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Growing from six Member States in 1952 to 12 by 1986, the European Community today 
embraces 342 million people, from Denmark to Portugal, from the Shetland Islands to Crete. Though rich 
in d iversity, the Community countries share certa in common va lues. By entering into partnership together, 
the ir aim is to promote democracy, peace, prosperity and a fairer distribution of wealth. 

The Community countries have resolved to respond to the major econom ic challenges of ou r day- to 
improve their internationa l competitiveness and so boost employment - by eliminating the remaining 
barriers to trade between themselves and establi sh ing a true Europe without frontiers by the end of 1992. 
In so doing, they wil l consolidate the foundations of a European Union answeri ng the needs of its citizens. 

This file 1 contains a series of charts on the population of the Community and its Member States2, their 
standard of living, employment, the economy, Europe's place in the world, and the Community and its 
citi zens. The charts also show comparisons with the rest of the world and, in particu lar, with the 
Community's main competitors. The individual aspects covered are: 

POPULATION THE ECONOMY 

Area 4 Inflation 20 
Population size and density 4-6 Energy supply 21 
Birth rates and life expectancy 7 Industrial production 22 

Agricultural production 23 
Transport 24-25 
Tourism 26 

STANDARD OF LIVING EUROPE IN THE WORLD 

Gross domestic product per head 8-9 International trade 27 
Household consumption 10-11 Agricultura l trade 27 
Social security 12 Development aid 28 
Private equ ipment 13 

THE COMMUNITY AND 

Workforce and unemployment 14-18 ITS CITIZENS 

Employment by sector 19 The Community budget 29 
The European Parliament 30 
Public opinion and Europe 31 

It rep laces No 3-4/89, and was prepared with the invaluable assistance of Eurostat, the Statistical Office of the European 
Commun ities. 

2 The abbrev iations used for the Community countries are shown on the map opposite. No rei iable statistics are yet available 
for the former German Democratic Republic, so the figures given for Germany relate on ly to the Federal Repub lic before 
unification on 3 October 1990. 
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POPULATION 

Population: a disturbing trend 

Total population as% of world total 

The European Community: relatively small 
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Source: Eurostat. 



Population density: relatively high 

Persons per km2
, 1988 

Source: Eu rostat . 
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POPULATION 

Population: half as many young people as Africa 

Population by age groups (%, 1988) 
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Birth rates: older generations not being replaced 

Average number of children per woman 
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Life expectancy: a quarter of a century of progress 

Life expectancy at birth (years) 
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STANDARD OF LIVING 

Gross domestic product: relatively prosperous ... 

GDP per head* (EUR 12 = 1 00, 1988) 
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* * Countries that have formally applied for membership of the Community. 

GDP per head 
(in terms of purchasing power standards,* 1988) 
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* These represent an identical volume of goods and services everywhere, irrespective 
of price levels. 

Source: Eurostat. 



... but marked regional disparities 

Gross domestic product per head in Community regions 
(in terms of purchasing power standards, 1988*} 
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*Estimates for Italy. Data no t ava ilable for the new German Uinder, the Azores, M adeira or the French 
overseas departments. 

Source: Eurostat. 
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:::>I ANUAKU Ul- LIVING 

Consumer spending: uneven growth 

Household consumption per head* 

Average annual variation of household consumption by volume (%) 

Source: Eurostat. 



Consumer spending: more detailed picture 

Categories as% of total household consumption, 1988 
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STANDARD OF LIVING 

Social security: Europe out in front 

Social security expenditure as% gross domestic product {1988) 

Data not available for Greece.* 1987, ** Estimate. 
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Private equipment: unevenly distributed 
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Source: Eurostat. 
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Workforce and unemployment: some progress, but not out of the 
woods yet 
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Employment: breakdown between men and women 

Civilian working population as% of total population (1988) 

• Total D Men • Women 
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Unemployment: higher for women than for men 

Unemployment rates by sex (%, 1990) 

*Average, 1989, **April1 990. 

Source: Eurostat. 



Unemployment: the worst affected 

Women (as% of total unemployment, 1990} 

* April 1990. 

Young peop le under 25 (unemployment rates, as%, 1990) 

* Average 1989, ** Apri11990. 

Source: Eurostat. 
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EMPLOYMENT 

Unemployment: marked regional disparities 

Unemployment rates in Community regions (%, April 1990*) 
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Employment sectors: the growth in services 

Total employment by sector(%} 
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THE ECONOMY 

Inflation: falling, but not beaten 

Consumer price index: annual variation (%) 

Source: Euros tat. 
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Energy: Eu rope less dependent 

Degree of energy dependence(%)* 

* N et imports (imports minus exports) as a proportion o f to tal consumption. 

Source: Euros tal. 
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THE ECONOMY 

Industry: the challenge facing Europe 

Industrial production trends (1985 = 1 00) 

Source: Eurosta t. 



European agriculture in the world: a major force 

Share of world production (%) 
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Source: Eurostat. 
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THE ECONOMY 

Transport: highly developed networks 
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Transport: vital for the single market 

Volume of freight by type of surface transport 
(as% of total, 1988)* 
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* Domestic and intra-Community transport. Data not ava ilable for Italy and Luxembourg. 

Source: Eurostat. 
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THE ECONOMY 

Tourism: an important sector 

To and from . . . (revenue and expenditure in international tourism, billion ecus, 1989) 

Tourism as a proportion of trade in goods and services (1989) 

Revenue 
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- as % of imports 
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EUROPE IN THE WORLD 

Trade: the world's biggest trading block partner 

Breakdown of world trade* (%, 1989) 
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* Excluding trade between Community countries. 
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Agricultural trade: Europe, the world leader 

Shares of world trade in agricultural products* (%, 1989) 
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* Exclud ing trade between Communi ty countries. 
Source: Eurostat. 
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EOROPE 11\J TRE WOR[D 

Aid to the third world: the Community leads the way 

Public aid from the principal donor countries (in millions of dollars, 1989} 
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Source: OECD, report of development aid committee, 1990. 



THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY AND ITS CITIZENS 

The Community budget: limited expenditure 

Breakdown of Community expenditure(%, 1990 appropriations) 

Total budget: ECU 46 700 million 
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TRE EOROPEA CON\N1UNITY Al\ID ITS CITIZENS 

The European Parliament: the voice of the people 

Distribution of seats by political group* 
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Public opinion and Europe 

'Generally speaking, are you for or against the efforts made to unify Western Europe?' (%)* 

'Is the fact that your cou ntry belongs to the European Community a good 
or a bad thing?' (%)* 

* Replies to 'Eurobarometer' survey No 34, carried out for the Commission of the European Commun ites by INRA (Europe). 
Some 13 000 people were questioned throughout the Communi ty in O ctober 1990. 
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