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Trend questions 

If tl1e British Government were to decide that llritain's intcrost would best be 
servcd by joining the European Common Market, would you approve or disapprove? 
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* The Governmcnt has decided th~t Britain's interests _would best be servcd 
by applying to join the European Common Market i do you approvc or dis­
aµprove? 

** The Govcrnrnent lias dccided that Britain's interest would Lest be scrvod by 
joj ning the Common J\iarket and they have appl icd for mcmbership. Do you 
approve or disapprove of thoir application to join? 

I 



r 
1'rend questions 

Do you think tl1cre is a good cl1ance or a poor chance that Great Uritain will be able 
to join the Europe an Common Market? 

Good chance Poor chance Don't know 

Dec 1962 62 9 29 
Nov 1966 58 23 19 
Jan 1967 42 30 28 
Feb " 49 27 24 
" " 44 37 19 

Mar " 42 35 23 
May " 59 23 18 
" " 38 37 25 

May/June 1967 40 41 19 
June " 41 38 21 
Sept " 44 39 17 
Nov " 32 45 23 
Nov " 31 52 17 
Nov " 30 48 22 
Dec " 26 56 18 

Do you approve or disapprove of the Government applying for memborship of the 
Europcan Common Market? 

App~ Disapprove Don;t know ------- Approve DisapprO:'_!: Don't know 

May 1967 36 41 23 Jan 1971 22 58 20 
May " 36 41 23 Mar ~ 19 60 22 
June " 40 39 21 iq;r " 22 60 19 
June " 40 45 15 May " 2:1 59 18 
Sept " 40 41 19 " " 20 57 22 
Oct " 46 34 20 .Jun( " 27 58 15 
Nov " 37 44 19 " 21 58 21 
Nov " 44 37 19 " 24 60 16 " 
Dec " 43 40 17 
June 1968 36 43 21 
Nov 1969 36 45 19 
Feb 1970 22 57 21 
Apr " 19 59 22 
,July " 24 55 21 
" " 22 57 20 

Sept " 21 56 23 
Oct " 22 56 22 
Nov " 16 66 18 

• 



Trend qucs t ions 

If an opportunity oecurs for Britain to join the Conlmon Market, would you lil-:e to 

see us try or drop the idea altogether? 

Try to join Drop the idea Don't know 

Feb/Mar 1963 42 37 21 

June " 46 25 29 

July " 4G 29 25 

Sept " 46 36 18 

Nov " 49 32 19 

Dec " 42 34 24 

Jan 1964 36 40 24 

Feb " 42 .33 25 

July " 41 37 22 

Nov " 44 28 28 

Jan 1965 48 30 22 

Feb " 53 25 22 

Mar " 57 22 21 

May 1969 41 44 15 

June " 34 45 21 

Sept " 26 57 16 

On the facts as you know them at present, are you for or against Britain joining 

the Common Market? 

For Again.:?_!_ Don 't know -----···~-

Oct 1962 41 28 31 

Nov " 29 37 34 

Dec " 32 34 34 

" " 36 2G 38 

Jan 1963 33 31 36 

" " 39 • 30 31 

July 1971 25 57 18 

" " 33 49 17 

" " 33 46 20 

" • 3j 44 ai 



1 · Sorne people say that if Britain joins the Europoan 
Common rvlarket scheme we may lose cont rol of our own 
economy and be at the mercy of the market conditions 
J argely detcrmined by other countrios. Do you 

igree with them or not? (September 1957) 

2 Other say that the European Common Market scheme 
will give us many opportunities to expa.nd our 
trade,and that countries like Germany will dominate 
it and out do us economically if we donit join in~ 
Do you agree wi.th them or not? (September 1957) 

3 Do you think i t is important or not j mpo!~tant that 
Britain should rnove into closer partnership with 
other Europedn countries? (September 1957) 

4 Taking everything into account do you think Britain 
should or should not join the European Common Mar­
ket scheme? (September 1957) 

5 Have you heard or read about the European Common 
Market? 
If Ycs: Can you tell me the narnes of the cru ntries 
forming the Europe an Common Market? 

6 Six countries on the Continent are joining togcther 
for the purpose of tracte. Do you think that it 
would be a good idea or a bad idea for Britain to 
try to join the Comrnon r.larl:et? (March 1959) . 

·7 What do you think should be Bri tain' s policy: (July 

Ta work with the Outer Seven and kcep it entircly 
separate from the EuropeR.n Common Market 

Stay with the Outer Sevon and try to negotiato. 
with the European Common Market to set up one 
European organisation containing both groups 

Leave the Outer Scven and apply for rnembcrship 
of the European Cornmon Market 

Keep out of both the Outer Seven and European 
Common Market 

Don 1 t know 

8a Have you read or heard anything about~ 

a) the European Common Market (the Six) 
• 

b) the European Free Tracte Area (the Outcar Seven) 

b If aware of ei ther_ group: Do you know whothcr or not 
either of these groups? If Yes Which? (.July 19GO) 

Outer Scven 33 

European Common Market 5 

Not member of ei ther 11 

Don't k11ow 6 

AJ.l awarc of eit~er 55 

Agree 28 

Disagree 24 

Don't l~now 48 

Agree 30 

Disagree 23 

Don' t know 47 

Important 58 

Not important 8 

Stay outside 7 
Donit know 27 

Should 38 
Should not 20 

D0n 1 t know 42 

Benelux countries 28 
Britain 20 
France 35 
Germany 27 

Italy 13 
Scandinavia 9 

Switzerland 4 

Other countries 2 
D0n 1 t know 19 

All 61 

Not heard of 39 

Good idea 54 

!lad idea 12 

Don~t know 34 

1960) 

