedoret

Denmark

Mr H.J. Andersen

Mrs G. Tarp

Germany

Mr R. J6rdens

Mr H.-W Rutz

Greece

Mr M. Gavras

Mr T. Kastrissios

Ffance

Mr F. Heux

(until 28 September 1999)

Mr B. Mathon

(from 28 September 1999)

Ms N. Bustin

lreland

Mr J. Carvill

Mr D. Coleman

Italy

Mrs G. Morelli Gradi

Mr P. Mainolfi

Ihe Netherlands

Mr C. Van Der Lely

Mr C. Van Winden

Aus!ria

Mr H. Etz

Mr H.-P Zach

Portugal

Mr C. Pereira Godinho

Mrs M.-T. Canilho

Finland

Mr A. Vuori

Sweden

Mr E. Westerlind

Mrs K. Lorin

(until 28 September 1999)

Ms M. Sj0blom

(from 28 September 1999)

United Kingdom

Mr D. Boreham

Mrs K. Fox

Spain Luxembourg

Mr M. Fernandez De Gorostiza Mr M. Wevland

Mr L. Salaices Mr C. Conter
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THE STAFF OF TI-I[ OTTICE

The Office's official relocation from Brussels to Angers on I August 1997 gave rise to numerous

changes in its human resources: in the final months of tggz and during 1998, contracts were termi-

nated, staff transferred, and agency, auxiliary and temporary agents recruited.

The staff in 1999

In order to deal with the increasing

number of applications for protection

received by the Office, and the scope

of the technical, administrative and

financial tasks incumbent upon its

departments, the Office was obliged to

add to its staff and to organise recruit-

ment several times in 1999.

The establishment plan in the 1999

budget, adopted by the Administrative

Council at its meeting of 16 and tZ December 1998, provided for 27 posts for temporary agents and

5 for auxiliary agents.

In January 1999, the Office's staff comprised only 20 temporary agents, 4 auxiliary agents and

agency staff. In all, l0 nationalities from the European Union's Member States were by then repre-

sented on the Office's staff.

Following the decisions taken by the Office's Administrative Council on permanent posts, the Presi-

dent of the Office initiated the process of organising competitions for permanent posts during 1999.

The competitions will take place in the first six months of 2000 and in 2001.

In December 1999, the Office's staff comprised ZA temporary agents, l auxiliary agent and agency

staff. In all, ll nationalities from the European Union's Member States were represented.

Organisation of the Otfice

Under the general direction of its President, the Office is organised internally in three main units.

. The Technical Unit is responsible for the administrative and technical management of the

Community plant variety protection system. lts principal tasks are the following: general coordi-

nation of the various technical sectors of the Community protection system; reception and veri-

fication of applications for protection; organisation of technical examinations and technical

checks on site; maintenance of the register; purchase of existing technical reports; organisation

of variety denomination examinations; preparation for granting of protection titles; production of

official technical publications; relations with applicants, national offices and the sector's interna-

tional organisations; active participation in international committees of technical experts; and

cooperation in the development of technical analyses and studies intended to improve the

system.



The Personnel, Administration and Finances Unit manages the Office in the following three

sections:

- Administrative section: awarding

of contracts for goods, services or

works in compliance with Com-

munity procedures; conclusion,

administration and management

of contracts; organisation of Com-

munity publications; administra-

tion, management and monitor-

ing of the Office's inventory of

movable property and buildings;

administration of requirements in

logistical, office automation, computing and operational resources with a view to ensuring the

smooth functioning of the Office.

- Financial section: commitment, validation, authorisation and payment of expenditure, and, in

particular, that relating to technical matters; recovery of revenue, mainly relating to fees;

reimbursement of undue sums; administration of the Office's bank accounts, reserve funds

and cash position; maintenance of the budget and general accounting; preparation of budgets

and financial documents.

- Personnel section: recruitment, administration and management of the Office's human

resources; administration concerning the regulations governing the Office's board of appeal;

training; organisation of the Office's Administrative Council meetings; organisation of

missions; reimbursement of technical experts; etc.

. The legal Unit furnishes legal advice to the President and other Office units mainly on technical

matters, but also on questions of an administrative nature. The unit provides legal interpretations

and opinions and also draws up draft regulations. lt actively participates in the various meetings

of experts and in the Consultative Committee on Purchases and Contracts, thus ensuring that

Community procedures are respected. lt is responsible for the administration of disputed files,

organising sessions of the Office's board of appeal, etc. lt also provides a response to any legal

question put to the Office by any directly interested third party.

In addition, an lT team was set up in the second half of 1998. lt ensures that the Office runs

smoothly in computing terms. lts tasks include: analysis of the Office's hardware and software

requirements; design, development and installation of new programs specific to the Office such as

PVR (plant variety rights), Sl2 (budget compatibility system), a specific invoicing system and a

system for administering charge accounts; installation of standard programs; maintenance of the

computer installation and its administration; the computer system's security; the help desk; and

interinstitutional cooperation in computing.

Finally, the fundions of financial controller are performed by the European Commission's Direc-

torate-General for Financial Control, and the board of appeal is convened as and when appeals are

referred to the Office.
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Staff training

With a view to maintaining and increasing the skills of its serving agenb, the Office has developed

a policy of continuing training in languages, and occasional training in more specialised subiects.

Most agents had the opportunity to take advantage of this training during 1999.

Integration and social activities

To facilitate integration of the families of non-francophone agents employed by the Office, language

courses were organised for their members. In addition, several members of the families of agents

of the Office joined together to set up, in conjunction with other undertakings, a non-profit-making

organisation to facilitate the settting in and integration of non-French nationals in Angers (Angers

International Welcome)
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THE FINANCIAT

SITLJATION

lmplementation of the 1999 budget and financial analysis

O Revenue

The Office's revenue basically comprises various fees paid by applicants for Community plant

variety rights, proceeds from the sale of the Office's official publications, and any subsidies, interest

on bank accounts and reimbursement of VAT. The total revenue collected in 1999, not including the

cumufated reserve fund of EUR 4 993789, was EUR 7 292843.64, and revenue still outstanding

amounted to EUR 22 844.24.

The principal types of revenue collected in 1999 break down as follows.

. Fees

The total amount for fees for 1999 was EUR 6 387 976. This sum is divided as follows:

EUR I 968 000 in application fees, EUR I 292 100 in examination fees, EUR 512 975 in report fees,

EUR 2 760 500 in annualfees, EUR 27 000 in surcharges, EUR ll 025 in sales of reports, EUR 3 000

in appeal fees and EUR l5 575 in miscellaneous fees.

