
European Commission

1
9
9
9

2
0
1
0

E U RYD I C E

Focus on Higher Education 
in Europe 2010
The Impact of the Bologna Process

Focus on H
igher Education in Europe 2010: The Im

pact of the Bologna Process

EN

EN

The Eurydice network is an institutional network of 35 national units, 

established in all 31 countries taking part in the action programme in the 

 eld of lifelong learning, and a European unit based in the EU Education, 

Audiovisual and Culture Executive Agency in Brussels which coordinates 

the network. Created by the European Community in 1980, the network 

 eld of education by providing 

reliable and readily comparable information on education systems and 

policies in the countries concerned and by producing comparative studies 

on issues common to European education systems. 

The Eurydice network serves mainly those involved in educational policy-

making at national, regional and local levels, as well as in the European 

Union institutions. It focuses primarily on the way education in Europe is 

structured and organised at all levels. Its publications output may be broadly 

divided into descriptions of national education systems, comparative 

 c topics, and indicators and statistics. They are 

available free of charge on the Eurydice website or in print upon request. 

EURYDICE on the Internet – 
http://www.eurydice.org
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 Three-cycle structure developed after 1999 

 Three-cycle structure already in 1999  

 No three-cycle structure 

Source: Eurydice. 
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 240 ECTS credits (4 academic years) 

 180 ECTS credits (3 academic years) 

Source: Eurydice. 
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 120 ECTS credits (2 academic years) 

 90 ECTS credits (1.5 academic years or 1 full calendar year) 

 60 ECTS credits (1 academic year) 

 Not applicable 

Source: Eurydice. 
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 180+120 credits (3+2 academic years) model 

 240+120 credits (4+2 academic years) model 

 240+90 credits (4+1.5 academic years) model 

 240+60 credits (4+1 academic years) model 

 No dominant model 

 Not applicable 

Source: Eurydice.  
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 ECTS fully implemented and DS issued free of charge 

 Either ECTS fully implemented or DS issued free of charge 

 Neither ECTS fully implemented nor DS issued free of charge 

Source: Eurydice. 
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Source: Eurydice. Scale adapted from the BFUG Working Group on Qualification 

Frameworks. 
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Supervisory: granting permission to  

higher education institutions and/or programmes  

 No Quality Assurance system 

Source: Eurydice. 
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Monitoring with systematic data collection 

Monitoring with ad hoc survey data collection 

No monitoring 

Data not available 

Source: Eurydice. 
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 Recognised mission for all higher education institutions  

 Recognised mission for some higher education institutions 

 Not a recognised mission 

Source: Eurydice. 
 

36

EC3210233ENC_002.pdf   36EC3210233ENC_002.pdf   36 30/03/10   10:09:4130/03/10   10:09:41



COMPARATIVE OVERVIEW 

37

EC3210233ENC_002.pdf   37EC3210233ENC_002.pdf   37 30/03/10   10:09:4230/03/10   10:09:42



FOCUS ON HIGHER EDUCATION IN EUROPE 2010:  THE IMPACT OF THE BOLOGNA PROCESS 

38

EC3210233ENC_002.pdf   38EC3210233ENC_002.pdf   38 30/03/10   10:09:4230/03/10   10:09:42



COMPARATIVE OVERVIEW 

LU

LI

MT

VA

AD

BE de

 

39

EC3210233ENC_002.pdf   39EC3210233ENC_002.pdf   39 30/03/10   10:09:4230/03/10   10:09:42



FOCUS ON HIGHER EDUCATION IN EUROPE 2010:  THE IMPACT OF THE BOLOGNA PROCESS 

LU

LI

MT

VA

AD

BE de

 

40

EC3210233ENC_002.pdf   40EC3210233ENC_002.pdf   40 30/03/10   10:09:4430/03/10   10:09:44



COMPARATIVE OVERVIEW 

41

EC3210233ENC_002.pdf   41EC3210233ENC_002.pdf   41 30/03/10   10:09:4530/03/10   10:09:45



FOCUS ON HIGHER EDUCATION IN EUROPE 2010:  THE IMPACT OF THE BOLOGNA PROCESS 

42

EC3210233ENC_002.pdf   42EC3210233ENC_002.pdf   42 30/03/10   10:09:4530/03/10   10:09:45



COMPARATIVE OVERVIEW 

 

 

43

EC3210233ENC_002.pdf   43EC3210233ENC_002.pdf   43 30/03/10   10:09:4530/03/10   10:09:45