11 

33 

2 

5 
49 

49 

51 

Britain is a member of 



9 What do you think should be llritain's tracte poU.cy in Europe? 

'fo work with the outer Soven and keep it entirely separate 
from the European Common Market 

Stay wi th the Outer Seven and try to negotiate wi th the 
European Common Market to set up one European organisation 
containing bath groups 

( April 1961) 

Leave the Outer Seven and apply for membership of the European 
Common Market 

Keep out of bath the Outer Seven and the European Common Market 

Don't know 

8 

33 

8 

8 

43 

10 What do you see 
Common Market? 

as the main argument in favour of Britain joining the Europcan 

(June 1961) 

The advantages which Britain may gain by joining 30 

or The disadvantages which Dritain may suf:fer if she docs not join 

D0n 1 t know 

19 

51 

11 Which one of these considerations calls for most 
attention in the discussion about Britain joining 
the Europoan Comraon Market? (June 1961) 

Employment 21 
Farmers 7 
Commonwealth 14 
Relations with America 3 
V/ages and salaries 13 
Social and welîare 4 
Britain's power 8 
Cultural standards 2 
Food prices 24 
0th er prie es 6 
Party politics 2 
Position of T.us. 3 
None of them, not 

worried 
Don I t know 

6 
23 

12 Which do you think is the stronger argument for going into the European Common 
Market? 

That Britain stands to gain a lot by joining, 
or 

That Britain stands to lose is she does not 
join? 

Don't know 

30 

19 

51 

Sept '61 

45 

41 

14 

, 13 Would you be prepared or not ta work in another of Prepared 
the European Common Market countries? (September 
1961) 

14 Do you think i t woul d be a good tj1ing for Europe 
to be indcpendent, or should Europe try to form 
an association with either America or Russi.a? 
(September 1961) 

Not prepared 
Don't know 

Independent 
Association with: 
America 
Russia 
Don I t know 

28 
55 
17 

46 

27 
6 

23 



'• 15 How likely do you think it is that the European 
Common ~1ark0t wi 11 dpvelop i ts own indcpendcnt, 

nuclear force, apart from U.S.A.? (SeptEmber 1961) 

16 Do you think that a United Europe should or shoulà 
not try to be a third nuclear pO'Ner along wi th 
America and Russia? (September 1961) 

17 Do you think that joining the European Common 
Market will have a great effect, a little affect 
or no effect at all on defence policy? (Sq,tember 

1961) 

18 If Bri tain has to join the European Comrnon f1larket 
sooner or later, should we join now whi1e it is 
still possible to influence the development of 
the Europoan Common r11arket, or slwuld wc wai t and 
see? (Septcmber 1961) 

Very likaly 
Fairly likely 
Not 1 ikely 
Donit know 

Should 
Should not 
Don~ t know 

Great effect 
Little effect 

None at all 
Donit know 

Join now 
Walt and see 
Don't know 

19 Should the idea of the Europcan Common Market include or not inclucle :. 

a) the Commonwealth? 
b) America? 

Should include 
Should not 
Don 't know 

(September 19Gl) 

Commonwealth 

72 
7 

21 

America 

36 
36 
28 

19 
19 
24 
38 

30 
45 
25 

22 
30 
17 
31 

48 
30 
22 

20 Are any of these difiiculties so overri<ling that you would not support 
Britain joining the European Common Mnrket unles.s they agreed to a 
satisfactory solution? If Yes: \Vhich of these difficulties do you regard of 
such impor•tance? (September 1961) 

13x-i tish farming interusts 25 
The Commonwealth interes ts 39 
The interests of other EFTA countries 4 
No 1 none of them overriding 25 
Don° t know 24 

21 How important do you tl1ink it is for Britain to have a close relationship 

22 

with: (Septamber 1961) 

a) othcr Commonwealth countries ? 
b) America? 
c) other European countries? 

If Bri tain werc- to join the Europea11 
competition for British industries. 
or bad for each of these: (September 

Good 

a) Car manuf act u1·er s? 45 
b) Steel manufacturers? 44 , 
c) Clothing and textj_J.e 

manufacturcrs'? 39 
d) Domc!'Jtic appliancc 

manufacturers? 38 

e) Insuran(';e compan.:'. es? 29 
f) Tho ftlm, ':'V and enter-

tatnment i.ndu:~tr-y? 3G 

62 
39 
34 

Common 
De you 
1961) 

Bad 

25 
14 

17 

14 
5 

G 

No.!_ very Don't ---
import.an!.. know 

21 
37 
37 

4 
11 
12 

13 
13 
17 

Market, therû would be more 
think that this would be good 

No differenco D0n 1 t know 
-"~-·------

7 23 

12 30 

13 31 

13 35 
18 48 

22 36 cf? 



• 23 Which of these are having the greatest effect on your attitude? 
(September 1961) 

The introduction of more competition into the British industry 

Danger from Sovlet aggression 

Less dependence of Britain on the U.S.A. 