. Miscellaneous revenue

Miscellaneous revenue totalled EUR 109 843.41. This amount mainly comprises revenue from sales

of the official gazette of the Office, reimbursement of a provision by the Translation Centre and the

rent collected from leasing part of the premises acquired by the Office.

. Revenue derived from the administrative operation of the Office

This revenue, deriving from VAT reimbursements from Member States, reimbursement of sums paid

but not due and collection of insurance claims, amounted to EUR 2ll 0ll.l5, EUR 200 864.74 ot

which is accounted for by VAT reimbursements.

. Gifts and bequests

The French authorities'contribution in 1999 to the purchase and fitting-out of the Office's perma-

nent seat was EUR 577 279.30. The remainder of this contribution will be received in 2000, when

the Office effects payment for the work still in progress.

. Extra-budgetary revenue

The total for extra-budgetary revenue was EUR 557 340.34, of which EUR 526 309.12 is accounted

for by cancellation of 1998 carry-over appropriations for technical expenditure not used at



3l December 1999. The financial regulation, which does not allow appropriations to be carried over

for more than one year, will be amended in order to avoid having to reopen, at the start of each

financial year, financial commitments for new appropriations for the year.

The remaining EUR l6 285.50 corresponds to a write-back of provisions for social security contri-

butions established in 1995, 1996 and I997 and not used.

O Expenditure

The year 1999 saw the consolidation of various investments made in human resources, and the

conversion of purchased buildings and administrative, computing and office infrastructure.

Whereas the total amount of recorded expenditure for 1998 was ECU 4 219 953.82, in 1999 it was

EUR 3 701 837.64.

However, the total amount of recorded expenditure and appropriation carry-overs for 1999 was

EUR 6 763 323.63.

. Staff expenditure

The total amount of staff expenditure was EUR 2 550 659.64. Under the items relating to the calcu-

lation of salaries, almost 90 o/o of the budget estimates were applied.

. Expenditure on buildings and movable property and miscellaneous operating expenditure

The total amount of this expenditure was EUR 2 051 072.02, comprising EUR 524 873.50 in recorded

expenditure and EUR I 526 198.52 in carry-overs of appropriations.

The principal points are as follows.

. For buildings: financial commitments for contracts and agreements concluded for the conversion

of the new premises, which for the most part will be implemented in 2000. They involved a total

amount of EUR I 435 848.40.

Expenditure on computer hardware was EUR 25 650.19, with a carry-over of EUR 21 249.79.The

expansion of the staff and obsolescence of some of the hardware necessitated replacement of

paft of the computing equipment and constant improvement of its security.

Correspondence and telecommunications costs were EUR 54 727.16, to which appropriation

carry-overs of EUR 61 091.55 are added. These include Internet costs, telephone, use of faxes,

postal mail and express messenger services.

Expenses for meetings of technical experts and sessions of the Administrative Council totalled

EUR 95 615.29, to which are added appropriation carry-overs of EUR 50 793.16 for the meetings

held in December 1999.

. Operational expenditure

The total amount of this expenditure was EUR 2 161 591.97, comprising EUR 677 212.58 in recorded

expenditure and EUR 1 484 379.39 in appropriation carry-overs.

The principal points are as follows.

. Regarding technical examinations of varieties, it is important to highlight the special way in which

the budget item covering payments made to national examination offices appointed for this
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purpose functions. Appropriations are committed as and when examinations are organised with

each institution. Invoicing does not take place until the following year; that is during the second

year following the appropriation commitments. This means that the amount of the appropriation

carry-overs (EUR I 258 651.60) is much greater than the total payments actually made during the

year (EUR sOs 190.94).

. By contrast, appropriations carried over from 1998 and not used for technical examinations,

amounting to EUR 492 072.25, were cancelled on 3l December 1999; they have had to be recon-

stituted, together with the related financial commitments, in the 2000 budget.

. This situation repeats itself yearly, involving increasingly substantial sums. An amendment to the

financial regulation to permit funds set aside for payment of the examination offices to be carried

over for several years should be in effect by January 2001.

. The observations made above concerning technical examinations also apply to expenditure on

technical repofts. Here, the appropriation carry-overs, totalling EUR 124 197.86, exceed the outlay

of expenditure during the year, totalling EUR 95 794.50.

. Out-turn for the year and cumulated reserve fund

The net budget out-turn for the year is the difference between revenue and expenditure, including

appropriation carry-overs.
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Result for the year 528 540.70

Cancelled appropriation carry-overs from the previous year 557 340.35

Other ex-budget revenue (write-back of provisions)

Out-turn for the previous year

Out-turn to be brought forward

l6 285.50

4 995 789.00

6 095 755.55

I tot 966.35

The total out-turn for the 1999 finan-

cial year was EUR I l0l 966.55.

The cumulated out-turn was therefore

EUR 6 095 755.55 at 5l December

r999.

Cash position

The total balance of the bank accounts

held by the Office was EUR

9 881 530.52 at31 December 1999.

The Office plans to open deposit accounts in 2000, in so far as they yield a higher rate of interest

than the rates currently enjoyed by the current accounts.



DEVELOPMENTS IN THE TECHNICAT SECTOR

t. Applications for Community plant variety protection

In 1999, the Office received | 885 applications for Community plant variety protection. As illustrated

in Figure l, this again represents an increase (+ 2.6 Vd compared with the previous year 1998.
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The reason for this increase was a higher number of applications for ornamental varieties as illus-

trated in Figure 2.

The sectors of agricultural species and fruit species remained stable compared with 1998 while a

slight decrease in the number of applications for vegetable varieties was observed.
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The shares of the main crop sectors show that applications for ornamental varieties represented

approximately 65 o/o of all applications.

r Onamentals

Agricultural

Vegetables

r Fruib

Miscellaneous

The main species for each crop sector are indicated in the following table. Particular attention

should be drawn to the high number of applications for roses (208 compared with 159 in 1998),

and to the fact that a high number of applications for lines of sugar beet (Befa vulgoris L. ssp.

vulgork var. oltissimo D6ll) were filed (44), making it the third most important crop in the agricul-

tural sector in 1999.

Rosa L.

Chrysonthemum

Pelargonium tHdrit ex Ait
Lilium L.

Anthu riu m-And reon u m hybrids

5.04 % 0.21 rh

Zeo moys L

Solonum tuberosum L.

Beto vulgoris L. ssp. vulgork var. aftissima D6ll

Triticum aestivum L. emend. Fiori et Paol.

Brossica nopus L.

157

56

44

34

27

Loctuco sotiw L.

Phoseolus vulgoris L.

Spinocio oleraceo L.

Cucumis melo L.

