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Annex
President Ronald Reagan's Inaugural Address (as delivered)

Following is the full text:

TO A FEN OF US HERE TODAY THIS IS A SOLEMN AND MOST
MOMENTOUS OCCASION. AND, YET, IN THE HISTORY OF OUR NATION
IT IS A CO/MONPLACE OCCURRENCE,

THE ORDERLY TRANSFER OF AUTHORITY AS CALLED FOR IN THE
CONSTITUTION ROUTINELY TAKES PLACE AS IT HAS FOR ALMOST TWO
CENTLRIES AND FEW OF US STOP TO THINK HOW UNIQUE WE REALLY .-
ARE., IN THE EYES OF MANY IN THE WORLD, THIS EVERY-FOUR=-YZ AR
CEREMONY WE ACCEPT AS NORMAL 1S NOTHING LESS THAN A MIRACLE,

MR. PRESIDENT, | WANT OUR FELLOWN CITIZENS TO KNON HOW
MUCH YOU DID TO CARRY ON THIS TRADITION, BY YOUR GRACIOUS
COOPLRATION IN THE TRANSITIOM PROCESS YOU HAVE SHOWN A
WATCHING WORLD THAT WE ARE A UNITED PEOGPLE PLEDGED TO
MAINTAINING A POLITICAL SYSTEN WHIZH GUARANTEES INOIVIDUAL
LIBERTY TG A GREATER DEGREE THAN ANY OTHER, AND ) THANK YOU
AND YOUR PeOPLE FOR ALL YOUR HELP N MAINTAINING THE
CONTINUITY WHICH IS THE BULWARK OF QUR REPUBL IC,

THE BUSINESS OF OUR NATION GOES FORWARD., THESE UNITED
STATES ARE CONFRONTED WITH AN ECONOMIC AFFLICTION OF GREAT
PROPORTIONS, WE SUFFER FROM THE LONGEST AND ONE OF THE:
RORST SUSTAINED INFLATIONS IN OUR NATIONAL HISTORY, IT

DISTORTS OR ECONOMIC DECISIONS, PENALIZES THRIFT AND
CRUSHES THE STRUGGLING YOUNG AND THE FIXED~ INCOME ELODERLY
AEIKE.‘ IT THREATENS TO SHATTER THE LIVES OF MILLIONS OF OULR
PEOPLE., -

IDLE INDUSTRIES HAVE CAST WORKERS -INTO UNEMPLOYNENT,
HUMAN MISERY ANO PERSONAL INDIGNITY, THOSE WHO DO WORK ARE
CENIZO A FAIR RETURN FOR THE IR LABOR BY A TAX SYSTEV WHICH
PENAL IZES SUCCESSFUL ACHIEVEMENT AND KEEPS US FROM
MAINTAINING FULL PRODUCTIVITY, ‘ _ .

8UT GREAT AS OUR TaX BURDEN 1S, T HAS NOT KEPT PACE WITH
PUBL IC SPENDING, FOR DECADES WE HAVE PILED DEFICIT UPON
DEFICIT, MORTGAGING OLR FUTURE AND OUR CHILOREN'S FUTWRE FOR
THE TEMPORARY CONVENIENCE OF THE PRESENT, TO CONTINUE THIS
LONG TREND 1S TO GUARANTEE TREMENDOUS SOCIAL, CULTURAL,
POLITICAL, AND ECONOMIC UPHEAVALS.' . ‘

. YOU AND 1, AS INDIVIOUALS, CAN, BY BORROWING, LIVE BEYOND
OUR MEANS, BUT FOR ONLY A LIMITED PERIOO OF TIVE, WHY )
SHOULD WE THINK THAT COLLECTIVELY, AS A NATION, WE ARE NOT
BOUND BY THAT SAME L IMITATION? .