Sorne anticipated economic changes 

None of these 

Don 1 t know 

26 

21 

20 

13 

9 

24 

24 Before a I3ri tish Govcrnment finally joins or rejects the European Common 
Market, do you thi.nk they should havo a party votG in the Bouse of Commons 1 

a free vote in the House of Commons, or have a general election on the 
issue? (September l~Gl) 

Party vote 
F'ree vote 
Genoral election 
Don' t knov,r 

10 
38 
35 
17 

25 Which poli tical. party can best handle the problem of !Jrit ain' s relations with 
Europe? (September 1961) 

Conscrvative 
Labour 
Liberal 
Other 
Don 1 t l{now 

35 
25 

9 
1 

30 

26 On the whole, would you say tho Conservatives are in favour or not in favour 
of Britain joining the European Comrnon Market? And how about the Labour 
Party, is that in favour or not ; •i fo ,1our of I3ri tain joining the Eu:copcnn 
Common Market. And the Liberal Party? 

Conservative Labour Liberal 

l"avour 49 24 30 
Do not favour 9 18 5 
Party undecided 18 24 13 
Don vt know 24 34 52 

(September 1961) 

27 Do you think that a Frenchman (an Italian) ,doing a job sirr.ilar to the one 
that you (your husband) are (is) doing is better off or worse off: (October/ 
November 1961) 

a) for the amount of money ho earns? 

Better off 
\Vorse off 
Same 
Don 1 t know 

b) the bene fi ts he enjoys i.n the way of 
sickness pay, unernployrnent b8nefits, 
health services, pensions etc.,? 

Bettor off 
Worse off 
Same 
Dôn' t know, 

c) general standard of living? 

Botter off 
\Vorsc off 
Samo 
Don I t l~now 

Frenchrnan Italian ------

13 18 
29 25 
21 20 
37 37 

12 17 
43 33 
12 14 
33 36 

10 17 
34 :n 
21 18 
35 31 

7 



28 Do you think that a person in IIol.land/Sweden/America doing a job similar 
to the one that you (your husband) r-Œe (:l.s) doing is bette1· off or worse off~ 

(llolland, December 1961: Sweden, Februr,ry 19G2~ /\merica, fobruary 19G2) 

Bolland Sweden America ---- ----
a) for the arnount of money he carns?, 

I3etter off 13 24 56 

\Vorse off 19 9 10 
Same 15 12 17 
Don 1 t know 53 55 17 

b) the benefits he enjoys in the way 
of sjckness pay' unemployment ben-
efits, health services, pc-nt,ions etc? 

I3et ter o:ff 6 14 12 
Worse off 33 21 G3 
Same. 8 9 5 
Donit l{I10W 53 56 20 

c) general standard of living? 

Better off 12 23 54 
Worse off 17 9 10 
Same 20 18 20 
Don 1 t know 51 50 16 

29 In the light of the discussion on the Corn.non Market, would you approve or 
disapprove if Australia and New Zen.land looked to other countries for tr2.ding 
purposes, e.g. to Japan? (April, 1962) 

Approve 35 
Dis•,pprme 38 
Don't know 27 

30 Do you think that wages will go up or go down in this country? 

Coup 
Go down 
Ilcmain same 
Don't know 

Se _p_1:_l 9 G,l 

20 
18 
38 
24 

May 1962 

15 
18 
35 
32 

31 Suppostng wc could only get into the Europcan Cornmon Mar'kct at the price of 
a political union with France and Germany, should we jo:in or should we stay 
out of such a political union? (July 1962) 

32 

Join 
Stay out 
Don I t know 

21 
53 
2G 

If the price of Britain g:ettin.g into the Common Market was higher than the 
Government wanted t:o pay, which of these thing.s should the Government do? 
(July 1962) ., 

Be willing ta continue negotiations but not 
gi ve way any fu.rthcr 41 

Meet the dcmands the Six are making 8 

l3reak off all. negotintions 29 

Don' t know 22 

33 Do you think t.hai thcre should or ~hould not b;:;.~ a Gonernl Election to soc 
wliether the country r.rnppor-ts U1e Govcrnme?nt in whatGvcr decision i t makc·s 
about lhc Cornmon Market? (July l~ih2) 

Shoulcl 

Should not 
Don I l k.now 

63 
25 
1 ?, 

,) 

ô 



34 Which party can best l1andle Britain's nogotiations about going into tl1e 
Common Market? (July 1962) 

Conscrvative 32 
Labour 22 
Li bcral ll 
Other 3 
Dor,' t lrnow 3 2 

35 If the negotiations on the EuropE~m1 Comrnon Market were to fai.l, do you think 
the Government was right not to give way, or will you be inclined to blame 
the Government? (August 19G2) 

Government right G2 
Blame Governmcnt 11 
Don' t know 27 

36 What sort of people in Bri taiP.. woulcl boryefi t if Hri tain were to join the 
European Common Market? 

9_cpt _} 961,. Sept 1962 

Manufacturcrs and export ers 41 20 
Financiers, bankers, commerce 33 19 
The housewife 30 5 
Workers 25 8 
Professionals 19 4 
Farmers 10 2 
Others 1 3 
Everybody 12 21 
No body 4 9 
Don I t know 45 28 

37 What sort of people in Britain would suffer ifBritain were to join the 
European Common Market? 

' 38 

Farmers 
Workers 
The housewife 
J\1anufacturers and 

I 
export ers 

Professionals 
Financiers, bankers, commerce 
Others 
Everybody 
Nobody 
Don I t know 

Sept -2!!_§_1 

47 
20 
13 
10 

7 
4 
2 
3 

8 
31 

S e~1:..._lf!._~­

l 9 
21 
15 

3 
1 
l 
3 

8 
17 
29 

If you disagreed with your party on whether or not Britain should join the 
Eu1·opean Common Market, would you st il l vote for i t or not? 