Allium porrum L.

57

20

l4
tl
l0

Molus Mill
Frogoria x ononosso Duch.

Prunus persica (1.) Batsch

VitisL.
Citrus L.

2l

t8

t5

il
5

Hypericum L.

Solvio officinolis L.

Agoricus bisporus (Lange) lmbach

Rosmorinus officinolis L.

I

I

I

I



The total number of different botanical species for which the Office has received applications since

1995 went up to 521 in 1999.

The origin of the applications in 1999 is indicated in the following tables; 38 o/o of all applications

originate in the Netherlands followed by Germany (17 o/o) and France (lS ols; respectively. lt should

be mentioned that applicants based in non-EU countries filed ts o/o of all applications.

Finland

Austria

Sweden

Spain

Belgium

Italy

United Kingdom

Denmark

France

Germany

Netherlands

I

6

17

22

56

37

96

r06

283

317

720

Netherlands Antilles

Morocco

Norway

Canada

Poland

South Africa

Czech Republic

Australia

Japan

lsrael

Switzerland

New Zealand

United States

I

I

I

2

3

6

ll
14

t5

l6

l8

l8

r38

2. Grants of protection

In 1999, the Office granted I 536 titles for Community protection. A detailed list of all protected vari-

eties (status as at 5l December 1999) is published in the separate annex to this annual report.

On 3l December 1999, 5 509 Community protections were in force. Figure 5 shows the number of

Community titles granted per year from 1996 to 1999 and illustrates the continuous increase of

protected varieties under the Community system.
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5. Technical examinations

In 1999, the different examination offices carried out technical examinations for 907 varieties on

behalf of the Office. A detailed list of examination offices working on behalf of the Office is to be

found under the chapter on examination offices.

4. Annual meeting with the examination offices

In November 1999, the third annual meeting with representatives of the examination offices was

held in Angers; l9 participants representing l2 examination offices and representatives of the Euro-

pean Commission attended the meeting. The main topics discussed were:

. the occurrence of phytoplasm in ornamentals and its possible consequences on the DUS system;

. the status of technical information received through the technical questionnaire;

. the electronic exchange of technical data between authorities;

. procedural aspects and requirements in respect of propagation material to be submitted for

technical examination.

The experts agreed that for the next meeting, scheduled for November 2000, the question of

management of reference collections and, in particular, all aspects in respect of standard samples

as well as the future system of verification of protected varieties should be discussed.

5. Other technical meetings on specific topics

In 1999, the Office organised several meetings on specific topics to be discussed either with the

examination offices and/or breeders. Some are mentioned below.

. Centralised testing of sugar beet lines: the Office decided after having consulted national experts

and breeders to centralise the testing of sugar beet lines in Sval6v, Sweden. A detailed technical

protocol on the testing of sugar beet lines is under preparation.

. Technical questionnaire for roses: a meeting of rose experts from different examination offices

was held in Angers in order to update the technical questionnaire for roses.

. Novelty of inbred lines: several meetings were held with legal and technical experts and repre-

sentatives of breeders.

. Guidelines for variety denominations: in collaboration with the European Commission and

national experts, guidelines for testing proposed variety denominations were further elaborated

in order to implement the basic regulation. lt is the aim to establish a harmonised set of rules

within the EU, which is applicable to the national systems as well as to the 'Common catalogue'.

. Cost calculation of DUS testing: the work initiated by the Office in 1996 continued. A scheme,

according to which costs incurred during technical examinations are to be calculated, has been

developed. The applicability of this scheme is at present under test. The aim is to base, in the

near future, the financial relationship of the Office with its examination offices on a full cost-

covering basis.

. Elaboration of a new fee structure of the Office: due to a continuous increase in the Office's surplus,

the existing fees system was revised with effect from I January 2000. The main modifications were

a decrease in the application fees to EUR 900, as well as a modification of the existing annual fees,

in particular a decrease in the fees payable for protected varieties in group C.



6. Annual meetings with professional organisations

The annual meeting with Comasso (Association of Plant Breeders of the European Union) was held

on I July 1999 in Brussels, Belgium. The Office reported on the progress made in respect of the

elaboration of guidelines for the testing of variety denominations, in particular the intention of the

Office to allow the use of codes.

Furthermore, the envisaged new fee structure of the Office was discussed. The Office reported on

the state of affairs in respect of the publication of agreements for the use of farm saved seed and

informed Comasso of its interpretation of Article l0 of the basic regulation as regards the novelty of

inbred lines.

The annual meeting with Ciopora (lnternational Community of Breeders of Asexually-reproduced

Ornamentals) was held on 7 July in The Hague, Netherlands. Apart from the items also discussed

with Comasso (denominations, new fee regulations), the question of the treatment of seed-propa-

gated ornamentals in the DUS testing system was discussed. An exchange of views in respect of

characteristics caused by phytoplasm in several species took place.

7. External activities of members of the Technical Unit

Emphasis was put on the centralisation of the testing of sugar beet lines in Sweden. Several visits

were made to Sweden, mainly to ensure the question of confidentiality of the testing material as

well as to bring forward the work in respect of the new technical protocol.

Furthermore, priority was given to the monitoring of technical examinations and participation in the

relevant UPOV working groups.

Members of the Technical Unit contributed to seminars organised by UPOV, national authorities and

breeding companies.

8. Other developments

. New forms

ln March 1999, the Office introduced a revised application form and new technical questionnaires

were introduced for about 40 different species in September 1999. All forms can be downloaded

from the Office's website.

. Special issue of the official gazette

In addition to the list of protected varieties published in the framework of the annual report, the

Office decided to publish a special issue of its official gazette each year around June/uly containing

a list of all Community protected varieties at that time. The first special issue appeared in August

1999. All subscribers to the Office's official gazette received a copy.

. UPOV CD-ROM

Since 1998, the Office has transmitted register data in PDF format to the UPOV office in order to be

included in the UPOV CD-ROM. Since March 1999, the Office has been able to transmit register data

in the correct format to the UPOV office so that data on applications and granted Community rights

are now fully included in the UPOV CD-ROM.
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DIVELOPIVIENTS lN T!-tf AREA OF ItIFORMATI$N T[C]IHOLOGY

In 1999, the Informatics Service focused its activities on the daily needs of the CPVO and on its own

needs with a view to the future.

A description of the tasks accomplished over the year is listed below.

O Otfice technology

A total of 12 new workstations (Pentium lll 733 MHz processors, including the Office printing

package) have been installed to replace older computers.

Since 1999, the electronic mailboxes have been managed internally using Microsoft Exchange soft-

ware. Some new features have been incorporated.