FOCUS ON HIGHER EDUCATION IN EUROPE 2010:  THE IMPACT OF THE BOLOGNA PROCESS 

LU

LI

MT

VA

AD

BE de

 

 No budgetary change Decrease by more than 5 % 

 Increase by 0-5 % Decrease by up to 5 % 

 Increase by 5 % or more Data not available 

Source: Eurydice. 
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the European 

Credit Transfer and 

Accumulation System  

  regulated at  
national level 

decided at  
institutional level 

ALL   

SOME 

programmes  
have admission 

requirements    
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70

CH

 0  60  120  180  240  300

ECTS

 0  60  120  180

ECTS

 0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8

Years

CH

Bachelor

University, 

university of applied sciences and 

of teacher education

 
Master 

Master 

PhD

University

�

Master in 
medicine

University

� Federal    Licensing Examination 

(1)

(1)

(1)

 Most common length of a Bologna cycle 

 Other length of a Bologna cycle 

 
Programme outside the typical Bolgona model

 
Professional programme 

ECTS 

Credits according to 

the European 

Credit Transfer and 

Accumulation System  

  regulated at  
national level 

decided at  
institutional level 

ALL   

SOME 

programmes  
have admission 

requirements    
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72

CY

 0  60  120  180  240  300

ECTS

 0  60  120  180

ECTS

 0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8

Years

CY

Ptychio, Bachelor� Master Didaktoriko (PhD) 

Master
 

(Postgraduate) 

Public and private higher education institutions

��

 0  1  2  3  4  5

Years

 0  1  2  3

Years

Public and private university Public and private university Public and private university

Diploma

 Most common length of a Bologna cycle 

 Other length of a Bologna cycle 

 
Programme outside the typical Bolgona model

 
Professional programme 

ECTS 

Credits according to 

the European 

Credit Transfer and 

Accumulation System  

  regulated at  
national level 

decided at  
institutional level 

ALL   

SOME 

programmes  
have admission 

requirements    
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74

CZ

 0  60  120  180  240  300

ECTS

 0  60  120  180

ECTS

 0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8

Years

CZ

Bakalář *

Higher education institutions

� Magistr **

Higher education institutions

� Doktor ***

Higher education institutions

�

Bakalář *� Magistr **�

Higher education institutions

� Magistr **

Higher education institutions
medicine, veterinary medicine, 

pharmacy, law, psychology, architecture, 

teacher training, some artistic fields

 0  1  2  3  4  5

Years

 0  1  2  3

Years

Field of study

>>>   

 Most common length of a Bologna cycle 

 Other length of a Bologna cycle 

 
Programme outside the typical Bolgona model

 
Professional programme 

ECTS 

Credits according to 

the European 

Credit Transfer and 

Accumulation System  

  regulated at  
national level 

decided at  
institutional level 

ALL   

SOME 

programmes  
have admission 

requirements    
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DE

 

 0  60  120  180  240  300

ECTS

 0  60  120  180

ECTS

 0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8

Years

DE

Bachelor

University, university of applied sciences

�

Bachelor�

Master

University, university of applied sciences

�

Master�

Doktor

University

�

Diplom (FH)

University of applied sciences

�

Diplom (BA), Bachelor

Berufsakademie

>>>  vocational training�

Musik-/Kunsthochschule

� Diplom

Musik-/Kunsthochschule

>>>  applied arts and music

University

� Diplom

University

>>>  architecture

� Diplom, Magister
>>>  natural sciences, social sciences

�� Staatsexamen >>>  medicine

�� Staatsexamen
>>>  dentistry, veterinary medicine, pharmacy

�
Staatsexamen

>>>  law, teacher education

 0  1  2  3  4  5
Years

 0  1  2  3
Years

Field of study

 Most common length of a Bologna cycle 

 Other length of a Bologna cycle 

 
Programme outside the typical Bolgona model

 
Professional programme 

ECTS 

Credits according to 

the European 

Credit Transfer and 

Accumulation System  

  regulated at  
national level 

decided at  
institutional level 

ALL   

SOME 

programmes  
have admission 

requirements    
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78

DK

 0  60  120  180  240  300

ECTS

 0  60  120  180

ECTS

 0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8

Years

DK

Bacheloruddannelse

University, arts and cultural institutions  

�
Kandidat-
uddannelse, Master

University, arts and cultural institutions  

� PhD-uddannelse

University, arts and cultural institutions  

�

Professionsbachelor

University college

�

Kandidat

University

>>>  medicine, veterinary medicine
 

Erhvervsakademi-
uddannelse

Business schools

>>>  business and administration, manufacturing, agriculture 
Professions-
bachelor

