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Cameroon/Cameroun 

Cameroon, independent in 1960, is, since the 1961 reunification, formed of territories adminis­

tered by France and the United Kingdom. The country is dominated by huge massifs of tropical 

forests, and has a wealth of diverse natural resources. 

Cameroon has capitalised on this potential by exploiting a wide range of vegetable, animal and 

forest resources and, since 1978, it has been producing oil. Since 1985, the country has been hit by 

an economic, financial and social crisis and, despite the fact it has undergone structural adjustment 

and established a system of multi-party politics, the country has not yet managed to overcome these 

problems. The devaluation of the CFA Franc in January 1994 has helped to relaunch the economy 

through export growth. 

The emphasis on certain sectors under t he Lome IV Indicative Programme (ECU I I 0 million) re­

fiects the experience gained through previous Conventions in rural development and road infra­

structure. Despite certain start-up problems relating in particular to the political situation and ad­

ministrative dysfunction, implementation of the NIP is generally satisfactory and the commitments 

reached almost 75% at the end of 1995. 

Lome IV Stabex transfers, which almost reach ECU 230 million, ensure that the cocoa and coffee 

industries are less of a drain on the State, have helped to boost the agricultural production in gen­

eral and have contributed to the Structural Adjustment Programme. 

With regard to structural adjustment, two allocations of ECU 29.5 million ( 18.5 million from the 

SAF and I I million from the NIP) in 1992 and ECU 20.2 million in 1994 ( 15.2 million from the SAF 

and 5 million from the PIN), in addition to ECU 60 million from Stabex, have been used for the ben­

efit of the health and road maintenance sectors, the restructuring of public enterprises, the reform 

of the civil service and the payment of internal debt. 

Cameroon is also a traditional ACP banana-exporting country. As such it received ECU 3 million 

in 1994 and 6.25 million in 1995 from the special assistance system set up in October 1994. 

At regional level, Cameroon is a member of the Central African economic and customs union 

(UDEAC), and should benefit from implemented reforms to revitalise its own economy in this re­

gional context, particularly in the framework of the new Economic and Monetary Community of 

Central Africa (CEMAC). 

Under Lome IV, operations managed by the European Investment Bank (EIB), totalling ECU 24.3 

million (of which ECU 9.5 million from its own ressources), mainly concern the public energy sector. 
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Indicateurs 

economiques 

PNB par habitant 

400 ECU (1993) 

Exportations 

57 440 000 ECU (1994) 

diamants 66% 
bois 14% 

Service de Ia dette I 
exportations 

4,72% (1993) 

Indica leurs 

sociaux 

Taux de croissance 
de Ia population 

2,54% (1995) 

Taux de scolarisation 
primaire 

68,4% (1995) 

Taux d'urbanisation 

38,58% (1993) 

AFRIQUE CENTRALE 

CENTRAL AFRICA 

Centrafrique • 622 984 

tt 3 429 000 

La Republique Centrafricaine est un pays enclave a cheval sur les climats tropical et equatorial 

dont les ressources naturelles diversifiees (agriculture, elevage, fon~ts, faune sauvage, diamants), com­

pensent le tres faible peuplement (5 habitants au kilometre carre en moyenne). 

lndependant depuis 1960, le pays a d'abord connu un regime dictatorial et, sous celui-ci, une pe­

riode particulierement difficile qui a egalement profondement bouleverse l'economie. 

Les politiques d'ajustement structurellancees des 1982 n'ont pas ete suffisantes pour corriger les 

graves desequilibres existants. Un gouvernement issu d'elections pluralistes a ete mis en place en oc­

tobre 1993. 

La relance de l'economie en 1994/95 a resulte des concours exterieurs exceptionnels pour ac­

compagner Ia devaluation du F CFA en janvier 1994 et de l'embellie des cours des matieres pre­

mieres. 