WE MUST ACT TODAY IN ORDER TO PRESERVE TOMORROW. AND LET
THERE BE NO MISUNDERSTANDING =« Wi ARE GOING TO BEGIN TO ACT
BEGINNING TODAY. ' -

THE ECONOMIC ILLS WE SUFFER HAVE CUME UPON US OVE
SEVERAL DECADES. THEY WILL NOT GO AMAY IN DAYS, WEEKS, OR
MONTHS, BUT THEY WILL GO ANAY, THcY WILL GO ANAY BCCAUSE WE
AS AVERICANS HAVE THE CAPACITY NOW, AS WE HAVE HAD IV THE
PAST, TO OO WHATEVER NEEDS TO BE OONE TO PRCSERVE THIS LAST
AND GREATEST BASTION OF FREEDOM, . ;

In THIS PRESENT CRISIS, GOVERNMENT IS NOT THL SOLUTION TO
OUR PROBLEVM; GOVERNMENT 1S THE PROBLEM.

FROM TIVE T0 TINE WE HAVE BZeN TEMPTED TO BELIEVE THAT .
SOCIETY HAS BECOME TOO COMPLEX TO BE WANAGED 8Y SELF-RLLE,
THAT GOVERNMENT BY AN ELITE GROUP 1S SUPERIOR TO GOVERNMENT
FOR, BY AND OF THC PEOPLE., WcLL, IF NO ONE AMONG US 1S
CAPAGLE OF GOVERNING HIVMSELF, THEN WHO AMONG US HAS THE
CAPACITY TO GOVEAN SOMEONE ELSE? ‘

ALL OF US TOGETHER == I\ AND OUT OF GOVERAMENT == MUST
BEAR THo BURDEN. THE SOLUTIONS WE SEEK MUST BE EQUITABLE

_WITH NO ONE GROUP SINGLED OUT TO PAY A HIGHER PRICE.
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WE HEAR MUCH OF SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS, well, OUR
CONCERN MUST BC FOR A SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP THAT HAS BEEN
TGO LONG MEGLECTED. 1T KNOWS NO SECT IONAL BOUNDARI(IZS OR
ETANIZ AND RACIAL DIVISIONS AND 1T CROSSES POLITICAL PARTY
LINES, 1T 1S WMADE UP OF VEN ANMD NOVEN WHO RAISE OUR FOOD,
PATROL OUR STREETS, MAN OUR MINED AAD FACTORICS, TiACH OULP
CHILOREN, KI£P QUR HOMES AND mEAL US WHLN WE'RE SINK, . .
PROFESSIONALS, 1NDUSTRIALSTS, SHOP KEEPTRS, CLERKS, C43B{ES .
AND TRUCK DRIVERS, THEY ARE, IN SHORT, "WE THE PEOPLE,"™ :
THIS ZREED CALLED ANERICANS,

WELL, THIS ADVINMISTRATION'S O0BJLCTIVE MUST BE A Mo ALTHY,
VIGORCUS, GRONING ECONONY THAT PROVIOLS EQUAL OPPORTUMIIES
FOR ALL AMERICANS WITH NO BARRIERS BORN OF BIGUTRY OR :
DISCRIVINATION, PUTTING AMERICA BACK TO WORK VEAMS PUTTING
ALL AVERICANS BACK TO WCGRK, ENDING INFLATION MEANS FREEING
ALL AMELRICANS FROM THE TERROR CF RUNAWAY LIVING COSTS. ALL
MUST SHARE IN THE PRODUCTIVE WORK OF THIS "NEW BEGIMM ING, ™
AND ALL WMUST SHARE IN THE BOUNTY OF A REVIVED ECONOMY. WITH
THE IDEALISM AND FAIR PLAY WHICH ARE THE CORE OF QUR SYSTEN
AND OUR STRENGTH, WE CAN MAVE A STRONG, PROSPEROUS AMERICA
AT PEACE WITH ITSELF AND THE WORLD.

