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Economic 
indicators 

GNP per capita 

240 ECU (1993) 

Exports 

50 824 000 ECU (1994) 

cashew nut 60o/o 

fishing 20o/o 

Debt service I exports 

9.72o/o (1993) 

Social 
indicators 

Population growth rate 

2.19o/o (1995) 

Primary schooling rate 

59.1 o/o (1995) 

Urbanization rate 

21.28% (1993) 

Guinea Bissau 

Characterised by the many rivers, estuaries and swamps on its territory, and by very weak eco­

nomic and social infrastructures, Guinea Bissau has experienced great difficulties managing its devel­

opment since independence in 1974. 

Guinea Bissau is essentially an agricultural country, whose principal export is the cashew nut; fish­

ing and fishing permits represent the second largest source of export earnings. The economic policy 

followed after independence put the emphasis on unrealistic industrialisation projects and turned 

out to be a failure. Since 1987, the Government has progressively adopted economic and political 

liberalisation measures.The first multi-party elections took place in July/August 1994. 

The government adopted a mid-term global structural adjustment strategy for the period 1994-

1997. Under this, significant positive change in the main macroeconomic indicators was made in 

1994; the exchange rate, inflation and external deficit. They took a downturn again however in 1995. 

In the framework of the Lome Conventions, the European Union placed the emphasis strongly 

on rural development. Under Lome IV, the National Indicative Programme (ECU 37 million), which 

focused on natural resources and on certain complementary actions such as institutional support 

and enhancing the value of human resources, was restructured to help the infrastructure sector. 

Furthermore, ECU 8 million was devoted to the structural adjustment programme, from which 

counterpart funds will serve to strengthen the social sectors. Guinea Bissau has also received ECU 

0.9 million under Stabex transfers in the 199 I -1994 period, which takes the total amount of trans­

fers under this instrument to around ECU 19 million since Lome I. 
The European Union's budget has also contributed ECU 550 000 for the realisation of the first 

multi-party elections, as well as the training of the National Assembly deputies. ECU 300 000 has 

been earmarked to set up a support cell for the National Assembly. The EU budget is also co-fi­

nancing NGO micro-projects: since 1978, it has contributed around ECU 9 million to some I 00 

rural development, fishing, training and health care projects. 

Under Lome IV, the European Investment Bank (EIB) has already committed ECU 12 million in 

the form of risk capital for strengthening the Water and Electricity Company, investing in the 

telecommunications sector and for building factories to produce shoes, doors and windows. 
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economiquel!l 

PNB par habitant 

420 ECU (1993) 

Exportations 

37 304 000 ECU (1994) 

petrole 31% 

bois 28o/o 

Service de Ia dette I 
exportations 

1,94o/o (1993) 

lndicateurs 

s ociaux 

Taux de croissance 
de Ia population 

2,83o/o (1995) 

Taux de scolarisation 
primaire 

nalnd 

Taux d'urbanisation 

39,60o/o (1993) 

Guinea Ecuatorial 

AFRIQUE CENTRALE 

CENTRAL AFRICA 

• tt 
28 050 

400 000 

L'absence de continuite territoriale represente un lourd handicap pour Ia Guinee Equatoriale, un 

petit pays constitue d'une partie continentale (Rio Muni) et d'une partie insulaire (Bioco et 

Annobon). La mise en exploitation, en 1992, d'un petit gisement petrolier a ouvert quelques pers­

pectives d'amelioration de Ia situation economique globale du pays. 

Devenue independante en 1968, Ia Guinee Equatoriale a d'abord connu une periode de dicta­

ture et d'isolement sur le plan international, puis a reussi, a partir de 1979, a s'ouvrir sur le monde 

exterieur; notamment par son adhesion a !'Union Douaniere et Economique d'Afrique Centrale 

(UDEAC) en 1985, et par son integration dans Ia zone franc. L'introduction du multipartisme, en 

1992, n'a pas encore ete suivie de progres effectifs en terme de democratisation. 