Still vote for it 
Not vote for it 
Don't know 

• 
Sept 1961 

64 
15 
21 

Sept 196~ 

65 
16 
19 

39 How would you vote if an election werc helà on this issue? (October 19G2) 

Conservative 
Labour 
Liberal 
Other 
Don I t knov; 

30~ 
35 
13 

l, 
21 



4.0 Do you have the feeling that M1·. Macmi.llan ai1d his te<1Jn are or arc not 
doing tl1eir utmost to get the bcst possible terms for us if we should go into 
the Coir.mon Market? (October 1962) 

Are 
Are not 
Don I' t l~now 

59 
21 
17 

41 If after further negotiations Mr~ Macmill;-111 says we should go into the 
Europcan Common Market but Mr. Gaitskell says that there shoul d be a 
general elcction, who would you support, Macmillan or Gaitskell? (October 
1962) 

Macmillan 
Gai tsh:011 
Don î t linow 

34 
48 
18 

42 If the Government recommend that ,ve should not join the Europe-1.n Common 
Market, how would you vote then? (December 19G2) 

Conservative 34! 
Labour 38! 
Libcral B! 
Other ! 
Don~ t know 18 

43 If you had to chooso between entcring the Cornmon Market or closer associ-
ation with H.ussia which would you choose? (February 1863) 

Common. Market 49 
Russie 22 
Don 1 t know 29 

44 Do you think Britain should or sliould not try to get: 

a) political association with 
Europe? 

Should 
Shoulcl not 
Don~ t know 

b) econornic association with 
Europe? 

Should 
Should not. 
Don I t know 

Feb 1961 --------

39 
28 
33 

57 
14 
29 

38 
30 
32 

54 
17 
29 

47 
23 
30 

GO 
13 
27 

45 If we have to weakcn our tracte link wi th the Commonwealth in ordcr to try to 
join the Eurcpean Common Market, would you approve or disapprove of such a 
weakening? (May 19G5) 

Approve 12 
D'isapprove 62 
Don' t know 26 

46 If France unnounces that she will leave the Common Mar~i:et, do you think that 
Bri tain should or sbould not try to r;;a.ke spe-cial economic arrangements wi th 
France? (.July 196,,) 

Should 27 
Shoulrl not 33 
Donct kr1ow 40 

/;/ 



47 Do you think Britain should cr should noi. try to get into political assoc­
iaction with; (October 1965) 

a) Europe? 
b) America? !:~rope America ----·-

Should 48 45 
Should not 26 29 
Don' t know 26 26 

48 Which party do you think can best handle tho problcm of Europe and the 
Common Market? (Mareil 1966) 

Conservati\'ü 42 
Labour 29 
Liberal 5 
Other Il 
D0n 1 t know 24 

49 Do you think that Ilritain shotild or sl1ould 11ot try to get into politicel 
association with the other Europoan counlries?(.July 1966) 

Should 
Should not 
Don 't know 

48 
27 
25 

50 Do you know whether or not Bx·i tain is a rnGmber of: 

a) the European Free Tracte Area or Outer.Seven? 
b) the European Common ,Jarket 

Yes, EFTA, Outer Seven 

Yes, Common Ma.rket 

No,not member of eitLer 
Don 't know 

SepJ:._.!_ 96!_ 

31 

4 

17 
49 

Nov 1966 

41 

3 

27 
29 

51 France mj ght agree to our ontry into the Common Market if we in ex:change 
would agrce to shari ng wi th ber our nuclear weapons and 11 know--how". 
Would you approve of such an agreern0n_t or not? (November 1966) 

Approve 
Disapprove 
Don I t know 

30 
51 
19 

52 Mr. Jay has stated some econornic arguments ,against I3ritain joining: the 
Common 1\-1:n·ket. Do you think that 1"hcse are good arguments or bad arguments? 
(February 1967) 

Good 
Bad 
Don~t know 

31 
21 
48 

53 If Mr~ Jay feels like that about Britain and the Common Market do you think 
he should stay in the Gov0rnment or should he resign? (February 1967) 

• 
Stay 
Resign 
Donft know 

39 
25 
36 

54 If you had to choose between ente1-ing the· Cornmon Market 01"' an Atlanti"c Union, 
with Arn(i·ric:.a vnd Canada, whiùh would you cLoose? (February 19G7) 

Corr.mon Mnrltet 4.2 

Atlantic Union 27 
Don: t know 31 

// 



55 If JJritain docs join the EuropcQn Comrr:on f1îarkct which of these affects da 

you think it will have? 

Oct 1%2 Fcb 1967 Ap2:__1967 

Raise prices of food 58 65 76 

H.estrict the po·wer of tho trade unions 

in wage negotiations 23 13 18 

Cause uncmployment 28 17 21 

Reduce the power of Parliament 19 10 Hl 

T'ake awny our (political) i ndepcndenc ( 28 20 22 

The Commonwealth will collapse 13 14 22 

Raise our exports 42 42 39 

Increase the efficiency of our indust·-

riHS 35 32 28 

Give us a wider choice of goods (in 

the shops~ 54 46 38 

Give us a chance of going abroo.d for 
a job 3' ,.L 20 20 

Rai se our standard of living 23 22 19 

Make Britain 1 s voice more powerful in 
international aff<1.irs 23 28 26, 

Don 1 t know 4 5 5 

56 If the Govcrnrnent decided not to apply for mernbership in the Common Market 
would yot1 approve or disapprovc of this decision? (April 1967) 

Approve 39 
Disapprove 32 
Don ' t know 29 

57 0!1 the question of Jlri ta.ire going· into the Europcan Com;non !larket, bow should 

the problem be settled - by the Govc:t·t·.moni.. through Pal'li:1uwut, or on the 

basis of a General Election? 

