
















































































































































World protein shortage, the official 
said, can be overcome by a mere 2 or 
2.5 percent of present petroleum pro­
duction. The real full-scale production 
of protein from petroleum started in 
1972 or 73 at Lavera, near Marseilles 
(France), and at Grangemouth, in Scot­
land . A plant with much bigger capaci­
ty, 100000 tonnes a year, will soon be 
operating in Sardinia, and another with 
the same capacity is being built in 
Venezuela. 

The scientists foresee some 200 mil­
lion tonnes protein deficit by year 2000. 

The UNESCO official agreed that the 
petroleum process would be costly, yet 
he is optimistic : "huge investments 
would be needed, but then they are 
needed nowadays in almost every 
sphere of human activity. "This is cer­
tainly the case with nuclear energy, the 
development of which has been stimu­
lated by the oil price adjustments and 
the foreseeable exhaustion of petro­
leum reserves. 

"Man", he said, "cannot live by ener­
gy alone; he also needs proteins to 
survive. And today, many influential 
people are saying that it would be good 
to keep the last hydrocarbon resources 
to produce proteins, rather than burn 
them in boilers and power plants". 

He concluded that if every man, 
woman, and child on earth were given 
an equal share of the conventional 
proteins available today, no one would 
be adequately nourished! 0 F.A. 

Oil refinery in A/rica 

DEVELOPING WORLD 

Give others your ideas 
on development 

by Jean Lecerf {*) 

"Courier" readers are among the best-informed of development spec­
ialists, since they are personally involved in what is happening and not 
just sitting in some far-distant office. 

Their experience is valuable in many ways. It is valuable for those who 
devise policies and manage budgets, and it is valuable for those who are 
also involved in action and can benefit from experience that is similar or 
complementary to their own. 

We are hoping for letters from people directly involved in development. 
We want them to tell us what they see, what they are trying to do, what 
obstacles they are faced with and what they feel is an effective way of 
helping. 

This article asks questions, defines some of the things that interest us 
and says why they are interesting. The questions mainly came up through 
the writer's own research and they represent his own views. The answers 
have got to come from you. There are plenty of theories about develop­
ment, but the facts have got to come from the people on the spot -you. 

New jobs-in what order? 

Development is, to a large extent, a 
question of specialization. In simple 
societies, the main source of livelihood 
is unspecialized subsistence farming. 
Then specialization emerges and, with 
it, trade. (Even Cain was a farmer and 
Abel a stock-raiser.) At village level, a 
certain amount of specialization 
already exists; there is more in the 
towns and more still in the big cities. 

But there is a profitability threshold 
for each new activity. Certain condi­
tions have to be met: a trade cannot 
survive unless it has enough customers 
and the right equipment. A job might 
have only one customer-selling one's 
labour, for example-another two cus­
tomers, another three, four, five and so 
on . Development in this case would 
involve introducing these different jobs 
in the right order. 

Few precise studies have been made 
of the right conditions for the appear­
ance of a grocer, a baker, a blacksmith, 
a builder or a doctor, but we need to 
know what these conditions are and in 
what order the various activities might 
be successfully introduced. This will of 
course vary, altough to a limited extent, 
from case to case. 

(*)Journalist with the French daily "Le Figaro" . 

And so to the questions: 

Can you give any concrete examples 
of communities, towns, cities or 
regions which have developed because 
new crafts or new activities have 
emerged? In what order did they 
appear? How did they reach their pro­
fitability threshold: number of potential 
customers, other conditions? 

How do new activities 
get under way? 

When we give the matter some 
thought, we realize that certain condi­
tions, over and above the existence of 
customers, must be met if new activ­
ities are to emerge. The new craftsmen 
must have, or must gradually acquire, a 
skill. They must be familiar with and be 
able to obtain the right equipment and 
raw materials. They must be able to do 
their job better than their prospective 
customers. They must be able to sur­
vive during the early stages and so on. 

