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EXPLANATORY MEHORANDUI-1 

1. At the negotiations with the countries which had applied for 

•accession to the Communities, an o~erall ~olution was arrived at . : 
concerning lead and zinc.·. That solution, which entails the 

I 

renunciation by Member' States of rights enjoyed undor Protocol 

No XV on list G, is embodied ~n Protocols Nos l~ and 15 to the 

Act of Accession •. It may b~ summarized as follows: 

Bullion lead . 

(a) the subdivision of this metal in the Common Customs Tariff by the 

creation of a new subheading within heading No 78.01; . 

(b) the ~onversion of tho ·- · ·-.. .'specific duty of 1.)2 u.a./100 kg 
· into an ad valorem duty of ~.5% ; '· 

.· 

,(c) to cover the p.~r:i:od untU the entey into force of a total suspension . 
of the dut~ for an _indefinite period, a nil duti Community tarifl 

quota to be opened, o·f an amount equal to the total of requests , 

received from Member States, togeth~r with a reserve, both to be 
subject to the system of prior· all'ocation; 

• I " .. • 

(d)' tho'now Member States 'to share in the tariff quota from 
. . . . . .: • • • . • : . • . • 1· 

l January 1974; · . · · · 
{e~ the duty to be suapended at a level of 2f1, from 1 Jan•\S.eyo 1975J 
(t1 from 1973, the possibility of e. tota.l suspansion· of the duty tor 

an indefinite. per-lot\ ·~o be reviewed annu.al}3'J · 

·· Unwrought lend'othor than bullion load 

·(a) the conversion as soon o.s possible and by 1 January 19?~ at tho 

lo.tost of the present specific duty of 1.32 u.a~'/100 kg into an 
,I 

ad·.'y,alorem. duty of ~.596~ )'ith. a ~;l.nimum. o~ge of 1.1 u.o../100 kg; 

=(b) the now. Mombe~ States·: to~·share. in the 55 000. metric ton. nil duty 

Coi.lmunity tariff quota from l january 19?4; .. . . -
. . . ' : .. · ... :. ........ ·.~ • ..:::.~ ~ ~.· .... ... ~.:. ..... ·~.l:·: .·,..;.:.;_...::... :...:~:..-.~--·.~~ -; .. _:~ _,.._,. ... __ ... .. 
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.. ~( .. _:::.· ..... ............ ~.. •' ~.- • ~ ... ;·-.. :J.. .. ,. .. " ...... .. ! 
(o) the roductiOD lro:J 1 JAJiWir7 1975 Of tb' aD:OuDt Of the .. quota, 

vbich vUl .. bo :abol.ishe4 b7~ ~J. Dec~ oer 197?; -·~ : .. · · 
• I . • II • o •• • • • •• • ,. . .. .. ,. . .. - " .. .. ... 
· >; (4) an oxamitiatie)n of the situation·, before the quota· is abC)l~shed, 

· vith a' viev ·td >aeclding-on ·a !possible·recluction· ot ·tho dut7. (vith 

. ~:: . ., a·lilinimum onarge ot 1.1\i.a./lOO'kg);_it.l;ei.Dg Wiclerstood that, 

f;: · vhnt~ver·· the ··action. taken~· prot~otioia/ot-~the CoJDIDUJlitf afaeltins 

indust%7 must ~continue; ,~·. ~i-- -~r .. ;. .... · .. ·: . . .. ·. , :..... . .. 
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: J!Bwrought ··zinc :··. ·· ...•. ·. . • · · .. 
. . .. 

. .. · .. ~ .-: . ~ . 
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. . .. ' . . .. ·. ., . . . . . . . 

. ~.~~Cal the conversion from .1 JanUary 1974 ot 'the specific· duty of. 

';. ' ·1.:;2 u.a./100 ks''into a ciuty of 4~.,~ with a minimum charge of 
~ . 