Apr 1962 Julv 19G2 --~--· ---- Apt 1962 

Dy Governnwnt 28 29 38 

Ge:1.eral Election 49 53 49 

D0n 1 t know 23 18 13 

58 To get into the Common Market, Bri tain may have to do certain things. I 
would like to ank you abot1t tl1cm, and whether you woul.d approve or dis­

approve if: (May 19G'/) 

Approve Disapprove Don' t know 

a) \Ve would have ta devalue tho 1:, 
sa that it is not worth 80 

mucfl abroad? 14 63 23 

b) \Ve would have ta broak any sµecial 
relationship we have with the USA? 25 56 19 

c) We wouJ.d have to get riel of our 
comrnitments cas L of Suez? 39 30 31 

• 
59 If you had to choose between cnteri_n.g the Common Marlcet or close ussociation 

wit.h America, whtch would you choosc? 
Jan 1%3 Nov 1966 June 1967 ---·-- ------ -----

Common ~·1a1'kGt 39 5G 42 

Amerj_ca 30 21 40 

Don I t know 31 20 lB 

/ï 



60 If the British Gove1nment cannot get the terms thcy wnnt and deeido not to 
enter the F.uropean Common Market, would you app1~ove or disapprove of this, 
Government 1 s decision? 

Approve 
Disapprove 
Don't know 

Dec 1962 

51 
18 
31 

July 1962_ 

71 
11 
18 

61 How much harm will it do to Britain if we do not succed in getting into the 
European Common Market, a lot, a lit tle, or none ut all? 

:'\;E.!:._ 19 G 2. July 19G7 

Lot 
Little 
None at all 
Don' t know 

21 
29 
33 
17 

16 
31 
38 
15 

62 If Britain g;oes into the Europea_n Common' Market, there will be much greater 
opportunity to go to a country on the Continent and find work. Is this an 
attractive idca to you pernonally or not? 

Attractive idea 
Not attractive 
Don 't know 

July 1963_ 

25 
59 
16 

Nov 1967 --~---
24 
61 
15 

63 Should the Government do its best to Irnep alive the question of Britnin 
entering the Common Market, or should they just wait ovoP.ts? 

Jl~ly l 9G3 

Do its bes( to li:.eep alive 38 
Awai t events 35 
Don' t know 27 

Jan 1968 

33 
48 
19 

64 Do y01 think that Mr. Wilso'.l is more interested in getting Bri tain into the 
Common Marl~et or more interested in achieving a closer relationship with tne 
U.S.A.? (April J.968) 

Cornmon Market 
Closer to U.S.A. 
Don~ t know 

56 
23 
21 

65 How important do you think it is for Britain to have a close relation.ship 
with: (February 1969) 

Very Quite Don 1 t 
.important Impor.tant. importa~-~- kI10Y,' 

a) Commonweallh countrics? 54 31 8 7 
b) America'? 45 41 7 7 
c) European countries? 38 43 11 8 

• 

!} 
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66 And which of thcse three, E•.1rope, the COJn::-;onwealth, or AI:1erica is !:he most 

important to Britatn? 

Europe 
Commonwealth 
America 
Don't know 

18 
48 
19 
15 

Feb 1969 

21 
34 
34 
]_ 3 

67 If nritnin has ta join in citl1 othcr countries in ordcr that she may hold hcr 
place in tl1e world, wotrld you rather sce her join witl1 America or with Europe? 

America 
Europe 
Don't know 

Se~96l 
36 
42 
22 

~:~g _l~§_§_ 
29 
55 
lG 

Dec 1966 ------
25 
53 
22 

('pr 19G7 
29 
46 
25 

Nov 19G9 -----
28 
44 
28 

68 Now that Brltain ls applying for membership of tho European Common Market, I1ere 
are some issues which will have to be set.tleù .betwcen Britain and the membcrs 

of the Europenn Ccmmon Market. 
Takir.e; each one s1.-:-parately, do you think i t would be a good thing or a bad 

thing for Dritain to agree toit? 

Sept 1961 

a) Gradual removnl of all tracte 
barriers between mcrnbers 

Good thing 
Bad thing 
Don't know 

b) The romoval eventually of all 
sub~;iche3 nnd other rrot 0ct­
ion to industries, iikc ngric­

ul ture 
Good thin& 
Bad thi.ng 
Don~t know 

c) Unemployment policies and soc­
ical services to be brought 
more into line with each othcr 

Good thinis 
Bad thinr:; 
D0n 1 t know 

d) Ir1vitir1g worltcrs here from 
other membcr countries, to 
tal<e up jobs which cannot 

be filled by our own labour 

Good thing 
Bad thing 
Don't know 

e) Supporting a conunon.~tariff for 
customs barricr against all 
countries not in European 

Common Market 

Good thiug 
Bad th5 ng 

Don't know 

61 
12 
27 

39 
34 
27 

53 
13 
34 

38 
43 
19 

35 
18 
47 

Nov 196G 

66 
9 

25 

39 
33 
28 

GG 
11 
23 

37 
47 
lG 

Nov 1969 

51 
17 
32 

28 
40 
32 

50 
18 
32 

34 
42 
24 

35 
23 
41 

Con 1 t ..... . 