How does this come about? 

Have you any practical experience of 
success or failure in a new trade? Do 
jobs gradually become more specia­
lized due to the fact of dual activities, 
where peasant farming is the basic 
thing to fall back on and where the 
supplmentary activity, job or craft, gra­
dually takes over? 
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Do these new activities tend to 
emerge when better-trained youngsters 
return home after leaving school or do 
they appear with the arrival of crafts­
men who have learned their trade else­
where? 

Do teachers, public authorities and 
development organizations provide 
real help here? 

What do they do? 

Does the introduction of certain 
activities have a snowball effect? 

What needs 
does development answer? 

In many cases, development has 
centred on monoculture, exports, 
foreign outlets and more or less regul­
ar visits from a buyer who sold the 
product on distant markets. The limita­
tions of this sort of development, which 
often involves speculative and fairly 
hazardous activities, are known. 

Have you any interesting experience 
of it? 

If there are no good export possibil­
ities, isn't the best thing "self-centred" 
development with activities which are 
geared to the local market where eve­
ryone is seller, buyer, producer and 
consumer in turn? 

If you have had the opportunity to 
observe development of this sort, can 
you describe what happened? Where 
did new products develop? And new 
trade? Was it based on food? What 
happened, in what order? Was it clo­
thing that developed? Was it housing 
or household equipment? Was it tools, 
irrigation , transport, teaching, leisure 
activities? 

How important is the recuperation of 
second-hand goods bought from the 
rich countries? Answer : They enable 
sophisticated manufactured articles 
that could not be made loally to be 
obtained cheaply and with the aid of 
local workers, who then have the 
opportunity of learning a trade. 

What is the role 
of infrastructure? 

Infrastructure and transport are often 
of primary importance to development 
plans. 

Have you had a close look at what 
has happened after a road or railway 
has been opened? 

Were the people ready to take advan­
tage of it? Did new activities or new 
firms appear? How soon? What need­
ed to happen before results were 
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Market place 

A sign of economic activity 

obtained? Did jobs or firms disappear 
because of increased competition? 
Under what conditions does develop­
ment in general gain from a develop­
ment of the means of transport? What 
are the pitfalls to be avoided? Are 
there more urgent things for develop­
ment than infrastructure? 

Youth and education 
In cases you have observed, have 

attempts at improving young people's 
education benefited the development 
process? Can you give examples to 
illustrate this? Have they helped chan­
nel young people into the towns and 
into office jobs rather than into some 
sort of directly profitable activity? Has 
vocational training offered to young 
people been properly adapted to the 
country's needs? Do you think there is 
much unemployment among young 
people? How do they go about looking 
for work? Do they shun traditional jobs 
or do they find it difficult to get into 
them? Is competition from the more 
developed countries a problem as far 
as they are concerned? 

Is the opening of their markets a 
help? Could it be? How? Are many 

young workers independent? Do they 
gradually develop the craft industries? 
What helps them if so? What stops 
them if not? Do the young jobless get 
help with finding a place in society? If 
so, how? Is this help effective? 

Who make the 
best developers? 

In your experience, who make the 
best developers? Is it the local author­
ities? Or the national ones? Is it the 
teachers or technical assistants? Or 
the non-governmental organizations? 
Or European services? Local firms? 
Forward-looking tradesmen or local 
groupings? Or is it the press and the 
mass media? How do they do it? What 
are the conditions for success? Why 
do they fail? 

Well, that's a lot of questions. 
Impossible to answer them all, but they 
can provide food for thought. The 
"Courier" will report on any letters you 
send in, so do please take the time to 
think about your own experience of 
development and give us your point of 
view, based on these questions. 0 

J.L. 