S0, AS WE BEGIN, LET US TAKE INVENTORY, WE ARE A NATION
THAT HAS A GOVERNMENT =< NOT THt OTHER WAY. ARQUND, AND THIS
MAKES US SPECIAL AVONG THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH, OUR -
GOVERMMENT HAS NO POWER EXCEPT THAT GRANTED (T 8Y THE
PEOPLE., IT 1S TIME TO CHECK AND REVERSE THE GROWTH OF
GOVERNMENT WHICH SHOWS SIGNS OF HAVING GROWN BEYOND THE
CONSENT OF THE GOVERNED, '

(T 1S MY INTENTION TO CURB THE SJZE AND INFLUENCE OF THE
FEDERAL ESTABL ISHMENT AND TO DEMAND RECOGNITION OF THE
DISTINCTION BETNEEN THE POWERS GRANTED TO THE FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT AND THOSE RESERVED TO THE STATES OR 10 THE
PEOPLE. ALL OF US NEED TO BE REMINDED THAT THE FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT DID NOT CREATE THE STATES; THE STATES CREATED THE
FEDER AL GOVERNMENT,

NOW, SO THERE WILL BE NO MISUNDERSTANDING, IT IS NOT MY
INTENTION TO DO AWAY WITH GOVERNMENT, IT 1S RATHER TO MAKE
IT WORK == WORK WITH US, NOT OVER US; TO STAND BY OWR SIDE,
NOT RIDE ON OUR BACK, GOVERNMENT.CAN AMD MUST PROVIDE
OPPORTUNITY, NOT SMOTHER IT; FOSTER PRODUCTIVITY, NOT STIFLE IT,

IF WE LOOK TO THE ANSWER AS TO WHY FOR SO MAMY YEARS WE
ACHIEVED SO MUCH, PROSPERED &S NO OTHER PEOPLE ON EARTH, IT
WAS BECAUSE HERE IN THIS LAND WE UNLEASHED THE ENERGY AND
INDIVIDUAL GENIUS OF MAN TO A GREATER EXTENT THAN HAS EVER
BEEN DONE BEFORE, FREEDOM AND THE DIGNITY OF THE INDIVIDUAL
HAVE BEEN MORE AVAILABLE ANO ASSURED HERE THAN IN ANY OTHER
PLACE ON EARTH, THE PRICE FOR THIS FREEDOM AT TINES HAS
BEENEHIGH. BUT WE HAVE NEVER BEEN UNNILLING TO PAY THAT °
PRICE. ,

IT 1S NO COINCIDENCE THAT OUR PRESENT TROUBLES PARALLEL
. AND ARE PROPORTIONATE TO THE INTERVENTION AND INTRUSION (N
OUR LIVES THAT HAVE RESULTED FROM UNNECESSARY AND EXCESSIVE:
GRONTH OF GOVERNMENT. '

IT 1S TIME FOR US TO REALIZE THAT WE ARE TOO GREAT A
NATION TO LIMIT OURSELVES TO SMALL DREAMS. WE ARE NOT, AS
SOME WOUWLD HAVE US BELIEVE, DOOMED TO AN INEVITABLE DECL INE,
| DO NOT BELIEVE IN A FATE THAT WILL FALL ON US NO WATTER
WHAT WE DO, | DO BELIEVE IN A FATE THAT WILL FALL ON US If
WE DO NOTHING, : S -

S0, WITH ALL THE CREATIVE ENERGY AT OUR COMMAND, LET US
BEGIN AN ERA OF NATIONAL RENEWAL. LET US RENEW OUR
DETERMINATION, OUR COURAGE, AND OUR STRENGTH. AND LET US
RENEW OUR FAITH AND OUR HOPE, WE HAVE EVERY RIGHT TO DREAM
HEROIC DREAMS,

