SERVICIO DEL PORTAVOZ - TALSMANDSTJENESTEN - DIENST DES SPRECHERS - YMHPEZIA EKNPOZIQMOY TYNOY - SPOKESMAN'S SERVICE
SERVICE DU PORTE-PAROLE - SERVIZIO DEL PORTAVOCE - DIENST VAN DE WOORDVOERDER - SERVICO DO PORTA-VOZ

[ X J e o e o o o000 e 60 o oo © e o \
.;-;;-;o-;-;oon-;;;o'o;-o;oo---'u; S > e Ip(92) 334
L] L ] ® 60 0o L ] ® ® ® e o o000 o
[ ]

INFORMACION A LA PRENSA « PRESSE-MEDDELELSE - MITTEILUNG AN DIE PRESSE
ANAKOINQEH I'IA TON TYTIO « PRESS-RELEASE « INFORMATION A LA PRESSE
INFORMAZIONE ALLA STAMPA « MEDEDELING AAN DE PERS - COMUNICADO DE IMPRENSA

Brussels, gg/AprT’TEEET
L_‘,Lq; 2|
<)

é7 £d et E{
VICE-PRESIDENT CHRISTOPHERSEN ON MAASTRICHT, DELORS 1|1 FINANCIAF }
PACKAGE AND ENLARGEMENT kj T?y'V" /

W

Vice-President Christophersen yesterday spoke to an American audience of
opinion leaders and businessmen in Washington at the Atlantic CEO
Institute Round Table on "EC 2000: Towards a European Empire."

"The European Union is still very much in the mould" he said. "The
Maastricht Treaty is an important step forward, but there is still a long
way to go before achieving anything Iike "United States of Europe."

"Without a politically and economically strong European Union we might
see the new democracies in the East drift before the wind, winding up in
crisis which eventually would affect security and stability in Europe and
beyond".

"l am confident of American support in moving Europe further towards the
European Union" he said.

Turning to enlargement of the EC, Vice-President Christophersen explained
the “dynamic triangle": ratification of the Maastricht Treaty, financial
resources as proposed in the Delors || package, and opening of accession
negotiations 1 January 1993 to be completed before the next revision of
the Treaty in 1996-98.

"Some Member States of the EC would agree to new expenses only if they
get the enlargement going. Others would ratify Maastricht only if they
feel assured that new finance is coming forward and finally some might
only accept new members if the Treaty of Maastricht is ratified.

An agreement on all three items is the way for success.

We must also ensure that new members would participate in the decisive
move towards a genuine political union in 1996, including the eventual
framing of a common defence policy.

It remains to be seen how such a commitment can be spelled out. But
obviously old members’ enthusiasm for enlargement would grow if some
assurances were given in this respect."

He then addressed developments towards year 2000: "The next
intergovernmental Conference would produce a new treaty by 1998. After
1998 the European Union would then welcome some countries of Central and
Fastern Furone.




The European Union would become larger and stronger. But it would not
move beyond what is required to preserve security and stability and it
would not grow so far as to upset the global geopolitical balance."

He concluded: "We have not seen communism crumble and freedom spread in
the East in order to let us drift into a new rivalry among the US, the
European Union, the Commonwealth of Independent States, and Japan."




