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European imports from .. . 

€ 6 432 000 

(1997) 

Cocoa 58% 

European Exports to .. 

€ 21 188 000 

(1997) 

Debt service I exports 

24.4% (1995) 
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Population growth rate 

2.5% (1995-96) 

Primary schooling rate 

96% (1991) 

Secondary schooling rate 

66% (1991) 

Urban1sation rate 

44.94% (1993) 

ao Tome e Principe 

An insular Micro-state with a population of approximately 130 000 inhabitants and a surface area 

of I 00 I km2 spread between two principal islands, Sao Tome e Principe has to cope with significant 

disabilities which block its development: insularity, precariousness of an economy based on only one 

raw material, namely cocoa (which accounts for more than 90% of exports), division and narrow

ness of the market, poor qualifications of the manpower. In addition, the country depends particu

larly on external aid that accounts for 70% of the GOP 

In 1987 the country entered into a structural adjustment programme, the implementation of 

which proved to be difficult.These economic difficulties constitute a serious threat for the young plu

ralist democracy set up since 1991, as the attempt (which fell through) for a coup in August 1995 

proved. 

A member of the Lome Convention since its independence in 1975, Sao Tome e Principe has 

benefited, from approximately € 45 million of bilateral Community aid, which supported primarily 

agricultural diversification and the development of social infrastructures of the country. Under Lome 

Ill (6th EDF) the financing of a palm tree plantation and an oil mi ll made it possible to cover the ma

jority of internal vegetable oil consumption. The National Indicative Programme for the 7th EDF (€ 
8 million) concentrated on the other hand on the rehabilitation of priority economic and social in

frastructures (water supplies and road sections) .The National Indicative Programme for the 8th EDF 

(9.5 million ECU) continues support for the rehabilitation of infrastructures (in particular in the 

fields of energy, water and the secondary road network) but also pays close attention to public 

health. 

Moreover, the European Investment Bank granted a financing on venture capital of € 5.6 million 

for the rehabilitation of the electricity sector on the principal island. 

Sao Tome e Principe also benefited from several co-operation tools outside of programmable 

resources; in particular, under Lome IV, a Structural Adjustment Facility (SAF) of € I .5 million made 

it possible to finance oil imports. Transfers under STABEX for cocoa (almost € 3 million) are de

voted to the rehabilitation of the living conditions and the means of production of the �'�R�o�~�a�s�'� (cacao 

tree plantations). 

The country also benefited from aid provided for under regional co-operation, in fields such as 

cultural co-operation, forestry ecosystem protection, etc. 

The fishing agreement, renewed on 23 May 1996 until 1999, between Sao Tome e Principe and 

the European Union, established a matching finance of € 2.175 million. 
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PN B par habitant 

€ 441 (1996) 

Importations europeennes 
en provenance de . .. 

€ 347 21 0 170 (1997) 

Poissons 42% 

Exportations europeennes 
vers . . 

€ 880 680 600 (1997) 

Service de Ia dette I 
exportations 

18,7% (1995) 
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2,7% (1995-96) 

Taux de scolarisation 
primaire 

58,9% (1996) 

secondai re 

17,6% (1996) 

Taux d'urbanisation 

44% (1 996) 
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L.:economie senegalaise subit des handicaps simi laires, dans une large mesure, a ceux des autres pays 

de Ia region sahelienne: ressources nature lies limitees, terres agricoles deteriorees a cause des conditions 

climatiques, augmentation rapide de Ia population et forte dependance des aides exterieures. Le com

merce exterieur est particulierement dependant des exportations de produits de Ia peche, de l'arachide 

et des phosphates.Apres une forte degradation de Ia situation economique au debut des annees 1990, 

une recuperation s'est produite a partir de 1994 en ce qui concerne le taux de croissance et l'equilibre 

des finances publiques. Cette recuperation a ete possible dans le cadre d'un programme economique 

adopte en collaboration avec les institutions de Bretton W oods et soutenu par des ESAF du FMI. 