THOSE WHO SAY THAT WE ARE IN A TIME WHEN THERE ARE NO
HEROES, THEY JUST DON'T KNOW WHERE TO LOOK. YOU CAN SEE
HEROES EVERY DAY GOING IN AND OUT OF FACTORY GATES. OTHERS,
A HANGFUL IN NUMBER, PRODUCE ENOUGH FOOD TO FEED ALL OF US
AND THEN THE WORLD BEYOND. i ‘
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YOU MEET HEROES ACROSS A COUNTER -~ AND THEY ARE ON BOTH .
SIDES OF THAT COUNTER. THERE ARE ENTREPRENEURS WITH FAITH
IN THEMSELVES AND FAITH IN AN "IDEA WHO CREATE NEW JOBS, NEW
WEALTH AND OPPORTUNITY, THEY ARE INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES
WHOSE TAXES SUPPORT THE GOVERNMENT AND WHOSE VOLUNTARY GIFTS .
SUPPORT CHURCH, CHARITY, CULTURE, ART, AND EOUCATION, - THEIR
PATRIOTISM IS QUIET BUT DEEP. THEIR VALUES SUSTAIN OWR
NATIONAL LIFE, : :

NOW, | HAVE USED THE WORDS “THEY" AND "THEIR™ IN SPEAKING
OF THESE HEROES., 1 COULD SAY "YOU" AND "YQUR™ BECAUSL. | AM
ADDRESSING THE HEROES OF WHOM | SPEAK == YOU, THE CITIZENS -
OF THIS BLESSED LAND, YOUR DREAMS, YOUR HOPES, YOUR GOALS
ARE GOING TO BE THE OREAMS, ‘THE HOPES AND GOALS OF THIS
ADMINISTRATION, SO HELP ME GOD.

WE SHALL REFLECT ThHE COMPASSION THAT 1S SO MUCH A PART OF
YOUR MAKEUP, HOW CAN WE LOVE OUR COUNTRY AND NOT LOVE:-GUR
COUNTRYMEN? AND LOVING THEM REACH OUT A HAND WHEN THEY
FALL, HEAL THEM WHEN THEY ARE SICK ANO PROVIOE UPPORTUNITY
TO MAKE THEM SELF=SUFFICIENT SO THEY WILL Bt EQUAL.IM FACT
AND NOT JUST IN THEORY?

CAN WE SOLVE THE PROBLEMS CONFRONTING US? WELL, THE
ANSWER 1S AN UNEQUIVOCAL AND EMNPHATIC YES,  TO PARAPHRASE
WINSTON CHURCHILL, | DID NOT TAKE THE OATH | HAVE JUST TAKEN
WITH THE INTENTION OF PRESIDING OVER THE DISSOLUTION OF THE
WORLD' S STROMGEST ECONOMY, )

"IN THE DAYS AHEAD | WILL PROPOSE REMOVING THE ROADBLOCKS
THAT HAVE SLOWED OUR ECONOMY AND REOUCED PRODUCTIVITY,

STEPS WILL BE TAKEN AIMED AT RESTORING THE BALANCE BETWEEN

THE VARIOUS LEVELS OF GOVERNMVENT, PROGRESS MAY BE SLON ==
MEASURED IN INCHES AND FEET, NOT WILES -« BUT WE WILL PROGRESS,
IT 15 TIME TO REAWAKEN THIS INDUSTRIAL GIANT, TO GET GOVERNVENT
BACK WITHIN ITS MEANS, AND TO L IGHTEN OUR PUNITIVE TAX BURDEN, .
AND THESE WILL BE OUWR FIRST PRIORITIES, AND ON THESE PRINCIPLES.
THERE WILL BE NO COMPROMISE,

ON THE EVE OF OUR STRUGGLE FOR lNDEPENDENCE A WAN nHO
MIGHT HAVE BEEN ONE OF THE GREATEST AMONG THE FQUND ING
FATHERS C(IF HE HAON'T GIVEN HIS LIFE ON BUNKER HILL), OR, .
JOSEPH WARREN, PRESIDENT OF THE MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS, SAID
TO HIS FELLOW AVERICANS, "OUR COUNTRY IS IN DANGER, BUT NOT
TO BE DESPAIRED OF...ON YOU.DEPEND THE FORTUNES OF AMLRICH,
YOU ARE TO DECIDE THE IMPORTANT QUESTION ON WHICH REST THE
HAPPINESS AND LIBERTY OF MILLIONS YET UNBORN, ACT WORTHY OF
YOUR SELVES,

| BELIEVE WE THE AMER ICANS OF TODAY ARE READY TO ACT
WORTHY OF OURSELVES, READY TO DO WHAT MUST BE DONE TO ENSURE
HAPP INESS AND LIBERTY FOR OURSELVES, OWR CHILDREN, AND OWR
CHILDREN' S CHILDREN,