Par contre, les reformes structurelles, convenues avec le gouvernement c'est-a-dire, desengage­

ment de I'Etat, privatisation du secteur parapublic, compression de Ia fonction publique, elargisse­

ment de l'assiette fiscale, bonne gestion des finances publiques, accusent des retards considerables. 

Depuis 1960, !'Union europeenne a fourni une aide importante, essentiellement a travers le fi­

nancement de projets dans les domaines du developpement rural, de Ia conservation des res­

sources naturelles et de !'infrastructure routiere. L'Union europeenne est ainsi le deuxieme bailleur 

de fonds de Ia Republique Centrafricaine. 

Les ressources financieres du Programme lndicatif National du 7eme FED (75 millions d'ecus), 

sont concentrees sur l'entretien routier; le developpement rural et Ia conservation de Ia faune. Le 

Programme lndicatif Regional met I' accent sur Ia mise en place du Transit Inter Etats des Pays de 

!'Afrique Centrale (TIPAC), les actions financees par Ia cooperation regionale s'etant concentrees sur 

!'amelioration de Ia voie trans-equatoriale Bangui-Pointe Noire. 

La Republique Centrafricaine a egalement beneficie en 1994 d'un appui de !'Union europeenne 

au titre de l'ajustement structure! pour un montant de I 0 millions d'ecus. 

Les transferts Stabex pour le cafe, le coton et le bois, se sont considerablement accrus a partir de 

Lome Ill (pres de 18 millions d'ecus sous Lome IV) et sont consacres a l'assainissement des filieres 

cafe et coton et a !'amelioration de leur competitivite. 

Les actions significatives financees par le budget de !'Union europeenne concernent les aides aux 

refugies, Ia lutte contre le SIDA et le cofinancement de projets avec les ONG. 

En outre, I 0 millions d'ecus ont ete prevus pour des interventions de Ia BEl au titre des capitaux 

a risques. 
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Economic 

indicators 

GNP per capita 

400 ECU (1993) 

Exports 

57 440 000 ECU (1994) 

diamonds 66% 

timber 14% 

Debt service I exports 

4.72% (1993) 

Social 

indicators 

Population growth rate 

2.54% (1995) 

Primary schooling rate 

68.4% (1995) 

Urbanization rate 

38.58% (1993) 

The Central African Republic is a landlocked country which experiences both tropical and equa­

torial climates. It has diverse natural resources (agriculture, livestock, forests, wildlife, diamonds), but 

is sparsely populated (an average of five people per square kilometre). 

Independent since 1960, the country was governed initially by a dictatorial regime, under which it 

went through a particularly difficult period.The economy was completely shattered during this time. 

Structural adjustment policies launched after 1982 failed to put an end to the serious disorder. 

The recent devaluation of the CFA Franc and the arrival of a new government, following multi-party 

elections in October 1993, has led to a slight improvement in the economy thanks to a slight in­

crease in commodity prices and efforts to help reduce the consequences of devaluation. 

Implementation of structural and economic reforms agreed by the government have been con­

siderably delayed. 

Since 1960, the European Union has provided substantial aid to the country, mainly through the 

funding of projects for rural development, the conservation of natural resources and the improve­

ment of the road network. The EU is thus the Central African Republic's second-most important 

donor. 

The seventh EDF National Indicative Programme (ECU 75 million) focuses on road infrastruc­

ture, rural development and wildlife conservation.The Regional Indicative Programme is mainly ded­

icated to establishing the Inter-State Transit for Central African Countries (TIPAC system) and work 

sponsored through regional cooperation funds is targeted on upgrading the trans-equatorial Bangui­

Pointe Noire road. 

The Central African Republic also benefited in 1994 from the European Union support for struc­

tural adjustment, totalling ECU I 0 million. 

Stabex transfers for coffee, cotton and timber have grown considerably since Lome Ill (almost 

ECU 18 million under Lome IV) and are currently aimed at stabilising the coffee and cotton indus­

tries and improving their competitiveness. 

