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T e European Community plays an extensive and increasingly important role in 
international affairs. Legally, it is a separate entity with all the powers of a 

sovereign State, within its files of competence. Thus it can seal contracts with third 
countries on the whole range of matters that fall within the objectives of the 
European Treaties: the creation of a customs union and common policies in key 
sectors such as external trade, agriculture, transport etc. To achieve these objectives, 
the Member States have formally transferred some of their sovereign powers to the 
Community.' 

In the interest of all Community citizens 

There are numerous proofs of the importance of the Community's international 
role. Some 130 countries have diplomatic relations with the Community as such. 
In the GAlT (General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade) and in the North Atlantic 
Fisheries Organization, the Community, through the European Commission, takes 
the place of Member States and speaks on their behalf. The Community participates 
in the work of the OECD, in which the western industrialized countries meet, and 
it has observer status at the United Nations and in some of its specialized 
organizations. It has Links with other international organizations, such as the 
Council of Europe. It takes part in the western 'summits' with the United States of 
America, Canada, Japan and some of its own Member States. It negotiates, or has 
negotiated, at numerous international conferences, both global (particularly in the 
LTN framework) and regional: on East-West cooperation in Europe, for example. 

The Community has sighed agreements with more than 120 countries as well as 
some 30 multilateral agreements. When these agreements cover a subject in which 
it has exclusive competence - international trade or sea fisheries, for example - the 
Community takes part alone on behalf of its Member States. In other instances 
(conventions on the environment, transport etc.), the Community takes part 
alongside the Member States. 

International trade constitutes the most important, but not the only, plank of the 
Community's external relations. In 1984, imports and exports of the 12 countries 
that are now members of the Community (excluding trade among themselves) 
represented an average of 12.5% of their Gross Domestic Product. This compares 
with 7.5% for the United States and 13.5% for Japan. The Community's share of 
world trade, according to GAlT figures, was 18%, as against the United States' 17% 
and Japan's 9%. Armed with a common customs tariff, the necessary corollary of 
an internal customs union, the Community has responsibility for external trade 
policy. Acting on proposals fiom the European Commission, it has the competence 
to negotiate international trading rules; to draw up customs procedures, franchises 
and import quotas; to ensure, within the framework of international regulations, 
protection against unfair foreign competition and so on. The Community negotiates 
international agreements on export credits and its Member States are gradually 

' This file replaces our No 14/84. 




