1 l 
. /l,..,; ,.;,. ... .. •&•-- -·. . .••. . .: . ' ·- •• : . . .. • • . . . • u.ae uv ~; · ~ · .. ,. ~"•~- ·· .. : .. ... · · · :'11

• _,.··~ • ' • ..... . . . 
. : . ; • • .. ·. . . . . : .l • • • • • .. • • • 

~·(b) the no~ Membor.States to share from that' date in the nil dut,y . . . . 
;: . . . ta.ritt quota which, fixecl at ,;o 000 motrio· tons in 1971 • will bo 

reduced ·each··yaar·~· except in'l974; ·and· rill be aboiished vith 

: . . effect· from 'i ·December 19'17. . ·: ····.:, : · · .. , 
\- .· r ... --·-··., ............. ~· ..... ..-., .. . . ·. ':. . . •' . , .. ... 

~ . 
~ .. 
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2. At the GA'l"l' multilateral negotiations during 1974, it was deoided to reduce 
c ; . 

to. 0 ~ the oommon oust oms 'tarif't du'tT applicable to bullion lead. 'l'he basic 

duties at l Januar;y 1972 applicable in the new Member States to the product 

• 
.. 

. -•.· .. .... •. 

· in question were at a rate of' 0 %, 'the progressive alignment to be carried out · . . . . 

in application ot Article 39 ot the Act .of Acoes~ion leads automa.ticai:cy to a 
nil duty iii these· M8mber ·States ~ 1976. :. 

. . 
'l'he opening ot a t~itf quota With suspension ot dutr is ~p longer· applioable 

trcm l Jan'WJZ'T 1976 •. 'l'he proposals tor Regulations annexed hereto thus refer ~ to 

two prcduo'ts viz ' unvrought lead other thaD bullion lead,i and 1m111'0lJBh't sino. . . . . 
. , .. , 
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.. the system adopted !or 

the years.l97l to 1976 const~tuted the only m~~ possible o! 

progressing from the puroly national arrangements towards a · · 
r • . •• • , .. . 

Community solution; This ·is. Wh)" the drnft • :Regulations annexed · 

hereto, conc~rniilg ~th~'·quo·t~s·' io· be opened ·for '1977, are· voey 

.largely based on those tor tho preceding yoara as regards the 

conditions on which tho quot~"' are' ope'nod', their allocation and 
. . ' . -... •. :... . . . . . . ... .. 

uniform mothod of administration. 
. . ... ' . . .. . . 

. . 

Furthel'l:tore, theae·draft Regulations· tako aocount of the opinion 

joi~tl7 expressed. by the'··exports that_ tho Member .s~atos should b~ at 

liberty to restrict the unwrought lend other than. bullion load and the 
. '• ·. . .. . 

zinc to_ be charged against tho quotas to lead nnd zinc of certain 

qu·alities or lead and .zinc to be ·.used· tor certain· purposes •. · · ·• . . ... , ..................... •,. 
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Proposal for a 

R.EG.ULAnON (EEC) No • • •/76 OP Tim COUNCIL 

of •• ...... •• •• ••• 

n the opening allocation and administrati•··' of a Community tariff quota for unwrought 
~ d thet th~ bullion lead, falling within subheading 78.01 A ll of the Common Customs ~a o Tariff 

THE COUNCIL OP THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES, 

Having regard to the Trc~ty esta~lishing. the 
European Economic: Commumty, and 10 particular 
Article 28 thereof; 

Having regard to the draft Regulation ·submitted by 
the Commission; 

in question on previous data; whereas the figure of 
13 000 metric tons takes account of the need to 
maintain a balance in the amounts chargeable against 
the tariff quota in order to maintain the protection 
of the foundry industry; whereas .Member States 
should therefore be at liberty to authorize only 
imports satisfying certain conditions as to grade 
and intended use to be charged against that quota; 

Whereas, "in order to take more precise account of 
future trends in imports of the product in question, 
the quota should be divided into· two tranches, the 
first to be allocated among all the Member States 
and the second to form a reserve intended to cover 
any subsequent requirements of Member States which 
have used up their initial shares; whereas, in order 
to ensure a certain degree of security for importers, 

