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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

concerning the proposal! for a Counci! directlive
on the approximation of the iaws of the Member States
relating to non-automatic welghing instruments

GENERAL

Introduction

The proposed directive |s a harmonization directive, drawn up according to
the prlhclples'of the new approach to technical harmonization as presented by
the Council In [ts Resclution of 7 May 1985. It Is recalled that the
principies of this new approach are

- the elaboration by the directive of essential requirements that the
product(s) covered shall meet

- the mandating of the European standardizing bodles to prepare harmonlzed
standards that meet the essentlal requirements of the dlrective

- the presumption of conformlity that these standards glve regarding the
essential requirements of the directive

-~ the voluntary character of the harmonlzed standards.

Furthermore new approach directives on technlical harmonization are as a
general rule of total character. The need for the tota! character follows on
the one hand from the fact that the product requirements specified are
regarded as essential and must therefore be met by all products on the



market, and on the other hand from the Commission’s obJective to use
technical harmonlization as a means for establishing a global level of safety
or consumer/user protection that should exist throughout the Communlity and
free circulation.

The directive appllies to all non-automatic weighing Instruments that are used
in appllcation fields that are traditionally subject to legal control by the
Member States.

2. Justification

1. Member States base their rules in the domain of legal metrology In general
on International! Recommendations, prepared for this purpose by the
Organlisation Internationale de Métrologle Légale (OIML), of which they are
all members. The existing International Recommendation on non-automatlic
welghing Instruments has been overtaken by the rapid technological
developments, mainly In the fleld of electronics. Consequently, OIML has
been preparing a new International Recommendation, including etectronic
welghing instruments. This document is close to being accepted.

The Commission’s pollcy has always been to base Its harmonization
directives in the field of legal metrology too on OIML International
Recommendation, whenever possible. This is true for the one exlisting
directive on non-automatic weighing instruments (73/380/EEC) which
provides for optionail harmonitzation. This directlve does not cover
electronic Instruments and modification to deal with the progress In
technology has become necessary.



2. A directive according to the new approach requlires that the products that
are covered by it form a homogeneous category of products, as It Is
otherwise not possible to establish essential requirements that are
sufflicient!ly precise to enable conformity assessment, to serve as the
basis for the elaboration of harmonized standards and to form a basis for
iegal action, If necessary, all of which are demandéd by the Resolution.

3. In line with the preceding the proposed dlrective s drawn up according to
the new approach, is of total character and covers al! non-automatic
weighing instruments, Including In particular electronic Instruments. «

3. Relatlion with the Resolution on the new approach to technical harmonization
and horlzontal documents '

The proposed directive applles the principies of the Resolution strictiy and
foliows the structure that is presented Iin annex |1 of the Resolution.

Since the publication of the Resolution the Commission Is developing a pollcy
on conformity assessment to complement and clarify the Resolution in that
resbect. A hor izonta! document has been etlaborated that is currently being
discussed with the Member States.

The document contains an annex with modules for the conformity assessment
procedures that are foreseen for technical harmonlzation directives. The
present proposal for a dlrective uses the relevant modules In Its annex on
conformlty assessment procedures (annex 2).



JHE PROPOSAL

. The flield of appiication

It 1s a particular characteristic of legal metrology that it depends upoﬁ an
instrument's application whether or not technical regulations apply. In line
with this characteristic the directive makes distinction between:

a) those categories of application for which only Instruments may be used
that ’

- satisfy the essential requirements specified by the directive and
~ have been subject to EC conformity assessment.
These Instruments shall carry the CE mark of conformity.
b) all categories of application other than those under a). Instruments to be
used for any of these other app!ications shall be manufactured in

accordance with sound engineering practice and shalil not carry the CE mark
of conformity.

All Instruments that satisfy the provisions of the directive that apply to
them, whether used for applications of category a) or category b), circulate
freely.

The categories of application falling under a) are:
1. usage for an application whereby a payment is to be made the value of
which depends upon the resuit of the weighing operation.

2. usage for law enforcement purposes and expert oplinion.

3. usage in the medical practice for weighing patients for reasons of heaith

monitoring, diagnosls and treatment.



2. Conformlty assessment

2.2

General consideratlons

The policy on conformity assessment to compliement the new approach to

technical harmonization contains the following maln elements:

Limitation of third party Intervention by aliowing production control
by the manufacturer on the basls of an approved quallity assurance
system as an alternative to product control! by a third party.

Limitation of intervention by public authoritles by permitting the
execution of third party tasks by notifled private bodies.

The provision in the directives of alternative conformity assessment
procedures that are conslidered equivalent, and the free cholice by the
manufacturer of the procedure to be used. '

The iIntroduction of one, single Community mark of conformity which
indicates conformity with the essentlial requirements of the directive.

The proposed directive on non-automatic weighing instruments

1. Conformity assessment is required for the instruments that are used for any

of the applications of category a), which are the Instruments that shall
satisfy the essentlal requirements. In line with the Commission’s current



thoughts on conformity assessment as presented In paragraph 2.1 two

conformity assessment procedures are foreseen:

1) Type examination, followed by verification
) Type examination, followed by a declaration of production conformity
of type 2.

Of these, type examination followed by verification Is the traditlonal
procedure in the domain of legal metrology. The declaratlon of production
conformity of type 2 is an alternative to veriflication.

. Type examinatlion

Both procedures that are foreseen have the type examination In common.

The EC type examination Is the procedure whereby a third party (a notifled
body) ascertains that a type of the Instrument (l.e. an Instrument that Is
representative of the production envisaged) meets the provisions of the
directive and Issues a type approval certificate.

. VYerification

Verification, in combination with type examination, constitutes the classical
conformlty assessment procedure In legal metrology. In the verlification step
a third party (a notified body) checks and attests that each individual
instrument concerned Is In conformity with the approved type and satisfles
the requirements of the directive that apply to It. The notifled body afflxes
the CE mark of conformlty to each Instrument and draws up a wrlitten
certificate of conformlity.



4. Declaration of production conformity, type 2

The declaration of production conformity of type 2 is provided as an
alternative to the verlification. Under this procedure the manufacturer Is
obliged to have implemented an approved (by a notifled body) quality
assurance system that satisfles the requirements of the European standard EN
29002 or equivalent requirements, supplemsnted by all necessary product-
speclfic requirements. This type of quality assurance system enabies the
assessment, at the level of the individual instruments, of the conformlty
with the approved type.

Under this procedure the manufacturer declares that the Instruments concerned
are In conformity with the type as described In the type approval certificate
and satisfy the requirements of the directive that apply to them. The
manufacturer afflxes the CE mark to each instrument and draws up a written

declaratlion of conformity for each Instrument.



