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Interventions 
by the 3rd EDF 

(up to early 1975) 

CIVIL ENGINEERING 

Water conduit to City 
of Cotonou 

Convention no. 1026 signed 20 July 
1971. 

Amount committed: F-CFA 902 mil­
lion. A supplement has been asked for, 
and this will bring the total cost of the 
project to about F-CFA 1 027 million. 

Purpose: To equip the city of Cotonou 
with a drinking-water system to cover 
requirements till 1985. 

The work in progress will have neces­
sitated: 

- laying of 142 km of conduit (diameter 
60-600) 

- construction of four reservoirs of 
1 600 cu. m. 

- pumping station 

- water treatment station. 
The project is accompanied with tech­

nical assistance for supervision of the 
works. 

Palm oil mill at Agonvy 

Convention no. 1051 signed February 
22, 1972. 

Amount committed: F-CFA 902 million 
by loan from the European Investment 
Bank. 

Porto-Novo- Pobe road 

Convention no. 1107 of 21 February 
1973. 
Amount committed: F-CFA 1260 million. 
If the full programme is to be carried out, 
a supplement of F-CFA 125 million will 
be needed. 

Purpose: Improvement and surfacing of 
Porto- Novo- Po be road, central artery 
of the Department of Oueme. 

About 70 km of the road have been 
completed. 

Completion of the work in progress is 
scheduled for May 1975. 

Purpose: Construction and equipment 
on two levels to extend the existing 
institute, which had itself been financed 
from the 1st EDF. 

This extension has become indispens­
able since the institute took over the 
training of midwives and the study 
course was raised to three years to permit 
of the issue of a diploma equivalent to the 
French diploma. 

Completion of the works in progress is 
scheduled for May 1975. The equipment 
may have been fully installed by the end 
of 1975. 

Superstructure extensions 
in the fishing port of Cotonou 

Convention no. 1132 of 27 June 1973. 
Amount committed: F-CFA 150 million. 

Purpose: Construction and equip-
ment of a number of buildings and other 
works for fish storage, conditioning and 
sale, consisting mainly of: 

Purpose: Construction of a palm-oil 
mill with a total capacity of 20 tons of 
fruit per hour. 

The Agonvy oil palm scheme. 

The oil plant will deal with the fruit from 
two plantations: 

7 000 ha financed from EDF 2 
3 000 ha financed from EDF 3 

expected annual production: 10 000 tons 
of palm oil in 1976 and 2 400 tons of 
palm kernels. 

The extension of the oil mill is sche­
duled for 1977. 

The oil mill came into production in 
December 1974. 
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It will be noted that the increase of 
about 40% in prices of petroleum prod­
ucts has a considerable effect on this 
project. 

Accompanying the project is technical 
assistance for supervision of the works. 

Extension of the National 
Medico-social Institute 

- a cold chamber at -25 °C (190 
sq. m.); 

- a cold chamber between 0 and 
-25 °C (87 sq. m.); 

- a deep-freeze tunnel and an ice 
machine; 

- a technical bulding; 

- extension of the fish warehouse (770 
sq. m.) and a semi-wholesale sales shed 
(775 sq. m.). 

Convention no. 1138 of 27 June 1973. The work in progress will be completed 
Amount committed: F-CFA 97 million. at the beginning of March 1975. 



AGRICULTURE 

Horticultural and nutrition 
training centre at Quando 

Convention no. 1022 of 20 July 1971. 
Amount committed: F-CFA 267.5 mil­

lion. 
Purpose: Training of supervision and 

stimulation officers in horticulture and 
nutrition and personnel to replace foreign 
experts after completion of the project. 

The plan is to provide instruction in 
matters of nutrition, hygiene and family 
economy to about 400 mothers of fami­
lies. Apart from financing the supervisory 
personnel, the project provides for the 
purchase of various types of material and 
the setting up of certain buildings. 