AND AS WE RENEWN OURSELVES HERE IN OUR ONN LAND, WE WILL
BE SEEN AS HAVING GREATER STRENGTH THROUGHOUT THE WORLD., WE
WILL AGAIN BE THE EXEMPLAR OF FREEDOM AND A BEACON OF HOPE
FOR THOSE WHO DO NOT NOW HAVE FREEDOM,

TO THOSE NEIGHBORS AND ALLIES WHO SHARE OWR FREEDOM, WE
WILL STRENGTHEN OUR HISTORIC TIES AND ASSURE THEM OF OUR
SUPPORT AND FIRN COMMITVENT, WE WILL MATCH LOYALTY WITH
LOYALTY. WE WILL STRIVE FOR MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL RELATIONS,
WE WILL NOT USE OUR FRIENDSHIP TO INPOSE ON THEIR
SOVEREIGNTY, FOR OUR OWN SOVEREIGNTY IS NOT FOR SALE.

AS FOR THE ENEMIES OF FREEDOM, THOSE WHO ARE POTENTIAL
ADVERSARIES, THEY WILL BE REMINDED THAT PEACE IS THE HIGHEST
ASPIRATION OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. WE WILL NEGOTIATE FOR
ElTéRSACRIFICE FOR 1T WE WILL NOT SWRRENDER FOR (T == NOW OR

VER.
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OUR FORBEARANCE SHOULD NEVER BE MISUNDERSTOOD. OUR
RELUCTANCE FOR CONFL ICT SHOULD NOT BE MISJUDGED AS A FAILURE
OF WILL. WHEN ACTION IS REQUIRED TO PRESERVE OUR NATIONAL
SECURITY, WE WILL ACT. WE WILL MAINTAIN SUFFICIENT STRENGTH
TO PREVAIL IF NEED BE, KNOWING THAT If WE DO SO WE HAVE THE
BEST CHANCE OF NOT HAVING TO USE THAT STRENGTH.

ABOVE ALL WE MUST REALIZE THAT NO WEAPON IN THE ARSENALS
OF THE WORLD IS SO FORMIDABLE AS THE WILL AND MORAL COURAGE
OF FREE MEN AND WOMEN, 1T 1S A WEAPON OLR ADVERSARIES IN
TODAY'S WORLD 0O NOT HAVE. IT IS A WEAPON THAT WE AS
AER ICANS DO HAVE, LET THAT BE UNDERSTOOD BY THOSE WHO
PRACTICE TERRORISM AND PREY UPON THEIR NEIGHBORS,

| AM TOLD THAT TENS OF THOUSANDS OF PRAYER MEETIMGS ARE
BEING HELD ON THIS DAY, AND FOR THAT | AM DEEPLY GRATEFUL.
WE ARE A NAT(ON UNDER GOD, AND | BELIEVE GOD INTENDED FOR .US
TO BE FREE, IT WOULD BE FITTING AND GOOD, | THINK, IF EACH
INAUGURAL DAY IN FUTURE YEARS SHOULD BE A DAY GF PRAYER, '

THIS IS THE FIRST TIME IN OUR HISTORY THAT THIS CEiRENOMY
HAS BEEN .HELD ON THE WEST FRONT OF THE CAP|TOL BUILD ING.
STANDING HERE, ONE FACES A MAGNIFICENT VISTA, OPENING UP ON
THIS CITY'S SPECIAL BEAUTY AND HISTORY. AT THE ENO OF THIS
ogengu. ARE THOSE SHRINES TO THE GIANTS ON WHOSE SHOULDERS
WE STAND,