Whereas, under Protocol No 14 to the Act of 
Accession.('), the Community is required to open 
each year, until the entcy into force of. a ~o!al 
suspension of the customs duty for an mdefmue 
period, a tariff quota for bullion lead (unwrought 
lead for refining, containing 0·02% or more by 
weight of silver) falling within subheading 78,01 A I; 
whereas this suspension from 1 January 1976 makes 
the opening of a tariff quota unnecessacy for 191(.; · 

the first tranche should be set at 12 300 metrio tons1 
the remainder constituting the reserve; whereas, on 

Whereas in accordance with the same Protocol, the 
Commu~ity is also required to open each year a nil 
duty Community tariff quota for lead other than 
bullion lead falling within subheading 78.01 A II, 
the amount of the quota to decrease annually from 
1 Januacy 1975 by an amount fixed for 1974 at 
SS 000 metric tons to arrive at zero in 1978; whereas 
the Protocol also provides that the new Member 
States are to share in those tariff quotas from 
1 January 1974; whereas the duties to be applied 
by the new Member States within those tariff quotas 
must comply with the relevant provisions of the 
Act of Accession; whereas the Community tariff 
quota laid down for this product, the amount of 

' which isl3 000 metric tons for 1917, should therefore . 
be opened on 1 January 197{; 

Whereas, in view of the minimal interpenetration of · · 
· the markets in unwrought lead other than bullion 
lead and of the lack of complete statistics relating 
to this grade of metal, it does not seem possible 
to base the allocation of the Community tariff quota 

(1) OJ No L ?3, 27, 3. 1972, p. 171. 

the basis of estimates taking account of market trends 
in this product, the initial shares may be allocated 
as set out in Article 2; 

Whereas Member States may use up their initial 
shares at different rates; whereas, to provide for 
this eventuality ·and to avoid disruption of supplies, 
any Member State which has almost used up its 
initial share should draw an additional share from 
the reserve; whereas this should be done by each 
Member State when each of its additional shares has 

.been almost" used up, and so on as many times as 
the reserve allows; whereas the initial and additional 
shares should be valid until the end of the quota 
period; whereas this form of administration requires 
dose collaboration between Member States and the 
Commission, which latter must, in particular, be 
able to keep a record· of the ·extent to which the 
quota has been used up and to inform the Member 
States accordingly; 

Whereas if, at a given date in the quota period, 
a considerable quantity of a Member State's initial 
share remains unused, it is essential that that Mem· 
ber State should return a significant proportion to 
the reserve, so as to avoid a part of the quota 
remaining unused in one Member State when it 
could be used in others; 

I. 
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Whereas, since the Kingdom of Belgium, the · 
Kingdom of the Netherlands and the Grand Duchy 
of Luxembourg are united within and jointly 
represented by the Benelux Economic Union, any 
measure concerning the administration of the shares 
allocated to that Economic Union may be carried 
out by any one of its members, 

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION: 

Article 1 

1. For the period 1 January to 31 December 191f 
a Community tariff quota ofl3 000 metric tons shall 
be opened for unwrought lead other than bullion 
lead, falling within subheading 78.01 A II of the Com· 
mon Customs Tariff. 

2. Imports of the prOduct in question may not be 
~barged against this tariff quota if they arc already 
lree of customs duties under other preferential tariff 
11rrangements. 

3. Within this tariff quota, the Common Customs 
Tariff duty shall be totally suspended. 

4. The new Member States shall apply duties 
calculated in accordance with the relevant provisions 
of the Act of Accession within this quota. 

Article 2 

1. A first tranche· oU2 300 metric tons of this 
Community tariff quota shall be allocated among 
the Member States. Member States' shares which, 
subject to Article S, shall be valid from 1 January 

:.to 31 December 1911, shall be as follows: · 

Benelux 

Denmark 

Germany 

Prance 

Ireland 

Italy 

United Kingdom 

in metric toni 

.. 9 674 
. 53 

888 
21 
11 

·888 

765. 