10 000 hectares of cashew 
nut trees 

Convention no. 1 082 of 7 August 
1972. 

Amount committed: F-CFA 780 million. 
Purpose: Execution of a four-year 

agro-industrial programme for planting 
nut trees and processing the nuts. The 
plantation area is 10 000 ha, including 
3 500 ha of village plantations; and an 
additional 1 800 ha of existing planta­
tions are being taken over. 

A mill for processing the nuts has also 
been erected. It came into production in 
December 1974 and has a nominal ca­
pacity of 750 tons p.a. 

Agro-industrial improvement 
scheme in Department 
of Oueme 

Convention no. 1 081 of 7 August 1972. 
Amount committed: F-CFA 1170 mil­

lion. 

Purpose: The Oueme scheme is part 
of the national oil-palm development 
programme and aims to lay out 3 000 ha 
of selected palm in the form of coopera­
tive blocs shared by three cooperatives. 
The project includes a number of con­
nected measures calculated to secure a 
smooth development in the agro-indus­
trial complex at Agonvy, with the forma­
tion of villages, a network of paths and 
tracks, cereal storage facilities and 
2 000 ha of area for annual crops. 

The project is additional to the 
programme financed from the 2nd 
EDF (Project 211.007.15-7000ha at 
Agonvy). 

SURVEYS AND TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE 

- Technical study for the construction 
and operation of the Agonvy oil mill. 

Survey completed - Cost: F-CFA 
1 .03 million. 

- Outline organisation and accountancy 
plan for the National Rural Development 
Company (SODADER). 

Survey completed - Cost F-CFA 
8.33 million. 

Oil palm fruit. 

- Compilation of explanations and 
action plans for investment project to 
develop stock-raising in Northern Daho­
mey. 

Study completed - Cost F-CFA 
37.49 million. 

- Study of possibility of developing cul­
tivation of long textile fibres and if neces­
sary, laying down an execution pro­
gramme. 

Study completed - Cost F-CFA 
8.33 million. 

- Technical assistance to the oil mill at 
Mono, and financing availability to 
SONADER of: 

- an engineer for missions of short 
duration; 

- a technical engineer to make two 
visits of 3 months each 

Amount committed: F-CFA 16.66 mil­
lion. 

- Expert m1ss1on to compile tourist 
development project for Dahomey. 

The survey included: camping site at 
Porga, museum at Abomey, a promotion 
centre for crafts and the tourist trade. 

Survey completed-final cost: F-CFA 
3.3 million. 

- Survey for extension of Cotonou 
fishing port. 

The survey falls into three parts; 

- Preliminary study to identify condi­
tions of development of the future fishing 
port at Cotonou (completed); 

- Working out general projects for the 
fishing port (in progress); 

- Laying down technical project for 
port installations to be provided, with 
particulars for the call for tenders. 

Amount committed: F-CFA 30.55 mil­
lion. 

- Survey for hospital at Abomey. This is 
concerned with building a hospital of 
about 200 beds at Abomey. It includes 
programming for the pre-project and exe­
cution project and the drafting of partci­
ulars for the call for tenders and archi­
tectural supervision for the building of 
a hospital. 

Amount committed: F-CFA 38.88 mil­
lion. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Continuing bursary award pro-
gramme. 

Amount committed up to 1975: F-CFA 
289.651 million. 

- "CERFER LOME". 
Dahomey's share in operating the 

regional Study and Training Centre for 
road maintenance at Lome. 

Amount committed: F-CFA 48.8 mil­
lion. • 
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TOGO 

Steady 
progress 

of 
oil pal111 
projects 

The first programme of oil plantation 
development in Togo was concerned 
only with the natural-grown palm tree, 
covering about 70 000 ha and pro­
ducing between 5 and 7 000 tons of 
crude palm oil and between 16 and 
20 000 tons of palm kernels. 