Proposal for a Council Directive
on the harmonization of the laws of the Member States
relating to non-automatic weighing instruments

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community, and in
particular Article 100.5 thereof, -

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission?,
In cooperation with the European Parl!liament2,

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and Social Committee3,

Whereas Member States have the responsibllity of protecting the public against
Iincorrect resuits of welighing operations by means of non-automatic weighing
instruments when used for certalin categories of applications;

Whereas, In each Member State, mandatory provisions fix in particular the
necessary performance requlrements of non-automatic welghing Instruments by
specifying metroliogical and technlical requlirements, together with Inspection
procedures before and after taking Into service; whereas these mandatory
provisions do not necessarily Llead to different levels
of protection from one Member State to another but do, by thelir disparlty,
hinder trade within the Community;

10JNOC .....
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Whereas the national provisions ensuring such protection must be harmonized in
order to guaranted the free movement of non-automatlic welghing Instruments while
ensuring a justified level of protection in the Communlity;

Whereas Community legislation as it stands at present provldes that,
notwithstanding one of the fundamental rules of the Community, namely the free
movement of goods, barrlers to lntra—Cqmmunity movement resulting frém
disparities In national laws on the use of products have tb be accepted ln'so
far as the provisions from those national laws are recognized as necessary to
ensure that the products concefned meet essentlal requlirements;

whereas the harmonization of laws In'the bresent case must therefore be conflined
to those provislons needed to ensure that non-automatic welghing Instruments
satisfy the essential metrologlical and performance requ}rements;

whereas, because they are essential, these requirements must replace the

corresponding natlional provisions;

Whereas this Directive should therefore contain only mandatory and essential requirements;
whereas, to faclilitate proof of conformity with the essential requirements, It
Is necessary to have harmonized standardé at European level, in particular as to
the metroiogical, deslgn and construction characteristics, so that Instruments
complying with those harmonized standards may be éssumed to conform to the
essential requlirements; whereas these standards, hérhonizéd at European

level, are drawn up by private bodies and must remain non-mandatory texts;

M



whereas for that purpose the European Committee for Standardization (CEN) and
the European Committee for Electrotechnical Standardization (CENELEC) are
recognized as the competent bodles for the adoption of harmonized standards In
accordance with the general guidelines for cooperation between the Commission
and those two bodies signed on 13 November 1984; whereas, for the purposes
of this Directive, a harmonized standard 1is a technical.
specification (European Standard or Harmonized Document) adopted by one or both
of those bodies upon a remit from the Commisslion In accordance with the
pronslons of Council Directive 83/189/EEC of 28 March 1983 layling down a
procedure for the provision of information In the field of technical standards
and regulations4 and the above mentlbned general guldelines;

Whereas assessment of conformity with the relevant metrological and technical
requirements is necessary to provide effective protection for users and third
parties; whereas the existing conformity-assessment procedures differ from one
Member State to another; whereas, to avoid multiple assessments of conforhity,
which are in effect barriers to the free movement of the {nstruments, arrangements should be made
for the mutual recognition of conformity-assessment procedures by the Member States;
whereas, to facllitate the mutual recognition of conformity-assessment
procedures, harmonlized Community procedures should be set up, together with
harmonized criterla for the designation of the bodles responsible for carrying
out tasks pertaining to tﬁe conformity assessment procedures;

Whereas the presence on a non-automatic weighing Instrument of the CE mark of
conformity Indicates that It satisfies the provisions of this Directlve and
therefore makes It unnecessary to repeat the assessments of conformity already

carried out;

4 0J No L 108, 26.04.1983, p. 8.
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whereas the measures aimed at the gradual establishment of the internal market must be adopted by 31 Decembe

1992; whereas the internal market consists of an area without Internal frontiers

within which the free movement of goods, persons, services and capital is

guaranteed,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DIRECTIVE:

Chapter | - Field of application; placing on the market; free movement.

1.

Article 1

A welghing Instrument is defined as a self-contained Instrument or a system
for the determination of the mass of a body by using the action of gravity on
that body. The value of the mass of the body must be Indicated.

A system Is a set of interconnected devices assembled to carry out a welghing
task. A self-contained instrument may be part of a larger system.

A non-automatic welghing Instrument is defined as a weighing instrument that
requires the Interventlion of an operator to perform a mass determination.

A non-automatic welghlng Instrument may additlionally Indicate and/or print
values of quantities, directiy derived from the mass value of the body.

A non-automatic measuring Instrument for the measurement of mass-reiated
quantities or from mass-derived vaiues s a non-automatic weighing instrument
as defined above If It uses the action of gravity and If, and only in so far

"~ as, 1t indtcates mass values.
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This Directive applies to all non-automatic welighing instruments, hereafter

referred to as ’‘Instruments’.

2. For the purposesof this Directive the following categorlies of application

apply:
(a) (1) commercial transactions;

(2) the determination of a toll, tariff, tax, bonus, penalty, indemnity

or simitar type of payment;
(3) law enforcement and expert opinion;

(4) health monitoring, diagnosis and treatment of jillness and disorders

in the medical (human and veterinary) practice.

(b) AIll appilications other than those set out at (a).

Article 2

Member States shall take all necessary steps to ensure that instruments may be
placed on the market and taken Iinto service only if, when properly installed and
used for the purposes for which they are intended, they meet the provisions of
this Directive that apply to them.

Article 3

1. Instruments to be used for any of the applications referred to in Article
1@ (a) shall satlsfy the essential requirements set out In Annex 1. Where
the Instrument Is constructed as a system, &ll devices of the system that are
not involved in any of the applications referred to in Article 1(2){a) are

excluded from this requirsement.

12
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2.

Instruments not to be used for any of the appllications referred to In Articile
112)Xa) nesd not satisfy the essentlial requirements set out In Annex 1 but may

do so, If the manufacturer so wishes.

If they do not satisfy the essential requirements they shall be manufactured
in accordance wlith sound englineering practice of one of the Member States.
I1f, however, they do satlisfy the essentlal requirements set out In Anhex 1
they may, If the manufacturer so wishes, be subject to the conformlty
assessment as specified In Article 8.

Article 4

Member States shall not Impede the placing on the market and the taking into

service of Instruments that meet the provislons of this directive.

Article 5

. Member States shall presume conformity with the essential requirements

referred to in Article 3 In respect of instruments complying wlith the
relevant national standards Implementing the harmonized standards that meet

the essential requirements referred to in articie 3.

The Commisslion shall publish the references of the harmonlzed standards,
referred to In paragraph 1, In the Officlal Journal of the Eurcpsean

Communities.

Member States shall publlish the references of the national standards,

referred to In paragraph 1.
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Article 6

Where a Member State or the Commission conslders that the harmonized standards
referred to In Article 5(1)do not fully meet the essential requirements referred
to in Article 3, the Commission or the Member State concerned shail bring the
matter before the Standing Committee set up under Directive 83/189/EEC,
hereinafter referred to as “the Committee”, giving the reasons therefor. The
Committee shal! deliver an opinion without delay.