La cooperation avec I'Union europeenne a commence avec Ia premiere Convention de Lome, 

mais Ia situation politique a repousse, jusqu'en 1980, Ia mise en route des premieres actions. Les 

Programmes lndicatifs Nationaux successifs se sont alors essentiellement concentres sur Ia rehabili­

tation des infrastructures de base et sur l'appui a I' agriculture et au secteur forestier. 

Le Programme lndicatif de Lome IV ( 12,5 millions d'ecus) est axe sur Ia rehabilitation des reseaux 

d'eau potable des villes de Malabo et Bata ainsi que sur le developpement rural de l'arriere pays. 

La persistance de graves violations des droits de !'Homme a rendu difficile le developpement de 

Ia cooperation avec Ia Guinee Equatoriale, et depuis Ia mi-1992, aucune action de cooperation si­

gnificative n'a pu etre mise en oeuvre. 

L'annonce des elections municipales en 1995 et Ia reprise du dialogue entre le gouvernement et 

I' opposition avaient cree un debut de detente du climat politique dans le pays. Afin d'encourager Ia 

poursuite de ce processus, il a ete envisage le deboursement des transferts Stabex. 

Depuis 1980, le pays beneficie d'aides alimentaires humanitaires, via les ONG ou le Programme 

Alimentaire Mondial (PAM). L'Union europeenne a egalement cofinance une douzaine de projets 

mis en oeuvre par les ONG, pour un montant total d'environ I million d'ecus. 

En outre, 2 mill ions d'ecus on ete prevus pour des interventions de Ia Banque Europeenne 

d'lnvestissement au titre des capitaux a risques. 
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GNP per capita 

420 ECU (1993) 

Exports 

37 304 000 ECU (1994) 

oil 31% 

timber 28% 

Debt service I exports 

1.94% (1993) 
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2.83% (1995) 
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na/nd 

Urbanization rate 

39.60% (1993) 

Guinea Ecuatorial 

The lack of territorial continuity is a great handicap for Equatorial Guinea, a small country which 

is partly made up of mainland (Rio Muni) and partly island (Bioco and Annobon). Since 1992, the ex­

ploitation of a small oil field is seen as a means of improving the country's overall economic situation. 

Independent since I 968, Equatorial Guinea first experienced a period of dictatorship and inter­

national isolation. Since 1979, the country has succeeded in opening up to the outside world, espe­

cially by joining the Central African economic and customs union (UDEAC) in 1985, and by its inte­

gration in the Franc area. The introduction of a multi-party system in 1992 has not yet led to 

effective progress in the field of democratisation. 

Cooperation with the European Union started under the first Lome Convention, but the politi­

cal situation delayed implementation of the first operations until 1980. The successive National 

Indicative Programmes (NIPs) mainly concentrated on the rehabilitation of basic infrastructures, as 

well as support for the agriculture and forest sectors. 

The Lome IV National Indicative Programme (ECU 12.5 million) focuses on the rehabilitation of 

drinking water networks in the towns of Malabo and Bata, as well as rural development in the hin­

terland. 

Continual serious violations of human rights have made it difficult to develop cooperation with 

Equatorial Guinea, and no significant cooperation operation has been implemented since mid-1992. 

The announcement of municipal elections for 1995 and the resumption of dialogue between the 

government and the opposition have improved the country's political climate. To encourage this 

positive development, the disbursement of Stabex transfers is envisaged. 

Since 1980, the country has benefited from humanitarian food aid via NGOs and the World 

Food Programme (WFP).The European Union has also co-financed a dozen projects amounting to 

some ECU I million implemented by NGOs. 

Moreover; ECU 2 million may be made available through European Investment Bank intervention 

in the form of risk capital. 
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ludicateurs 

economiques 

PNB par habitant 

500 ECU (1993) 

Exportations 

285 681 000 ECU 

(1994) 

minerals 88% 

Service de Ia dette I 
exportations 

12,77% (1993) 

lndicateurs 

s ociaux 

Taux de croissance 
de Ia population 

3,06% (1995) 

Taux de scolarisation 
pnmaire 

37,1% (1995) 

Taux d'urbanisation 

28,08% (1993) 

Guinee 

AFRIQUE SAHELIENNE ET 
OCCIDENTALE COTIERE 

SAHELIAN AND COSTAL 
WESTERN AFRICA 

• 245 860 

tt 6 700 000 

Situee sur Ia cote occidentale de I' Afrique, Ia Guinee est entouree par six pays. Le fleuve Niger y 

prend sa source sur les hauteurs du Fouta Djalon ( 1538 m). 