In 1955 an expressing plant was built 
at Alokoegbe for extracting oil from 
natural palm fruit picked by the peasants. 
The capacity was 9 000 tons of fruit per 
annum, corresponding to 800 tons oil. 
In 1973-74 it produced 370 tons of oil. 

In 1968 the management of this plant 
was put in the hands of a specific body, 
known as SONAPH (Societe Nationale 
pour le developpement des Palmeraies a 
Huile) which also had the job of 
carrying out a development programme 
for selected palm. 

For an initial project financed by the 
EDF, Togo received a subsidy of F-CFA 
175m to get the processing plant into 
good order and lay out, in 1967-68, an 
area of 500 ha of selected palm in the 
same neighbourhood so as to improve 
the supplies available for treatment. 

In 1969 another subsidy of F-CFA 
600 million was granted by the EDF for 
laying out 3 000 ha with selected palm. 
There were two regions involved; 

- The Alokoegbe region, which was the 
collecting zone for the existing oil plant 
and where a further 300 ha of plantation 
were laid out, bringing the total selected 
palm around Alokoegbe to 800 ha in 
village plantations. 

- The Abou and Adeta regions where 
2 700 ha of plantation were laid out in 

' 1970-73. Their product is to supply 
another oil mill to be built later. 
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GHANA 

Palm oil mill at Alokoegbe. 

surfaced road financed 
by the EDF 

to Atakpame 

road financed by 
the EDF 

ECHELLE 1/600.000 

Location of the A /okoegbe oil palm project. 



The present programme is concerned 
only with the latter regions, and schedules 
a total of 1 700 ha of industrial plantation 
between 1974 and 1976. Based on 
credits from the EDF, 700 ha are now 
being laid out and the Togo government 
is covering from its own resources the 
laying out of the remaining 1 000 hec­
tares. In October 1974 the EDF provided 
a further subsidy under the programme, 
amounting to F-CFA 380m, for the 
development of these 700 ha and addi­
tional maintenance for the 3 000 ha 
previously financed. 

The Togo government's target is not 
limited to setting up the selected palm 
plantations and raising the production of 
palm oil, but also aims to diversify the 
region's agricultural production. On the 
employment side, the plantations require 
150 man-days per ha for laying out and 
a further 50 man-days per ha per annum 
for maintenance and harvesting. 

selected palm plantation, the processing 
capacity at Alokoegbe will need to be 
raised to 15 000 tons p.a. For this purpose 
the EDF provided Togo with F-CFA 
233m for putting the Alokoegbe oil plant 
in better order and extending its pro­
cessing capacity to 15 000 tons p.a. The 
funds provided for this purpose were 
supplemented by Togo with a further 
F-CFA 25m from the 1975 investment 
budget. 

Processing the product There is a risk that the future price of 
oil from Alokoegbe may be above what 
the Togo consumers will be paying if 
they were taking their supplies from 
outside the country. The internal market, 

The total selected palm plantations on 
the Agou and Adeta Plateaux will thus 
be around 4 400 ha after the end of 
1976. 

The scheduled deliveries of natural 
palm fruit to the Alokoegbe mill are 
1 0 000 tons p.a. This figure was reached 
in 1971-72, and with the further 
5 000 tons coming from the 800 ha of (See page 63) 

The EDF in Togo: some facts and figures 

Volume of EDF investment in Togo 
(1960-75) 

1st EDF 
2nd EDF 
3rd EDF 

Total 

in million units 
of account 

15.6 
19.8 
28 

in million 
F-CFA 

3 900 
5 500 
7 700 

U.A. 63.4 million 
equivalent to F-CFA 17 100 000 

The biggest intervention heading in Togo for all three EDF 
has been for road building, which took a total of F-CFA 
7 221 m, or 42% of the grand total for 1960-75 