Iin the light of the Committee's opinion, the Commission shall Inform the Member
States whether or not It Is necessary to withdraw those standards from the
publications referred to In Article §¢2).

Article 7

1. Where a Member State considers that instruments bearing the CE mark of
conformlity referred to In annex 2 (23, (3) and (4),do not meet the provisions
of this Directive when properly installed and used for the purposes for which
they are Intended, It shall take all appropriate measures to withdraw those
products from the market or to prohiblt or restrict their being placed on the
market.

The Member State concerned shall Immediately inform the Commission of any
such measure, Indicating the reasons for Its decislion, and in particular

whether non-complliance Is due to :

(a) failure to meet the essentlal requirements referred to In Article 3, where
the Instrument does not meet the standards referred to In Article 5(1);

(b) Incorrect application of the standards referred to In articie 5(1) ;

(¢) shortcomings in the standards referred to in article § (1)themseives.

14



2. The Commission shail enter Into consuitation with the parties concerned as

soon as posslible.

the Commission shall immediately inform the Memoer State concerned of the
result of such consultation. =~ If the Commission finds that the

measure Is Justified it shall immedlately Inform the other Member States .

1f the measure was taken by the Member State on the grounds of assumed
shortcomings In the standards the Commission, after consulting the parties
concerned, shall bring the matter before the Committee within two months |f
the Member State concerned intends to maintain the measures, and -

shall Initlate the procedures referred to Iin Article 6.

3. Where an instrument which does hot comply bsars the CE mark of conformity,
the competent Member State shal! take appropriate action against whomsoever
has afflixed the mark and shall Inform the Commisslon and the other Member
States thereof.

4, The Commisslion shall ensure that the Member States are kept Informed of the
progress and outcome of this procedure.

Chapter il - Conformity assessment

Article 8

1. For the purposes of this Directive a distinction is made between manufacture of
standard Instruments and manufacture of non-standard lnstruménts. manufacture
of non-standard Instruments being unit or limited series manufacture
involving typlcally, but not necessarily, custom-designed instruments,
special-purpose Instruments, and the (ike.



Manufacture of standard Instruments

2. Instruments to be used for any of the applications referred to In aArticle
1(2@) shall be subject to the EC type examinatlon referred to in annex 2¢1).

3. Instruments not to be used for any of the applications referred to In article
1(2)(a) that satisfy the essential requirements set out In Annex 1 may, at the
cholce of the manufacturer, be subject to the EC type examination referred to
in Annex 2 (1).

4. In elther of the cases referred to In paragraphs 2 and 3,
instruments not using any electronic device and of which the load measuring
device does not use any spring to balance the load need not be subject to
sald EC type examination but may, at the choice of the manufacturer, be
subject to It. '

§. Instruments as referred to 1in paragraph 2, including those
that have been exempt from the EC type examination on the grounds of the
provisions of paragraph 4, shall prior to thelr being taken Into service be

subject, at the cholce of the manufacturer:

- either to the EC declaration of production conformity (type 2) referred
to in Annex 22 ),

- or to the EC verification (type 1) referred to in Annex 2(3).

6. Instruments as referred io in paragraph 3.that have been subject -
to the EC type examination or that have been exempted from' 1t on the grounds of
the provlsions of paragraph 4 may, at the choice of the manufacturer, be
subject, prilor to their being taken Into service, to any of the two
procedures referred to in paragraph 5.

16
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Manufacture of non-standard instruments

7.

Instruments to be used for any of the applications referred to in Article
1(2»(a) shal! each be subject to the EC verification (type 2), referred to in
Annex 2 (4).

Instruments not to be used for any of the applications referred to in Article
1(2Xa) that satisfy the essential requirements set out In Annex 1 may, at the
choice of the manufacturer, be subject to the EC verification (type 2),
referred to In Annex 2(4).

Common provisions

. The records and correspondence relating to the procedures referred to in

paragraphs 2 to 8 shall be drafted in an officlal Ianguége of the Member
State where sald procedures will be carried out, or in a ianguage accepted by
the responslble body. '

Article 9

. Member States shall notify to the other Member States and the Commisslion the

bodies which they have designated for carrying out tasks pertaining to the
procedures referred to in aArticle 8, the specific tasks for which each body
has been designated and the ldentification codes of the designated bodles.

The Commission shall publlish the list of thgose notlifled bodles, together wlith
the tasks for which they have been designated, In the Official Journal of the
European Communities and shall ensure that the list . is kept up to date.

. Member States shall apply the minimum criterla, set out in Annex 5, for the

designation of bodies. Bodies that satisfy the criteria flxed by the relevant
harmonized standards are presumed to satisfy the criterla set out In Annex 5.

17
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3. A Member State that has designated a body shall withcraw the designation If the
body no longer meets the criteria for designation referred to in paragraph 2.
It shall immediately Inform the other Member States and the Commission
accordingly.

Chapter LIl - CE mark of conformity and Inscriptions

Article 10

1. The CE mark of conformity and the reguired suppiementary data, as descrlibed
in annex 4, shatl be affixed to the instruments concerned in a ciearly
vislble, easlly leglble and indelible form.

2. The affixing to Instruments of marks which are llikely to be confused with the
CE mark of conformity shall be prohibited.

Article 11

Where It Is established that the CE mark of conformity has been wrongly afflxed
to Instruments because:

~ they do not conform to the relevant standards referred to In article §(1);

—~ they do not conform to an approved type;

- they conform to an approved type which does not meet the essentlial
requirements appiicable to It, or

- the manufacturer has falled to fulfll his obligations under the EC declaration
of conformlty (type 2), |

the EC type approval certificate and/or the approval of the quality system, as
the case may bes, shalil be withdrawn by the compatent notified body.

18
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Artlcle 12

Where an instrument that Is to be used for any of the applications referred to
in Artlcle 1(2¥(a) Is constructed as a system and where that systeh contains devices
that have not been subject to conformity assessment as referred to In article 8,
each of thcse devices shall carry the Inscription "not permitted for trade
purposes” In the official languages of the Member State where the instrument is
taken into service. That inscription shall be affixed to the devices In a
clearly visible, easily legible and Indellble form.

Chapter 1V - Control of Instruments Iin service

Article 13

1. Instruments that carry the CE mark of conformity and are used for any of the
applications referred to In Article 1(2)(a) shall be subject to In-service
Inspection by a notifled body to ensure that they are still In conformlity
with the type as described in the type approval certiflicate (If applicable)
and satisfy the requirements of this Directive that apply to them.

