
































































































































































































An African art exhibition 
• Belgium 

Pictures at an exhibition ... 

An African art exhibition ran from 4 
July to 5 September in an unusual set­
ting-in the Galeries du Grand-Hornu, 
converted from the vast workshops and 
warehouses of an old colliery, near 
Mons in Belgium. The aim was to reveal 
the roots of black African art. More than 
40 000 people from a number of coun­
tries visited the exhibition, drawn by the 
15 000 posters distributed by the Bel­
gian Tourist Office. 

The gallery is an independent one, 
specializing in modern art, and usually 
exhibits contemporary work. However, 
since the discovery of the masks and 
statues of Africa by European artists in 
the 1900s made Western art somewhat 
less conservative and routine, it was nat­
ural for the gallery to go back to the or­
igins of this artistic influence and put on 
this exhibition of negro art. The event 
was organised by collector Simon du 
€hastel, who obtained the exhibits on 
loan from a number of private collec­
tions and had no difficulty in persuading 
the gallery to agree to housing them. 

The number of visitors is not the de­
ciding factor in assessing the quality and 
level of an exhibition of this kind. Nor is 
the number of works of art on show-in 

this case more than 400 exhibits from 
almost every country in Africa. However, 
both do prove that there is contact at 
frequent intervals between civilisations 
which are both in turn reviewing and re-

THE ARTS 

vising their own artistic criteria or seek­
ing to rediscover their own traditional 
values. 

The visitors, who went for a variety 
of reasons, often had widely differing 
opinions about the exhibition-not as re­
gards its quality, but about the reasons 
behind it. The visitors' book is proof of 
their interest. A visitor from Mauritania 
said, for example, that she, as an Afri ­
can, had been delighted to see examples 
of African art "in a wonderful setting" 
and felt that all men were "united by art 
and by universal and everlasting values". 
The entry by a visitor from New York 
said simply, "I am full of admiration " . 
This is followed by a sarcastic "bravo 
for the systematic pillage of Africa " and, 
two lines further on, praise for saving so 
many works of art that would otherwise 
have been condemned to oblivion. 

Simon du Chaste! is enthusiastic about 
Africa, where he has travelled widely. 
This is his 30th exhibition about the 
continent. The Hornu exhibition had ele­
ven main themes- masks, statues, ani­
mals, cups and boxes, stools, drums, vil ­
lage scenes, magic, foreign cultural influ­
ence, terracottas and metal objects. It is 
worth mentioning that modern objects 
as well as older works of art were on 
show. The value of African art is more 
a question of evocative power than of 
age- which is far too often seen as a 
positive artistic virtue in Europe. 

Although the origin of many objects is 
not always known, their authenticity 
speaks for itself. However, as du Chaste! 
says, we should by no means always 
classify them as art proper. They have or 
can have non-aesthetic beau•y which 
has nothing to do with the traditions of 
European and American art. African 
sculptors do not create art as we under­
stand it, as du Chaste! explains in the 
catalogue. Most of the pieces were 
made to fulfil a specific function in a 
given African civilisation and may seem 
meaningless out of context. 

This meeting of civilisations may well 
lead us to revise our own ideas- the 
white man will often put forward his 
own conception of truth without seeking 
to find what truth means to others. The 
search for truth in contemporary Amer­
ican art is very much rooted in African 
civilisation. The diversity of African in­
ventiveness, the desire in industrialised 
societies to return to a natural setting, 
and a certain nostalgia for ancient civil ­
isations and sciences, all contributed to 
attracting so many visitors to the exhi­
bition. • R.D.B. 
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Basely Crawford (Trinidad and Tobago)and Donald Quarrie (Jamaica) respectively won the 100m and the 200m in Montreal, beating 
Valery Borzov of the USSR (r. to I.: Crawford, Borzov, Quarrie) 

After Montreal, 
will Moscow marl< the end 

of the Olympic Games 
as we have l<now them? 

The Olympic Games, held in Montreal 
from 17-31 July 1976, are over. The 
lights have gone out and the points have 
been counted but there are still conclu­
sions-of both a sporting and a political 
nature-to be drawn from these, the 
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22nd Olympic Games. Once again Chi­
na, with its billion inhabitants, was miss­
ing, as, this time, were Africa and a 
number of other countries of the Middle 
East and the Caribbean (See "Courier", 
no. 39). 