1st and 2nd EDF- completed projects 

F-CFA million 
Roads: Atakpame-Palim6-Atakpame Badou 
Roads: Tsevie-Atakpame 
Roads: Lome-Palime 
Roads: Lome-Tsevie 
Coast road Lome-Dahomey frontier 
Road: Lama-Kara-Kande (section 1) 
Modernisation of Togo Railway 

Construction: Secondary school at Tokoin 
Construction: 50 Primary schools and 5 C.E.G. 
Construction: Agricultural school at Tove 
Construction: Maternity hospital, surgical block and 

nursing school at Tokoin 
Drainage at Lome (section 1) 
Improving Lome water supplies 

500 ha Selected palm plantations 
Development of Central and Plateaux regions 
Poultry farm at Baguida 
Production aids 
3 000 ha of selected palm plantations 
200 families settled in Kara valley 

1 488 
861 
850 
357 
350 
135 
423 

4464 

529 
511 
173 

240 
235 
160 

1 848 

175 
199 

77 
936 
599 
127 

"""""2113 

Scholarship programme 
Sundry project surveys: 

1st EDF- Works management 
2nd -Technical assistance linked with 

investment 

320 

265 

390 
--m 

Total 9 400 
Division of investments 
1st EDF total F-CFA 3 900 m 
2nd EDF total F-CFA 5 500 m 

F-CFA 9 400 m 

3rd EDF (1971-1975) 
Projects in progress 

F-CFA million 
Road: Tsevie-Atakpame (section 2) 
Road: Atakpame-Biitta 
Road: Lama-Kara-Kande 
Survey: Road Kande-Upper Volta frontier 

Port of Lome extensions 
Togo share of CERFER 

total roads 

545 
1 396 
1 120 

119 
3180 

300 
48.4 

total other infrastructure 1 348.4 

Village water works programme 
Drafting particulars for tender and supervision 
Well maintenance material and construction of 
262 wells 

total water 

Cotton growing development, including interim TA 
Selected palm at Agou 
Extension oil-mill at Alokoegbe 
Various SONAPH surveys 
Stock-raising improvement (survey) 
Stock-raising improvement (works) 

total farms/stock 

500 
32.5 

65 
597.5 

880 
380 
233 

28 
12 
70 

1 603 

375 Bursary programme 1972-75 
5 University instructors 

(2 projects+school at Tove) 181 
total education """""556 

TOTAL 3rd EDF PROJECTS, TOGO 7 285 
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MAURITANIA 

Port equip.nent in 
Nouakchott 

Fifteen years ago the newly indepen­
dent Islamic Republic of Mauritania had 
only one port, Nouadhibou, which lies at 
the extreme north of a low straight coast 
running for more than 600 km. 
Nouakchott, the capital city, and the 
main part of the national territory were 
unable to use the port because of the 
lack of means of communication. 

One of the first tasks for the Mauritanian 
government was to provide the country's 
capital with communications by sea. The 
tonnages at the time were quite modest 
and it was not easy to justify a deep-water 
port. 

1st intervention 

In 1966 a finance convention was 
signed between Mauritania and the EEC. 
This provided F-CFA 500 million, which 
was put at the disposal of the country for 
the first port equipment for Nouakchott. 
This was a commitment from the 1st EDF. 
The works were put in hand in February 
1963 and completed in September 1966. 

The project was not a very ambitious 
one, but was based on the realities of the 
time. The annual traffic with which it 
would have to deal was put at 50 000 
tons. The port installations provided in 
this first project were: 

- A lighterage wharf cons1stmg of a 
platform stretching into the sea; 

A "Sea Line" for unloading oil fuels; 

A storage shed on land; 

- A road linking the wharf with the 
Rosso-Nouakchott road; 

- A water conduit; 

- An electric transmission line from the 
capital; 

It was not long before the trade, inward 
and outward, had grown materially and 
the first equipment at Nouakchott wharf 
was no longer enough. 

