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GNP per capita 

150 ECU (1993) 

Exports 

82 361 000 ECU (1994) 

rutile 48% 

bauxite 25% 

Debt service I exports 

11.92% (1993) 

Social 
indicators 

Population growth rate 

2.69% (1995) 

Primary schooling rate 

47.8% (1995) 

Urbanization rate 

34.60% (1993) 

Sierra Leone 

Surrounded by Guinea and Liberia, Sierra Leone - independent since 1961 - is situated in coastal 

Western Africa and benefits from a good rainy season and a temperate climate. The country is cov­

ered with tropical forest in the south-east. The economy. one of the poorest in the world, remains 

depressed, despite some progress made since 1992 in implementing an adjustment Programme .The 

armed conflict which began in 199 I in the South-East of the country spread throughout most of the 

country in 1994/1995, rendering all but Freetown practically inaccessible. Multiparty elections, due 

to be held in December 1995, were postponed and were to take place in 1996. Prospects for peace 

seem to be improving : in March 1996, talks opened in Cote d'lvoire between the Military 

Government and the Revolutionary United Front aimed at finding a peaceful settlement to the con­

flict. 

Rebel activity has virtually paralysed all economic activity in the affected areas. The Rutile and 

Bauxite mines have closed. 

Revenue from diamond mining and cash crops (coffee and cocoa) has fallen to a very low level. 

The Government's ability to restore peace and revive the economy is hampered by a weak public 

service and large indisciplined army. 

EU-Sierra Leone cooperation began in 1975 under the first Lome Convention. European sup­

port was initially concentrated in the rural development and road sectors. These areas have contin­

ued to be the main focus, although substantial funds have also been provided for the telecommuni­

cations sector; and more recently for the electricity sector. 

Under Lome IV, which provides a grant of ECU 77 million for the National Indicative Programme, 

the implementation of three projects oriented towards rural development (agricultural sector sup­

port, rural water supply and microprojects) for ECU 27 million has already started. The first 

European structural adjustment support programme for Sierra Leone, comprising ECU 8 million 

from the NIP and ECU 12 million from the Structural Adjustment Facility. has also been launched 

following progress made in the Government's reform programmes. 

The European Union and the European Investment Bank, through risk capital funds (for ECU 8 

million), are also contributing to the ECU 60 million electricity sector rehabilitation programme 

( 40%), cofinanced with the World Bank, Japan and Member States of the European Union. 

Significant support has also been provided from the Stabex facility (ECU 9.7 million, under Lome 

IV), and from ECHO in the form of humanitarian aid delivered through NGOs. Financial and techni­

cal assistance was also provided in support of the country's Transition to Democracy Programme. 

However; due to security problems outside Freetown development projects, particularly in the 

rural development sector; had to be suspended. 
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Solomon Islands 

PACIFIQUE 

PACIFIC 

• tt 
28 900 

378 000 

La population des lies Salomon est repartie sur un grand nombre diles, mais plus de 75% de 

celle-ci vit en fait sur les 6 Ties principales qui representent 85% de Ia superficie du territoire. Le taux 

de croissance de Ia population y est tres eleve (3,5% par an). A leur independance, les lies Salomon 

ont rejoint le Commonwealth. Le regime est de nature parlementaire avec une forte decentralisa­

tion du pouvoir vers les Provinces. 

Le pays est riche en ressources naturelles renouvelables: peche, sylviculture et terres arables 

constituent des atouts majeurs. Une grande partie (54% du PI B) des revenus d'exportation provient 

de Ia production primaire: bois, produits de Ia mer et produits agricoles ( coprah, cacao, huile de 

palme). Le taux actuel d'exploitation forestiere ne pourra toutefois pas etre maintenu longtemps. En 

dehors des conserves de thon, les produits manufactures sont peu developpes. La croissance eco­

nomique, entravee par un marche national disperse et restreint, des systemes fanciers tradition nels, 

l'eloignement des marches d'exportation et les catastrophes naturelles (cyclones), n'a pas reussi a 

suivre Ia croissance de Ia population depuis l'independance. 

Laide de I'Union europeenne a debute en 1978, et s'est traduite, sous Lome I, II et Ill, par le sou­

tien a !'agriculture et au developpement rural, a !'exploitation forestiere et aux pecheries, aux res­

sources humaines, a !'infrastructure economique, aux transports et a Ia sante. Les transferts Stabex 

(37,6 millions d'ecus), equivalents au montant total des Programmes lndicatifs Nationaux (PIN) de 

Lome I, II et Ill (40 millions d'ecus), ont compense les pertes de revenus provenant des produits tels 

le coprah, le cacao et l'huile de palme. 

Sous Lome IV, Ia priorite a ete accordee au secteur rural. Le PIN ( 19 millions d'ecus), prevoit un 

programme d'infrastructures rurales pour Ia province de Malaita, un programme de routes dans les 

zones rurales de Guadalcanal et maintient son appui aux pecheries artisanales. Un soutien est ega­

lement accorde au developpement des ressources humaines a travers des centres de formation 

dans les zones rurales, et un programme de rehabilitation est en cours, su ite au cyclone de 1993. Les 

transferts Stabex (7 millions d'ecus) sont toujours destines a financer des programmes de soutien a 

!'agriculture, principalement au benefice des petits exploitants de cacao. 