Ghana's golden past 
At the National Museum of Ghana 

Since 1957 Ghana's main 
museum has been in central 
Accra, accessible to the 
public of the capital, but its 
origins lay in the two most 
important academic institu­
tions in the country, Achi­
mota college, which this 
year celebrated its 50th 
anniversary, and the Univer­
sity of Ghana at Legon. The 
Achimota collection was 
moved to the University in 
1954 and three years later, 
with the completion of the 
existing building, the two 
collections were moved to 
the centre of Accra. An amb­
itious expansion of the buil­
dings is planned, but as with 
museums the world over, 
Ghana's national museum is 
short of funds and it will be 
some time before the build­

ing programme can be realised. 

The range of objects in the museum 
is not restricted to Ghana, although 
most objects are of Ghanaian origin. 
The theme of the museum is mainly 
historical and cultural, and one of the 
main aims of the authorities is to give 
the foreign visitor and Ghanaians, par­
ticularly the young, a visual insight into 
the varied traditional cultures of the 
country. 

Brass and iron 

Most of the metal objects in the 
museum are in brass and come from 
the Akan area of Ghana, especially 
Akwamu and Asante (Ashanti). They 
were made by what is called the "eire 
perdue" or "lost wax" system. The 
object is first moulded in wax and then 
surrounded with clay. But a small hole 
is left so that when the clay mould is 
heated the wax runs out leaving a 
hollow mould for the casting. Molten 
brass is then poured into the clay cast, 

and allowed to cool. The clay is then 
broken and the brass object chastened 
and polished. This process can be used 
for quite complicated objects such as 
the Kuduo (see photo). These contain­
ers are used for holding valuables 
associated with religious ceremonies, 
particularly in "stool shrines" which we 
shall come to later. The decoration is 
usually rich, and normally features 
animals or human beings. The one 
shown here comes from the Akwamu 
people and has a leopard, representing 
the Akwamu, attacking a porcupine, 
representing the neighbouring Asante. 

Gold weights 

The museum has a very large collec­
tion of brass gold weights. They come 
in many different sizes and were 
used for weighing gold dust during the 
days of the gold trade. They were made 
by the eire perdue process and the 
designs are almost endless. Some are 
geometric, possibly with symbolic 

Akwamu Kuduo 

THE ARTS 

meaning, others represent small 
human figures, animals, plants, birds 
and various objects and utensils. Some 
are based on proverbs, for example 
two crocodiles joined together at the 
middle represent a proverb warning 
against greed within the family. "Two 
crocodiles with one stomach, yet they 
fight over their food". Another shows 
two men sitting with a bowl of food 
between them representing the saying 
"It is the man who owns the food who 
eats, not the man who is hungry." 

Swords of state 

Among the iron objects are examples 
of swords used on ceremonial occa­
sions. These are very intricate, incor­
porating animal, geometric and 
abstract designs, with single, double or 
triple blades (see top left). They are not 
meant for use as weapons, but as 
symbols of rank. The handles are 
carved in wood and often guilded. 
Staffs also form part of the ceremonial 
regalia of chiefs and the Ghana 
museum has several examples of 
wooden staffs, some, as the one illu­
strated here, covered in gold foil. The 
staffs are carried by a spokesman of 
the chief, the staff, in effect, being his 
badge of office. They often include a 
knot design representing the chief's 
power to solve problems. The Akan 
staff illustrated shows a man helping 
another to climb a tree. The Akan also 
use staffs to distinguish between their 
various clans on religious occasions 
and during festivals, and a number of 
these are on show in the museum. 