2nd intervention 

The Mauritanian government accord­
ingly put in a request for a second finan­
cing convention with the EEC Commis­
sion, which was duly signed in 1969. Its 

purpose was to provide a loan to 
Mauritania on special terms to cover the 
extension of Nouakchott wharf. The 
amount specified was F-CFA 765 m. The 
content of this second project was: 

- Enlargement of the existing platform, 
the length of which was raised from 
86 to 145 meters and the breadth from 
21 to 25 meters; 

- Construction of a second access 
bridge to the platform (width 5 m.); 

- Improvement of land installations in 
the port area comprising: 

Construction of a workshop-ware­
house of 600 sq. m.; 

Enlargement of offices by 1 00 sq. m. 
with sanitary equipment; 

Supply and laying of water conduits 
and electrical connexions, including 

- Mobile equipment, including trains, 
rolling stock and launches. Port installations at Nouakchott. 
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a 350 KVA transformer and emer­
gency generating unit and lighting 
for the new installations; 

- Levelling, paving and closure of the 
open space; 

Additional land-based and floating 
equipment-cranes, elevator trucks, 
three 150 h.p. tugs and eight 50-ton 
lighters. 

3rd intervention 

In 1971 a third financing convention 
was signed, providing for an ED F com­
mitment of F-CFA 100m. It was de­
scribed as "additional improvements to 
Nouakchott wharf". It comprised: 

A) loan on special terms = 

F-CFA 765 m 
B) non-repayable aid 

F-CFA 667 395 m 

In the light of these figures and estima­
tes of the "profitability" of projects which 
have had EDF finance, it is interesting to 
glance at the results of the project. 

After eight years handling of traffic at 
Nouakchott wharf, it can now be said 
that this project from the 1st EDF made a 
very considerable contribution to Mauri­
tania as a whole and to the social, com­
mercial and industrial development of the 
country's capital. 

The figures tell an impressive story. 

Powerful cranes in the service of Mauritanian trade. 

Additional strengthening of the moor- Goods shipped 
ing quay; 

- Further electrical improvements. 

Afterwards, and in addition to this work, 
various other sums were committed by 
the ED F by way of temporary aid to 
Nouakchott Marine Authority. The 
amount involved was F-CFA 30.27 m 
plus two technical assistance contracts 
amounting to about U.A. 125 000. 

The EDF commitment for building the 
Nouakchott wharf, its extension, equip­
ment and additional improvements over 
the period since 1961, thus amounted in 
round figures to: 

1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 
1974 
1975 (est.) 

10 000 tons 
32 000 tons 
45 000 tons 
59 000 tons 
55 000 tons 
75 000 tons 

125 000 tons 
173 000 tons 
180 000 tons 
200 000 tons 

In 1 97 4 the traffic was made up as 
follows: 
- EXJ?Orts: 

- Copper . . . . . . 30 000 tons 
- Gums and resins-hides 60 tons 

- Imports: ± 150 000 tons 

In 1973 the Nouakchott installations 
were used by 143 ships. In 1974 the 
number was over 150. 

At the moment Nouakchott wharf has 
again reached the limits of its capacity. It 
was designed for a traffic of 50 000 tons 
in 1966 and has since been enlarged and 
refitted, but now the existing installations 
are being used at the absolute limit of 
their capacity. 

Mauritania is now thinking in terms of a 
deep-water port. As recently as 1961, this 
sounded like Utopia; but progress 
usually looks like a dream. The EDF is 
there to provide a base for future devel­
opment, a base such as the Nouakchott 
wharf. • C. PELLAS 

TOGO: oil palm projects 

(from page 61) 

however, is becoming bigger and bigger, 
and it is expected that by 1985 all the 
1 800 tons of Alokoegbe production will 
find their outlet in the local markets. 