Le Programme lndicatif National 7eme FED a porte sur € 125,7 millions. Deux domaines de 

concentration de l'aide ont ete rete nus: les transports(routes), pour un total de € 70 millions ( dont 

I 0 mill ions sur Ia facilite d'ajustement structure!) et le developpement de Ia region de St. Louis (22,5 

mi llions destines a des actions dans Ia sante, l'hydraulique villageoise, le credit aux PME, l'assainisse

ment dans certains quartiers urbains et Ia gestion des ressources naturelles) , continuant a cet effet 

les actions initiees dans le departement de Podor dans le cadre du Programme 6eme FED. 

Une dotation globale de € 60,6 mil lions a ete allouee au Senegal au t itre de l'appui a l'ajustement 

structure! entre 1992 et 1998; ces fonds ont ete destines, de fa~on prioritaire, au flnancement des 

depenses budgetaires dans le secteur de Ia sante et l'entretien des infrastructures publiques (routes, 

amenagements hydro-agricoles). 

Le Senegal a aussi beneflcie de transferts STABEX (secteur arachide) au titre des exercices 1992 

(€ 9,2 mill ions), 1993 (€ 15, I millions) , 1994 (€ 5,5 m ill ions), 1995 (€ 3 millions) et 1996 (€ 7 mil

lions) et 1997 (€ 12,3 millions). La plupart de ces ressources sont affectees a Ia restructuration et Ia 

relance de Ia flliere arachide dans le cadre de Ia liberalisat ion. Un programme SYSMIN (€ 25,5 mil

lions) est aussi en cours d'execution dans le secteur des phosphates. 

D 'autres actions signiflcatives sur le Programme 7eme FED sont realisees notamment dans Ia 

promotion sociale et economique a niveau local (microreal isations, travaux de generation d'emplo i 

urbain, credit PME ... ), !'assistance aux populations souffrant les consequences de confl its ( deplaces en 

Casamance), Ia lutte contre le SIDA, l'appui a Ia peche artisanale dans Ia region de Ziguinchor et Ia 

promotion du tourisme. 

La Banque Europeenne d'lnvestissement (BEl) a egalement fou rni une aide importante au pays. 

Au titre de Lome IV(7eme FED), Ia BEl a deja engage € 33 millions, notamment dans !'extension du 

reseau de telecommun ications et dans Ia modernisation des infrastructures d'approvisionnement en 

eau de Dakar. 

Le Programme lndicatif National sur le Beme FED dispose d'un montant previsionnel de € 140 

( et € 35 millions de Ia BEl), destine principalement au secteur de Ia sante, a Ia rehabilitation et en

tretien du reseau routier, a Ia relance agr icole et aux actions de developpement local urbain ou rural. 
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€ 441 (1996) 

European imports fro m .. 

€ 347 210 170 

(1997) 

Fish 42% 

European Exports to .. 

€ 880 680 600 

(1997) 

Debt service I exports 

18.7% (1995) 
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Population growth rate 

2.7% (1995-96) 

Primary schooling rate 

58.9% (1996) 

Secondary schooling rate 

17.6% (1996) 

Urban isation rate 

44% (1996) 

The Senegalese economy suffers from disabilities similar, to those of other countries of the 

Sahelian region: limited natural resources, arable land deteriorated due to the weather, rapid in

crease in the population and strong dependence on external aid. Foreign trade is particularly de

pendent on fishing, ground nut and phosphate product exports. After a marked deterioration of the 

economic situation at the beginning of the 1990s, recovery occurred as from 1994 with regard to 

the growth rate and the balance of public finance. This recovery was possible under an economic 

programme adopted in collaboration with institutions of Bretton Woods and supported by an ESAF 

ofthe IMF. 

The 7th EDF National Indicative Programme amounts to € 125.7 million. Aid is concentrated on 

two areas: transport (roads) , for a total of € 70 million (including € I 0 million on the structural ad

justment facility) and the development of the St. Louis region (€ 22.5 million for actions in health, vil
lage hydraulics, loans to SMEs, cleaning up in certain urban districts and the management of natural 

resources), and continuing the actions initiated in the Podor department under the 6th EDF 

Programme. 

