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Brussels, 18 November 1987.

S

SELF-SUFFICIENCY AID FOR AFGHAN REGUGEES IN PAKISTAN.
AND RESETTLEMENT ASSISTANCE FOR LAOTIAN REPATRIATES

The Commission has approved the financing of two refugee

asslistance projects In Pakistan and a refugee resettiement
project In Laos.

- PAKISTAN

Between a quarter and a third of Aghanistan's population has fled
the country since the events of December 1879. The flgures '
officlally recorded by the Office of the UN High Commlissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) put the number of persons seeking refuge In
Pakistan at 2.9 mililon. .

The UNHCR is coordlinating, together with the Paklistan Government,
the distribution of ald to the refugees, 70 % of whom are women
and children. The form of such aid has changed substantlally
since 1980. Since the refugees have no opportunity to return to .
thelr country of origin, the ald currently proposed concerns
self-sufficliency projects involving Income-producing activities
40 % of 1987 expendlture will have been accounted for In this
way. Internationat organizatlions, including the World Bank, and
some 40 NGOs are supporting these efforts and placing emphasis on
self-assistance activities.

.
’

Since 1980, the Community has provided substantlal amounts of
humanitarian ald to assist the refugees, this having belng
Impiemented on Its behalf by speclalised International agencies,
the UNHCR, the Red Cross and NGOs. The total amount of Community
ald provided since 1980 Is 160 million ECU, which averages out at
approximately 20 miliion ECU per year. -
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The two projects for which flnancing has been approved are as
follows

Reafforestation and vocational training - 3 000 000 ECU

The project Is part of a multiannual programme by the Worild Bank,
costing 36 milllon ECU. It wlil be the sequel to a pllot project
carrled out over the period 1984-87, coflnanced by the Community,
the twofold aim of which was to '

- create Jobs for Afghan refugees llving In the camps and
- for the tocal population,

- repalr some of the infrastructural and environmental
damage caused In Pakistan by the arrival of large numbers
of refugees with thelr I|lvestock (damage roads, soll
erosion, etc.). .

Production of quilts, satchels and school unlforms by Afghan
refugees - 1 800 000 ECU

This programme involves training the refugees to make articles
for their own use, such as quilts and satcheis, the aim beilng to
keep them gainfully employed. :

LAOS -
Resettiement asslistance for Laotian repatriates - 200 000 ECU

There is a need to provide help to Laotian repatriates,
especlally among the rurail population, to become resettied In
thelr home villages In varlious districts of Saravan and
Savannakhet provinces.

The project, which has agricultural, heaith and education
components Is aimed at heiping not only In the resettliement of
repatriates but also to prevent further departures by Improving
Itving conditions In the areas concerned. Iin total, 6 150
beneficlialries and the local population will recelve agricultural
equipment, rice mliils and llvestock with a view to ralsing the
level of food productlion. The Improvement of the water supply,
the constructlion of health care unlits supplied with baslic
equipment and medicines, and the construction of primary schools
with essential teachling equipment wili be undertaken in the
districts concerned.

in Iine with Its pollicy of assisting In the resettiement of -
refugees or displaced persons, the Commission has approved the
allocatlion of 200 000 ECU for a project to be Implemented by the
UNHCR. '