The first production from the 4 400 ha 
of palm at Agou is to be processed at 
Alokoegbe; but by 1978, the Agou pro­
duction will be around 15 000 tons and 
Alokoegbe will no longer have the 
capacity to deal with it. An additional mill 
is therefore projected for construction at 
Agou. It will call for an investment of 
nearly F-CFA 1 300m for a treatment 
capacity of 20 tons per ha. The oil pro­
duction forecast is around 9 000 tons 
p.a. There is already an agreement of 
pr-inciple for the mill to be financed by the 
EDF, by means of a loan on special terms. 

With the improvements in the mill at 
Alokoegbe and the new one at Agou in 
normal operation, Togo hopes to raise its 
annual production of industrial palm oil, 
by about 1985, from the present figure of 
about 400 tons to a total of 11 000 tons, 
of which most will be for export. 

The SONAPH future projects are largely 
concerned with oil storage facilities in the 
port at Lome and a seed pressing plant in 
the port industrial area to be erected in 
1976, with a capacity of about 20000tons 
p.a. 

The total capacity of the SONAPH 
installations will thus cover: 
- Palm oil 11 000 tons p.a. 
- Palm kernel oil 10 000 tons p.a. 

There are other plans for local process­
ing to manufacture soap and margarine. • 

N. VINK 
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r------------- BOOKS 
Herman JOHANN, in cooperation with 

lise JOHANN. - Die wirtschaft­
lichen lntegrationsbestrebungen 
der Entwicklungslander (Attempts 
at economic integration in developing 
countries). Deutsches Obersee-lnsti­
tut-Probleme der Weltwirtschaft. 
(German Overseas Institute-World 
economic problems). Hamburg 1973. 

The experience of recent years has 
shown that, whatever may be the cause, 
the aid given by industrial countries to 
those of the Third World comes up 
against limiting factors. It is increasingly 
evident that developing countries have 
got to make greater and more effective 
efforts in surmounting their own under­
development and redeeming their back­
wardness. The problems arising in these 
countries, however, are so serious and so 
varied that solutions can only be reached 
by joint action. It is for this reason that the 
countries concerned have taken a num­
ber of steps towards cooperation and 
integration for the sake of securing a 
better deployment of their productive 
energies, remedying the narrowness of 
their markets and creating multinational 
links of various types, such as free trade 
areas, common markets and other sys­
tems of cooperation. 

The present analysis begins by exa­
mining the questions of principle in an 
integration policy. Its aim is to give a 
summary description of the various forms 
of integration in the Third World, and a 
critical survey of what has so far been 
achieved. The author seeks to identify the 
basic characteristics of these integration 
schemes, and only enters into detail to the 
extent that this is necessary for forming 
a balanced judgement. He does not, 
however, limit his description to the 
situation as it now exists, but endeavours 
to put it, however broadly, into its histori­
cal context without some knowledge 
of which the present position and prob­
lems of developing countries are diffi­
cult to understand. 

The work makes no claim to be exhaus­
tive and the authors' conclusions must 
thus be regarded as provisional. The 
tendencies followed and the objectives 
pursued by developing countries in their 
attempts at integration can, however, 
be clearly seen, as also can the impedi­
ments and limiting factors. The study may 
thus serve a useful purpose in defining an 
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integration strategy which will have real 
chances of success, and which the author 
considers to be an important stage on 
the road away from underdevelopment. 

000 

Teaching International Develop­
ment. - Community Alternatives, 
2524 Cypress Street, Vancouver B.C. 
V6J 3N2, Canada 1974. 

How should international development 
be explained to the growing generation 
of schoolchildren in the classrooms of the 
West? Two Canadian teachers, John 
McBride and John Olsen, active in com­
munity and educational work, have pro­
duced a manual for teachers that suggests 
a wide range of educational techniques to 
bring home to young people the essen­
tials of the subject. 

They believe the political and moral 
problems of all that is implied by "devel­
opment" can be brought into the class­
room, provided first principles are estab­
lished. To do this, they propose simulation 
games, outside exercises and plain black­
board teaching to try to make young 
school pupils fee!: what it means to 
belong to the poor two-thirds of the 
world. The chapters include population, 
hunger, literacy, aid and trade, a general 
review of the subject and a practical 
guide to obtaining information. 