An overall appropriation of € 60.6 million was allocated to Senegal under support for the struc

tural adjustment between 1992 and 1998; these funds were intended, as a matter of priority, for the 

financing of budgetary expenditure in the health sector and the maintenance of public infrastruc

tures (roads, hydro-agricultural installations). 
Senegal also benefited from Stabex transfers (ground nut sector) for the following financial years: 

1992 (€ 9.2 million) , 1993 (€ 15.1 million), 1994 (€ 5.5 million), 1995 (€ 3 million) and 1996 (€ 7 

million) and 1997 (€ 12.3 million).The majority ofthese resources are assigned to the restructuring 

and setting up of the groundnut industries within the framework of liberalisation. A Sysmin pro

gramme (€ 25.5 million) is also being carried out in the phosphates sector. 

Other significant actions of the 7th EDF Programme are carried out in particular in social and eco

nomic promotion at local level (microprojects, urban job creation, SME credit etc.), assistance for the 

people suffering from the consequences of conflicts (displaced people in Casamance) , the fight 

against AIDS, support for smal l-scale fishing in the region of Ziguinchor and the promotion of 

tourism. 
The European Investment Bank (EIB) also provided important aid for the country. Under Lome 

IV (7th EDF), the EIB has already invested € 33 million, in particular in the extension of the telecom

munications network and the modernisation of Dakar water supply infrastructures. 

The National Indicative Programme ofthe 8th EDF has an estimated amount of € 140 (and € 35 
million of the EIB), intended mainly for the health sector, rehabilitation and maintenance of the road 

network, agricultural revival and urban or rural local development actions 
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€ 5 481 (1996) 
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€ 68 321 360 (1997) 
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€ 97 172 810 (1997) 
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na/nd (1996) 

Taux d'urbanisation 
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Seychelles 

OCEAN INDIEN 

INDIAN OCEAN 

450 • tt 74 000 

Le Programme lndicatif National du 8eme FED, signe en fevrier 1997, est dote d'une enveloppe 

financiere de € 5,5 millions. Les secteurs de concentration de ce programme sont Ia protection de 

l'environnement (80%) ainsi que le developpement du secteur prive (20 %). 

En supplement au FED, les Seychelles ont beneficie d'autres instruments communautaires no

tamment dans le domaine de Ia peche, ou un nouvel Accord de peche a ete negocie en 1998 pour 

une periode de 3 ans (montant total: € I 0, I millions) . 

Le projet «Rehabilitation du marche de Victoria» etant approuve, le 7eme FED est maintenant 

entierement engage. En ce qui concerne le 8eme FED, !'execution est tres avancee avec un taux 

d'engagement de 75% fin 1998. 

Le projet «Anse Royale landfill» (€ 2,7 millions) est en pleine execution. Ce projet vise a etablir 

une decharge controlee pour des dechets solides de Mahe et represente un element cle dans Ia 

strategie nationale de l'environnement. 

Le projet «Rehabilitation de l'usine de traitement d'eau potable a Niol» (€ I ,4 million) a ete ap

prouve en 1998. Ce projet vise a ameliorer les conditions de vie pour Ia population de Ia region du 

nord de Mahe en assurant une adduction d'eau sOre et fiable. Ce projet est actuellement en execu

tion. 

Deux projets sont actuellement en instruction: 

Programme d'appui aux PME (€ 0,7 million) 

Formation dans le secteur du tourisme (€ 0,3 million) . 
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The National Indicative Programme of the 81
h EDF, signed in February 1997, represents a financial 

envelope of € 5.5 million. The areas of concentration are environmental protection (80%) and pri

vate sector development (20%). 

In addition to the EDF, Seychelles has also benefited from other Community instruments, espe

cially in the fisheries sector; where a new Fisheries Agreement was negotiated in 1998 for a 3-year 

period (total amount: € I 0. I million). 

The 7 th EDF is now entirely committed with the approval of the project: 'Rehabilitation ofVictoria 

Market'. As to the 81
h EDF implementation has advanced well with 75% of total funds committed at 

the end of 1998. 

The project 'Anse Royale Landfill' (€ 2.7 million) is being implemented.The project, which aims at 

establishing a fully engineered landfill for solid wastes from Mahe, is a key element in the national 

strategy for environmental protection. 