 0  1  2  3  4  5

Years

 0  1  2  3

Years

Field of study

 Most common length of a Bologna cycle 

 Other length of a Bologna cycle 

 
Programme outside the typical Bolgona model

 
Professional programme 

ECTS 

Credits according to 

the European 

Credit Transfer and 

Accumulation System  

  regulated at  
national level 

decided at  
institutional level 

ALL   

SOME 

programmes  
have admission 

requirements    

EC3210233ENC_002.pdf   78EC3210233ENC_002.pdf   78 30/03/10   10:10:2130/03/10   10:10:21



79

DK

 

 

EC3210233ENC_002.pdf   79EC3210233ENC_002.pdf   79 30/03/10   10:10:2230/03/10   10:10:22



80

EE

 0  60  120  180  240  300

ECTS

 0  60  120  180

ECTS

 0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8

Years

EE

Bachelor

University

��

Bachelor��

Master

University

��

Master��

PhD

University

��

University

�� Master

University

>>>  medicine and other regulated professions

Professional higher education institution

�� Master

Professional higher education institution

 0  1  2  3  4  5

Years

 0  1  2  3

Years

Field of study

 Most common length of a Bologna cycle 

 Other length of a Bologna cycle 

 
Programme outside the typical Bolgona model

 
Professional programme 

ECTS 

Credits according to 

the European 

Credit Transfer and 

Accumulation System  

  regulated at  
national level 

decided at  
institutional level 

ALL   

SOME 

programmes  
have admission 

requirements    
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82

EL

 0  60  120  180  240  300

ECTS

 0  60  120  180

ECTS

 0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8

Years

EL

Ptychio

University, technical university

� Metaptychiako

University, technical university

� Didaktoriko

University, technical university

 

University, technical university

� Metaptychiako 

University, technical university

>>>  regulated professions

 0  1  2  3  4  5

Years

 0  1  2  3

Years

Field of study

 Most common length of a Bologna cycle 

 Other length of a Bologna cycle 

 
Programme outside the typical Bolgona model

 
Professional programme 

ECTS 

Credits according to 

the European 

Credit Transfer and 

Accumulation System  

  regulated at  
national level 

decided at  
institutional level 

ALL   

SOME 

programmes  
have admission 

requirements    
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84

ES

 0  60  120  180  240  300

ECTS

 0  60  120  180

ECTS

 0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8

Years

ES

Grado

University

� Master

University

�

Master�

Doctorado

University

��

University

� Master

University

medicine, architecture, veterinary science, 

pharmacy, dentistry

 0  1  2  3  4  5

Years

 0  1  2  3

Years

Field of study

>>>  

 

 Most common length of a Bologna cycle 

 Other length of a Bologna cycle 

 
Programme outside the typical Bolgona model

 
Professional programme 

ECTS 

Credits according to 

the European 

Credit Transfer and 

Accumulation System  

  regulated at  
national level 

decided at  
institutional level 

ALL   

SOME 

programmes  
have admission 

requirements    
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86

FI

 0  60  120  180  240  300

ECTS

 0  60  120  180

ECTS

 0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8

Years

 0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8

Years

FI

Bachelor

University

�

Bachelor

Polytechnic

�

Master

University

 

Master

Polytechnic

��

PhD

University

 

University

� Licentiate

University

Specialist degree in medicine

University

�

Specialist degree in 
veterinary medicine

�

Specialist degree in dentistry�

 0  1  2  3  4  5

Years

 0  1  2  3

Years

 Most common length of a Bologna cycle 

 Other length of a Bologna cycle 

 
Programme outside the typical Bolgona model

 
Professional programme 

ECTS 

Credits according to 

the European 

Credit Transfer and 

Accumulation System  

  regulated at  
national level 

decided at  
institutional level 

ALL   

SOME 

programmes  
have admission 

requirements    
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88

FR

 0  60  120  180  240  300

ECTS

 0  60  120  180

ECTS

 0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8

Years

Licence

University

��

Licence professionnelle�

Master

University and other higher education institutions

�
Master
recherche

Master�
Master
profes-
sionnel

DUT

IUT

�
Licence
profes-
sionnelle

Licence
profes-
sionnelle

University

BTS

STS

�

University

Licence

Ecole d'architecture

 Master

Ecole d'architecture

 

CPGE

 

Grande école

Diplôme

Grande école

Ecole d'ingénieur, grande école

 
Diplôme

Ecole d'ingénieur, grande école

>>>  engineering

Doctorat

University, grande école

�

Ecole supérieure spécialisée

 