Symbolic stools 

The most important part of a chief's 
regalia is a stool. Wooden stools are 
common throughout southern Ghana 
and have historically had great symbol­
ic value. The designs are various, but 
basically follow the pattern of a rec­
tangular base on which a carved struc­
ture is added, and on top a further 
rectangular, but shaped piece of wood 
forms the seat. The belief that a chief's 
stool was inhabited by his spirit led to 
the tradition of blackening the stool on 
the chief's death and keeping it in the 
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"stool house" as a relic. There are 
various stools in the Ghana national 
museum giving some idea of the 
variety of designs. The most famous 
stool historically belonged to the 
Asante and was known as the Golden 
Stool. Since the foundation of the 
Asante kingdom by Osei Tutu in the 
late 17th century the Golden Stool has 
been a spiritual focal point for the 
Asante people r~calling the two foun­
ders of the kingdom, Osei Tutu and his 
successor Opoku Ware (1717-1750) . It 
is spoken of as if alive and its safety is 
regarded as more important than the 
safety of the king kimself. As an indica­
tion of its political and religious signifi­
cance the British correctly believed 
that one of the ways of sapping Asante 
morale during the Anglo-Asante wars, 
would be to capture the Golden Stool. 

Kente cloth 

The earliest type of cloth known in 
Ghana was made from bark, but per­
haps the most famous woven cloth 
produced in Ghana is kente cloth . It 
dates from the times of the old Asante 
kingdom when kings and queen-mo­
thers ordered their weavers to create 
patterns which were then named after 
their owners. The use of cloth patterns 
to distinguish families or individuals 
exists in many parts of the world, the 
most famous in Europe being the Scot­
tish tartans which represent the various 
clans. Some of the kente cloth designs 
on display in the museum are very 
complex and require considerable 
weaving skills to produce . 

Ceremonial staff 
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Asante stool 

Colonial reminders 

Some of the exhibits in the museum 
are reminders of the relatively short 
period of colonial rule in Ghana 
(known at that time as the Gold Coast). 
There are maps, and drawings of the 
colonial forts on the coast which fre­
quently changed hands before the Bri­
tish finally took control in 1874, 
engravings from a book on the Anglo­
Asante wars, currency and postage 
stamps from the various periods, and 
even two state chairs used by colonial 
governors. One belonged to the last 
Dutch governor of Elmina castle (start­
ed by the Portuguese in 1482) bearing 
the emblems of the royal house of 
Orange-Nassau, the other with the 
crest of the Hohenzollern emperors of 
Germany belonged to the last governor 
of German Togoland, the western half 
of which was later incorporated into 
the Gold Coast colony. 

An African museum 

Ghana's national museum aims to 
represent Ghanaian art, history and 
culture, but it also has numerous 
exhibits from other parts of Africa-or­
naments, masks, statues and pottery. 
The problem of acquiring objects from 
other countries limits the museum's 
range, and even the Ghanaian exhibits 
could be considerably extended if 
funds and sources of material were 
more readily available. The staff are 

keen to develop the museum 's contri­
bution to Ghana's cultural life, and 
from time to time arranged lectures 
and publish periodicals to complement 
the role of the museum itself. The 
museum has also carried on the 
archeological tradition of Achimota 
college and despite the heavy burden 
of work on the staff they have been 
able to add to the museum's 
ethnographic material by 
archaeological excavations 
in various parts of the coun­
try which it is hoped will 
gradually add to the know­
ledge of Ghana's past. 0 

IAN PIPER 



Jeanne-Fram;oise Vincent - Tradi­
tions et transition, entretiens avec des 
femmes Beti du Sud-Cameroun (Tradi­
tion and transition, with Beti women 
from South Cameroon) - Collection 
L'homme d'outre-mer Berger­
Levrault - 5, rue Auguste Compte, 
Paris XV - 1977 

From their earliest contacts with Ger­
man colonialists and missionaries at 
the end of the 19th century, the Beti, a 
sub-group of the Fang, have attracted 
the attention of observers and detailed 
studies, even theses, have been written 
on them. This new book has an original 
theme-old women of the tribe recall 
certain aspects of their traditional 
society. 

The Beti may appear to have lost 
their own culture. They were once 
semi-nomadic warriors and hunters, 
but they are now fairly prosperous 
peasant cocoa-growers and almost all 
of them have become Christians. 
Yaounde, the capital of Cameroon, was 
founded and has grown up on their 
territory. 