O Servers

Special efforts have been made to guarantee the security of information contained on the servers.

A RAID solution has been installed which safeguards information and automatically generates back-

up copies of system disks. A technical support contract has been set up with Hewlett Packard. (This

company guarantees technical assistance within six hours.)

A new specialised server has been installed to manage the Office's telecommunications network

(lnternet access and ISDN line to Brussels).

Internet access via a telephone line has been replaced with access via a special private line.

Communication costs have been reduced by two thirds.

O Database of plant protection applications (PVR)

The efficiency of the PVR software has been improved. The experts can now process several protec-

tion applications simultaneously and a large amount of the mail to be sent to the applicants is auto-

matically generated.

Developments are still under way as regards the management of clients' charge accounts using the

PVR software.

O Budget accounts and general accounts

The budget accounting software program, Sl2, has been successfully used in conjunction with the

former system (based on Excel spreadsheets). The new version of Sl2 has been installed. Extra-

budgetary lines have been added to the software in order to adapt it to the needs of the Office.

The electronic approval system used in Sl2 by the Directorate-General for Financial Control in Brus-

sels has been put in place (access via an ISDN line managed by a router).

The new Windows version of the general accounting software program, Expert/M, has replaced the

DOS version.

Software applications for automatically transferring PVR invoicing data to the general accounting

program are being developed.



O Website

Since 1999, visitors to the CPVO's website have been able to consult the founding regulations and

the implementing regulations in force, monthly updated statistics, job vacancies, a list of links to

other related websites and specialised CPVO papers.

Applicants can also fill in various CPVO forms online which are required when dealing with the

Office, such as:

. the application form and explanatory note;

. the technical questionnaire - confidential part;

. the proposal for a variety denomination; designation of procedural representative;

. the notification for application for Community plant variety rights;

. the details of payment;

. the CPVO technical questionnaires and charge accounts for applicants.

O ltliscellaneous

Allthe Office's software applications were checked for year 2000 compliance. Patches were installed

because the new software versions were not year 2000 compliant.

A contingency plan was put in place for the changeover to the year 2000.
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CONTACTS WIThI ilIATIONAI *XPERT$

The year 1999 saw one meeting, on 16 June, of the Legislative Working Group, a Sroup of legal

experts from six Member States formed to assist the Office with difficult questions of interpretation

of the legislation governing the Community plant variety rights system and to examine the need for

amendment of that legislation. On this occasion the group was assisted by technical experts as the

sublect for discussion was the novelty of inbred lines, an area involving the often complex botanical

relationship between a hybrid and its parent varieties.
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RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHTR EC INSTITUTIOHS

Article 30 of the basic regulation states that the Office shall be a body of the Community and

shall have legal personality. Although it is clear from various provisions of the basic regulation

that the Office enjoys a considerable degree of independence within the overall framework of

the Community, it does, of course, have dealings, both formal and informal, with other institu-

tions.

The Council

As the basic regulation is a Council instrument, any amendment thereto must be made by that

body. The Council is also responsible for the appointment (and dismissal) of the President and Vice-

President of the Office and exercises disciplinary authority over them.

The Commission

The rules implementing the basic regu-

lation in accordance with Article ll5
thereof (relating essentially to

proceedings before the Office, the

agricultural exemption and the fees

payable to the Office) are Commission

instruments.

Under Article qq of the basic regula-

tion, the Commission is entrusted with

the control of the legality of those acts

of the President in respect of which

Community law does not provide for such control by another body, and the acts of the Adminis-

trative Council relating to the budget of the Office.

Working relations with the Commission are numerous and diverse. As regards the core business of

the Office, the main point of contact is the Directorate-General for Health and Consumer Protection.

The Commission representatives on the Administrative Council are drawn from this directorate-

general, which is thus kept abreast of contacts between the Office and other directorates-general. In

particular, there are frequent dealings with the Directorates-General for Personnel and Administra-

tion, for the Budget, and for Financial Control.

The Office is maintaining contact with the Directorate-Ceneral for Research to ensure involvement

in the evaluation of projects submitted for financial support which relate to the Office's sphere of

activity.

The Office regularly liaises with the Secretariat-General on horizontal issues relating to all the satel-

lite bodies of the Community.

The Court of Auditors

Pursuant to Article lll of the basic regulation, the Court of Auditors examines the accounts of the

total revenue and expenditure of the Office for the preceding year in accordance with relevant

provisions applicable to the general budget of the European Communities. The Administrative
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Council awaits the outcome of this

examination before giving a discharge

to the President in respect of the

implementation of the budget.

The European Parliament

The legislation establishing and

governing the Office does not provide

a formal role for the European Parlia-

ment in the way that the equivalent

legislation of many other satellite

agencies does. Since the Office is self-financing and consequently receives no subsidy from the

Commission, the European Parliament does not exercise even indirect influence over the financial

affairs of the Office through its powers in relation to the Commission's budget.

Nevertheless, drafts of the budget and

accounts are sent to the EuroPean

Parliament for comment. The financial

situation of the Office is referred to in

the reports of the Parliamentary

Committee on the Budgets of the

Satellite Agencies. The President of the

Office is invited to participate in the

annual meetings of the Parliament's

rapporteur with representatives of the

agencies.

Others

The Office also makes considerable use of the services of the Translation Centre for Bodies of the

European Union and the Office for Official Publications of the European Communities.



PARTICIPATION IN THE ENTARGEMENT BILATERAL

SCREENINC PROCTDURE

Representatives of the Office partici-

pated in a series of six meetings held

between 19 and 25 October 1999

under the aegis of the enlargement

services of the Commission as part of

the 'screening' process for a group of

countries which are candidates for

accession to the European Union. This

screening is designed to ensure that

candidate countries are prepared to

implement and apply the Community

ocquis on accession.

The countries concerned were Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Poland and Slovenia.

The representatives of the Office pointed out the following legal and practical consequences which

would flow from the application of the system in their territories.

Direct applicability

The basic regulation requires no formal implementation as it is binding in its entirety and directly

applicable in law in all Member States of the EU. Thus, a regulation may be contrasted with a direc-

tive which is binding as to the result to be achieved, but with the choice of form and methods of

implementation left to the Member State. The secondary legislation governing the system of

Community plant variety rights is also contained in regulations (this time made by the European

Commission). lt covers fees, proceedings before the CPVO and the derogation in respect of farm

saved seed.