68 Now that Bri tai.n is applyinr; for in<;:r,tbü):::..hip of the Europe an Common l,~&:ket, 
here are some issues whj_ch 1.•.:J.ll h:::.ve to be settlod betwaen. Britain and the 

members of the E<..1ropean Coir.11,rJn ~1arkct. 
Taking each one separn.tcly ,do you t.hir:k l.t wou]d U~J [l good thin~ or a bad 

thing for Dritain to agree toit? (Cor1
1 t ...•..•..• ) 

Sep_~l Nov 1966 Nov 1969 ---·--·-

f) To have as the goal achieving closer 

polHical rclationships 

Goorl lhing 63 68 55 

Bad thing 11 10 13 

Don I t lu1ow 2G 22 32 

g) Adopting the principle of 1 
PqU~Ll 

pay for equal worlt 1 as betwcen 

men and women 
Good th~ng 51 6•:l 55 

!lad thing 30 2'' 23 V 

Don I t know 19 13 22 

h) PoolinG our resou.rces to develop 

atomic cnergy for peaceful uses 

Good thing 78 80 67 

Bacl thing 7 '/ 12 

Don~ t know 15 13 21 

• 
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69 How impQrtant ,vould you say tho,~rn difficulties are in the wn.y of Britain 
joinir1g the Europenn Comrnon Market? 

a) The diJfk:ul~ius fncing our agricultu:ce if the Governrncnt subsidies have 
to be wi thdrawn? 

Very irnpo1·tant 
Important 

!3.~pt l"Gl 

42 

Nov 19GD 

49 

Not very :iJOJ;o:.•tant 
Not at all important 
Don' t know 

27 

19 
6 
6 

25 
4 
2 

20 

b) The rlifficulties for the Commonwealth if Brit2in has to enct the 
preference which she now gives to Commonwealth goods? 

Very impo.ctant 
Important 
Not very important 
Not at al 1 il:lport ant 
Don 'lt know 

49 
29 
12 

3 

7 

c) The difficulty of getting the Europaan Common Market to meet 
problems of the oth.er European countries now with B:ri.tai.n in 
pean Free Tracte Arca? 

Very important 21 
Important 37 
Not very important 21 
Not at all important· 9 
Donit know 12 

40 
2G 

9 
2 

22 

the 
the 

28 
31 

8 
2 

31 

Euro-

70 Would you say you. are hecoming more favourHhly inclined towards the Europcan 
Common Market or less favourably inclincd? 

More fav0\1ra 1·ly inclincd 
Less favourably j nclined 
Same 
Don' t know 

40 
13 
24 
23 

Hov 1969 

?l 
46 
23 
11 

71 As far as you, yoursclf, and your family are concerned, do yru think it will 
be a good thi.ng or a bad thing if Britain decid0s to join the European Cornmon 
Market, or won I t i t make any difference to you one way or the other? 

Juna 1961 Nov 1966 Nov 1969 -----·-·-· ------
Good thing 28· 46 21 
Bad thing 19 12 41 
No differcnce 20 24 23 
D0n 1 t know 33 18 15 

72 If Britain joinod the Common Ma1·ket, do you think sho ~ould become the leader, 
would she have to take a back scat to some other country, or do y.ou see the 
Common J\1arket as a group in which all countries are equal? If back seat: To 
which country? 

.Sept 1961 

Britain the 
• leader 

All cqual 
Take back secci_t 

to: 

France 
Gcrmany 
Italy 
Oth:;,r 

12 
55 

8 
12 

2 
1 

!Jon 1 t know lG 

'!.'otnl 

A] l f.ay L:~; 1 lrnck 
seat 1 33 

9 
49 

2G 
8 
3 
J. 

11 

52 

42 

Nov 1969 

9 
36 

26 
19 

3 
J. 

16 

65 

55 ;~/ 



73 What do you think would be the effects on the general standard of li,•irig ~nd 
cconomic well-being of people i11 tl1is country - to raise the standard of 
living, lowor it, or lenvc things as thoy a1·e? 

Rai se 
Lower-
Leave ~s tlicy are 
Don I t knO\'l 

S<:_J?t 19_~ 
3'1 
15 
24 
27 

Mar_l962_ 
22 
21 
27 
30 

N0v 1SG;J 

30 
28 
20 
21 

74 Do you think that ~îr. Wilson really wants to get Britain into the Common 
Market, or is it just a political mo~o on l1is part? 

Wants to gct in 
Politico.l niove 
D0n 1 t know 

J\'ov 196G -------
49 
31 
20 

[ob/Mar 19'10 
47 
30 
23 

75 What do you think will be the effects o:f Brltain joining tlw Commo,1 Market -
would it raise the standard of livinr; irl. 13ritaln, lower it or leave thinf~-~-: 
as thcy are? (October 1970) 

H.aisc 35 
Lower 32 
Leave 10 
Don 't kriov-.1 22 

76 What efJcct do you think joining the Europ2an Common hlarket woulù ho..vc on U1c 
prices wo pay in Dritain for: 

Sept 1961 May 1962 Nov 1969 Oct 1970 

a) Food'? 

