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MOTION FOR

A

RESOLUTION

on the apprication of Article 203 of the EEc rreaty (Articte L2 of
the Treaty of 22 July 1975)
The European parliament

- having regard to Article 2O3 of the EEC Treaty
- having regard to the attached letters of 13 pebruary 1979 from
the chairman of the committee on Budgets to the presrdent, and
15 February L979 from the president to the president-in-office
of the Council;
1-

Has no objections to internal rures for one part of the
budgetary authority on the application of Articre 203 of the
EEC Treacy;

2.

cannot, however, agree to any unilateral fixing of proceduree
under Article 2O3 of the EEC Treaty which, through its external
repercussiong, undermines the powers of the other part of the
budgetary authority as laid down
- by Treaty and other relevant legal acts
- by the conciliation agreement of 4 March L975L i
rnstructe ite president to fonrard thie resorution and its
annex to the council of the European communitiee wlth the regueet
that he arrange a discussion between the two budgetary authoritlee
before tile Council takes a decision.

3.

o

oo
Justification for the urgency is provided in the annex.

1 o, *o.
c 89 of ?-2.4.1975, p.l
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ANNEX

t

Letter from the Chairman of the Committee on Budgets to Mr Emilio Colombo,
President of the European Parliament
f3 February L979
Dear Mr president ,
"uxernbourg'
f enclose a note on the dangers of a unilateral decision on the application
of Article 2O3 of the EEC Treaty by Council resolution. I feel that an
immediate reaction by Parliament is called for.
-!er--!E: - e!!el! iel -e!-yl -99.1-9{B-9
Subiect: Draft Council resolution on the application of Article
of the EEC Treaty
Ngle

203

The President-in-Office of the Council informed you by Ietter of
19 December 1978 that, in respect of the budgetary procedure, the
Council had no intention of prejudicing Parliament's right.s as

established on the basis of the Treaties.

fn your repllz dated 22 December 1978r }lou emphasized Parliament's
readiness to assist in clarifying the questions connected with the
application of the Treaty provisions.
Under these circumstances the Council's present intention to
determine the application of Article 203 of the EEC Treaty unilaterally
by means of a resolution is unacceptable. It must be noted that this

draft resolution conflicts with the Treaty since it
particular for:

makes

provision in

- the fixing of a new maximum rate by the Council at ttre beginning of
the budgetary procedure rather than at the end. This fixing of the
rate by the Council itself - without the participation of
Parliament - would invalidate all the stages of the budgetary
procedure la:-d down in the Treaties which are designed to bring the
standpoints of the two parts of the budgetary authority together;
- a specific decision on the order on which draft amendments are to
voted on. This would abolish the majorities necessary under the
Treaty to reject draft amendments.

be

In view of its rePercussions, particularly on inter-institutional
relations, it is impossible to accept that such a resolution is merely
a matter of internal rules of procedure'.
This being +-he case, I would ask you immediatety to take the
necessary steps to prevent the other part of the budgetary ar-rthority
from altering t-o its own advantage and without the participation of
Parliament - the mode of cooperation between the two institutions
laid down in the Treaties.
(sgd) E:r,rin
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ANNEX

Letter from Mr Emilio
Mr Jean

President of the European Parliament, to
President-in-Office of the Counci] of Ministers

COLOMBO,

FRAIICOIS-PONCET,

of the European

II

Communities

Luxern"bourg, 15 February 1979

Dear Mr President,

During our recent meetings, when we had the opportuniLy to discuss the
budget of the European Communities for L979, you stated the position of the
French covernment and expj-ained the attitude to be taken by the Council of
MinisEers, whilst I confirmed the European ParLiament's position.

Ifre Committee on Budgets, acting on its own initiative and on the
basis of the correspondence I had with the Fresident of the Council of
Ivlinisters in December 1978, has given me its views on how Article 2O3
of the EEC Treaty is to be interpreted.

I enclose for your information a copy of the note on the subject sent
to me by Mr E;win LANGE, chairman of the Committee on Budgets, which reflects
the concern f expressed during our discussions.
Yours sincerely,

Emilio
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