As far as results were concerned, the 
United States slipped badly, the USSR 
maintained its position and East Ger­
many made great strides forward. There 
were revelations from some of the 
sparsely populated countries, particularly 
the ACP group (Trinidad and Tobago 
and Jamaica), from some individuals like 
young Nadia Comaneci, the Polish gym­
nast, and the fantastic Alberto Juantore­
na from Cuba, the first athlete ever to 
win the 400 m and the 800 m at the 
same Games. 

Jamaica's Donald Ouarrie won the 
200m and Hasley Crawford from Trin­
idad and Tobago won a gold medal in 
the 100 m. These were the biggest sur­
prises. Ouarrie and Crawford are the 



first sprinters to break the domination of 
the black Americans in these events-al­
though the Jamaican's victory was not 
entirely unexpected since he is co-holder 
of the world 200 m record. 

Contrary to what was said in the heat 
of the moment, the absence of the 
African sportsmen was a considerable 
loss as far as the balance of the Games 
was concerned. As Robert Pariente, a 
journalist scarcely noted for being pro­
African, has said, the absence of African 
altered the Games more than one might 
think. It made them less universal, which 
we cannot but regret. It also made all 
the events from the 1500 m to the mar­
athon far less interesting. Bayi would 
surely have beaten Walker in the 
1500 m. And in the 10 000 m, the 
3000 m steeplechase and the marathon, 
the Ethiopians and the Kenyans in 
particular-as we saw at two pre-Olym­
pic meetings-would have achieved 
things that Europeans could probably 
not even have dreamed of. 

It is worth noting that the Tanzanian 
Filbert Bayi's world 1500 m record was 
not beaten in Montreal and that, at a 
post-Olympic meeting in Berlin, the Ken­
yan Mike Boit confortably got to within 
7 I 1 OOths of the world 800 m record. 

Despite the fact that Africa was not 
represented at Montreal, the African 
athletes lost none of their status, al­
though, as Pariente said, their absence 
considerably affected the technical qual­
ity of the sumptuous spectacle we were 
expecting. This was unfortunate as far 
as the Games were concerned-but 
what alternative was there? 

This brings us to the two political les­
sons to be learned from Montreal since 
we must admit that the Olympic Games 
are a political event, or at least that 
they have political connotations. For 
one, the vast nature of the Olympic 
Games means that only rich countries 
can play host to them. Then there is the 
playing of the national anthem and the 
unfurling of the flag of the country of 
the winner. Finally-and perhaps this is 
the most important aspect-there is the 
South African question. First Munich, 
then Montreal. Hopefully we have seen 
the last pf this politico-sporting drama. 
But if this is to be the case, then it must 
be made clear that Africa feels that it is 
no longer possible to ignore human 
dignity. 

The Games are a gigantic undertaking 

and Moscow will probably try to out­
strip the previous host countries. How­
ever, after 1980, perhaps we will see 

the end of the present conception of the 
Olympic Games, which should be and is 
under fire. Let's hope so. • L.P: 

Alberto Juantorena of Cuba: a tremendous double gold in the 400 m and the 800 m 
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John D. ESSEKS et al. - "Afrique de 
l'independance politique a l'indepen­
dance economique" (Africa-from 
political independence to economic in­
dependence). - Presses universitaires 
de Grenoble, 1975 - Franc;ois Mas­
pero, 275 pages, FF 55. 

Once political independence had been 
won, young African states were obvi­
ously faced with a fundamental choice 
as to what to do about their economic 
dependence. There were two distinct 
options-either agree to continue with 
relations as they were before, thereby 
confirming their traditional economic 
dependence, or attempt to rectify the si­
tuation and do away with it. 

However, although it was clear what 
the two basic choices were, the initial si­
tuation and the options available varied 
widely from country to country. These 
initial differences and the variety of ap­
proaches adopted to them are the sub­
ject of a number of comparative studies 
and criteria, and parameters have been 
defined so that similarities and differ­
ences can be identified. To these com­
mon denominators of economic depen­
dence and those problems facing all the 
states, specific criteria for each individual 
country had to be added. 

Gerard de Bernis sums up the case of 
Algeria, which is in virtually full control 
of the principal sectors of the economy 
and reaping the proper benefits of its 
own oil industry. 