Territorial extent

Article 2 of the basic regulation states that Community plant variety rights shall have uniform effect

'within the territory of the Community'. Of course, when a country joins the EU its territory becomes

part of the territory of the Community. The question arises as to whether 'the territory of the

Community' in Article 2 means the 15 Member States which comprised that territory on the date of

the entry into force of the basic regulation or that territory as it expands from time to time through

accessions. The Treaties of Accession should deal expressly with this point to ensure that Commu-

nity rights granted from the date of accession will have effect in the enlarged territory of the

Community. A related issue is the scope of Community rights already existing on the date of acces-

sion (numbering 5 000 at 5l December 1999). Depending on the precise wording of the Treaties of

Accession, it may be that Community plant variety rights existing on (as well as granted after) the

dates of accession will apply throughout the territory of the new Member States.

Action required

Although, as explained, the legislation governing the system of Community plant variety rights

is directly applicable, requiring no implementing measures, there are a few areas where the
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application of the system in the new Member States may require some action or attention on the

part of the authorities in those States.

. National systems are not replaced by the Community system. However, the simultaneous

holding of a national plant variety right (or patent) and a Community right is prohibited. An

existing national right becomes impossible to invoke on the grant of a Community right for the

same variety. A national right granted during the currency of a Community right is ineffective.

Some thought must be given to how this could be managed at national level - the administra-

tion of 'suspended'national rights, whether any fee should be charged in relation to such rights,

and, if so, how much, etc.; and where a Community right is granted first, whether to permit the

grant of a national right during the currency of a Community right even though it will be

ineffective.

. The Community Plant Variety Office is a legal entity and must be accorded the same powers and

rights under national law as has a national legal person.

. 0n accession, two important

enforcement issues will swiftly

arise. Article 105 of the basic regula-

tion provides that the same proce-

dural rules which apply to court

actions for the infringement of

corresponding national property

rights shall apply to like actions

relating to Community rights. Simi-

larly, Article 107 requires that the

same provisions which are appli-

cable to penalise infringements of corresponding national rights must be available to penalise

infringements of Community rights (e.g. seizure and destruction of material).

. Article 49 of the basic regulation provides for the possibility of filing an application for a Commu-

nity right at national offices. Such offices in accession countries should prepare themselves for

this work and familiarise themselves with the provisions of that article, pafticularly in relation to

the time limit for forwarding applications lodged there to the Office in Angers.

. The Administrative Council of the Office is the body to which the Office is primarily accountable.

The basic regulation requires the Administrative Council to meet at least once a year. In fact, hith-

erto, there have usually been three meetings a year. A new Member State must appoint a repre-

sentative and a deputy to participate in these meetings.

A similar round of screening meetings with a second group of six candidate countries will take place

during 2000.



EXAMINATION OFFICES AND TESTING STATIONS

UNDERTAKING DUS TESTINC ON BEHALF OF THE OFFICE

DURINC 1999

Species

Abelio

Aconitum

Adenium

Aechmeo

Agopanthus

Agostache mexicono

Agloonema

Allium oscolonicum

Allium cepa

Allium porrum

Alstroemerio

Amoronthus

Anigozonthos

Anthurium

Antirrhinum

Apium groveolus dulce

Apium groveolus vopoceum

Argyro nthemum frutescens

Aster

Astilbe

Astrantia

Beg o n i a - El afior hybri ds

Beg o n i o - Se m p erfl o rens

hybrids

Beto vulgaris

Examination otfice

Plant Variety Rights Office (UK)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Plant Variety Rights Office (UK)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Bundessortenamt (D)

ARO (rL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Testing station

NIAB, Cambridge

CPR0-DLO, Wageningen

CPR0-DLO, Wageningen

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

CPRO-D10, Wageningen

CPR0-D10, Wageningen

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

CPR0-DLO, Wageningen

CPR0-DLO, Wageningen

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

CPRO-D10, Wageningen

NIAB, Cambridge

CPRO-D10, Wageningen

Bundessortenamt,

Hannover

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

Bundessortenamt,

Rethmar

Bundessortenamt,

Hannover

Volcani Centre, Bet Dagan

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

CPR0-DLO, Wageningen

Bundessortenamt,

Hannover

Bundessortenamt,

Hannover

CPRO-D10, Wageningen
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Species

Beto vulgaris L. ssp.

vulgoris var. oltissimd Dttll

Bougainvilleo

B ro cte o nth o b r o ctea nth a

Bromelioceae

Brossico nopus

Brossico nopus

Brossico nopus

Brossico nopus

Brassico oleroceo olbo

Brossico olerocea botrytis

Brossico oleroceo cymoso

Brossico oleroceo

gemmifero

Brossica oleroceo

gongylodes

Brossico olerocea

pekinensis

Brossico oleroceo rubro

Brossico oleraces soboudo

Brossico oleroceo sobellico

Bromelioceae

Colotheo

Colendulo officinolis

Colibrochoo

Comelio

Componulo

Camponulo corpotico

Copsicum onnuum

Corex brunneo Thunb.

Examination office

Statens Viixtsortndmnd (S)

Danmarks JordbrugsForskning (DK)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Danmarks lordbrugsForskning (DK)

GEVES (F)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Plant Variety Rights Office (UK)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Bundessoftenamt (D)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Plant Variety Rights Office (UK)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Plant Variety Rights Office (UK)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Plant Variety Rights Office (UK)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Testing station

SUK, Svaltiv

RCA, Arslev

CPRO-D10, Wageningen

CPR0-DLO, Wageningen

Tystofte

CEVES, La Minidre

Bundessortenamt,

Scharnhorst

NIAB, Cambridge

CPR0-D10, Wageningen

CPRO-D10, Wageningen

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

CPRO-D10, Wageningen

Bundessortenamt,

Rethmar

CPRO-D10, Wageningen

CPR0-DLO, Wageningen

SASA, Edinburgh

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

CPR0-D10, Wageningen

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

Bundessortenamt,

Bamberg

Bundessortenamt,

Marquardt

NIAB, Cambridge

CPRO-D10, Wageningen

NIAB, Cambridge

CPRO-D10, Wageningen

Bundessortenamt,

Marquardt



Species

Celosio

Centrodenio voriegoto

Chamoecyporis

Chenopodium quinoo

Chrysanthemum

Cichorium endiva

Cichorium intybus

Crssus

Citrus

Clemotis

Codioeum voriegatum

Columneo

Cordyline

Ctenonthe oppenheimiono

Cucumis melo

Cucumis sotivus

Cucurmo

Cupressocyporis

Cupressus globro

Cupressus mocrocorpo

Cynoro

Dohlio

Doucus corota

Delphinium

Dionthus

Dioscio

Dieffenbochra Schott.