Ecole supérieure spécialisée

University, école spécialisée

��
Diplôme
d'Etat

University, école spécialisée

>>>  regulated professions

 0  1  2  3  4  5

Years

 0  1  2  3

Years

Field of study

 

 Most common length of a Bologna cycle 

 Other length of a Bologna cycle 

 
Programme outside the typical Bolgona model

 
Professional programme 

ECTS 

Credits according to 

the European 

Credit Transfer and 

Accumulation System  

  regulated at  
national level 

decided at  
institutional level 

ALL   

SOME 

programmes  
have admission 

requirements    
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90

GE

 0  60  120  180  240  300

ECTS

 0  60  120  180

ECTS

 0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8

Years

GE

Bachelor

College, university, teaching university

�

Certified Specialist�

Master

University

� Doctoral degree

University

�

University

� Master

University

>>>  medicine, veterinary medicine, dentistry

Certi-
ficate

>>>  teacher training�

 0  1  2  3  4  5

Years

 0  1  2  3

Years

Field of study

 Most common length of a Bologna cycle 

 Other length of a Bologna cycle 

 
Programme outside the typical Bolgona model

 
Professional programme 

ECTS 

Credits according to 

the European 

Credit Transfer and 

Accumulation System  

  regulated at  
national level 

decided at  
institutional level 

ALL   

SOME 

programmes  
have admission 

requirements    
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92

HR

 0  60  120  180  240  300

ECTS

 0  60  120  180

ECTS

 0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8

Years

HR

Bachelor

University, faculty, academy

�

Bachelor�

Master

University, faculty, academy

�

Master�

PhD

University, faculty, academy

�

University, faculty, academy

� Master

University, faculty, academy

>>>  regulated professions, education

Master

University

�
University 
Specialist economics, biotechnology, 

natural sciences, technical sciences

Master�
University 
Specialist

Associate Degree

Professional college, polytechnic

�

Bachelor�

Profes-
sional specialist

Professional college, polytechnic

�

 0  1  2  3  4  5

Years

 0  1  2  3

Years

Field of study

>>>  

 Most common length of a Bologna cycle 

 Other length of a Bologna cycle 

 
Programme outside the typical Bolgona model

 
Professional programme 

ECTS 

Credits according to 

the European 

Credit Transfer and 

Accumulation System  

  regulated at  
national level 

decided at  
institutional level 

ALL   

SOME 

programmes  
have admission 

requirements    
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94

HU

 0  60  120  180  240  300

ECTS

 0  60  120  180

ECTS

 0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8

Years

HU

Bachelor

College, university

��

Bachelor��

Master

College, university

��

Master��

PhD

College, university

�

College, university

�� Master

College, university

>>>  regulated professions, arts

Professional 
Certificate

College, university

�

 0  1  2  3  4  5

Years

 0  1  2  3

Years

Field of study

 Most common length of a Bologna cycle 

 Other length of a Bologna cycle 

 
Programme outside the typical Bolgona model

 
Professional programme 

ECTS 

Credits according to 

the European 

Credit Transfer and 

Accumulation System  

  regulated at  
national level 

decided at  
institutional level 

ALL   

SOME 

programmes  
have admission 

requirements    
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96

IE

 0  60  120  180  240  300

ECTS

 0  60  120  180

ECTS

 0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8

Years

IE

Honours Bachelor 

University, institute of technology, 
college of education

University, institute of technology, 
college of education

University, institute of technology, 
college of education

�

Ordinary Bachelor�
Honours 
Bachelor 

Bachelor 

Higher certificate�
Ordinary 
Bachelor

Honours 
Bachelor 

Honours Bachelor �
Higher 
Diploma

Master�

Post-
graduate 
Diploma�

PhD�

University

� Master

University

>>>  medicine�

 0  1  2  3  4  5

Years

 0  1  2  3

Years

Field of study

 
 

 Most common length of a Bologna cycle 

 Other length of a Bologna cycle 

 
Programme outside the typical Bolgona model

 
Professional programme 

ECTS 

Credits according to 

the European 

Credit Transfer and 

Accumulation System  

  regulated at  
national level 

decided at  
institutional level 

ALL   

SOME 

programmes  
have admission 

requirements    
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IE
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98

IS

 0  60  120  180  240  300

ECTS

 0  60  120  180

ECTS

 0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8

Years

IC

Bachelor

University

�
Master

University

�
PhD

University

�

 