Rise a lot 9 20 72 73 
Rise a 1 it t le 23 2G 19 l. 9 
Stay Rame 17 13 3 1 
Go down a littlc 29 11 1 # 
Go down a lot 3 1 li # 
Donît kùOiV 19 29 5 7 

b) Other goocts? 

lllse a lot 5 13 42 44 
Risc a litt le 16 22 24 24 
Stay surne 19 14 12 JO 
Go down a Uttle 30 17 9 7 
Go down a lot 5 2 1 1 
Don~t know 25 32 12 15 

77 Br·itain is now ne ~~ot i.at ing in Brussols about possJble entry into the Eui-cpean 

Common J\'Iarket. Do you think we should continue these negotiations or shouid 
we wj_thdraw from them? (Januar y 1971) 

Continue 22 
\\'i thdraw 62 
Don I t know 18 

• 
78 Which party do you think can bvst hundlc the problems of Britain 2nd the 

European Common Market? 
June Oct Nov F'eb Apr Oct May 
1961 J.9GG 19GG 1967 1967 1969 1971 --·-- ·--~-

Conservative 33 ·.r, :JG 29 33 36 :10 

Labour 21 21:l 30 3~ 31 24 31 
Li. ber al 6 4 5 4 4 2 :l 
Othe1 1 1 l li 1 l 
All equal l. 6 lS 14 14 17 )07 :J 4 
Don' t know 23 15 14 14 11 )v 

/;J 



•' 79 If thcro were a Gcneral Election on the issu& of the Common rJarket, and the 
Conservatives and Liberals were suppor·ting 0ntry wl1ile Latour were opposect -

which party would you support? (~Iay IG71) 

Conservative 28 
Labour 48 
Libernl G 
Other 1 
Don' t knOIV 17 

80 About how many y cars do you 'think i t will bo bcforr~ Britain bl~comes a member 
of the Europcan Common Market, or wi 11 sho ne ver ( te i.nvi tod to) join i t? 

8] 

~~n 19q2_ l\iaz.. J 9Gl N~_.!-_9G0 Sept 1~:n.;'2_ !±1r 197\ May 1971 ;:une~!"l. 

year l 6 3 3 3 15 J.3 

2 years 5 13 12 9 10 16 20 

3 years 5 7 8 7 5 8 7 

4 yoars 2 2 3 3 1 3 1 

5 years or 1:101·e 20 14 14 16 11 13 6 

Join but don' t 
know when 20 19 19 16 19 13 18 

Never join 20 15 13 ]5 20 12 12 

Don't know if 
joln or not 26 23 29 30 31 w 24 

What ùo you think would be the advantar;es to Britain of joining the Europe an 

COŒJi10I1 Market,? Any other advantages or arguments for joining the European 

Com1non Market. 

Sept 1961 

Kcep dor1n thP cosi.: of living, cheapci· goods 3S 
Closer po) i t :i.cal links wi th buropoar' coun~.r ic:)s 2G 
British inclust-·rics/agriculture will ;)E:mt.<L:! t/ 

expand 23 
Less travel restricti.ons in Europcan Co1:unon 

Market countries 21 
Full employment will be maintained 19 
\Vider rang<:: of goods in the shops NA 
Clo5er militnry links with Europoan countries 16 
Better wagesiworking conditions 10 
Good in the long run for the Commonwealth 10 
Social/medical/educational services will 

improve 7 
Other advantages 6 

All mentioning an advantage 
No advantnses at all 
Don't know 

Total mantionerl 177 

• 

65 
10 
?-5 

Nov 1969 JuJ.y 1971 ----
8 6 

ll G 

15 20 

10 4 
6 4 

]_ 2 4 

6 4 

7 8 
4 l 

3 1 
'/ 9 

90 67 

47 48 

32 36 
21 lG 

/',: 



,. 
82 And what wou]d be the disadvantz.gc-r; of joining the Commcn Marke::t? 

Any other disadvant8ges or 8.rgumenrs aga.jn~-:t jo:ining the Common f,1arkct? 

Commonwealth will be afïect0d 
British indt!Stries/agricu.Lture will 

suffcr 
Cut in wages/working conditions 
Employmont, labour imported from Europe 
Cast of living/prices will r,o up 

~9_pt _ _l 961 

27 

20 
12 
15 
11 

Increarrd competition for B1~itish ir:.dustry 
Social/rnedical/oducationel services will 

N' ,, 

suffer 
J.oss of politj_cal identity,·sovercignty 
Too closE:1 pal j_t i cal J inks ,vi th Europe an 

countr:?.es 
Too close mi 1 i tary_ 1 inks wi th Eu:r.-opean · 

countr:i.c8 
Other dj_sadvantagcs 

Total mentions 

All mentioning a. disadvantage 

No disadvr..ntages at al.l 
Don 't know 

7 

9 

6 

5 
5 

117 

16 
12 
32 

Nov J 969 

12 

11 
5 

11 
G'/ 

8 

5 
10 

r ,) 

4 
7 

1/,5 

80 
5 

15 

July__2:S71:_ 

12 

8 

1 
10 
68 

2 

2 
9 

3 

J 
7 

123 

86 
5 

9 

83 Be fore a Bri t. j sh Governmeni finally joins or rejects the Europe an Commun 
Market, do you think tlH .. ~Y should have a party vote in tlrn House ol Commons, 
a f1·ee vote in the Hou:::v:1 of Conm1ons, have a GGn,3rEù Election on thG ic.:)UE~ 

or hold n nnti.onal rcft:.,rondurn.7 

Feb 1962 Nov 197::) May 19.71 July _2_:97!:_ 
-·---- -·---·--·---

Party vote 9 G G 7 

Free vote 24 15 14. 20 

Gcneral Election 31 23 27 29 

Referendum 16 42 42 36 

Don't know 20 14 11 9 

84 .. Lcaving cm one side whethor you your-self aro for or against British entry) do 
you thi nk we wil l in f act join the Co1;1mon Marh et'? ( July 1971) 

Will join 
Will not 
Don I t know 

82 
8 

10 

85 Do you think that the agreement now reached is or is not the bcst that could 
be acllioved for Briiain (.July 1971) 

Is 
Is not 
Don ·, t know 

24 
42 
35 

86 If there was a Goneral Election on the issue and you dissgreed with your 
party's policy on British entry, would you still vote for the party Ol' not? 