2. They shall be re-verified:
(a) after repair, modification, or re-assembly;
(b) after relocation In a geographical area with a gravity value that is

sufficiently different to Justify the re-verification, in particular of
the error of indication,

19
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3. When carryling out these Inspections the notifled body shali carry out the
appropriate tests as set out in the relevant standards referred to in Article
5, or equlvalent tests. In the cases referred to in paragraph 2 It shall apply
the maximum permissible error limits as specifled In Annex 1(4X(1).

In all other cases !t shall apply the maximum permissiblie error limits as
specified In Annex 1(&4)(2).

Chapter V - Transition perlod

Article 14

1. EEC type abprovals pursuant ~ to Council Directive 73/360/EEC5and national
type approvals, that are valld on 1 July 1992, . shall remaln valid
until the date of their expiration or until 1 July 2002, whichever date is the ear-
lier. After that date they shall nevertheless remain in force for the
Instruments referred to in paragraph 2.

2. Member States shall allow the further use, as from 1 July 1992, of instruments
that are legally In service at that date and for as long as they satisfy the
requirements that are applicable to them on the basis of their type approval
or their Initial verification.

SOJ No L 335, 5.12.1973, p.1.
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Chapter VI - Final provisions

Article 15
Any decislion taken pursuant to this Directive and resulting In restrictions on
the taking Into service of an instrument shall state the sxact grounds on which
It is based. Such a decision shall be notifled without delay to the party
concerned, who shall at the same time be informed of the judicial remedles 3
“avallable to him under the laws In force In the Member State In question and of
the time limits to which such remedles are subject.
Article 16
1. Before 1 January 1992 Member States shall adopt and publish the laws, regulations
and administrative provisions necessary In order to comply with this
Pirective. They shall forthwith Inform the Commission thereof.

They shall apply such provisions from 1 July 1992.

2. Member States shall communicate to the Commisslion the texts of the provisions °
of natlional law which they adopt In the fleld covered by this pirective.

3. Directive 73/360/EEC shall be repealed as from 1 July 1992.

Article 17

This Directive |s addressed to the Member States.

Don® &t........... For the Counci!
The President

21
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Annex 1

The essential requirements that must be met by the instruments, referred to In
article 1.2(a), are set out below. The terminology used Is of the Organization
internationale de Métrologie Légale.

METROLOGICAL REQUIREMENTS

1. Unlts of mass

The units of mass used shail be legal In the sense of directive
80/181/EECT.

Subject: to this condition, the following units are permitted:

- of the Sl units: kilogramme, microgramme, mllligramme, gramme, tonne
- of the imperial units: pound, ounce (avoirdupois), troy ounce
-~ of the other units: metric carat, if welghing precious stones

For instruments that make use of the Imperlial units of mass referred to above,
the relevant essentlal requirements specified hereafter shall be converted to
salid imperlail units, using simple Interpolation.

1 04 n° L 39 of 15.02.1980, p. 39. 22



a)

- 16 ~

2. Accuracy classes

2.1. The fO“OWan accuracy classes have been defined:
| speclal
11 high
111 medium

111l ordinary

The specifications of these classes are given In table 1.

TABLE 1 : Accuracy classes

! Minimum Max imum capaclity

{ Class Verificatlon scale capaclty (Max) H
¢ interval (e) (MIn) H
' ' '
H minimum minimum max imum '
H value value value

! ., | | !
H I 0.001 g < e 100 e 50 000 o - i
! I 0.001 g <e L 0059 20 e 100 o 100 000 e !
' 0.1 g $ e 50 e 5§ 000 o 100 000 e H
1 '
N RN 0.1 g<Lexag 20 e 100 o 10 000 ¢ !
‘ g £ 20 500 e 10 000 e |
‘ | :
Voot 5 g Lo 10 e 100 o 1000 e !

23
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2.2. Scale Intervals

1.

3.1.2.

The actual scale Interval (d) and the verification scale Interval (e)
shall be In the form

1 x 10K, 2 x 10K, or 5 x 10X mass units,
k being any Integer or zero.

For all Instruments other than those with auxiilary Indicating devices,
d Is equal to e.

For Instruments with auxililary indlicating devices the following
conditions apply:

o = 1 x 10Kg
d<e £10d

except for Instruments of class | with d<10~4 g, for which
e = 10-3 g.

Classification
Instruments with one weighing range

Instruments without an auxiiliary indicating device may bslong to any of
the four accuracy classes defined.

instruments equipped with an auxillary indicating device shall bsiong t
class | or class 11. For these Instruments the minimum capacity lower
limlts for these two classes are obtained from table | by replacement |
column 3 of the verification scale Interval (e) by the actual scale
interval (d).

If d < 10-4 g, the maximum capaclity of class | may be less than
50 000 eo. '

o
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3.1.3.

3.2.

3.3.

3.3.1.

3.3.2.

- 18 -

in case an Instrument meets the specifications of more than one accuracy
class, the cholce of ciass Is left to the manufacturer. The instrument
shall meet ali roqulréments of this directive for the class chosen.

Inst}uments with multiple welghing ranges

Multiple weighing ranges are permitted, provided they are clearly
Indicated on the instrument. Each Indlvidual welghing range Is
classifled accbrdlng to 3.1. If the weighing ranges fall into different
accuracy classes the Instrument shal! comply with the severest of the
requirements that apply for the accuracy classes in which the weighing
ranges fall.

Multl-Interval instruments

Instruments with one weighing range may have several partial welighing
ranges (multi-interval instruments).

Multl-Interval Instruments shall not be equipped with an auxliliary
indicating device.

Each partial weighing range | of multl-interval instruments Is defined
by '

- Its verlification scale Interval e, with 8141 D> €

- Its maximum capacity Max;, with Max, = Max

-~ Its minimum capacity Min,, with Min; = Maxj;_q
and Ming = Min

where | = 1,2, ..... T
| = partial weighing range number
r = the total number of partlal welighlng ranges.

All capacities are capacitlies of net load, Irrespective of the value of
any tare used.

25
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3.3.3 The partial weighlng ranges are classifled according to table 2. All

partial welghing ranges shall fall Into the same accuracy class, this

class being the Instrument’'s accuracy class.

TABLE 2 : Multi-interval Instruments

=12, ... 1

I = partial welghing range number
r = total number of partial weighing ranges

H Minimum Max imum capaclty H
: capaclity (Max ;) H
iClass Verification scale (Min) :
H interval (e) \
‘ minimum minimum* max imum :
H value .A!gjue value H
‘ !
H 1 0.001 g < &) 100 o4 50 000 &}41 - :
H :
. 0.001 g < 6] L0.05¢g 20 o4 5 000 €),.1 100 000 o) !
H 0.1 g<e 50 o4 § 000 o,1 100 000 e :
: !
i 0.1 g<e; 20 oq 500 841 10 000 e, 1
| !
P ] g <e; 10 o4 50 ©)41 1 000 o H
i H

* for l=r the correspondlng column of table 1 applles, with e replaced by e,
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Accuracy

4.1 On EC Inlitlal conformity assessment the error of Indication shall not éxceed

the maximum permissible error of Indication as shown In table 3.

digital Indlication the arror of Indicatlion shall be corrected for the

rounding error.