Important projects involving aid for refugees, for the fight against AIDS and participation in joint 

initiatives with NGOs, have been funded from the EU budget. 

Moreover; ECU I 0 million may be made available through EIB intervention in the form of risk 

capital 
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Indica leurs 

economiques 

PNB par habitant 

560 ECU (1993) 

Exportations 

24 146 000 ECU (1994) 

ylang-ylang 59% 

vanille 40% 

Service de Ia dette I 
exportations 

5,89% (1993) 

Indica leur s 

s ociaux 

Taux de croissance 
de Ia population 

3,65% (1995) 

Taux de scolarisation 
pnmaire 

75,3% (1995) 

Taux d'urbanisation 

29,54% (1993) 

Como res 

OCEAN INDIEN 

INDIAN OCEAN 

2 230 • tt 653 000 

lsole et pratiquement depourvu de ressources naturelles, l'archipel volcanique des Comores se 

compose de trois lies (Grande Comore,Anjouan et Moheli) eta acquis son independance en 1975, 

alors que Ia quatrieme lie, Mayotte, decidait de rester sous administration franc;:aise. 

A l'issue du regime dictatorial qui s'est termine en 1989 avec l'assassinat du chef de I'Etat, un sys­

teme de multipartisme a ete mis en place. II s'en est suivi une certaine confusion politique due prin­

cipalement a une mauvaise transition democratique et a Ia succession de plusieurs gouvernements. 

En 1995, Ia vie politique a ete perturbee par le coup d'Etat formente par le mercenaire Bob Denard 

qui a necessite une intervention de Ia France et Ia mise a l'ecart du pouvoir du President Djohar 

retenu a Ia Reunion. Les elections presidentielles etaient prevues pour 1996. 

Le pays connalt l'une des plus fortes densite demographique d'Afrique, avec une population es­

sentiellement jeune, et se classe dans le groupe des pays les moins avances (PMA). Outre sa forte 

population, l'archipel est confronte a des contraintes structurelles importantes, dont un marche in­

terieur restreint s'ajoutant a son isolement insulaire, qui est source de difficultes de communication. 

Le secteur primaire est le pilier de l'economie : il contribue pour 37% au PIB, emploie 80% de Ia 

population active et se fonde essentiellement sur les cultures d'exportation: vanille (second produc­

teur mondiai),Yiang-Yiang (premier producteur mondial) et girotle.Toutefois, les recettes d'exporta­

tion ne parviennent a couvrir que 40% des importations necessaires au pays. 

Le deficit des finances publiques (26% du PIB en 1989) et le niveau d'endettement (80% du PIB 

en 1990) ont conduit le gouvernement a lancer un programme d'ajustement structure!. 

Depuis Ia Convention de Lome I, Ia cooperation entre le FED et les Comores progresse. Les 

secteurs principaux qui ont beneficie d'un appui sont a valeur a peu pres egale le developpement 

rural et le desenclavement (ports, telecommunications, routes). L.:appui aux secteurs sociaux n'est 

pas negligeable. 

La mise en reuvre de Lome IV reste fidele a ces grandes I ignes puisque 3 I% du programme indi­

catif national (23,5 millions d'ecus) seront alloues au developpement rural, dont un projet d'amelio­

ration des cultures d'exportation, et 36% sont destines a Ia construction d'un acces maritime a 

Moheli et a Ia rehabilitation d'une route a Anjouan. Le solde sera utilise pour un programme social 

de microrealisations, pour l'appui aux petites entreprises et Ia formation dans Ia fonction publique. 

Un montant de 8,6 millions d'ecus a ete attribue par le FED aux Comores dans le cadre du pro­

gramme d'Ajustement Structure!. 

Au titre des campagnes 1990, 1991, 1992 et 1993, pour Ia vanille, le girotle et les huiles essen­

tielles, le Stabex a donne lieu a des transferts de 4,2 millions d'ecus. Un montant de I I 0 200 ecus a 

ete alloue pour appuyer le processus de democratisation. 