Good points in the manual are notably: 
its awareness of children's natural curio­
sity about daily life in other cultures, 
especially its positive side, and their 
freedom from the criteria accepted by 
adults; its inventiveness in teaching 
ideas; its comprehensive coverage of 
the subject at schoolroom level; and its 
caution before moral and political stances 
that can blight a youthful curiosity 
growing in its own way. 

Bad points perhaps include a tendency 
to discuss the subject itself in staffroom 
rather than in classroom terms, and to 
scrape the barrel for possible exercises 
when the plain consideration of under­
development is in itself so rich and vital 
a subject for today's children in the 
industrial countries. 

000 

Jean-Pierre RAISON.- L'Afrique des 
Hautes Terres. - (The Highlands of 
Africa), Editions Armand Colin, Paris 
1974. 

The Upland Plateaux and volcanic 
mountains of East Africa are an enormous 
region which, for all the differences in its 
appearance, is not lacking in unity. In 
this book the author covers not only 
Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania, but also 
Ethiopia, Somalia, Rwanda, Burundi, the 
Comoro archipelago, Madagascar, Mauri­
tius, the Seychelles and Reunion Island. 

The author holds a degree in geography 
and is research director at ORSTOM. 
He sees in this part of the african conti­
nent a "unity in contrast which is all its 
own", which makes it unlike West 
Africa, where the group structure is more 
coherent. It is a rural world, in which the 
spread of population and economic 
activity are closely linked with the topo­
graphy. Side by side with cereal-growing 
and pastoral areas, there are commercial 
crops, such as sugar cane, bananas, 
coffee and cotton. 

"East Africa, like West Africa produces 
and exports coffee and cotton, but under 
these heads it is the more advanced. 
Among the cotton countries of tropical 
Africa Uganda and Tanzania come in 
second and third place after Nigeria. In 
coffee production only the Ivory Coast 
is ahead of Ethiopia and Uganda; and 
in the east the main part of the growing is 
arabica, which is almost unknown in the 
west. East Africa, leaving out cocoa and 
oleaginous crops, has made its place on 
the african continent as a specialist in 
secondary and marginal produce for 
which the markets are limited, such as 
cloves, vanilla, perfume plants and 
pyrethrum. For other lines of production 
it is in competition with the much better 
equipped countries of southern Africa. 
This is the case for sugar, sisal, copra, 
cashew nuts, tobacco and even for 
cereals and animal products." 

It would be to the advantage of the 
african highlands to organise themselves 
economically as a unit of more coherent 
structure; but the East African Com­
munity, nevertheless, is having many 
difficulties. How, the author asks, is this 
part of the world to provide for its own 
development? Will it take advantage of 
its coastline and throw itself open to the 
East? 
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Klaus BILLERBECK. - Alternative 
approaches for the future order of 
international trade in commodi­
ties.- German Development Institute, 
1, Berlin (West) 10, Fraunhoferstrasse 
33-36, 1974. 

Well before the oil cns1s spotlit the 
political importance of raw materials, 
the fact that the market-place alone 
cannot satisfactorily distribute the world's 
resources was becoming apparent in the 
international trade in commodities. 

Klaus Billerbeck of the German Devel­
opment Institute has written an invaluable 
summary of the alternatives to the market­
place, tracing the outline of a world­
scale mixed economy in a 50-page 
booklet. 