En outre, un montant de 2.5 millions d'ecus a ete prevu pour des interventions de Ia BEl au titre 

des capitaux a risques, dont 2 millions d'ecus ont ete attribues ace jour. 
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Solomon Islands 

The Solomon Islands' population is spread over a vast number of islands, but the six main islands 

account for over 75% of the population and 85% of the land area. Estimated population growth is 

very high (3.5% per year). On independence in 1978, the Solomon Islands joined the Common­

wealth. It has a parliamentary form of government with considerable powers devolved to the 

Provinces. 

The country is rich in renewable natural resources with important fishery, forestry and land as­

sets. Primary production makes up a large proportion of export earnings: in 1994 exports of timber, 

fish, copra, coconut oil, palm oil and cocoa were equivalent to 54% of GOP. However, the current 

rate of exploitation of forest resources is unsustainable. Manufacturing is very little developed, ex­

cept for tuna canning. Economic growth is hampered by the small and dispersed domestic market, 

traditional land tenure systems, distance from export markets and natural disasters (cyclones), and 

has not matched population growth since independence. 

European Union assistance began in 1978, and under Lome I, II and Ill has included support for 

agriculture and rural development, forestry and fisheries, human resources, economic infrastructure, 

transport and health. Stabex transfers (ECU 37.6 million), which were equivalent in amount to the 

National Indicative Programmes (NIPs) of Lome I, II and Ill (ECU 40 million), have compensated for 

shortfalls in earnings from products such as copra, cocoa and palm oil. 

Under Lome IV, the rural sector has been given priority. The NIP (ECU 19 million) includes a rural 

infrastructure programme for the province of Malaita, a rural road programme in Guadalcanal, and 

continued support to artisanal fisheries. Support is also being given to human resource develop­

ment through rural training centres, and a rehabilitation programme is under way following a cy­

clone in 1993. Stabex transfers (ECU 7 million) are continuing to fund programmes in agriculture, 

concentrating mainly on smallholder cocoa. 

Moreover, an amount of ECU 2.5 million may be made available through European Investment 

Bank intervention in the form of risk capital, of which ECU 2 million has been committed so far: 
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Somalia 

AFRIQUE DE L'EST ET 
CORNE DE L'AFRIQUE 

EASTERN AFRICA AND 
HORN OF AFRICA 

• 637 660 

tt 10 173 000 

Situee en bordure de I'Ocean lndien, a Ia pointe de Ia Corne de !'Afrique, Ia Somalie partage ses 

frontieres avec I'Ethiopie principalement, le Kenya et Djibouti. 

L'histoire recente du pays est marquee par Ia guerre civile depuis 199 I, Ia famine de 1992 et 

!'operation militaro-humanitaire internationale lancee fin 1992 et visant a Ia restauration de Ia paix 

civile. Debut 1995, Ia poursuite de Ia guerre civile et le peu de progres realises dans Ia voie de Ia re­

conciliation nationale, ont conduit au retrait des troupes de maintien de Ia paix de I'ONU. 

L'agriculture constitue habituellement Ia base economique du pays et represente plus de 60% du 

PNB. L'elevage, activite traditionnelle des populations nomades, represente a lui seul pres de 40% du 

PNB et des revenus d'exportation. L'agriculture commerciale est centree sur Ia production et !'ex­

portation de bananes (40% des revenus d'exportation), les autres productions etant limitees au 

marche local (sucre, sorgho et maYs). 

En raison de Ia situation politique du pays et de Ia desorganisation totale de Ia vie institutionnelle, 

economique et sociale, Ia Somalie n'a pas encore ratifie Ia Convention de Lome IV. De 199 I a 1994, 

!'assistance europeenne s'est presque exclusivement traduite par des aides humanitaires alimen­

taires et d'urgence (pres de 90 millions d'ecus) financees sur le budget de I'Union europeenne. 

Afin de contribuer a Ia reconstruction et au relevement economique du pays, I'Union euro­

peenne a mis sur pied un programme de rehabilitation pour Ia Somalie d'un montant de 38 millions 

d'ecus. Ce programme, approuve en 1993, est finance sur les ressources du 6e FED de Lome Ill et 

s'inscrit dans le contexte de !'Initiative Speciale pour !'Afrique adoptee par le Conseil des Ministres 

europeens Ia meme annee. Son approche est pragmatique et vise a conci lier l'exigence de Ia secu­

rite dans le choix des zones geographiques prioritaires d'intervention avec Ia necessite d'assurer le 

redemarrage rapide de nombreux secteurs productifs, en particulier du secteur vital de l'elevage. 

Le programme est mis en reuvre principalement par des organisations non-gouvernementales 

de developpement deja implantees localement et veillant a soutenir des structures locales capables 

de prendre Ia releve des operations d'assistance. Debut 1995, 40 contrats ont ete signes pour un 

montant d'environ I 0 millions d'ecus. 