The project 'Niol water treatment works' (€ 1.4 million) was approved in 1998 and is being im

plemented. The project aims at improving living conditions for the population of the northern part 

of Mahe by providing safe and reliable water supply. 

Two projects are actually under appraisal: 

SME support programme (€ 0.7 million) 

Training in the tourism sector (€ 0.3 million). 
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PNB par habitant 

€ 158 (1996) 

Importations europeennes 
en provenance de .. 

€ 142 633 220 (1997) 

Diamants 70% 

Exportations europeennes 
vers ... 

€ 97 427 380 (1997) 

Service de Ia dette I 
exportations 

60,3% (1995) 
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secondaire 
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Taux d'urbanisation 

34% (1996) 

FED 
EDF + budget 

Sierra Leone 

AFRIQUE SAHELIENNE ET 
OCCIDENTALE COTIERE 

SAHELIAN AND COSTAL 
WESTERN AFRICA 

• 71 740 

tt 4 740 000 

En fevrier 1998, Ia junte AFRC/RUF (le Conseil revolutionnaire de forces armees/le front uni re

volutionnaire) a ete chassee de Ia capitale Freetown par les forces ECOMOG et le gouvernement 

democratiquement elu du president Kabbah a ete retabl i en mars 1998. Les forces ECOMOG ont 

reussi par Ia suit e a reprendre de Ia plupart des principales vi lles dans le reste du pays, mais une 

grande zone a !'extreme est du pays et des poches dans le nord-est et le nord-ouest sont restees 

sous le controle des rebelles. Certains membres de Ia junte AFRC/RUF qui se sont rendus ou ont 

ete captures par ECOMOG, ont ete soumis aux prod~s civils et militaires et condamnes a mort. 

Seize d'ent re eux ont ete execut es. En meme temps des tentatives ont ete faites pour resoudre le 

conflit par une approche dite «a deux pistes», c'est-a-dire militaire et diplomatique. 

Les sources traditionnelles de recettes d'exportation: les diamants, le rutile, Ia bauxite, le cafe et 

le cacao ont ete perdus. L'aide des donneurs a ete de facto suspendue a Ia fin de l'annee apres !'eva

cuation du personnel des organisations internationales et de Ia fermeture des missions. L'etat de 

droit s'est completement effondree et les droits de l'homme sont violes a une grande echelle dans 

les zones tenues par les rebe lles. 

La cooperation CE-Sierra Leone a commence en 1975 dans le cadre de Ia premiere Convention 

de Lome. L'aide europeenne a ete initialement concentree dans le secteur routier et le developpe

ment rural. Ces secteurs demeurent importants, bien que les fonds substantiels alent ete fournis de

puis pour le secteur des telecommunications, et plus recemment au secteur de l'electricite. Sous 

Lome IV (€ 77 millions pour le 7eme programme indicatif national du FED), les projets orientes 

vers le developpement rural (appui au secteur agricole, approvisionnement en eau et microprojets 

ruraux) ont ete lances et en partie suspendus en raison de l'insecurite. Le premier programme 

d'aide a l'ajustement structure! (€ 8 mil lion du PIN ET € 12 million de Ia facilite d'ajustement struc

ture!) a ete mis en ceuvre . En outre, les fonds de capitaux a risques de Ia Banque europeenne d'in

vestissement (€ 8 mi llion) ont ete attribues a un programme de readaptation d'electricite cofinance 

par Ia Banque Mondiale, le Japon et certains Etats membres de I'Union europeenne. Une aide signi

ficative a ete egalement fournie par Ia facilite de STABEX (plus de € I 0 million SOU$ Lome IV) et par 

ECHO SOU$ forme d'aide humanitaire. Un programme de rehabilitation (€ 9 million) a ete lance 

apres le retour du gouvernement constitutionnel. 