Devenue independante en 1958, Ia Guinee a vecu pendant 26 ans sous un regime economique 

centralise. L'engagement pris par le nouveau Gouvernement pour etablir un Etat de droit et un type 

de societe liberale impliquait le double den de passer a Ia democratie et de l'economie planiflee a 
l'economie demarche libre. 

La construction d'une societe pluraliste s'est averee lente mais a suivi une evolution continue. 

L'adoption par referendum en 1990 de Ia Loi fondamentale, Ia promulgation des lois organiques qui 

en decoulent, Ia legalisation des partis politiques et !'organisation des elections presidentielles et le­

gislatives ont constitue les etapes les plus marquantes. L'installation de I'Assemblee nationale en juin 

1995 a complete !'architecture institutionnelle de Ia nouvelle democratie. 

Le programme de reforme economique et flnanciere (PREF) entrepris depuis fin 1985 avec l'ap­

pui substantiel des sources exterieures de flnancement etait parmi les plus ambitieux de tous les 

programmes d'ajustement structure! engages en Afrique. Malgre les resultats encourageants, Ia mise 

en oeuvre du programme se heurte a des obstacles majeurs et Ia Guinee reste au pays de 

contrastes : exceptionnellement riche en potentialites minieres, agricoles et hydro-electriques, elle 

est toujours classee parmi les pays les moins avances. 

La Guinee n'a manifeste son interet d'etablir des relations de cooperation avec Ia Communaute 

que lors de Ia mise en a:uvre de Ia premiere Convention de Lome. Depuis, Ia cooperation n'a cesse 

de se renforcer et de diversifier et aujourd'hui !'ensemble de ses concours placent Ia communaute 

parmi les premiers bailleurs de fonds avec une concentration des flnancements sur le developpe­

ment rural, !'amelioration des infrastructures de communication et !'amelioration des conditions de 

vie des populations, a l'interieur du pays notamment. La majeure partie des ressources du 

Programme lndicatif de Lome IV ( 127,6 MECU) est orientee vers ces domaines, repondant ainsi aux 

priorites flxees par le Gouvernement. 

Au titre des aides non programmables sous Lome IV, Ia Guinee a beneflcie des allocations de 

23,4 MECU a partir des ressources speciales d'ajustement structure! et de plusieurs flnancements 

en faveur des populations refugiees et sinistrees. La Guinee est eligible aux flnancements avec les 

ressources SYSMIN (77% des recettes d'exportation et 28 % des recettes courantes de I'Etat pro­

viennent des seules activites du secteur minier). A ce titre, Ia cible d'engagement sous Lome IV est 

de 45 MECU dont I' utilisation est envisagee pour des actions de diversification economique du pays. 

Les flnancements de Ia BEl - sous forme de capitaux a risques (43,5 MECU engages au titre de 

Lome IV) et des prets bonifies sur ressources propres ( 16,5 MECU engagees au cours de Ia meme 

periode) - visent Ia modernisation du secteur de l'industrie et des infrastructures de base. 

Les flnancement de Ia Banque Europeenne d'lnvestissement (BEl), soous forme de capitaux a 
risques (43,5 millions d'ecus engages au titre de Lome IV) et de prets bonifies sur ressources 

propres ( 16,5 millions d'ecus engages au cours de Ia meme periode) visent Ia modernisation du sec­

teur de l'industrie et des infrastructures de base. 
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500 ECU (1993) 

Exports 

285 681 000 ECU 

(1994) 
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Population growth rate 

3.06% (1995) 

Primary schooling rate 

37.1% (1995) 

Urbanization rate 

28.08% (1993) 

Guinee 

Situated on the west coast of Africa, Guinea is surrounded by six countries. The river Niger rises 

in the Fouta Djalon mountain ( 1538 m). 

