






















































































































































































































































































Antoine Akakpo, on a summer course at
Annecy (France); next stop Africa

78  SPORTS

ANTOINE AKAKPO
Togolese tennis ace in Paris

Antoine Akakpo of Togo is one of
the few African tennis stars play-
ing the French circuits. Now doing a
course at the National Sports Institute in
Paris, he plays in many tennis tourna-
ments in France as well as teaching
young players. On his way through
Brussels recently he talked about the fu-
ture of tennis in Africa and his personal
plans for developing it.

For a long time, tennis in Africa was
exclusively a European game, a prestige
game, which very few Africans could
get into. This has left something of a
hangover, Akakpo said, in that many
young Africans today not only have no
interest in tennis but claim they are “all-
ergic” to it. Unlike other imported games
(such as boxing) which were taught in
the schools, nothing has ever been done
to popularise tennis. This is hardly sur-
prising, Akakpo said, as “even in France
lawn tennis has always had a snob va-
lue”.

So how did Antoine Akakpo come to
be a tennis player? It began with a
chance meeting between two young
people when Antoine was a keen rugger
player. One of his friends had had a pre-
sent of a racket and Antoine went into
his club to see him play. At first, after
simply bashing a ball against a wall, he
played as an ordinary amateur. Now,
through the National Sports Institute in
Paris, he is training to be a professional
tennis coach in Africa and is already well
into the complicated tournament system
in France.

Before leaving for Europe he was al-

ready well known in his own country
and other parts of Africa. He was in the
Togo team in a number of inter-African
tournaments, not only in nearby Nigeria,
Dahomey and Ghana, but also in several
other central African countries where in-
ternational matches have become regu-
lar annual fixtures.

Antoine Akakpo's course at the Sports
Institute is now nearly finished and he is
thinking about getting back to Togo. He
has plenty to do back home.

The first task is to make the young
Togolese  tennis-conscious.  Akakpo
wants to go on prospecting tours
through the country, talent-spotting
among the very young.

After this, he says, he will try to set
up an African tennis organisation, look-
ing for cooperation in countries where
the game is already well on its feet such
as Senegal and Cameroon, where there
are tennis federations and a good many
players. This is the real task.

But Akakpo does not want to stop at
the national or the regional level. He
looks to the future of African tennis on
a much bigger scale, with an eye to the
whole of Africa and, sume day, to an all-
Africa organisation, an African Wimble-
don and Africa’s own—why not? Arthur
Ashe.

The programme is ambitious. He has
no illusions about the difficulties, espe-
cially the lack of clubs and equipment.
But he has faced tougher challenges on
the centre court. B
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