DIRECTLY IN ERONT OF ME, THE MONUMENT TO A MONUMEATAL
MAN, GEORGE WASHINGTON, FATHER OF OUR*COUNTRY. A WAN OF
HUMILITY WHO CAME TO GREATAESS RELUCTANTLY. HE LED AMERICA
OUT OF REVOLUTIONARY VICTORY INTO INFANT NATIONHOGD. :

OFF TO ONE SIDE, THE STATELY MEMORIAL TO THOMAS
JEFFERSON. THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE FLAMES WITH HIS
EL OQUE MCE.

AND THCN BEYOND THE REFLECTING POOL, THE D'IGNIFIED
COLUMNS OF THE LINCOLN MEMORIAL, WHOEVER WOULD UNDERSTARND
IN HIS HEART THE MEANING OF AMERICA WILL FIND 1T IN THE LIFE
OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN,

BEYOND THOSE MONUVENTS TO HEROISM IS THE POTOMAC RIVER,
AND ON THE FAR SHORE THE SLOPING HILLS OF ARLINGTON NATICNAL
CEMETERY WITH ITS ROW UPON ROW OF SIMPLE WHITE WARKERS
BEARING CROSSES OR STARS OF DAVID; THEY AOD UP TO OMLY A
TINY FRACTION OF THE PRICE THAT HAS BEEN PAID FOR OUR
FREEDOM,

EACH ONE OF THOSE MARKERS 1S A MONUMENT TO THE KIND OF
HERO | SPOKE OF EARLIER. THEIR LIVES ENDZD IN PLACES CALLED
BELLEAU WOOD, THE ARGONNE, OMAHA BEACH, SALERNO AND HALFWAY
ROUND THE WORLD ON GUADALCANAL, TARAWA, PORK CHOP HILL, THE
CHOS IN RESERVOIR, AND IN A HUNDRED RICE PADDIES AND JUNGLES
OF A PLACE CALLED VIETNAM,

UNDER ONE SUGH MARKER LIES A YOUNG MAN == MARTIN TREPTON
~~ WHO LEFT HIS JOB IN A SMALL TOWN BARBER SHOP JN 1917 TO
GO TO FRANCE WITH THE FAWED RAINBON DIVISION, THERE, ON THE
WESTERN FRONT, HE WAS KILLEO TRYING TO CARRY A MESSAGE
BETWEEN BATTALIONS UNDER HEAVY ARTILLERY FIRE. _

WE ARE TOLD THAT ON HIS BODY WAS FOUND A DIARY., ON THE
FLYLEAF UNDER THE HEADING, "MY PLEDGE," HE HAD WRITTEN THESE
WORDS: "AMER ICA MUST WIN THIS WAR, THEREFORE | WILL WORK, 1
WILL SAVE, | WILL SACRIFICE, | WILL ENDURE, | WILL FIGHT
CHEERFULLY AND DO MY UTMOST, AS IF-THE ISSUE OF THE WHOLE
STRUGGLE DEPENDED ON ME ALONE."

THE CRISIS WE ARE FACING TODAY DOES NOT REQUIRE OF US THE
KIND OF SACRIFICE THAT MARTIN TREPTOW AND SO MANY THOUSANDS
OF OTHERS WERE CALLED UPON TO MAKE. IT DOES REQUIRE, .
HONEVER, OUR BEST EFFORT AND OUR WILLINGNESS 10 BELIEVE IN
OURSELVES AND TO BELIEVE IN OUR CAPACITY TO PERFORN GREAT
DEEDS, TO BELIEVE THAT TOGETHER WITH GOD'S HELP WE CAN AND
WILL RESOLVE THE PROBLEMS WHICH NOW CONFRONT US.

AND AFTER ALL, WHY SHOULON'T WE BELIEVE THAT? WE ARE
AMER ICANS. GOD BLESS YOU AND THANK YOU, (END TEXT)

- XXX =
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