Diosmo

Drocaeno

Echinoceo

Examination office

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Plant Variety Rights Office (UK)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Plant Variety Rights Office (UK)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

scsPv (E)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

GEVES (F)

GEVES (F)

GEVES (F)

GEVES (F)

Plant Variety Rights Office (UK)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Plant Variety Rights Office (UK)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Plant Variety Rights Office (UK)

GEVES (F)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Testing station

CPR0-D10, Wageningen

CPR0-DLO, Wageningen

NIAB, Cambridge

CPR0-DLO, Wageningen

NIAB, Cambridge

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

CPR0-D10, Wageningen

CPR0-D10, Wageningen

lVlA, Valencia

CPRO-D10, Wageningen

CPRO-D10, Wageningen

Bundessortenamt,

Hannover

CPR0-DLO, Wageningen

CPR0-DLO, Wageningen

CPRO-D10, Wageningen

CPR0-D10, Wageningen

CPRO-D10, Wageningen

GEVES, Brion

GEVES, Cavaillon

GEVES, La Minidre

CEVES, Cavaillon

NIAB, Cambridge

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

NIAB, Cambridge

CPRO-D10, Wageningen

NIAB, Cambridge

GEVES, La MiniEre

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen
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Species

Echinodorus

Eryngium

Euonymus

Euphorbio fulgens

Euphorbio milii

Euphorbia pulcherrimo

Euryops

Ficus

Foeniculum vulgore

Frogorio

Frogorio

Fuchsio

Gentiona

Gerbero

Glodiolus

Globbo

Glycine mox.

Gossypium

Gossypium

Guzmonio

Gynostem o penta phyl I u m

Gypsophillo

Hatiora x groeseri

Hedero

Helenium

Helionthus onnuus

Helianthus onnuus

Examination office

Bundessortenamt (D)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Danmarks JordbrugsForskning (DK)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Danmarks JordbrugsForskning (DK)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Cenarve (P)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

GEVES (F)

Variety Research Institute

of Cultivated Plants (EL)

sPVo (E)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Bundessortenamt (D)

ARo (rL)

Danmarks JordbrugsForskning (DK)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

GEVES (F)

SPVO (E)

Testing station

Bundessortenamt,

Hannover

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

RCA, Arslev

Bundessortenamt,

Hannover

RCA, Arslev

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

CPR0-D10, Wageningen

Bundessortenamt,

Rethmar

Bundessortenamt, Wurzen

Cenarve, Escaroupim

Bundessortenamt,

Hannover

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

CPRO-D10, Wageningen

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

CPRO-D10, Wageningen

GEVES, Le Magneraux

VRICP, Sindos,

Thessaloniki

SPVO, Sevilla

CPR0-D10, Wageningen

Bundessortenamt,

Bamberg

Volcani Centre, Bet Dagan

RCA (DK)

Bundessortenamt,

Hannover

CPRO-D10, Wageningen

CEVES, La Miniere

SPVO, Sevilla



Species

Heliotropium

Helleborus

Heuchero

Hedero

Hibiscus

Hordeum vulgare

Hosto

Hyocinthus

Hydrongeo

Hypericum

Hypericum

Hypericum perforotum

lmpatiens

lmpotiens New Guinea

hybrid

lmpotiens wolleriono Hook

(veg.)

lris

lxoro

tosminum polyanthum

Juncus

luniperus

KolonchoE

Lochenolio

Loduca sotivo

Lovondulo stoechos

Lovondulo

Examination office

Bundessortenamt (D)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Plant Variety Rights Office (UK)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Bundessortenamt (D)

RCA (DK)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

GEVES (F)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Danmarks lordbrugsForskning (DK)

Danmarks JordbrugsForskning (DK)

Danmarks JordbrugsForskning (DK)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

GEVES (F)

GEVES (F)

Testing station

Bundessortenamt,

Hannover

CPRO-D10, Wageningen

NIAB, Cambridge

Bundessortenamt,

Hannover

Bundessortenamt,

Hannover

RCA, Skaelskor

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

CPR0-DLO, Wageningen

GEVES, La Minidre

Bundessortenamt,

Hannover

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

Bundessortenamt,

Dachwig

Bundessortenamt,

Hannover

Bundessortenamt,

Hannover

Bundessortenamt,

Hannover

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

CPR0-DLO, Wageningen

RCA, Arslev

RCA, Arslev

RCA, Arslev

Bundessortenamt,

Hannover

CPRO-D10, Wageningen

CPR0-D10, Wageningen

GEVES, La Miniere

GEVES, Cavaillon
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Species

Leeo

Lilium

Limonium

Limonium lotifolio

Limonium sinensis

Limonium sinuotum

Linum usitotissimum

Linum usitotissimum

Linum usitotissimum

Lobelia

Lobelio (seed)

Lonicero

Lycopersicon lycopersicu m

Lyco p ersi co n lyco p e rsi cu m

Molus

Molus

Molus

Mondevillo

Mofthiolo

Medicogo sotiva

Melitis

Norcissus cyclomineus

Nemesio

Nigello

0cimum bosilicum

Oryzo sotivo

Oryza sotivo

Osteospermum ecklonis

Examination office

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

GEVES (F)

Plant Variety Rights Office (UK)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

GEVES (F)

GEVES (F)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Plant Variety Rights Office (UK)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Bundessortenamt (D)

GEVES (F)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Plant Variety Rights Office (UK)

Plant Variety Rights Office (UK)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Bundessortenamt (D)

sGsPV (E)

ENSE (r)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Testing station

CPR0-DLO, Wageningen

CPR0-D10, Wageningen

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

CPR0-DLO, Wageningen

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

GEVES, La Minidre

NIAB, Cambridge

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

Bundessortenamt,

Hannover

Bundessortenamt,

Hannover

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

CPRO-D10, Wageningen

CEVES, Cavaillon

INRA, Angers

Bundessortenamt, Wurzen

National Fruit Collections,

Brogdale

CPR0-D10, Wageningen

Bundessortenamt,

Hannover

GEVES, Le Magneraud

CPRO-D10, Wageningen

NIAB, Cambridge

NIAB, Cambridge

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

Bundessortenamt,

Bamberg

SCSPV, Sevilla

ENSE, Milano

Bundessortenamt,

Hannover



Species

Popaver

Pelorgonium

Pentos

Petasites hybridus

Petunio luss.