Guinea became independent in 1958 and has maintained a centralised economic policy for the 

past 26 years. The country is today faced with a double challenge: making progress towards democ­

racy and a market economy. 

The construction of a pluralist society is taking time, but nevertheless it is following a steady line. 

The adoption, by referendum in 1990, of the Fundamental Law, the legitimising of political parties 

and the organisation of presidential elections, have been the most important steps in the effort to 

establish and consolidate democracy in the country. 

A programme of economic and financial reform, started at the end of 1985 with support from 

external sources of finance, ranks among the most ambitious of all the structural adjustment pro­

grammes underway in Africa. In spite of very encouraging results, however, major obstacles have im­

peded the implementation of the reforms and Guinea remains a country of contrasts: exceptionally 

rich in mineral, agricultural and hydroelectric potential, yet always classed as one of the least-devel­

oped countries. 

Right from the first Lome Convention, cooperation has continued to strengthen and diversify.The 

European Union is now among Guinea's biggest donors, concentrating on financing rural develop­

ment and improving communications infrastructure and standards of living for the rural population. 

The bulk of resources in the Lome IV National Indicative Programme (ECU 127.6 million) is being 

directed in these areas, to respond to priorities fixed by the Government 

Guinea also benefited from an initial allocation of ECU 23.4 million from special structural ad­

justment support resources and has received several grants for displaced and stricken populations. 

The country is eligible for Sysmin resources: 77 % of export earnings and 60% of budget revenue 

come solely from activities in the mineral sector. A total of ECU 45 million of Sysmin funds are ex­

pected to go to the country under Lome IV, to be used for economic diversification. 

European Investment Bank (EIB) financing, in the form o(risk capital (ECU 43.5 million commit­

ted under Lome IV) and interest-rate subsidy loan on the Bank's own resources (ECU 16.5 million 

committed in the same period), is directed at modernising the industrial sector and basic infrastruc­

tures. 

repartition sectorielle du PIN 
en % de Ia dotation totale 
sectoral breakdown of NIP 

FED 
E DF 4-5-6-7 

paiement par instrument 
payments by instrument % of the total envelope 

stabex 

FAS 
SAF 

divers 
various 

PIN 
NIP 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 

101 

• 



102 

Indica leurs 

economiques 

PNB par habitant 

350 ECU (1993) 

Exportations 

56 853 000 ECU (1994) 

sucre 34% 

bauxite 19% 

Service de Ia dette I 
exportations 

lndicateurs 

ociaux 

Taux de croissance 
de Ia population 

nalnd 

1,09% (1995) 

Taux de scolarisation 
primaire 

111,9% (1995) 

Taux d'urbanisation 

35,16% (1993) 

Guyana 

CARAIBES 

CARIBBEAN 

• tt 
214 970 

834 000 

Situee dans Ia partie nord-est de !'Amerique du Sud, au bord de I'Ocean Atlantique, Ia Guyana a 

accede a l'independance en 1966. Les polit iques economiques menees au cours des annees 70 ont 

conduit a une regression des secteurs de production et de l'economie dans son ensemble. La poli­

tique du nouveau gouvernement issu des elections de 1992 est centree sur Ia reduction de Ia pau­

vrete et l'appui au secteur prive pour soutenir Ia croissance et Ia poursuite de !'engagement dans 

une economie de marche. 

Sous les trois premieres Conventions de Lome, l'aide europeenne s'est concentree sur les sec­

teurs economique, social et minier. Durant les dix dernieres annees, I'Union europeenne a fourni 

une assistance aux transports, aux systemes hydrauliques et d'approvisionnement d'eau, contribuant 

ainsi de maniere significative au programme de rehabilitation des infrastructures vitales pour le pays, 

definit par le Gouvernement. Sous Lome II, 30,6 millions d'ecus ont ete alloues au titre du Sysmin 

afin d'aider l'entreprise Guymine a maintenir son niveau de productivite. 