; 2. The second tranche of 700 ntetric tons shall 
constitute the reserve. ' 

Article 3 · 

1. · If 90% or more of a Member State's initial share, 
as fixed in Article 2 (1), or of that share minus 

.. · 

-2-

any portion returned to the reserve where ArticleS 
has been applied, has been used up, that Member 
State shall fonhwith, by notifying the Commission, 
draw a second share, to the extent that the reserve 
so !" nits, equal to 10% of irs initial share, rounded 
up o..;; necessary to the next whole number. 

2. If, after its initial share has been used up, 90% 
or more of the second share drawn by a Member 
State has been used up, that Member State shall, in 
the manner and to the extent provided in paragraph 
1, draw a third share equal to S% of its initial share, 

. rounded up as necessary to the next whole number. 

3. If, after its second share has been used up, 90% 
or more of the third share drawn by a Member 
State has been used up, that Member State shall, in 
accordance with the same conditions, draw a fourth 
share equal to the third. 

This procedure shall apply until the reserve is used 
up. 

4. By way of derogation from paragraphs 1, 2 and 3, 
Member States may draw lesser shares than those 
specified therein if there are grounds for believing 

. that those specified may not be used in full. They 
shall inform the Commission of their reasons for 
applying this paragraph. 

Artide 4 

Additional shares drawn pursuant to Article 3 shall 
be valid until31 December 1971 •. 

Article S ' 

Member States shall return to the reserve, not later 
than 1 October 1977, the unused portions of their 
initial shares which, on lS September 197(, are in 
excess of 20o/o of the initial amounts. They may 
return a greater portion if there are grounds for 
believing that such portion may not be used in full. 

Member States shall notify . the Commission, not 
later than 1 October 1977, of the total quantities of 
the product in question imported up to and including 
1S September 1971 and · charged against the Com· 
munity quota and of any portion of their initial 
shares returned to the reserve. . · · 

•• l, 
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Article 6 • 

Member States may restrict the product in question 
which may be charged against their quota shares 
to lead of certain grades or lead to be used for 
certain purposes. 

Article 7 

The Commission shall keep an account of the shares 
· opened by the Member States pursuant to Articles 

2 and 3 and, as sopn as it has been notified, shall 
inform each State of the extent to which the reserve 
has been used up. 

It shall inform the Member States, not later than 
S October 197(, of the amount still in reserve after 
amounts have been returned thereto pursuant to 
ArticleS. · 

It shall ensure that the drawing which exhausts the 
reserve does not exceed the balance available and, 
to this end, shall notify the amount of that balance 
to the Member State making the last drawing. 

Article 8 

• 1. Member States shall take all appropriate measures 
to ensure that additional shares drawn pursuant to 
·Article 3 are opened in such a way that imports 

. ---·- ,.---~- -·-

may be charged without interruption against their 
aggregate shares of the Community quota. 

2. Member States shall ensure that importers of 
the. product in question established in their territory 
have ftee access to the shares allocated to them. 

3. The e."tent to which a Member 5tate has used 
up its share shall be determined on the basis of 
the imports of the product in question entered with 
the customs authorities for home lise. 

·Article 9 

At the Commission's request, Member States shall 
~form it of the imports actually charged against 
their shares. 

Article 10 

Member State$ and the Commission shall cooperate 
closely to ensure that this Regulation is complied 
with. 

Article U 

.. This Regulation shall enter into force on 
,- · 1 January l9n. 

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly appiicable in all Member 
States. · · 

. Done at 

·' 

I . ":'· 

For the Council 

The President 

- ·r 
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Proposal for a 

REGULATION (EEC) No •••/760P nm COUNaL 

of •••••••• 

on the opaling, alloution and administration of a C.mmnmity tariff quota for urm-rougbt 
zin~ fallins within subheading 79.01 A of the Common Customs Tariff 

11m COUNCIL OP 11m EUROPEAN COMMUNJTIES, 

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the 
European Economic Community, aDd in particular 
Article 28 thereof; 

Having regard to the drah Regulation submitted by 
the Commission; 