Un second programme de rehabilitation d'un montant de 47 millions d'ecus est en cours de pre­

paration, dontle but est de consolider les activites et les structures mises en place dans le cadre du 

premier programme. 

L'instabilite politique persiste et les perspectives de constituer un gouvernement national regulier 

restent eloignees. 
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Somalia 

Situated by the Indian Ocean, at the tip of the Horn of Africa, Somalia shares borders with 

Ethiopia, in the main, and with Kenya and Djibouti. 

The country's recent history has been dominated by a civil war, since 1991, as well as the 1992 

famine and the international military humanitarian operation launched at the end of 1992 aimed at 

restoring peace. Beginning 1995, the continuation of the civil war, and the lack of progress made in 

the search for national reconciliation, led to the pulling out of the UN's peace keeping forces. 

Agriculture traditionally forms the economic base of the country. representing more than 60% of 

GNP. Livestock farming, the traditional activity of nomad populations, alone represents nearly 40% of 

GNP and of export revenues. 

Commercial agriculture is centred on the production and export of bananas ( 40% of export rev­

enues), other production being limited to local market produce (sugar, sorghum and corn). 

Because of the political situation in the country and the total disorder in institutional, economic 

and social life, Somalia has not yet ratified the fourth Lome Convention. Between 199 I to 1994, 

European assistance almost exclusively consisted of food aid and emergency aid financed out of the 

European Union's budget. 

In order to contribute to the reconstruction and economic rebuilding of the country, the EU set 

up, with ECU 38 million, a programme of rehabilitation for Somalia. This programme, approved in 

1993, is funded from sixth EDF resources under Lome Ill, in the context of the special initiative for 

Africa adopted by the European Council of Ministers in the same year. Its pragmatic approach aims 

to marry security requirements in the zones most in need of help, with the need to give a rapid 

boost to numerous production sectors, in particular the vital livestock sector. 

The programme is being carried out mainly by development NGOs already locally installed and 

ensures the support of local structures capable of taking over responsibility for aid operations. 

Beginning 1995,40 contracts were signed for a total of about ECU I 0 million. 

A second rehabilitation programme for 47 million ECU is currently in preparation and is in­

tended to consolidate the activities and structures set up during the first rehabilitation programme. 

Political instability persists, and the prospects for a duly constituted national government remain 

remote. 
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Sudan 

AFRIQUE DE l'EST ET 
CORNE DE l'AFRIQUE 

EASTERN AFRICA AND 
HORN OF AFRICA 

• 2505810 

tt 28 960 000 

Le Soudan est le plus grand pays d'Afr ique, avec un climat largement aride ou desertique et une 

grande diversite culturelle. Le pays a accede a l'independance en 1956, et est victime depuis lors de 

l'instabilite politique, de Ia guerre et des conflits civils ainsi que d'une grave regression economique. 

Le Soudan figure desormais parmi les pays les plus pauvres du monde. 

Laide programmee accordee au Soudan depuis Ia premiere Convention de Lome au t itre des 

Programmes lndicatifs Nationaux (PIN) s'est elevee a plus de 320 millions d'ecus. 

Laide autre qu'humanitaire prevue au titre de Lome IV est suspendue depuis 1990, en raison de 

Ia situation prevalant dans le pays. 

Les circonstances tragiques provoquees tant par le deplacement de populations touchees par Ia 

guerre civile dans le sud du pays, que par Ia secheresse dans le nord, ont toujours necessite une aide 

humanitaire substantielle et constante de I'Union europeenne. Depuis 1992, pres de 62 mill ions 

d'ecus ont ete engages continnuellement au titre d'aide alimentaire, notamment dans le sud du pays. 

Cette aide substantielle au Soudan entre 1990 et 1994 s'eleve a environ 300 mill ions d'ecus. Apres 

les recoltes exceptionnellement bonnes de 1994/ 1995, il n'y a pas eu de demande d'aide alimentaire 

dans les regions marginales de l'ouest Soudan. 
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Sudan 

Sudan is the largest country in Africa with a largely arid or desert climate and a great cultural di­

versity. The country gained independence in 1956, and has since then suffered from political instabil­

ity, civil war and upheavals, as well as serious economic decline. Sudan is now one of the poorest 

countries in the world. 

Programmed aid allocated to Sudan since the first Lome Convention, under National Indicative 

Programmes (NIP), has amounted to more than ECU 320 million. 

Assistance, other than humanitarian provided for in Lome IV, has been suspended since 1990 due 

to the situation prevailing in the country. 

The tragic circumstances caused by displaced and war-affected populations in Southern Sudan as 

well as the drought-affected and displaced population of the North have always required substantial 

and continuous humanitarian relief from the European Union. Since 1992, over ECU 62 million in 

the form of humanitarian aid has been made available to the Sudan, principally in the South. 

Furthermore, substantial quantities of food aid were continually supplied to the Sudan between 

1990 and 1994 amounting to around ECU 300 million. Following the exceptional 1994/1995 har­

vest however, no food aid was required in the marginal areas ofWestern Sudan. 
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