En outre, 3 millions d'ecus ont ete prevus pour des interventions de Ia Banque Europeenne 

d'lnvestissement (BEl) au titre des capitaux a risques, dont 2 millions sont deja engages en faveur de 

Ia banque de developpement des Comores pour des projets dans les secteurs de l'industrie, du 

tourisme et des transports. 
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Comores 

Isolated and practically devoid of natural resources, the volcanic archipelago of the Comoros 

consists of three islands (Great Comoro, Anjouan and Moheli). It gained its independence in 1975, 

although the fourth island, Mayotte, decided to remain under French administration. 

After the dictatorial regime, which ended in 1989 with the assassination of the head of state, a 

multiparty system was set up. There followed a period of some instability, mainly due to a poor de­

mocratic transition and the succession of several governments. In 1995, the country faced severe 

upheavals due to an attempt of Coup d'Etat by mercenary Bob Denard which required intervention 

from France and led to President Djohar being dismissed from power and exhiled in Reunion. 

Presidential elections were due to take place in 1996. 

The Islands are among the most densely populated countries in Africa, with a mainly young pop­

ulation, and they rank among the least-advanced countries (LLDCs). Besides its large population, the 

archipelago is confronted with significant structural constraints, including insularity and a limited and 

divided internal market, which cause communication difficulties. 

The primary sector, the pillar of the economy, contributes around 37% of GOP, employs 80% of 

the active population, and is essentially based on export crops: vanilla (of which it is the second 

largest producer in the world), Ylang-Yiang (world's main producer) and cloves. Nevertheless, ex­

port earnings have only succeeded in covering 40% of the cost of imports needed by the Islands. 

Worsening of public finance deficits (26% of GNP in 1989 ) and the level of indebtedness (80% 

of GNP in 1990) led the Government to launch a structural adjustment programme. 

Since Lome I, cooperation between the EDF and the Comoros has progressed.The main sectors 

to have benefited from a similar level of support are rural development and opening up (infrastruc­

ture development) through ports, telecommunications, and roads. Significant support is given to so­

cial sectors. 

The implementation of Lome IV follows the above-mentioned main development lines: 3 I% of 

the indicative programme (ECU 23.5 million) is to be allocated to rural development, including a 

project to improve export crops, and 36% for the construction of a maritime access to Moheli and 

the rehabilitation of a road in Anjouan. The balance will be used for a social rehabilitation pro­

gramme, to help small enterprises and for training in public administration. 

A sum of ECU 8.6 million has been given by the EDF to the Comoro Islands within the Structural 

Adjustment programme. 

Besides this, the Comoros received ECU 4.2 million Stabex transfers for the 1990, 199 I , 1992 

and 1993 vanilla, cloves and essential oils export campaigns. A total of ECU I I 0 200 was given to 

support the democratisation process. 

Moreover, ECU 3 million may be made available through European Investment Bank intervention 

in the form of risk capital, of which ECU 2 million has already been committed to the benefit of the 

Comoros development bank, for projects in the fields of industry, tourism and transport. 
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lndicateurs 

economiques 

PN B par habitant 

950 ECU (1993) 

Exportations 

292 075 000 ECU 

(1994) 

petrole 92% 

bois 5% 

Service de Ia dette I 
exportations 

10,59% (1993) 
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2,98% (1995) 

Taux de scolarisation 
primaire 

nalnd 

Taux d'urbanisat ion 

56,68% (1993) 

AFRIQUE CENTRALE 

CENTRAL AFRICA 

Congo • 342 000 

tt 2 590 000 

Pays equatorial, compose pour moitie de forets denses et de plaines recevant jusqu'a 1200 mm 

de pluies par an, le Congo a acquis son independance en 1960. 11 presente un peuplement tres dese­

quilibre: tandis que le nord demeure sous-peuple avec un habitant au kilometre carre, les quatre 

vi lies principales du sud abritent plus de 60% de Ia population. Ses reserves forestieres sont tres im­

portantes (20 millions d'hectares) et relativement peu exploitees, tandis que les reserves petrolieres 

exploitables sont estimees a 85 millions de tonnes. Le secteur petrolier represente a lui seul plus de 

50% des recettes de I'Etat et Ia quasi-totalite des recettes d'exportation. 