(Julv 1971) 

Still vote 
Not vote 
Don' t kno\v 

49 

33 
18 

8'1 If wc are to join the Comi,;on ffarket, whicll party do you think can best har.dle 

the nrnhl 0n1 ,..,- Pntry? (July 1071) 

Conse1·val 1.vc.s 

Labour 
Lib( ·r;,.l 

Otilcr 
Don I t know 

3S 
30 

1 
2 

3;,, , 



Leaving or. one side v.:hethi::-,r you yourself a:ce for or against Brttish entry, do 
you think we wj_ll or will not jain? (July 1971. See also Q 84) 

Will join 
Will not 
Don't know 

80 
6 

14 

89 What do you think would be the adva:1t.'lges to Dritain if we join the Common 
Market? Any other advanLngcs or arguments fo_!_ joining? (July 1971. See .::lso 

Q 81) 

British industries/agricl1lturc will 
benefit/expand 

Le:ib travel restrictions j_n l~urope 
\Vider range of goods in Lhe shops 
Closer pol~tic~!_ links with Europe 
Closer miljtary links witn Europe 
Beiter wages/working conrlitions 
Full employm2nt will be méi.intained 
Keep down the cost of living, ch~aper 

23 
12 
12 
lJ. 
10 
10 

9 

goods 5 
Good for _the CoJJ1mo1w1c~alth (in the lonr; 

run) 3 
Social/rnedical/education services will 

improve 
Other advantagcs 
No advanlages 
Don' t know 

2. 
12 
27 
19 

90 And what do you think would be the disadvantages to I3ritain of joining? Any 
othcr di.sndv8.ntages or arguments ag~~-~~ joining? (July 1971. See also Q 82) 

91 As far as 
be a good 
make any 

Cosl of livi11g/pric0s will co t1p 

Comf'!onw(--"<üth will be afi"cctcù 

~.1ore uncmployrmnt/labour :; !YJpo:-:tc::d 
Increased coinpotition for British 

63 
15 
11 

industry 8 
British industries/agriculture will 

suffer 7 
Loss of political identity/so0ereignty 7 
Toc close poli\icnl links wit!1 l~urope 4 
Too close mil_i_t,ary_, links with Europe 3 
Cut in wages; poorer working condttions 3 
Social /mcdical/ectucution services will 

suffer 3 
Other disndvantages 9 
No disadvantages 7 
Don I t know 15 

you, yoursülf, and your family are concerned, do 

thing or a bad thing if Britain joins the Common 

difference one way or the ot.her? (.July J.9/1. See 

Goorl thinr; 25 
Bad Ll1ing 35 
No differffi cB 25 
Don' t Irnow 14 

you think it will 
Market or won't it 

also Q 71) 



• ' ' •' 92 \Vhat sort of' people in Britain would benefit if we wc.,:e to join the Co11imon 

Mar kot? ( ,J11ly 1971) 

Manut'.'.lcturor s and export ers 
Financiers, ban.kers, cori-imsrce 

Woll-to-do; upp0r class 
Professional people 
Farmers 
Working people 
Housewives 
Fisherrnen 
OthGr 
Everybody 
Nohody 
Don I t know 

36 
26 
19 
13 

8 
8 
2 
1 
9 

11 
6 

18 

93 What sort of people in Britain would suffer if we were to joj_n the Common 
Mark0t? (July 1971) 

Working people 
Housewives 
Farmers 
Fishermen 
Man-..ifacturers and oxporters 
Financiers, bnnkers, commerce 
Professional people 
Wcll-to-do; uppor class 
Other 
Evorybody 
Nobody 
Don I t know 

39 
31 
22 
22 

2 
l 

1 
1 

17 
5 
8 

12 

9'i Do you think that j n gc!11:::rnl the nu'.·.1bcr of uremp1oycd will be highnr or lower 
if we jojn or won 1t it make any ùJ_-,:fer· .. ,,11ce'? (July 19?]) 

Hiç;ilcr 29 
Lower 28 
Sa:ne 25 
Don 1 t know 18 

95 Do you think that British workcrs will have more or Iess paid holidays if we 
join 1 or won~t it make any djffercnce? (July 1971) 

Mo1·e 
Less 
Sarnt~ 
Don't know 

4 
40 
18 

96 In g0ncrr..l, do you think that the number of heurs in tlH:é· standard workinG 
week, excluding overtimo, will increase, decreasc or siny the same, if we 
join? (July 1971) 

Inc.t'Gase 
Dvcrcasc 

Don~ t kno·,,., 
• 

12 
24 
46 
18 

97 Do you think that social securlty benefits will be higher or lower if we join, 
of won 1 t it rnake any diffcrcnce? (July 1971) 

Highor 
Lowe}· 

S<tme 

Don' t knO\'l 

25 
10 
43 
22 

71 
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98 ,•.'bat ci"fcict, if o.ny, wi 11 joini ng the Coi:F.ion ),1ar-ket ha,ve on our r:aticn<:d 
idcntity? Will we lo.se a lot of our naticnal identity, a little or none 

at all? ( July 1U71) 

A lot 
A little 
Nono r.1.t all 
Don' t knov: 

27 
35 
27 
l.l 