Klaus Billerbeck does not believe in 
single or ideal solutions. After a method­
ical examination of his "alternative 
approaches", which incidentally offers a 
sound introduction to the complex field 
of commodities, he comes to the loose 
conclusion that future international com­
modity trading must be based on inter­
national consultations offering the 
greatest possible satisfaction to both 
producers and consumers. In the fre­
quently dense language of economics, 
the author asks u~ how we propose to 
share out the world cake in future. 
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Joseph KLATZMANN. -To feed ten 
thousand million ( Nourrir dix mil­
liards d'hommes). - Collection SUP, 
Section "Le Geographe"-Presses uni­
versitaires de France, Paris-268 pages, 
37 FF.-1975. 

This is the most recent overall look at a 
subject of equal concern to the present 
and the future-the world food situation. 
M. Klatzmann teaches at the National 
Agronomic Institute of Paris-Grignon, 
is Director of Studies at the Ecole pratique 
des Hautes Etudes and a member of the 
French Academy of Agriculture. He 
makes a clear and honest attempt to 
provide an idea of the food situation, 
present and future, and gives special 
attention to the points on which equally 
distinguished experts are most passion­
ately at odds. 

We learn a good deal: nutritional norms 
and dieticians· debates, the effectiveness 
and the dangers of DDT, the range of the 
"green revolution", etc. Above all, it is 
clear that nothing in this field is simple. 
The Aswan dam, for instance, certainly 
represents progress; according to the 
press it should allow an increase of 20% 
in the 38 000 sq. kms of farmland 
supplying 37 million Egyptians; but it is 
less generally known that "the dam is 
filling up and the dose of fertilizers will 
have to be stepped up to compensate for 
lost lemon crops", that irrigation by 
canals helps spread bilharzia, that fresh 
water coming into the Nile delta with less 
nutritional elements has reduced the 
sardine catch ... So even the most spec­
tacular achievements can be contro­
versial. 

Over and above the discussions on 
such-and-such a point, the critical 
analyses and the FAO statistics, one 
thing at least remains st.arkly clear: the 
question of how many people the world 
can feed without compromising the 
future of coming generations by pollution 
and the destruction of natural resources. 
Joseph Klatzmann's answer is straight­
forward for all the caution of his analysis: 
the Earth's resources are adequate to feed 
at least ten thousand million people, 
without giving up animal products. He 
reckons the means already exist for using 
these resources and that there are no 
insurmontable obstacles, not even the 
traditional routine of the peasant farmer. 

So what should be done? Firstly, 
"give agriculture priority". This emphasis 
would change the scale of values in 
under-developed countries. As far as the 
material means are concerned, they could 
be obtained if the big powers agreed to 
reduce arms spending a little and to 
impose disarmament on smaller powers. 
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Then, set up a world organisation inde­
pendent of national governments to 
manage natural resources. Finally, it 
seems essential to fight population 
growth, both in the short term-because 
it will take time to really start increasing 
farm production-and in the long term, 
because stabilising the world population 
at ten or twelve thousand million requires 
immediate action now. 

The author has no illusions about the 
possibility of putting these proposals into 
effect quickly and on a large scale. He 
ends: "what must be proposed is action 
wherever it seems possible, because not 
all the necessary measures will be taken ... 
The fact that digging a well in Africa only 
saves a few people, while the human race 
has the means of saving us all, is no 
reason for not digging that well". 

000 

Jacques CHEVRIER.-Litterature ne-
gre (Black literature).-Editions 
Armand Colin, Paris, 1974. 

In this work Chevrier begins by sum­
marising the history of negro culture, 
with a special study of the work of the 
founders of the movement-Cesaire, 
Damas and Senghor. He goes on to 
analyse the contemporary African novel, 
exemplified in the writings of Camara 
Laye, Ferdinand Oyono, Mongo Beti, 
Sheikh Hamidou Kane, Ahmadou Kou­
rouma and others. In this he sees through 
to their essential attitudes, to their 
frustrations under the colonial system and 
the clash between Africanism and the 
culture of the West. 

The book ends with a thorough study 
of the distribution of books in Africa, 
attendance in libraries, African publishing 
houses and other aspects! in the light of 
the competition of audio-visual culture. • 
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