Pierre Judet suggests that Tunisia, in 
spite of being a small country with limit­
ed natural resources, has nevertheless 
persevered with a planned economy 
backed up by a policy of training its own 
management staff. However, its success 
here has only enabled it to diversify the 
countries on which it depends and not 
to bring about total economic indepen­
dence. 

John D. Esseks then analyzes Ghana. 
This country is largely dependent on 
cocoa exports and these are unstable 
because of the fluctuations of the world 
market. The Ghana-ization of the work 
force does not appear to guarantee a 
successfully economy. 

Crispin Kamau suggests that the large 
number of colonials working in agricul­
ture in Kenya is the reason for the Ken-

BOOKS 
ya-ization policy whose fruits may boost 
inter-African competition. 

Jean-Louis Lacroix thinks that Zaire 
was able to become economically inde­
pendent because the government took 
over the mines. Once the Zairization 
programme was complete, there was 
still the problem of finding a system of 
economic development that would be of 
benefit to the population as a whole and 
overcome social contradictions, rather 
than simply serve the national bourgeoi­
sie. 

Socialism in Mali suffers, Jan Des­
seau says, from too much red tape and 
too few resources. 

The Ivory Coast, which is financially 
linked to France and the other ex-French 
colonies of Africa, agreed to foreigners 
participating in its economy and this led 
to its present prosperity. However, 
Georges Lawson's analysis poses the 
question-putting aside the confusion 
between independence and prosperity­
to whom does this prosperity actually 
belong and what policy will need to be 
adopted in the future, particularly as far 
as immigration is concerned? 

The final comparison of these various 
national experiences leads to the conclu­
sion that while the key resources still 
come from outside, the African econo­
mies are free to use them in ways that 
are appropriate to the African continent. 

This work contains a large number of 
clear, informative tables and the writing 
is straightforward and concise. The ana­
lyses are rigorous, we are provided with 
comparative and specific data and the 
conclusions are objective. Regular updat­
ing-plus, perhaps, extension of the 
work to other countries-would be very 
much appreciated, particularly in view of 
the large number of world conferences 
that have been held recently to discuss 
the increased economic dependence of 
the Third World. 
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L' accroissement de Ia population et 
l'avenir economique de I' Afrique (Pop­
ulation growth and the economic fu­
ture of Africa) - a collection edited by 
S.H. OMINDE and C.N. EJIOGU. -
Population Council, New York 
French edition ( 1974) - G. Harcourt, 

15 rue Mesnil, 75116 Paris, France -
768 pages. 

A seminar on demographic growth 
and economic development was held at 
the University of Nairobi (Kenya) from 
14 to 22 December 1969. Specialists 
from various university and research es­
tablishments from both French and En­
glish-speaking countries of Africa dis­
cussed the crucial interrelations between 
population growth and socio-economic 
planning. The aim was to discuss trends 
in methodology and to look at the re­
sults of previous research. This collec­
tion, edited by S.H. Ominde and C.N. Eji­
ogu (English edition, 1972) includes 
most of the papers read at the seminar. 

The demographic factor is particularly 
important in Africa. Available data sug­
gest that it has the highest birth rate of 
any of the major regions of the world 
and the death rate, although high too, is 
falling steadily. It is obvious that any sort 
of socio-economic development plan­
ning will have to take account of popu­
lation size. Africa has all the advantages 
of youth, although young people are 
usually dependent on the working pop­
ulation. The young states of Africa have 
to reckon with the considerable effects 
of the high rate of population growth, 
which, so far, is the second highest in 
the world after that of Latin America but 
seems likely to catch up with or even 
overtake it. It should be stressed that, all 
too often, the tendency is to think in 
terms of a "one way" effect, ignoring 
the reverse side of the coin, i.e. the ef­
fect of economic change on the popula­
tion. 

In this work, a team of specialists at­
tempts not only to analyze the import­
ance of demographic considerations as 
far as development programmes are 
concerned, but also to look at the influ­
ence of economic policies on the popu­
lation. The collection is in nine parts, in 
which different specialists present their 
studies of the relations between the 
demographic and economic factors of 
development in the light of the condi­
tions in each of the countries covered. 
The demographic data on the countries 
of Africa includes the level and trends in 
the birth rate, urbanization and migra­
tion, the effect of rapid population 



growth on social planning, the use of 
demographic data in development plan­
ning, the importance of a national family 
programme and a population policy. 