The maximum permissible errors apply to the net and tare value for all

possible Ioads._excluded preset tare values.

TABLE 3 : Maximum permissible errors

Load

I {

| |

| {

| 1 1 { EC Initioy |

| I | 1 conformity |

Closs | 1 Class 11 i Class 111 | Class 1N | ossessment |

| 1 | | 1

| | 1 | |

0 £m< 50 000 @ | 0 <mg< 5000 | 0 €<m< 300 | 0 <m< 30e | 2050 I

1 50 000 e<m <200 000 ¢ | 5 000 e<m< 20000 | 300 e<m<2000e | S0O4<m< 2008 | 2 1.0 ;
1200 000 em 1 | 2000 a<mg<I0 000 @ | 200 o<mgC1 000 e | 2 1.5 0 |
| 1 ! I 1

Max lmum
permisaible
error on

20 000 e m <100 000 o

in case of

4.2 The maximum permissiblie errors In service are twice the maximum permissible

errors on EC Initial conformity assessment.

Weighing results of an Instrument shall be repeatable, and shall be

reproducible among Indicating devices used and methods of balancing used.

The weighling results shall be sufficlently Insensitive to changes In the

position of the ioad on the load receptor.

The Instrument shall react to small variations of the load.
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7.4

7.5
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Infiuence guantities and time

Instruments of classes 1!, 11l and 1111, liable to be used In tllited
position, shall be sufficlentiy insensitive to the degree of tiliting that
can oxlist In normal Installed condition.

The Iinstruments shall meet the metrological requirements within the
temperature range specifled by the manufacturer. The value of thils range
shal! be at least equal to:

5 °C for an instrument of class |,
15 *C for an iInstrument of class |1,
30 °C for an instrument of class 11!l or {1tl.

In the absence of a manufacturer's specification, the temperature range of

-10°C to +40°C applles.

instruments operated from a malns power supply shall meet the metrological

requirements under conditions of power supply within the timits of normal

fluctuation.

Instruments operated from battery power shall Indicate whenever the voltage
drops below the minimum required value and shall under those clircumstances

either contlnue to function correctliy or be automaticaily put out of

service.

Electronic Instruments, except those of class | and of cliass 1] If & Is less

than 1 g, shall mest the metrological requirements under conditlions of high

relative humidity at the upper limit of thelr temperature rangse.

Lcading an Instrument of ciass (1, 11i1 or 111} for a prolonged period of

time shall have a negliglble Iinfluence on the Indication at load or on the

zero indication Immediately after removal of the load.
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7.6 Under other conditions the Instruments shall elther continue to function

correctly or be automatically put out of service.

DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION

8.1

8.2

8.3

General requlirements

Design and construction of the Instruments shall be such that the
instruments will preserve thelr metroiogical quallties when properly used
and installed, and when usad In an environment for which they are Intended.

When exposed to disturbances slectronic instruments shall not display
significant faults, or shall automatically detect and act upon significant
faults.

Upon automatic detectlion of a significant fault electronic Instruments shall
provide a visual or audible alarm that shall continue until the user takes
corrective actlion or the fault disappears.

The requirements of 8.1 and 8.2 shall be met on a lasting basis. Electronic
Instruments shall therefore not display signiflcant durability errors durlng
a period of time that is normal in view of the intended use of the
Instruments, or shall automatically detect and act upon signiflcant
durabillty errors. '

Dig!tal electronlé devices shall always exercise adequate control of the
operation of the measuring process, of the indicating faclility, and of all
data storage and data transfer.
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Upon automatic detection of a significant durablliity error electronic
instruments shall provide a visual or audlble ajarm that shall!l continue
until the user takes corrective action or the error disappears.

8.4 When external! squipment |s connected to an electronic instrument through an

approprlate interface the metroiogical qualities of the Instrument shall not
be adversely Influenced.

8.5 The Instruments shaill have no characteristics likely to facliltate

fraudulent use, whereas possibilitles for unintentional misuse shali be
minimal. Componsnts that may not be dismantied or adjusted by the user shall
be secured against such actlions.

8.6 Instruments shail be designed to permit ready executlion of the statutory

controls foreseen by this directive.

indication of weighing results and other weight values

The Indication of the weighing resuits and other weight values shall be
accurate, unambiguous and non-misleading and the Indicating device shall
permit easy reading of the indication under normal conditions of use.

The names and symbols of the units feferred to in point 1 of this annex
shall be according to the dispositions of directive 80/181/EECY, with the
addition of the symbol for the metric carat which shall be the symbol ‘ct’.

indication shail be Impossible above the maximum capaclty (Max), Increassd
by 9 eo.

1

0J n* L 39 of 15.02.1980, p. 39. 30
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An auxiliary indlicating device is permitted only behind the decimal mark. An
extended indicating device may be used only temporarily, and printing shall
be inhibited during its functioning.

Secondary Indications may be shown, If ldentifled such that they can not be
mistaken for primary Indications.

Printing of weighing results and other weight values

Printed results shall be correct, suitably identlfied and unambliguous. The
printing shall be clear, legible, non-erasable and durable.

Leveliin

¥hen approprlate instruments shall be fitted with a levelling device and a
leve! Indicator, sufficiently sensitive to aliow proper Installation.

leroing
The Instruments may be equipped with zeroing devices. The opsration of these

devices shall result in accurate zeroing and shall not cause incorrect
measur ing results.
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Tare devices and preset tare devices

The Instruments may have one or more tare devices and a preset tare device.
The operation of the tare devices shall result in accurately setting the
indication to zero and shall snsure correct net welghing. The operation of
the preset tare device shall ensure correct determination of the calcuiated
net value. -

instruments for direct selling to the public with a maximum capacity not

greater than 100 kg: additional requlrements

Iinstruments for dlirect selling to the public shall show ail essential
Information about the weighing opsration and, in the case of price
indicating Instruments, of the prics calculation of the product to be
purchased, clearly to ths customer.

The price to pay, If indicated, shall be accurate.

Price computing instruments shall show the essential iIndications for long
enough to enable the customer to read them properly.

Price computing Instruments may perform functions other than per article
welghing and price computation only If ail Indications reiated to all
transactions shall be printed clearly, unambliguously and conveniently
arranged on a tlicket or label for the customer.

The Instruments shall bear no characteristics that can cause, directly or
indirectly, Indications whose Interpretation Is not easy or stralightforward.

The instruments shall safeguard the customers agalinst Incorrect sales
transactions due to malfunctioning of the Instruments.
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Auxlliary indicating devices and extended Indicating devices are not
permitted.