Whereas under Protocol No 15 to the Acr of 
Accession (1), the Community is required ro open 
each year a nil duty Community tariff quota for 
unwrought zinc, falling within subheading 79.01 A 
of the Common Customs Tariff, fixed at 30 000 
metric rons for 1971, and decreasing each year, except 
in 1974, until the quota is abolished on 31 December 
1977; whereas the quota calculated on that basis 
amounts to 5 000 metric tons for 1977; whereas the 
Protocol also provides that the new Member States 
shall share in the tariff quota from 1 January 1974; 
whereas the duties to be applied by these Member 
States within that tariff quota must comply with 
the relevant provisions of the Act of Accession; 
whereas the tariff quota in question should therefore 
be opened on 1 January 1977; 

Whereas, in view of the minimal interpenetration of 
the markets in unwrought zinc, it does not seem 
possible to base the allocation of the Community 
tariff quota for the metal in question on previous 
data; whereas the figure of 5 000 metric tons takes 
account of the need not to exceed a reasonable 
amount, thereby protecting Community production; 
whereas, to this end, only ccnain Member States' 
estimates of their requirements for specific grades of 
zinc have been taken into account; whereas Member 
States should therefore be at libeny to authorize 
only imports satisfying cenain conditions as to grade 
and intended use to be charged against that quota; 

Whereas, in order to rake more precise account of . 
future trends in imports of the product iQ question, 
the quota of 5 000 metric tons should be divided 
into two tranc:hcs, the first to be allocated among 

(1) OJ No L 73, 21. 3. 1972, p. l?l. 

the Member States and the second to form a reserve 
intended to cover any subsequent requirements of 
Member States which h.ave used up their initial 
shares; whereas, in order to ensure a cenain degree 
of security for imponers, the first tranche should be 
set at4 5\D metric tons the remainder constituting 
the reserve; whereas, on the basis of estimates taking 
account of market trends in unwrought zinc, the 
first tranche may be allocated approximately 
according to the following percentages: 

Benelux 25·50 

Denmark 2·15 

Gennany 41·15 

France 1·28 

Ireland 1-42 

Italy 10·28 

United Kingdom 18·22; 

Whereas Member States may use up their initial 
shares at different rates; whereas, to provide for this 

· eventuality and to avoid disruption of supplies, any 
Member State which has almost used up its initial 
share should draw an additional share from the 
reserve; whereas this should be done by each Member 
State when each of its additional shares has been 

· almost used up, and so on as many times as the 
reserve allows; whereas the initial and additional 

· shares should be valid until the end of the quota 
period; whereas this form of administration requires · 
close collaboration between Member States and the 
Commission, which latter must, in particular, be able 
to keep a record of the extent to which the quota 
bas been used up and to inform the Member States 
accordingly; 

Whereas if at a given date in the quota period, a 
considerable quantity of a Member State's initial 
share remains unused,· it is essential that that Member 
State should return a significant proponion to the 
reserve, so as to avoid a pan of the Community 
quota remaining unused in one Member State when 
it could be used in others; 

Whereas, since the Kingdom of Belgium, the Kingdom 
. of dte Netherlands and the Grand Duchy of 

LuxemboW:g)are united within and jointly represented 

·i 
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by the Benelux Economic Union, any ·measure 
concerning the administration of the shares a~located 
to that Economic Union may be carried our by an· 
o~e of its memben, 

I 

··' 

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION: 

Article 1 

1. During the period 1 January to 31 December 
197f, a Community tariff quota of 5 000 metric . 

1 
tons shall be opened in the Community · for 
unwrought zinc falling within subheading 79.01 A of 
the Common Customs Tariff. · 

2. Imports of the product ih question may not be 
charged against this tariff quota if they are al~eady 
free of customs duties under other preferential .tariff 
arrangements. 

3. Within this tariff quota, the Common Customs 
Tariff duty shall be totally suspended. 

4. Within this quota, the new Member States shall 
apply duties calculated in accordance with the 
relevant provisions of the Act of Accession. 