Pereskio

Perovskia

Pholoenopsis

Phoseolus vulgoris

Philodendron

Phlox

Photinia

Pinus

Pisum sotivum

Plotycodon

Pogonotherum

Populus

Prunus ormenioco

Prunus ovium

Prunus cerosifero

Prunus domestico

Prunus insititia

Prunus persico

Prunus persica

Prunus persica

Prunus pumilo

Prunus salicinio

Examination office

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Bundessortenamt (D)

GEVES (F)

GEVES (F)

SGSPV (E)

Bundessortenamt (D)

scsPv (E)

GEVES (F)

scsPv (E)

lstituto sperimentale per la

frufticoltura (l)

Bundessortenamt

lstituto sperimentale per la

frutticoltura (l)

Testing station

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

Bundessortenamt,

Hannover

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

Bundessortenamt,

Rethmar

Bundessortenamt,

Marquadt

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

CPRO-D10, Wageningen

CPR0-DLO, Wageningen

CPR0-D10, Wageningen

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

CPRO-D10, Wageningen

CPRO-D10, Wageningen

CPRO-DIO, Wageningen

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

CPR0-DLO, Wageningen

Bundessortenamt,

Rethmar

INRA, Avignon

INRA, Bordeaux

DGA, Zaragoza

Bundessortenamt,

Marquardt

DGA, Zaragoza

INRA, Bordeaux

DGA, Zaragoza

lSF, Roma

BSA, Marquadt

lSF, Forli
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Species

Prunus solicinia

Pteris

Pyrus communis

Rhophanus sotivus

Rhipolidopsk

Rhododendron

Rhododendron-Simsii

hybrids

Ribes rubrum

Ribes uvo-crispo

Roso (cutflower: greenhouse

Roso (garden)

Rosa (garden)

Roso (garden)

Rosa (potplant)

Roso (rootstock)

Roso (rootstock)

Rubus idaeus

Rubus subgenus eubotus

Rudbeckio

Sointpoulio

Salix

Soturejo douglasii

Schefflero

Schlumbergero

Solvio

Sombucus nigra

Examination office

GEVES (F)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

GEVES (F)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Danmarks JordbrugsForskning (DK)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Bundessortenamt (D)

GEVES (F)

Plant Variety Rights Office (UK)

Bundessortenamt (D)

GEVES (F)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Danmarks JordbrugsForskning (DK)

Testing station

INRA, Avignon

CPRO-D10, Wageningen

INRA, Angers

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

RCA, Arslev

Bundessortenamt,

Rethmar

Bundessortenamt,

Rethmar

Bundessortenamt, Wurzen

Bundessortenamt, Wurzen

CPRO-D10, Wageningen

Bundessortenamt,

Rethmar

GEVES, La Minidre

NIAB, Cambridge

Bundessortenamt,

Rethmar

GEVES, Sophia Antipolis

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

Bundessortenamt, Wurzen

Bundessortenamt, Wurzen

BSA, Marquardt

Bundessortenamt,

Hannover

Bundessortenamt,

Rethmar

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

Bundessortenamt,

Rethmar

Bundessortenamt,

Hannover

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

RCA, Arsbv



Species

Scutellorio

Setoria

Solonum melongeno

Solonum rontonnetii

Solonum tuberosum

Solonum tuberosum

Solonum tuberosum

Solidogo

Solidoster

Spothiphyllum

Spothogloftis

Spinocio oleroceo

Sutero

Symphoricorpos

Tocco

Togetes eredo

Tonocetum (seed)

Torenio

Trodescontio

Triticum oestivum

Triticum oestivum

Triticum aestivum

Triticum oestivum

Triticum durum

Triticum durum

Tulipo

Ulmus

Volerionello locusto

Verbeno

Examination office

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Plant Variety Rights Office (UK)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

GEVES (F)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Bundessortenamt (D)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Bundessortenamt (D)

GEVES (F)

Plant Variety Rights Office (UK)

SPVO (E)

GEVES (F)

SPVO (E)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

GEVES (F)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Testing station

CPRO-D10, Wageningen

CPRO-D10, Wageningen

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

CPR0-DLO, Wageningen

CPR0-DLO, Wageningen

SASA, Edinburgh

Bundessortenamt,

Rethmar

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

CPRO-D10, Wageningen

CPRO-D10, Wageningen

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

Bundessortenamt,

Hannover

CPR0-DLO, Wageningen

CPRO-D10, Wageningen

GEVES, Brion

CPRO-D10, Wageningen

Bundessortenamt,

Hannover

CPRO-D10, Wageningen

Bundessortenamt,

Rethmar

GEVES, La MiniEre

NIAB, Cambridge

SPVO, Aranjuez

GEVES, Le Magneraud

SPVO, Aranjuez

CPRO-D10, Wageningen

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

GEVES, Brion

CPRO-D10, Wageningen
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Species

Vicio fobo

Vitis

Weigelio

Zantedeschio

Zeo moys

Zeo moys

Zeo moys

Examination office

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

lstituto Sperimentale per la

Viticoltura (l)

GEVES (F)

Raad v/h Kwekersrecht (NL)

Bundessortenamt (D)

GEVES (F)

sPVo (E)

Testing station

CPRO-DLO, Wageningen

lSV, Conegliano

GEVES, La Miniere

CPR0-D10, Wageningen

Bundessortenamt,

HaBloch

GEVES, La Minidre

SPVO, Sevilla
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. 16-2! lanuary 1999

San fos6 (Costa Rica)

UPOV seminar for Central American countries.

. 25 fanuary 1999-l February 1999

Essen (Germany)

Presentation of the Office and visits to German breeding companies - lPM.

.7-9 February 1999

Brussels (Belgium)

Rdunion inter-agences et Groupe de travail sur les taxes.

. 9 February 1999

Brion (France)

Visit to the DUS trials of the corn salad varieties - GEVES.

. l0 February 1999

Paris (France)

Meeting on DUS testing for oilseed rape.

. 15 February 1999

Geneva (Switzerland)

UPOV-W|PO-MO seminar on protection of plant varieties, Article 27(3Xb) of the TRIPS

Agreement.

. 17 February 1999

[a Menitre (France)

Visit to Vilmorin.

. 17-19 February 1999

Angers (France)

Salon du vegetal, presentation of the Office.

. 19 February 1999

Brussels (Belgium)

Meeting with the heads of EU agencies.

. 25 February 1999

Miinchen (Germany)

FachausschuB zum Schutz von PflanzenzUchtungen.

. 25 and 26 February 1999

Torino (ltaly)

Meeting with Sl2 Common Support Service (CSS) - Steering Committee.
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. t7 March 1999

Svaliiv (Sweden)

Visit to the Swedish examination office.

. 18 March 1999

Budapest (Hungary)

Participation in the symposium of the National Association of Hungarian Fruit Nurseries.

. 2l-25 March 1999

Geneva (Switzerland)

Attendance: UPOV Technical Committee 55 and Editorial Committee.