A Ia suite d'une crise profonde provoquee, entre autres, par une mauvaise gestion de l'economie, 

un regime pluraliste a ete institue en 1991 . 

Le pays demeure confronte a des desequil ibres internes importants ainsi qu'a un endettement 

d'une ampleur exceptionnelle. Le gouvernement n'a pas ete en mesure, jusqu'a present, de mettre 

en ceuvre de veritables reformes economiques et structurelles pourtant indispensables. 

Sous Lome IV, Ia cooperation avec I'Union europeenne se concentre sur le developpement re­

gional, l'appui aux PME et le secteur de Ia sante, au travers d'un Programme lndicatif National de 5 I 

millions d'ecus, auquel il convient d'ajouter 6,6 millions d'ecus attribues au titre de l'appui a l'ajuste­

ment structure!. Cependant, Ia priorite accordee aux questions de politique interieure, !'absence 

d'une strategie durable de developpement et de politiques sectorielles "internalisees" et une admi­

nistration demotivee a defaut d'etre payee regulierement, ont gravement entrave !'application du 

programme de cooperation dont le taux de mise en ceuvre est l'un des plus bas d'Afrique. 

Le pays qui est membre fondateur de I'Union Douaniere et Economique de !'Afrique Centrale 

(UDEAC) a une vocation naturelle de transit regional ce qui justifie que Ia plus grande priorite soit 

accordee au secteur des transports et a Ia rehabilitation des infrastructures. 

Dans le domaine du developpement rural, les actions de cooperation pourraient prendre Ia 

forme de programmes de microrealisations. 

Le Congo beneficie egalement des dispositions du Protocole Sucre de Ia Convention de Lome, 

et utilise regulierement son quota de I 0 000 tonnes. 
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Congo 

I 
An equatorial country. which is mostly made up of dense forests and plains, Congo receives up 

to 1200 mm of rain annually. Congo gained independence in 1960. Its population is very unevenly 

distributed: the north is under populated, with one inhabitant per square kilometre, while the four 

main cities in the south are home to over 60% of the population. The country has significant forest 

reserves (20 million ha.), which are relatively poorly exploited. Its exploitable oil reserves are esti­

mated at 85 million tonnes.The oil industry alone represents more than 50% of the State's revenue, 

and almost all its export revenue. 

A multi-party system was set up in 1991 , following a major crisis partly caused by poor manage­

ment of the economy. 

The country is still confronted by domestic problems, as well as an exceptionally large debt. The 

government, up to now has not yet been able to implement the genuine and indispensable struc­

tural reforms. 

Under Lome IV, cooperation with the European Union is concentrated on regional development. 

support for SMEs and the health sector through the National Indicative Programme of ECU 51 mil­

lion and an additional ECU 6.6 million for structural adjustment measures. However, the priority ac­

corded to questions of domestic policy, the lack of a lasting development policy and "internalised" 

sector-based policies plus a de motivated administration (due to irregular payment), have seriously 

hindered the setting up of the cooperation programme, whose implementation ratio is one of the 

lowest in Africa. 

Congo, which is a founding member of the Central African economic and customs union 

(UDEAC), acts as a natural regional transit area. This fact justifies priority also being given to the 

transport sector and the renovation of infrastructure. 

As far as rural development is concerned, cooperation actions could take the form of micro-pro­

ject programmes. 

The Congo also benefits from clauses in the Lome Convention's Sugar Protocol, and regularly 

uses its quota of I 0 000 tonnes. 
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