This selection of papers from the Nai­
robi seminar-a major event as far as 
African demography is concerned-is a 
valuable source of information and par­
ticularly useful to anyone interested in 
the complex problems of demographic 
trends in Africa and its interaction with 
the general socio-economic develop­
ment of the continent. 
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Hildebert ISNARD. - "Geographie de 
I' Afrique tropicale et australe" (Geog­
raphy of tropical and southern A fri­
ca).-3rd revised edition No 1139-in 
the Que sais-je 7 series, Presses Uni­
versitaires de France, Paris, 1974, 
125 pages. 

The work is in three main 
parts--geography (relief, climate, water 
and vegetation), people (population, tradi­
tional ways of life, modern economy) 
and the major areas of the country. The 
author, who teaches at the University of 
Nice, gives a precise, concise sketch of 
Africa. 

He describes a homogeneous Africa, 
united because all its countries have the 
same tropical background and the same 
black people so close to their origins. 
The geographical features bring only 
variations within this vast continent, 
dominated by its climate. Africans must 
base the development of their economy 
on their natural milieu, in the light of its 
special values. 

African states can collaborate with 
each other and overcome the difficulties 
created by the lack of geographical or 
human coherence at national level that is 
so often the heritage of the colonial pe­
riod. 

This, the third edition, has been 
brought up to date and will be a valu­
able contribution to our basic knowledge 
of Africa. 
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Problems of higher education and devel­
opment in Central Africa - (a collec-

tion of papers in honour of Guy MAL­
ENGREAU). - Catholic University of 
Louvain. Work group on international 
relations. Paris, Libraire Gemerale de 
droit et de jurisprudence, 1975, 227 
pages. 

This collection of a dozen papers in­
cludes three essays on economic sub­
jects. 

The first is by M. Norro and refers to 
the experience of the Institute of Eco­
nomic and Social Research at the Uni­
versity of Louvain and explains the prob­
lems facing educational and economic 
research in Zaire in the gradual attempt 
to reconcile the reality of Africa today 
with the need to maintain the standards 
of the university. 

The second, by R. Yakemtchouk, takes 
a critical look at the three successive as­
sociation agreements that began by link­
ing the Six to a number of African coun­
tries and led to the present Lome Con­
vention between the enlarged Communi­
ty and almost the whole of black Africa. 

Lastly, F. Bezy, a well-known expert 
on the economy of development, dis­
cusses current changes in international 
economic relations between developing 
and industrialized countries--changes 
which are leading to different trade re­
lations, a certain redeployment of world 
industry and the greater involvement of 
developing countries in the process of 
industrial production. 
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1974 Yearbook of companies and prin­
cipal importers I exporters in Senegal. 

THE COURIER 
EUROPEAN COMMUNITY -

AFRICA - CARIBBEAN - PACIFIC 

Commission 
of European Communities 

200 rue de Ia Loi 
1049-BRUSSELS 

(Belgium) 

Tel. 735 00 40- 735 80 40 
Telex COMEURBRU 21877 

- 2nd Dakar International Fair, 3-12 
December 1976 - CFAF 2000. 

This yearbook of importers and expor­
ters in Senegal is much the same as the 
previous edition. One or two figures and 
tables have been altered in the light of 
readers' comments and to keep in line 
with the flourishing development of the 
national economy over the last two 
years. 

The new economic policy is marked 
by a desire to progress by introducing 
structures and programmes that are 
properly adapted to both the national si­
tuation and the world economic situa­
tion by means of long-term projects, so 
as to promote the economic take-off 
that will pave the way to an industrial 
society. 

Senegal's economy is outward-look­
ing. Its geographical position makes it a 
crossroads for air and sea routes that is open 
to the outside world. The visitor from 
abroad sees Senegal as a lively symbio­
sis of all that is African and universal. 
The Dakar International Fair--one of the 
biggest trade events in black Africa-the 
vast development projects (free industrial 
zone, Dakar Marine, etc.) and its readi­
ness to integrate with regional economic 
bodies, such as CEAO, CDEAO, the 
EEC and the ACP, are a part of this out­
ward-looking policy. 

The yearbook contains some essential 
data on the Senegalese economy-a 
summary analysis, trends, outlook, com­
mercial and customs legislation, the con­
ditions for setting up industries and the 
investment code. 
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