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Two new case studies for the “Business and the
Environment” series have been completed for
the Forward Studies Unit, one on “Waste Minimi-

sation”, the other on “Cleaner Technologies in an
SME”. This series is designed to give an accurate
measure of some aspects of competitiveness and em-
ployment in companies eager to respond to environ-
mental pressures.

In the context of work carried out for DG XVI (Re-
gional Policy), cooperation with the Japanese agency
NISTEP has continued, aimed at comparing the Euro-
pean and Japanese experiences in regional develop-
ment from an RTD policy perspective. This project will
be completed in 1996.

In response to requests from the STOA (Scientific
and Technical Option Assessment) panel of the Euro-
pean Parliament, IPTS has launched the three follow-
ing projects:

< “The role of biotechnology in the competitiveness
of the European pharmaceutical industry”: Scient-
ific, economic, legal and social considerations are to
be reviewed in comparing the EU position with its
major competitors. The project provides a factual
overview of R&D and innovation efforts in the phar-
maceutical sector, and a prospective description of
the priorities in research for new drugs and the
prospects and expectations for new medical thera-
pies. The expected socio-economic benefits of new
drugs in the context of European health care sys-
tems are analysed.

& “The Car of the Future, the Future of the Car™
Key issues for future transport systems are linked to
achieving sustainable conditions from an environ-
mental, social and economic point of view. The pro-
ject focuses on technological, social and economic
aspects of issues related to individual mobility. Its
objectives are to develop strategies for solving the
conflict between demand for mass individual mobili-
ty on the one hand, and ecological pressure, safety
problems and congestion on the other hand. Tts first
stage concentrates on technological aspects such as
new engine concepts, with focus on zero-emission/
e-cars and the related potential energy storage sys-
tems, light-weight materials, recycling aspects and
telematics for increased road use efficiency. The re-
sults are presented in a set of reports. Socio-eco-
nomic-political aspects are also dealt with, e.g. driver
behaviour/mentality and acceptance problems re-
lated to various technological options.

THE INSTITUTE FOR PROSPECTIVE TECHNOLOGICAL STUDIES

« “Multimedia Information Superhighways”: The pro-
ject focuses mainly on issues arising from the rapid
development of these technologies and the services
they provide, such as access devices, pricing/ billing
to users, priority systems, interconnection and inter-
operability issues, contents and security concerns,
etc. A first report also deals with the direct and indi-
rect effects on employment: as with most innovative
technologies, a loss of jobs will be felt in the short
term while in the medium/long term, the increased
general economic performance will have positive ef-
fects. This entails recycling the labour force, the
costs of which are, at this stage, dificult to estimate.
Aspects linked to social and individual aspects such
as exclusion or changes in human relations are also
discussed.

B. COMPETITIVE ACTIVITIES

For the first time IPTS has entered the competitive
market for research contracts. [ts proposals relate main-
ly to non-nuclear energy (5 proposals submitted, 3
funded), agro-food, the environment, international co-
operation on water resources, and biomass (for various
Mediterranean programmes managed by DG I B).
Most of the work will be carried outin 1996.
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