Article 2 

1. A first tranche of 4~ metric tons of the quota '· 
referred to in Anicle 1 shaD be allocated among the 
Member States. Member States' shares which, subject 
to Anicle ~. shall be valid from 1 January to 
31 De«mber 1977, shall be as follows:' . : 

Benelux 
I 

Denmark 

Germany 

Prance 

Ireland 

Italy 

United Kingdom 

In metric tons . : ~ 

'l 147-:, 
·• .. _97' ' 

l 852·;·. 
···5r-·:_ 

.. 64·.' 
."463 . 
820' 

2. The second tranche of 500 metric tona · s~ll 
constitute the reserve. 

'I 

·Article J, ! . 

1. If 90% or more of a 'Member State's initial 
share as fixed in Article 2 (1), or of that share 
minus any portion returned to the reserve where 

Article S has been applied, has been used up, that 
Member State shall forthwith, by notifying the 
Commission, draw a second share, to the extent 
that the reserve so permits, equal to 10o/o of its 
initial share, rounded up as necessary to the next 
whole number. 

2. If, after its initial share has been used up, 90% 
ore more of the second 'share drawn by a Member 
State has been used up, that Member State shall 
forthwith, in the manner and to the extent provided 
in paragraph 1, draw a third share equal to S% 
of its initial share, rounded up as necessary to the 
next whole number. 

3. If,· after its second share has been used up, 90o/o 
or more of the third share drawn by a Member State · 
has been used up, that Member State shall forthwith, 
in accordance with the same conditions, draw a 

·fourth share equal to the third. 

This procedure shall apply until the reserve is 
exhausted. 

'4~ By way of derogation from paragraphs 1, 2 and 
3, Member States may draw lesser shares than those 
specified therein if there are grounds for believing . 
that those specified may not be used in full. They 
shall infonn the Commission of their reasons for • 
applying this paragraph. 

Article .f 

Additional shares drawn pursuant to Article 3 shall 
be valid until 31 December 19'fl. 

Article 5 

Member States shall return to the reserve, not later . 
· than 1 October 1977, the unused portions of their 

initial shares which, on 15 September 197{, are in 
· excess of 20% of the initial amounts. They may 

return a greater portion if there are grounds lor 
believing that such portion may not be used in full. 

Member ·States shall notify the Commission, not 
later than 1 October 1971, of the total quantities 
of the product in question imported up to and 
including 15 September 191( charged against the 
Community quota and of any portion of their initial 
shares returned to the reserve. 

Article 6 

Member States may restrict the unwrought z.inc which 
may be charged against their quota shares to 
unwrought zinc of certain grades or tb be used for 
certain purposes. , · . 

i 
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Attide 1 / 

The Commission siWJ keep an aa:ount of the shares 
· · opened by rbe Member States pumw1t 10 Anidcs 2 

and 3 and, as SOOD as it bas been norified, shaD 
inform each Stare of a:be extent to which the reserve 
bas been used up. 

It shall inform the Member States, not later than 
v- S October 197/ , of the amount still in reserve aftei 

amounts have been returned thereto punuant to 
ArticleS. 

( 

· It shall ensure that the drawing which exha~sts the 
reserve does not exceed the balance available and, 
to 'this end, shall notify the amount of that balance 
to the Member Srate making the last drawing. 

Article 8 

1. Member States shall take all appropriate 
· measures to ensure that additional shares drawn 
punuant to Article 3 are opened in such a way that 
UOJ!Otts may be charged without interruption against 
theu ~ggregate shares of the Community quota. 

i 

;- 3-

2. Membct StatG shall . ensure that imponas of 
tht ,,rocfuct in quarion cmblished in thdc taritoay 
ha"'e free access to the shares allocated to than.. 

3. The extent to which a Mtmb.!r State bas used 
up its share shaD be determined on the basis ot the 
imports of the product in question entered with the 
customs authorities for home use. 

· At th~ Commission's request, Member States shall· 
inform it of the imports actually charged. against 
their shares. 

• Article 10 

Member States and the Commission shall c.oopctate 
closely to ensure that this Regulation is complied 
with. 

Artide 11 

· This Regulation shall enter into · force on 
1 January 1971 • 

... 
This Regulation shall be binding in Its cntit,..,.., and directly applicable in all Member 
Sta~ . _, . · 

Done at 

·, 
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Por the Coundl 

The Praident 
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