Le 8eme programme indicatif national du FED a ete signe en novembre 1998, s'elevant a unto

tal de € I I I ,5 million. Trois domaines prioritaires de l'aide ont ete identifiees dans le cadre de ce 

programme: I) Reforme du secteur public, bonne gestion des affaires publiques, democratisation et 

droits de l'homme, 2) rehabilitation et developpement des secteurs sociaux avec un accent sur le 

secteur de Ia sante, et 3) !' infrastructure, avec un accent particulier sur l'entretien et Ia construction 

de routes. 
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Sierra Leone 

In February 1998 the AFRC/RUF junta (Armed Forces Revolutionary Council I Revolutionary 

United Front) was driven out of the capital Freetown by ECOMOG forces and the democratically 

elected Government of President Kabbah was reinstated in March 1998.The ECOMOG forces sub

sequently succeeded in re-capturing most of the major towns in the rest of the country, but a large 

area in the extreme east of the country and pockets in the north-east and north-west remained un

der rebel control. Some members of the AFRC/RUF junta who surrendered to or were captured by 

ECOMOG, were subjected to civilian and mi litary trials and sentenced to death. Sixteen of them 

were executed. At the same time attempts were made to solve the confiict through a so called dual

track approach, i.e. mi litary and dip lomatic. 

The traditional sources of export earnings: diamonds, rutile, bauxite, coffee and cocoa were lost. 

Donor support was de facto suspended by the end of the year after the evacuation of staff of in

ternational organisations and closure of missions. The rule of law has completely collapsed and hu

man rights are being violated on a large scale in rebel held areas. 

EC-Sierra Leone cooperation began in 1975 under the first Lome Convention. European sup

port was initially concentrated in the rural development and road sectors.These areas continued to 

be the main focus, although substantial funds have since been provided for the telecommunications 

sector; and more recently for the electricity sector. 
Under Lome IV (€ 77 million for the 7th EDF National Indicative Programme), projects oriented 

towards rural development (agricultural sector support, rural water supply and micro-projects) 

were started and partly suspended due to the insecure environment.The first structural adjustment 

support programme (€ 8 million from the NIP and € 12 million from the Structural Adjustment 

Facility) was implemented. In addition, risk capital funds from the European Investment Bank (€ 8 
million) were allocated to an electricity rehabilitation programme co-financed by the World Bank, 

Japan and certain Member States of the European Union. Significant support has also been provided 

from the Stabex facility (over € I 0 million under Lome IV) and from ECHO in the form of human

itarian aid. A € 9 million Resettlement and Rehabilitation programme was re-launched after the 

return of the constitutional government. 
The 8th EDF National Indicative Programme was signed in November 1998, amounting to a total 

of € I I 1.5 million. The following three focal areas of support have been identified under this pro

gramme: I) Public sector reform, good governance, democratisation and human rights, 
2) Rehabilitation and development of social sectors with an emphasis on the health sector; and 

3) Infrastructure, with a major road maintenance and construction component. 
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Dans le cadre de l'aide communautaire aux lies Salomon, Ia priorite a ete accordee au secteur 

rural, a l'appui de I' engagement du gouvernement actuel au respect des principes de bonne gestion 

des affaires publiques, de I' amelioration des services socio-economiques et du developpement eco

nomique durable. La Commission entre egalement dans un dialogue sur l'exercice d'ajustement 

structure! entrepris par le gouvernement. 

En 1998, les projets importants mis en c::euvre dans le cadre du 7eme FED etaient le programme 

rural d'infrastructure dans Ia province de Malaita, le projet rural de peche, le projet rural de centres 

de formation et Ia preparation du recensement national de 1999. Parmi ces projets, le premier; qui a 

souffert du gel de facto de notre cooperation sur Ia periode 1995-1997, s'est accelere sensiblement. 

Les deux suivants ont ete acheves de fac;:on satisfaisante et le projet de recensement a ete com

mence. A Ia fin de 1998, le projet d'aide au bureau de I'Ordonnateur National a ete lancee. Cela de

vrait faciliter Ia preparation et Ia mise en c::euvre des projets. II faut mentionner qu'apres Ia signature 

du protocole d'accord de novembre 1997, retablissant Ia cooperation avec les Ties Salomon, le 

ryhtme de Ia mise en c::euvre du projet s'est progressivement accelere. Le volume d'engagements 

dans le cadre du 6eme FED est reste a 90 % en 1998 avec un niveau de decaissements en Iegere 

augmentation pour atteindre 95 %. Les engagements dans le cadre du 7eme FED ont toutefois aug

mente de 8 % sur 1998 pour atteindre 89%, avec une augmentation des decaissements qui passent 

de 33 a 49 %. En dehors des PIN, Ia cooperation a continue par les apports du STABEX dont les 

fonds de contrepartie sont utilises principalement pour le programme de soutien aux agriculteurs. 