These radical changes are, however, 
recent ones and over the 1967-1971 
period an ethnologist, well-versed in 
the problems of African women, was 
still able to collect information from old 
peasant women on the way in which 
their society developed. 

How do women see their old, tradi­
tional status? What did marriage 
involv.e and what was the attitude to 
polygamy, an everyday feature of life? 
Why were there female rites alongside 
the male ones? How did these rites tie 
up with the belief in witchcraft? How 
did these women feel when the first 
missions were set up and how do they 
account for the success of Christian­
ity? 

The respondents gave spontaneous, 
humorous, sometimes bitter answers to 
all these questions. They showed that 
illiterates are well able to analyse their 
society, often with remarkable lucidity 
and ease, on the basis of genuine 
experience rather than general ideas. 

The transcripts of the talks are set 
out in full so as to keep the full impact 
and flavour of the original. The deliber­
ately short preface is in the form of a 
reader's guide, providing clarification 
and explanation of the words them­
selves. Cross references enable the 
reader follow individual themes 
through the transcripts. 

BOOKS 

This is one of several modern works 
devoted to African women and, like 
recent ethnological and sociological 
studies, it gets the people concerned to 
say what they think, essential•y giving 
the reader the wherewithal to make his 
own assessment of what Beti women 
and Beti society have become. 

"Rich and poor countries", by Hans 
Singer and Javed Ansari, published by 
George Allen & Unwin, London, at 
£6.50 

This is one of a new range of eco­
nomics textbooks on development pro­
blems which have appeared since the 
collapse of the old Bretton Woods eco­
nomic system, the OPEC phenomenon, 
and the debate on the New Internation­
al Economic Order. Although the world 
is still divided between rich and poor, 
the relationship between the haves and 
have-nots is no longer being treated as 
a simple two-sided problem. 

The oil exporters, although develop­
ing countries themselves, have 
acquired a new economic power 
through OPEC, and the rise in oil pri­
ces has sharpened the division 
between the poorest countries and 
other non-oil producing developing 
countries. The authors reconsider the 
economics of development within this 
changed context. The book is aimed at 
university students and, because of the 
absence of too much economic theory, 
the more general reader interested in 
Third World development. 

The authors both teach development 
economics. They accept that in the 
rapidly changing situation of the world 
economy, no book is going to be 
entirely up to date. Their aim is rather 
to provide an analysis of the underlying 
factors that currently determine the 
relations between rich and poor coun-
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tries in such fields as trade, aid, the 
transfer of technology, the role of 
transnational corporations and invest­
ment. 

Alain BIROU and Paul-Marc HENRY.­
"Pour un autre development" 
(Towards a different form of develop­
ment)- Collection IEDES-Tiers Monde 
- Presses Universitaires de France 
Paris 1976 - 352 pages. 

There has been a noticeable tenden­
cy towards group work in recent publi­
cations on a new world order and the 
process of development. The RIO 
report, for example, was the work of 21 
international experts and Birou and 
Henry had the help of 44 international 
development experts on this book. 

Birou and Henry devised the book, 
edited it and were responsible for the 
general summary. Their formula is an 
original one. For reasons which Paul­
Marc Henry explains at the beginning, 
the whole book is based on a question­
naire sent to various experts. He stress­
es that the answers are not standard 
responses-they are rather the personal 
opinions of these well-known people 
from all over the world on the nature of 
and the dominant trends in develop­
ment at the moment and on the possib­
ilities of another world development 
process. 

The first thing was to question and 
criticize the very type of the develop­
ment of industrial societies so as to 
make a new international political and 
economic order possible. A further 
series of questions deals with the 
future of the Earth as a whole, in 
which, it would appear, all countries 
are destined to increasing interdepen­
dence. This can only be achieved with­
out inj_ustice if the nations themselves 
desire solidarity. 
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