Supplementary devices are only permitted If and such that they do not enable
fraudulent use by the vendor, unbeknown to the customer.

Iinstruments with the characteristics of those used for direct selling to the
publlc, which however do not meet the requirements described In this
paragraph shall carry the indelible marking ‘Not to be used for dlrect
selling to the public'. This marking shall be clearly visible on the side of
the instrument normally facing the customer if It were to be used for direct
selling to the public.

Price labelllng instruments

Price labellling instruments shall meet the requirements of price indlicating
Instruments for direct selling to the public, as far as appllcable'to the
instrument In question. The printing of a price label shall be Impossible

below minimum capacity.
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EC type examination Annex 2

The EC type examination Is the procedure by means of which a notified body
ascertains and certifies that an instrument, representative of the
production envisaged, meets the provisions of this directive that apply to
it.

The application for the type examination shall be lodged by the
manufacturer or his authorized representative established within the
Community with a single notified body.

The application shall include

-~ the name and address of the manufacturer and, If the application Is

todged by the authorized representative, his nams and address In addition

- a written declaration that the application has not been lodged with any
other notlifled body
- the design documentation, as described In annex 3.

The applicant shall place at the disposal of the notified body an

instrument, representative of the production envisaged and hereafter called

‘type’.

The notified body shall

1. examine the design documsntation, verify that the type has been

manufactured In conformity with this design documentation, and ldentify

the elements that have been designed In accordance with the relevant
provisions of the standards and essentlal requirements referred to In
this directlive
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2. perform or have performed the appropriate examinations and/or tests to
check whether the solutions adopted by the manufacturer meet the
essential requirements where the standards referred to in article 5 have
not been applled

3. perform or have performed the appropriate examinations and/or tests to
check whether, where the manufacturer has chosen to appl} the relevant
standards, these have been aﬁplled effectively, thereby assuring
conformity with the essentlial requirements

4. agree with the applicant the location where the examinatlions and/or
tests shall be carrlied out.

1.4. Where the type meets the provisions of this directive the notlifled body

1.5,

shall Issue an EC type approval certificate to the applicant. The
certificate shall contain the conclusions of the examination, conditions
(if any) for Its valldity, the necessary data for Identification of the
approved instrument and, If relsesvant, a description of Its functioning. The
relevant technical elements such as drawings and schemes shall be annexed
to the certificate.

The certiflcate shail have a validity perlod of 10 ysars froﬁ the date of
its Issue, and may be renewed for subsequent periods of 10 years each.

The other notifled bodiss shall be Informed forthwith of the iIssuing of the
EC type approval certificate for the sald type and Its additions referred
to In paragraph 1.7. They may obtain a copy of the EC type approval
certificate and, on a reasoned request, may obtaln a copy of the annexes to
the certificate and the reports on the examinations and tests carrled out.
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A notifled body that refuses to issue or withdraws an EC type approval
certificate or any of Its additions referred to in paragraph 1.7 shall so
inform the Member State which notifled this body and the other notifled
bodies, giving the reasons for the decislon.

The appllicant shall keep the notified body that has Issued the EC type
approval certificate Informed of any modification to the approved type.

Modifications to the approved type must receive additional approval from
the notified body that Issued the EC type approval certificate where such
changes Influence the conformity with the essential requirements of this
directive or the prescribed conditlions for use of the Instrument. This
additional approval Is given In the form of an addition to the orliginal EC
type approval certificate.

EC declaration of production conformity (type 2)

The EC declaration of production conformity (type 2) Is the procedure
whereby the manufacturer who satisfies the obligations of paragraph 2.2
declares that the Instruments concerned are In conformity with the type as
described In the EC type approval certificate and satisfy the requirements
of this directive that apply to them.

The manufacturer shall affix the CE mark to sach Instrument and shall draw
up a written declaration of conformity for each instrument.

The CE mark shall be accompanied by the ldentification symbol of the
notiflied body responsible for the EC surveillance referred to in paragraph
2.2. The certificate of conformity shali accompany the Instrument covered.

The manufacturer shall have adequately implemented a quallity system as

specified In paragraph 2.3 and shall be subject to EC survelilance as
speciflied In paragraph 2.4.
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2.3. Quallty system

1. The manufacturer shall lodge an appllication for approval of his quallity
system with a notified body.

The application shall Includes:

- all relevant Information, in particular the quality system’'s documentation
and the design documentation of the approved type

- an undertaking to carry out the obligations arising from the quallty system
as approved

- an undertaking to maintain the approved quality system to ensure lts
continuing suiltablilty and effectiveness.

2. The quality system shail ensure compllance of the Instruments with the type
as described In the EC type approval certificate and with the reguirement(s)
of this directive that apply to them.

All the elements, requirements and provisions adopted by the manufacturer
shall be documented in a systematic and orderly manner Iin the form of written
pollcies, procedures and instructions. This quallty systém documentat ion
shall ensure a common understanding of the quallty programmes, plans,
manuals, and records.

It shall contain In particular an adequate description of

- the quallty objectives and the organizational structure, responsibllities
and powers of the management with regard to product quality
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- the manufacturing process, and the quality control and quallity assurance
techniques and systematic actions that wiil be used

- the examinations and tests that will be carrled out befors, during, and
after manufacture, and the fregquency with which they will bs carried out

- the mesans to monitor the achlevement of the required product gquality and
the effective operation of the quallty system.

3. The notified body shall examine and evaluate the quallity system to determline
whether 1t satisfies the requiremsnts referred to in paragraph 2.3.2. It
shall presume conformity with these requirements in respect of quality
systems that Implement the corresponding harmonized standard.

It shall notify Its declislion to the manufacturer and Inform the other
notified bodies thereof.

The notification shall contain the concluslions of ths eaxamlnation and the
reasoned assessmont declision.

4. The manufacturer or his authorized representative shall keep the notified
body that has approved the quallity system Informed of any updating of the
quality system In relation to changes brought about by, e.g., new
technologies and quality concepts.

5. A notifled body that withdraws approval of a quality system shail so Inform
the other notifled bodies, giving the reasons for the decision.
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2.4. EC survelllance

1.

2.

3.

The purpose of EC survellliance |s to make sure that the manufacturer duly
fulfils the obligations arising out of the approved quality system.

The manufacturer shall ailow the notiflied body entrance for Inspection
purposes to the locations of manufacture, !nspection and testing, and
storage, and shall provide It with all necessary information, in particular

- the quallty system documentation
= the design documentation
- tho quality records, such as Inspsction reports and test data, callbration

data, qualification reports of the personnel concerned, etc.

The notifled body shall make sure that the manufacturer maintains and applles
the quality system and shall provide a survelllance report to the

manufacturer.