Dans !'ensemble, il apparaltrait que les programmes et les projets correspondent bien aux besoins 

reels des groupes cibles et que Ia mise en c::euvre se fait sans difficultes insurmontables. 

En 1998, le document de strategie concernant Lome IV bis a ete finalise et les discussions sur le 

Programme lndicatif National ont commence tard dans l'annee. L'enveloppe financiere s'eleve a 
€ 19 millions et le domaine de concentration sera le developpement rural suivant le modele du 

Programme lndicatif National precedent. Concernant les financements sur le solde du 7eme FED, 

deux projets ont ete formules a savoir Ia phase Ill de peche rurale et Ia reconstruction du ba.timent 

du Ministere des Finances. L.: intervent1on dans le cadre de Ia facilite d'ajustement structure! a ete 

preparee a Ia fin de 1998. A cette fin, environ € 4 millions seront mis a disposition. 

Dans le cadre de Lome IV, Ia BEl a mis a disposition une ligne de credit de € 2 millions au profit 

de Ia Banque de Developpement des lies Salomon pour accorder des prets aux petites et 

moyennes entreprises. 
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GNP per capita 

€ 756 (1996) 

European imports from .. 

€ 31 872 780 

(1997) 

Fish 61 o/o 

European Exports to .. 

€ 2 907 810 

(1997) 

Debt service I exports 

na/nd (1995) 

S ()(' ial 
iud ie a tot·~ 

Population growth rate 

2.9% (1995-96) 

Primary school ing rate 

na/nd (1996) 

Secondary schooling rate 

na/nd (1996) 

Urbanisation rate 

na/nd (1996) 

Solomon Islands 

Under the Community assistance to Solomon Islands, priority has been given to the Rural Sector 

in support of the commitment of the present government to the principles of good governance, im

proved socio-economic services and sustainable economic development. The Commission is also 

entering into a dialogue on the structural adjustment exercise undertaken by government. 

During 1998 major projects implemented under the 7th EDF were the Rural Infrastructure 

Programme in Malaita Province, the Rural fisheries Project, the Rural Training Centres Project and 

the preparation for the 1999 National Census. Of these the first project, which has suffered from de 

de-facto freeze of our co-operation during 1995-97, gained substantially momentum.The next two 

were satisfactorily completed and the census project was started up. Late in 1998 the project 

Assistance to the NAO's Office was started. This project should facilitate project preparation and 

implementation. It should be mentioned that after the signature of the Memorandum of 

Understanding in November 1997, re-establishing the co-operation with the Solomon Islands, the 

pace of project implementation has gradually accelerated. The amount of commitments under the 

6 th EDF remained at 90% during 1998 with disbursements increasing slightly to 95%. Commitments 

under the 7 th EDF, however; increased by 8% over 1998 to 89%, with a 33% increase in disburse

ment to 49%. Outside the NIPs, co-operation continued under the STABEX allocations, of which the 

counterpart funds are utilised primarily for the Farmers Support Programme. On the whole, it 

would appear that the programmes and projects correspond well to the actual needs of the target 

groups and that implementation takes place without insurmountable difficulties. 

During 1998, the Strategy Paper concerning Lome IV bis was finalised and discussions on the 

National Indicative Programme started late in the year: The financial envelope amounts to € 19 mil

lion and the focal sector will be Rural Development, following the pattern of the previous National 

Indicative Programme. For funding from the remainder of the 7 th ED F, two projects were formulated 

viz. Rural Fisheries phase Il l and the reconstruction of the Ministry of Finance building. Preparations 
were made late in 1998 for an intervention under the Structural Adjustment Facility. For this ap

proximately € 4 million wi ll be made available. 

Under Lome IV the EIB made avai lable a € 2 million Line of Credit to the Development Bank of 

the Solomon Islands for on lending to small and medium enterprises. 
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