Sous Lome IV, Ia rehabilitation de !'infrastructure economique est le premier secteur prioritaire 

d'intervention: 85%. des 32,8 millions d'ecus du Programme lndicatif National (PIN) lui ont ete re­

serves. Ces actions comportent le soutien a Ia protection de Ia mer ( 12,75 millions d'ecus), au sys­

teme d'approvisionnement d'eau de New Amsterdam (4,5 million d'ecus) et de Pouderoyen (6 mil­

lions d'ecus), a Ia rehabilitation du pont du port de Demerara (8 millions d'ecus), ainsi qu'un appui 

au secteur prive (750 000 ecus). La contribution europeenne au titre de Ia Facil ite d'Ajustement 

Structure! s'eleve a 7,8 millions d'ecus sous forme de trois Programmes Generaux d'lmportation. 

En outre, Ia Banque Europeenne d'lnvestissement (BEl) a deja contribue pour 13,5 millions d'ecus 

au titre de capitaux a risques au developpement du secteur minier et a Ia modernisation du reseau 

d'adduction d'eau. 

Les actions menees avec les fonds du budget europeen comportent des projets de cofinance­

ment avec les organisations non-gouvernementales dans l'arriere-pays, des aides alimentaires ainsi 

que deux projets lies a l'environnement (creation d'une Unite d'Etudes Environnementales a 

I'Universite du Guyana, une etude preparatoire pour une zone protegee dans Ia region de 

Rupununi) et une etude sur Ia bio-diversite), ainsi qu'un projet relatif aux droits de l'homme et a Ia 

democratie. 

La Guyana beneficie des Protocoles speciaux de Lome sur le sucre et le rhum. En 1992, les ex­

portations de rhum vers I'Union europeenne (Royaume Uni et Pays-Bas) representaient 68,6%. de 

Ia production totale et 90,7%. des exportations totales de rhum. 
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indicators 

GNP per capita 

350 ECU (1993) 

Exports 

56 853 000 ECU (1994) 

sugar 34o/o 

bauxite 19o/o 

Debt service I exports 

nalnd 

Social 

indicators 

Population growth rate 

1.09o/o (1995) 

Primary schooling rate 

111.9% (1995) 

Urbanization rate 

35.16% (1993) 

Situated in north-eastern South America, on the Atlantic Ocean, Guyana gained independence in 

1966. Economic policies in the 1970s led to a breakdown in production sectors as well as the whole 

economy. The policy of the new Government elected in 1992 has focused on poverty alleviation and 

on support to the private sector, aimed at sustaining growth and continuing commitment in a mar­

ket -oriented economy. 

Under the first three Lome Conventions, European assistance concentrated on the economic, 

social, infrastructure and mining sectors. For the past ten years, the European Union has provided 

help to the transport sector, hydraulics and water supply system, thus making a significant contribu­

tion to the Government's key infrastructure rehabilitation programme. Under Lome II, ECU 30.6 

million was committed under the Sysmin instrument to help the Guymine enterprise maintain its 

production capacity level. 

Under Lome IV, rehabilitation of economic infrastructure is the main priority sector with 85% of 

the ECU 32.8 million National Indicative Programme (NIP) set aside for it. These actions include 

support for the Sea Defence programme (ECU 12.75 million), water supply system in New 

Amsterdam (ECU 4.5 million) and Pouderoyen (ECU 6 million), rehabilitation of the Demerara 

Harbour Bridge (ECU 8 million), and assistance to the private sector (ECU 750 OOO).The European 

contribution under the Structural Adjustment Facility amounts to ECU 7.8 million, in the form of 

three General Import Programmes. 

The European Investment Bank has already contributed ECU 13.5 million of risk capital to de­

velop the mining sector and modernise the water supply network. 

Actions launched with European budget funds include NGO co-financed projects in the hinter­

land, food aid, and three projects relating to the environment (establishment of an Environmental 

Study Unit at the University of Guyana, a preparatory study for a protected area in the Rupununi 

Region and a biological diversity study), and one project relating to human rights and democracy. 

Guyana benefits from Lome's special sugar and rum protocols. In 1992, rum exports to the 

European Union (UK and the Netherlands) represented 68.6%. of total production and 90.7%. of 

total exports of rum. 
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