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both parties to take safeguard neasures in order to remedy

economic difficultiies -
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aunthorising the, Commission to open negotlailons with Greece with a view
to re-introducing into the Agreement creatlng an assoclation between
the EEC and Greece, provisions permitting both parties.to take safeguard‘
neasures in order to remedy economic dlfflculﬁles

13

la Article 68 of the Athens Agreement, which constitutes the general
safoguard clause, has lapsed since 1970, the end of the Gommunity's tran-
sitional period, In view of the freeze in EEC/Greeqe relations at this
time, the Community did not take advéntage of .the provisions of paragraph
-3 of Article 68 which would have allowed the validity of this Article to
be exiended by common agreementg The Communlty has already trled in vain
to rectify this anOmaly during the negotiation of the supplementary EEC/
Greece pro%océi in 1975, .-

- / :

2, ' Mofeover, in the context of the agcession\negoﬁiations, the Council™".
advocates a transitional safeguard provision analogous fo Article 135 of
the Act of 'Accession of 1972, and remains firm in spite of Greek reticence

_in this respect,

3.  The reactivation of the Agreément's Safeguard clause coincides

neatly with the proposal described sbove for the accession and provides

for a return to norma.ll'tvo On ﬁhe other hand, in fhe absence of such a pro-
vision, ‘the Community has great dlfflculty -in resolving with Greece certain
economic problems which arise in the textile sector, Greece is the only
country for which there are no general safeguard provisions, Hven in the
case of Turkey, which enjoys an associgte status broadly 1deﬁtlcal to that |
of Greece, ﬁhe?g is a general safeguard clause with no provision for expiry.

4e As a.result the Commission. considers it ﬁece@%ary to open negotiations
with Greece: as a matter of urgency, with. a view to relntroduclng general.
safeguard provisions in “the Afhens Agreemenﬁ permlttlng both parties to take

' appropriate measures in cases of economic dlfflculty. The Commission there-—
fore recommends that the Council authorises.it to open such negotiations withi

the Association Council, and to adopt accordingly the de0181on of whlch the
draft is annexed, '
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‘coimcn; DECLSION »

authorlslng the Commlss1on to open negotlamlons with ‘Greece w1th a
. view to re-introducing into the Agreement creatlng an’ assoclailon

between the EEC and Greece, prov131onslperm1tt1ng both partlgs to

take saféguard_measures in order to remedy economic difficulties

\

THE "’COUNCIL OF THE EUROP_E;AN‘ COMUNITIES - L
Having. regard to the Treaxy establlshlng the Communlty, and .in particular-
‘Artlcle 238 thereof, T
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Having Tegard to the recommendation of the Comﬁission,‘,
_"Whereas the Agreement oreatlng an as5001at10n between the European Economlc~
© Community and Greece, signed at Aihens on 9 July 1961, no. 1onger contains a’

general safeguard clause,

Whereas this absenoe of a safeguard clause constitutes an anomaly; and whereas
the present provisions of the Agreement do not enéble the Community to deal
w1th current difficulties in several “of its economlc sectors,
Whereas 1t is therefore approprlate to negotlate with Greece gafeguard
prOV131ons to be re—1ntroduced in the Athens Agreement¢
HAS DECIDEI.)‘.::W A

P i \

Article

The Commission is authorlsed +to open negotlailons with Greece within the )
Assoclailon.Council with a view %o re—lntrodu01ng into the Agreement creating-
an ass001at10n between the European Bconomic Communlty and Greeoe, provisions
permitting recourse by "both. partles to safeguard measures 1n order to remedy
economic difficulties, T S " R
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The Commlss1on shall conduot its negotiailons in consnltailon W1th the.
Member States. ‘ Ve ‘

‘Done at Brussels, . = T SO
_ els, . ) . .

... . | THE COUNCIL . |

Lo s | ; _ "ﬂ o Lol »l(The Presidenf)