 Most common length of a Bologna cycle 

 Other length of a Bologna cycle 

 
Programme outside the typical Bolgona model

 
Professional programme 

ECTS 

Credits according to 

the European 

Credit Transfer and 

Accumulation System  

  regulated at  
national level 

decided at  
institutional level 

ALL   

SOME 

programmes  
have admission 

requirements    
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100

IT

 0  60  120  180  240  300

ECTS

 0  60  120  180

ECTS

 0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8

Years

IT

Laurea, 
Diploma di primo livello

University, university college, academy, conservatoire

��
Laurea magistrale, 
Diploma di secondo   livello

University, university college, academy, conservatoire

� Dottorato di ricerca

University

�

Diploma

Centres for professional training, 

higher education institutes

�
Master       universitari, 
Diploma   di perfezionamento

University

�

 0  1  2  3  4  5

Years

 0  1  2  3

Years

 Most common length of a Bologna cycle 

 Other length of a Bologna cycle 

 
Programme outside the typical Bolgona model

 
Professional programme 

ECTS 

Credits according to 

the European 

Credit Transfer and 

Accumulation System  

  regulated at  
national level 

decided at  
institutional level 

ALL   

SOME 

programmes  
have admission 

requirements    
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IT
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102

LI

 0  60  120  180  240  300

ECTS

 0  60  120  180

ECTS

 0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8

Years

LI

Bachelor

Higher education institutions

� Master

Higher education institutions

� PhD

Higher education institutions

�

MAS, 
MBA, Diploma, 
Certificate

Higher education institutions

�

 0  1  2  3  4  5

Years

 0  1  2  3

Years

business administration, law, 

architecture and medical sciences 

Field of study

>>>  

 Most common length of a Bologna cycle 

 Other length of a Bologna cycle 

 
Programme outside the typical Bolgona model

 
Professional programme 

ECTS 

Credits according to 

the European 

Credit Transfer and 

Accumulation System  

  regulated at  
national level 

decided at  
institutional level 

ALL   

SOME 

programmes  
have admission 

requirements    
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104

LT

 0  60  120  180  240  300

ECTS

 0  60  120  180

ECTS

 0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8

Years

LT

Bachelor

University

�

Bachelor
�

Professional Bachelor

College

�

Master

University

�

Master
�

PhD

University

�

University

�
Master

University

>>>  regulated professions

 0  1  2  3  4  5

Years

 0  1  2  3

Years

Field of study

 Most common length of a Bologna cycle 

 Other length of a Bologna cycle 

 
Programme outside the typical Bolgona model

 
Professional programme 

ECTS 

Credits according to 

the European 

Credit Transfer and 

Accumulation System  

  regulated at  
national level 

decided at  
institutional level 

ALL   

SOME 

programmes  
have admission 

requirements    
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LU

 0  60  120  180  240  300

ECTS

 0  60  120  180

ECTS

 0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8

Years

LU

Bachelor académique, 
Bachelor professionnel

University

�

Bachelor académique, 
Bachelor professionnel�

Master académique, 
Master professionnel

University

� Doctorat

University

�

Brevet de
 technicien supérieur

Lycée technique

regulated professions in health, accounting, 

marketing and media
�

Certificat,
 Diplôme

University

>>>  regulated professions�

 0  1  2  3  4  5

Years

 0  1  2  3

Years

Field of study

>>>  

 

 Most common length of a Bologna cycle 

 Other length of a Bologna cycle 

 
Programme outside the typical Bolgona model

 
Professional programme 

ECTS 

Credits according to 

the European 

Credit Transfer and 

Accumulation System  

  regulated at  
national level 

decided at  
institutional level 

ALL   

SOME 

programmes  
have admission 

requirements    
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108

LV

 0  60  120  180  240  300

ECTS

 0  60  120  180

ECTS

 0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8

Years

LV

Bachelor

Higher education institutions

�
Master

Higher education institutions

�

Master
�

PhD

Higher education institutions

�

Higher education institutions

�
Master or 
Master equivalent degree

Higher education institutions

>>>  medicine, dentistry, pharmacy, veterinary medicine

 0  1  2  3  4  5

Years

 0  1  2  3

Years

Field of study

 Most common length of a Bologna cycle 

 Other length of a Bologna cycle 

 
Programme outside the typical Bolgona model

 
Professional programme 

ECTS 

Credits according to 

the European 

Credit Transfer and 

Accumulation System  

  regulated at  
national level 

decided at  
institutional level 

ALL   

SOME 

programmes  
have admission 

requirements    
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