EC verlficatlon (type 1)

The EC verliflcation (type 1) Is the procedure whereby a notifled body checks
and attests that Instruments concerned are in conformity with the type as
described In the EC type approval certificate and satisfy the requirements of
this directive that apply to them. The notifled body shal! affix the CE mark
to each Instrument and draw up a written certificate of coanrmlty for each
instrument. The certiflcate of conformity shall accompany the Instrument
covered. '

Each instrument shal! be examlined and appropriate tests as set out In the
relevant standards referred to In article 5, or equivalent tests, shali be
carrled out to ensurs thelr conformity with the relsvant raquirements of this
directive. ' '
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3. The CE mark referred to in paragraph 1 gzbove shal'l be accompanied by the
identiflication symbol of the notlfled body.

EC verlification (type 2)

The EC verification (type 2) Is the procedure whersby a notified body checks

and attests that the Iinstruments concerned satisfy the requirements of this
directive that apply to them. The notified body shall affix the CE mark to
each instrument and shall draw up a written certificate of conformity for
each instrument.

The certificate shati have a valldity period of 10 years from the date of its
issue, and may be renewed for subsequent psrliods of 10 years each. It shall
accompany the Instrument covered.

Each Instrument shall be examined and approprlate tests as set out in the
ralsvant standards referred to In article 5, or sguivalent tests, shall be
carrled out to ensure their compliance with the relevant requirements of this
directive.

The CE mark referred to In paragraph 1 above shalil be accompanled by the
identiflication symbo! of the notifled body.

The deslign documentation of the instrument as specified in annex 3 shall be
made available to the notiflied body.

Common provisions

The EC decliaration of production conformity (type 2), the EC verification
(type 1), and the EC verification (type 2) may bs carrlied out at the

" manufacturer‘s works or any other location If the transport to the place of

‘use does ot vequire dismantiing Of the instrument, if the teking into
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service at the place of use doés not require assembiy of the Instrument or
other technica! instaliation work |lkely to affect the Instrument‘s
performance, and if the Instrument’s performance Is Insensitive to gravity
varlations. In aill other cases they shall be carriod out at the piace of use

‘of the Instrument.

iIf the instrument’s performance s sensitlve to gravity varlations the
procedures referred to In paragraph 5.1 may be carrled out In two stages,

‘where’ the second stage shall comprise all examinations and tests of which the

outcome Is gravity dependant, and the first stage all other examinations and ~

tests. The second stage shall be carrled cut at the place of use of the

instrument. In case a Member State has establlished gravity zones on its
territory the sxpression 'at the place of use of the Instrument’ may be read
as 'Iln the gravity zone of use of the Instrument’.

3.1. Where a manufacturer has opted for execution In two stages of one of the

procedures mentioned in paragraph 5.1, and where these two stages wiil be
carried out by different parties, an instrument that has undergone the first
stage of the procedure concerned shali carry the identification symbol of the
notified body Involved In that stage. '

The party that has carrled out the first stagse of the procedure shall issue
for sach of the Instruments a certificate, containing the necessary data for

" ldentification of the instrument and speclifying the examinatlions and tests

that have been carried out.

The party that carries out stage two of the procedure shall carry out those
examinations and tests that have not yet been carried out.

The manufacturer who has opted for the EC declaration of production
conformity (type 2) in stage one may elther use this same procedure In stage

two or declde to contlinue In stage two with the EC veriflcation (typs 1).

4. The CE mark shal! be afflxed to the instrument after compietion of stage two,

together with the identiflcation symbol of the notifled body involved In
stage two. '
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Annex 3

Design documentation

The design documentation shall contain in so far as relevant for assessment;

a general description of the type

conceptual designs and manufactur ing drawings and schemes of components, Sub-
assemdlles, clircuits, etc.

descriptions and explanations necessary for the understanding of the above,
including the opsration of the product

a list of the standards referred to In article 5, applled In fuil or in part,
and descriptlons of the solutions adopted to meet the essentlial regquirements
where the standards referred to in article § have not been appllied

results of design calculatlions made and of examinations etc

test reports
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Annex 4

1. Instruments to be used for the appllcations referred to In article 1.2(a),

and Instruments to be usad for the applicatlions referred to in article 1;2(b)

that have been subjected to the relevant EC conformity assessment procedurs,

shall carry

a) - the CE mark of conformlty as described In paragraph 3
- the identiflication symbol{s) of the notified body(lqs) that has/have

carrled ocut the EC survelllance or the EC verliflication

The above mentioned mark and Inscriptions shall be affixed to the

Instrument, distinctly grouped together.

b) the following iInscriptlons:

manufacturer's mark or name

Jolned by two half clrcles

max imum capacity In the form
minimum capaclty In the form

plus, when appiicabte

- sarlal number

verificatlon scale Interval in the form

the accuracy class, enclosed in an oval or In two horlzontal llines

Max ...
Min ...

- for instruments consisting of separate but assoclated units:

identification mark on each unit

- scale Interval. in the form

- maximum additive tare effect a
- maximum subtractive tare effect * ™

- tare {ntervat .« -
- maxlmum safe load .- =
-] n

- the special temperature limits

d = .
T =w¢ ...
T - ...
dy = ...
Lim cas
«.?C /7 L..0C
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Instruments to bs used for the applications referred to In article 1.2(b)
that have not been subjected to the relsvant EC conformlity assessment

‘procedure shall carry

- the manufacturer's mark or name
- the maximum capacity In the form Max ...

The CE mark of conformity shall consist of the symbo! CE as shown In annex 6,
followed by the last two digits of the year in which jt was affixed.

The Instruments shall have adequate facllitles for the affixing of the CE
mark of conformity and/or inscriptions. These shall be such that It shall be
impossible to remove the mark and inscriptions without damaging them, and
that the mark and Inscriptions shall be visible when the Instrument Is in Its
regular operating position.

Where a data plate Is used it shalil be possible to seal the plate unless It
cannot be removed wlthout belng destroyed. If the data plate is sealable It
shall be possible to apply a control mark to it.

The Inscriptions Max, Min, e, d, shall also be shown nsar the dlsplqy of the
result If they are not already located there.

Each ioad measuring device which Is connected or can be connected to one or

more locad receptors shall bear the relevant inscriptions relating to sald
load receptors. '
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Annex §

Set out below are the minimum criteria to be applled by Member States when

designating bodles for the carrying out of tasks pertaining to the brocedures

referred to In articie B.

The bodles shall dlspose of the necessary personnel, means and equipment.
The personnel shall have technical competence and professional Integrity.

The staff and personnel shall be Independent of all circles, groups or
persons having direct or indirect Interest In non-automatic welbhlng
instruments regarding the carrying out of the tests, the preparation of the
reports, the Issuing of the certificates and the survelllance requested by
this directive. ' '

The personnel shall respect the professional secret.