. 24-26 March tggg

San Remo (ltaly)

EU comparative trials of Dianthus and visit to ltalian breeding companies.

. 25 March 1999

Geneva (Switzerland)

UPOV Legal and Administrative Commiftee meeting.

. 26 and 27 April 1999

Hanoi (Vietnam)

Seminar on protection of plant varieties.

. 28-50 April lsss

Cambridge (United Kingdom)

EU comparative trials of oilseed rape.

. 28-30 April 1999

Arslev (Denmark)

Visit to DUS trials of Euphorbia pulchenimo at the research centre.

. l0 and ll May 1999

Geneva (Switzerland)

UPOV Editorial Committee meeting.

. 17 May 1999

Avignon (France)

f nspection of the CPVO's Prunus spp. DUS trials.

. 17 May 1999

Cavaillon (France)

Inspection of the CPVO's artichoke DUS trials.

. 19-21 May 1999

Paris (France)

OECD/OCDE annual meeting.

. l0 lune 1999

Alicante (Spain)

Inauguration of new premises, OAMI.



. l0 and ll lune 1999

Wageningen (Netherlands)

Visit to DUS trials of ornamentals plus breeding companies.

. ll fune 1999

Brussels (Belgium)

Meeting of legal advisers of the decentralised agencies.

. 18 fune 1999

Wageningen (Netherlands)

Inspection of the CPVO'S vegetable DUS trials.

. 2l-25 fune 1999

Ottawa (Canada)

UPOV Technical Working Pafi for Agricultural Crops.

. 50 fune 1999

Brussels (Belgium)

Annual meeting, CPVO-Comasso.

. 2 fuly 1999

Angers (France)

fnspection of DUS trials of Hydrongeo.

. 2 fuly 1999

Bamberg (Germany)

Inspection of the CPVO's miscellaneous species'DUS trials.

. 5-9 fuly 1999

Hannover (Germany)

UPOV Technical Working Pafi for Vegetables.

. 6 fuly l9tl9

Cambridge (United Kingdom)

UPOV seminar.

. 7 fuly 1999

The Hague (Netherlands)

Annual meeting, CPVO-Ciopora.

. 7-ll fuly 1999

Sevilla (Spain)

Comparative trials on sunflowers, visit of DUS trials and distichlis farm.

. 12 fuly 1999

Angers/la Bohalle (France)

Visit to ornamental seed breeding company/Fleuroselect trials.
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. 15-15 fuly 1999

Ksbenhavn (Denmark)

Expert committee on Community comparative trials and tests on seed potatoes.

. 22 fuly 1999

Cavaillon (France)

Inspection of the CPVO's tomato DUS trials.

. 28 and 29 fuly 1999

Cambridge (United Kingdom)

Inspection of DUS trials of ornamentals. Visit to the PVRO and breeding companies.

. 5 August 1999

Thessaloniki (Greece)

EU comparative trials on cofton.

. 6 August 1999

Hannover (Germany)

Inspection of DUS trials at Marquardt.

. 8-12 August 1999

Buenos Aires (Argentina)

Seminar organised by UPOV and INASE. Visit to INASE. Meeting representatives of breeding

companies.

. ll August 1999

Angers (France)

Visit to the company Bertrand Frdres.

. 12-18 August 1999

Brasilia (Brazil)

Visit to breeding companies.

Meeting with the President of Embrapa and meeting with the deputy Minister for Agriculture.

Visits to Plant Breeders' Rights Office (SNPC).

. 17 August 1999

Cambridge (United Kingdom)

NIAB seminar.

. 20 August 1999

Edinburgh (United Kingdom)

lnspection of the CPVO's vegetable and potato DUS trials.

. 26 August 1999

Landskrona (Sweden)

Inspection of DUS tests on sugar beet.

. 2 and 5 September 1999

Hannover/Einbeck (Germany)

50th anniversary of the Bundessortenamt. Visit to KWS.



. 5 and 6 September 1999

Milano (ltaly)

Visit to ENSE, inspection of DUS trials for rice.

. 6-10 September 1999

Nitra (Slovakia)

UPOV Technical Working Pafi for Fruit.

. 6-lo September tsss

Cambridge (United Kingdom)

World Seed Conference 1999.

. 8 September 1999

Brussels (Belgium)

Meeting of the heads of EU agencies with Members of the European Parliament.

. 15-18 September tsss

Prague (Czech Republic)

Technical Working Pafi for Ornamentals and Forest Trees.

. 2l and 22 September 1999

Brussels (Belgium)

Meeting with Mr L. Van Eylen and officials of the Directorate-General for Health and Consumer

Protection - Annual Reception of ESA.

. l0 September 1999

Brussels (Belgium)

Heads of EU agencies meeting.

Luxembourg (luxembourg)

Meeting of the Administrative Council C[1.

. I October 1999

Geneva (Switzerland)

UPOV Editorial Committee meeting.

. 4-8 October tggg

[a Havana (Cuba)

UPOV seminar on plant variety protection.

. 15 October 1999

Cambridge (United Kingdom)

Inspection of chrysanthemum DUS trials, NIAB and visit to applicants.

. 17-19 October tggg

Vienna (Austria)

Cosemco meeting.

. 18 October t999

Geneva (Switzerland)

UPOV Legal and Administrative Commiftee meeting.
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. 18 and 19 October 1999

Brussels (Belgium)

Meeting on enlargement of the European Union.

. 20 October 1999

Geneva (Switzerland)

UPOV Council meeting.

. 20,21-25 October 1999

Brussels (Belgium)

Bilateral meetings of the Commission with Estonia, Slovenia and the Czech Republic: enlargement

of the European Union.

. 25-26 October tggg

Thessaloniki (Greece)

Heads of EU agencies meeting.

. l-5 November 1999

Amsterdam (Netherlands)

NTV show: presentation of the CPVO at the International Horticultural Trade Show.

Aalsmeer (Netherlands)

Visit to the International Flower Show plus visit to some breeding companies.

. 8 November 1999

Enkhuizen (Netherlands)

Lecture at Seminis Seeds.

. 18 November 1999

Brussels (Belgium)

Meeting with officials of the Directorates-General for Health and Consumer Protection, and for

Personnel and Administration.

. 25 November 1999

Angers (France)

Inspection of apple and pear DUS trials at INRA.

. 28 and 29 November 1999

Brussels (Belgium)

Meeting with CSS Steering Commiftee.

. 50 November 1999

Arslev (Denmark)

Open day for breeders/applicants of poinsettias and informal meeting on phytoplasma in

Euphorbia (preparation of a concept protocol for future DUS testing of poinsettias and E. fulgens)

with some experts.
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