The bodies shall have taken out & clvil llability insurance 1f thelr clvil
ttabllity |Is not covered by the State under national law.

The fuifliment of the conditions under 1. and 2. shall be periodically verified
by the Member States. o
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Annex 6
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FINANCIAL NOTE

concerning ths proposal for & Council directlve
on the gporoximation of the laws of the WMember Stsatos
rejating 1o non-automatic weighlng instruments

Introductlon

The proposal for a directlive relating to non-automatic welghing Instruments tays-

down the essential requirements that must be satisfied by the instruments In
question. Article 5 of the proposal makes a general reference to European
standards. Instruments manufactured In compilance with such standards are
presumed to be In conformity with the essential requirements of the directive.

Given the absence of European standards in the non-automatic welghing

instruments sector, the Commission must request the CEN to flil that gap.

The Commisslon intends to contribute to the development of European
standardization by entrusting the CEN with the task of drawing up the necessary
standards In the non-automatlic welghing Instruments sector In accordance with
the general guidellnes for cooperation between the Commléslon. the CEN and
CENELEC, which were approved on 13 November 1984. Ths work wlll be carried out
on the basis of standardlzation requests transmitted to the CEN In pursuance of
the framework contracts signed on 10 October 1985, which provide for financial

' support by the Commission.

The standardizatlon work described above, which wlll be of |imited duration,
must be placed against the general background of the admlnlstratlonbof the
directive, which is a long-term activity.
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Financlal statement

Budget headings

Articlie 775 : Community projects concerning the Internal market.

1.1 ltem 7750 : Harmonlization of industrial laws.

1.2 ltem 7752 : Multiannual measures to strengthen European standardizing
bodles. |

Legal basls

2.1 Counclil Resolution of 7 May 1985 on a new approach to technical
harmonization and standards!.

2.2 Directive to be adopted by the Councll on the approximation of the laws
of the Member States relating to non-automatic welghing Instruments.

Proposed classification

Non compulsory expenditure.

Description and justification of the project

4.1 Objectives

The aim Is to assist with the drafting of European standards that will
meet the basic requirements of the directive on non-automatic weighing
instruments, with a view to ensuring that the directive is properly
implemented. The European standards will help to make European Industry
more competlitive.

1

0.J. n° C 136, 4.6.1985
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4.2

Staff

Apart from management of the directive, the proposed activities are
short-term and highly technical. The Commission does not have staff
qualifled to deal with the technical aspects of the project.

5. Nature of the outlay and method of calculation

Nature
The project will take the form of standardization mandates, gliven on

the basis of the existing framework contract of 10 October 1985 between
the Commission and CEN/CENELEC.

Calculation

The level of flnancing wlll be determined for each mandate taking into
account the work to be carried out by contractors.

Estimate of the appropriations (cost per unit x number of units)
European standards

50 000 x 4
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Financia! impllications for intervention appropriations

6.1 Table of commlitments and payments:

European standards (ltem 7752)

' 1 CE (Ecu) H CP (Ecu) H
H ; H H
! H H H
H 1989 H 100 000 H §0 000 H
] 1 ) [)
1 (] ) [}
H 1990 H 100 000 H 100 000 H
1 i [] )
] ] [ ] [
H 1991 H H 50 000 H
H ! 1 1
: ! H :
' Total ' 200 000 H 200 000 H
] i ! 1

6.2 Community share of the flnancing
The Community share of the financing will cover 100% of the required
éxpenses. '
Comments

Nit.

Financla! Iimpllcations for staff and administrative approprliations

8.1 Staff required exclusively for the execution of the project
This project involves management of the directive on non-automatic

weighing Instruments, which will call for the participation of the
Commission staff over a period of several years.
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As from 1989 one A grade officlal will be required to work on the

project for three months a year and one B grade official to work half
time.

8.2 & 8.3 Staff and administrative approprliations

It Is estimated that appropriations of 75 000 ECU per year wilill be
necessary.
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IMPACT ON COMPETITIVENESS AND EMPLOYMENT

concerning the proposal for a Councli! directive
on the approximation of the laws of the Member States

relating to non-automatic weighing instruments

. Principal Justification of the proposed directive

Non-automatic weighing Instruments, |ike many other measuring Iinstruments
that find targe-scale, non-specialist application In soclety (usually, but
not exclusively, In commercial transactions) are subject to legal control by
Member States for reasons of failr trading or for otherwise protecting the

parties that are Involved in a welghing operation.

The national regulations for electronic non-automatic welghing instruments
differ from one Member State to another and approvals are not mutually
recognized. Consequently, a manufacturer who wishes to place an Iinstrument on
the market In all of the Member States of the Community must seek approval In
each Member State and, as the case may be, manufacture different versions of
his product In order to cope with the differences in the national
regulations.

For mechanica! non-automatic weighing Instruments a directive (73/360) was
adopted in 1973.

The proposed directive will harmonize the naticonal regulations for all non-
automatic weighing instruments (i.e. mechanical and electronic) and hence
ensure the free movement of products that are covered by it and that meet the

requirements that apply to them.

. Characteristics of the sector

The European welighing machine industry employs over 22,000 peopie In more
than 400 firms. Of these the vast majority are small or medium sized

enterprises.
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The sector which was by and large mechanical In the past has come to depend
more and more on electronic techniques and products. Competition Is stiff.
Exports have been declining over the last years, with Imports increasing at

an average rate of 10% per year.

. Obllgatlions

The present directive requires that non-automatic weighing instruments used

for defined appllications meet the essentlial requirements and are subject to

conformity assessment according to procedures glven by It. These applications

and procedures are similar to those laid down In directive 73/360, and
therefore this proposal witl entall very little extra administrative or

financial cost.

No obllgations by the Member States, other than those following from the
transposition Into nationa! law of the directive, are foreseen.

. Competltiveness and employment

The harmonization of the natlonal regulations |Is expected to lead to a
reduction in cost and to an ‘Increase In éfflclency. Although third country
manufacturers wlll share the same bensfits, the European manufacturers have
the opportunity to Increase thelr competitiveness from which a positive
effect on emplioyment could be expected.

As a matter of fact, in order to ensure free movement for their products
manufacturers now need to submlt their products to a conformlty assessment
procedure In one of the Member States only. This Is expected tb lead to a
reduction of the costs, as well as of the time delay involved In cobtaining
approval and will hence glve the manufacturer the opportunity to place his
products on the market faster and cheaper.

A new, alternative conformity assessment procedure permlits the manufacturer
to declare the conformity of his product with the approved type himself and
to affix the CE mark of conformity to the product himself.

53



5. Partles consulted

The European federation of weighing Instrument manufacturers CECIP (Comité
européen des Constructeurs d’instruments de Pesage) has been a most active
participant In the meatings of the Working Group that have resuited In the
current proposal and are in agreement with the essential elements of the A

proposal.
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