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The New EDI Strategy

Historically Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) was
dominated, at least in Europe, by the use of an
internationally standardised message syntax -
EDIFACT. This was developed as a standard means
for exchanging messages of commercial
significance.

The growth of the world wide web and the technology
which underpins it has made electronic commerce
simpler and more reliable. Also, there are now
internationally accepted alternatives to the EDIFACT
syntax, for exchanging commercial messages.

The new EDI strategy will make use of the following:

» Existing EDIFACT message structures

¢ More up to date syntax for document interchange
¢ Object oriented (OO) technology
¢ Web technology.

Currently the generic EDIFACT messages in use by
statisticians are:

o GESMES (Generic Statistical Message)

e CLASET ( a message used for classifications of
statistical data)

e RDRMES (a message used for Raw Data
collection).

The GESMES message is now ready for
implementation and about to go into operation. More
real data flows are now encouraged rather than just
experimental ones. At the moment the main focus
for GESMES data flows appears to be in the sectors
of ftransport, national accounts, insurance and
Balance Of Payment. However, Member States are
also encouraged to send GESMES data flows from
other statistical areas. There will soon be an
additional focus on environmental statistics.

The new EDI strategy will ensure that the generic
EDIFACT models for statistical messages are still
supported but will also examine the use of
Extensible Markup Language (XML) and Common
Object Request Broker Architecture (CORBA), which
is the emerging standard for exchanging remote and
local objects over networks.

XML is a subset of Standard Generalised Markup
Language (SGML); a “lighter’ syntax without the full
complexity of SGML. GESMES implemented in
SGML is almost completely compatible with XML.

The advantage of using XML is that better and
cheaper tools can be developed for authoring and
viewing. This will mean that the message can be
presented in a more readable way without, for
example, using escape codes or angle brackets.
Most browsers can recognise XML now and are
expected to give greater support to it in the future. In
addition, broad XML expertise will be available and it
is expected that there will be integration of XML
filters (translators) into many major software
packages.

There is also an investigation into the use of Object
Oriented (OQ) technology for statistics. Eurostat is
investigating the possibility of working with the
Object Management Group (OMG) on the use of
CORBA.

The advantages of using CORBA are that it cz~ be
used over the Internet, and that the kemel scfwars
is already integrated into some web browsers and
other products. Using OO technclogy will result in
easier collection and dissemination of information.
There is a CORBA data modelling workshop of
consultants which statisticians may be interested n
joining.

The Working Group involved in the development of
the new representations is EEGH. At the mext
meeting in Rome in September 1998, a vote will be
taken to mandate commitment to the XML
representation for all three messages. In addition
there will be a discussion of CORBA.

Anyone interested in obtaining further detzis is
invited to contact the official in charge of the EDI
standardisation unit at Eurostat-A2, Lecnhard Magqua
at leonhard. maqua@eurostat.cec.be.

Anyone wishing to join the CORBA group should
contact Jacqueline Jansen at j.jansen@wsel.lu.

The EDI website is available at:

http://forum.europa.eu.int/dsis/



Online Support for Statistics
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The DSIS Information Resource Centre (DSIS-IRC)
provides on-line support to statisticians and others. It
is a generic web-based environment for the
coliection and dissemination of information, funded
and developed, initially for Eurostat, under the
European Union IDA (Interchange of Data between
Administrations) Programme. !t is proposed as a
service to all those Administrations that need to
cooperate, coordinate and work with their
counterparts in other Member States. The service
provides ail the benefits of web technology. It
provides a controlled environment accessible only by
authorized users and an optional public area
accessible by unregistered users.

Version 2.0 of the DSIS-IRC web site is currently
under test and is due to be released this month. This
will offer a more stable service and some new
features: '

e The ability to use just one password to access
several different Interest Groups

e A "public access’ mode which allows certain
library documents and information entries to be
accessed by unregistered users

s A customizable Graphical User interface (GUI)
which displays on screen the level of service
appropriate to each user

¢ A dissemination status list per library item which
shows for each item who has downloaded the
document or received it by e-mail

e Combo boxes, containing all existing keywords,
which are automatically updated after
modifications

o The enhanced access control options, that are
customizable for every user on a per service and
per service item basis.

Members of any Interest Group will benefit from the
following:

* Information pages (provided through HTML
documents)

IG Home

¢ A library containing documents in several formats

e Software that can be downloaded and auto-
installed at the user's workstation.

e Newsgroups providing forums for discussion
between members of work groups or project
partners

¢ A central user directory of interest group users
e Contact addresses for persons and organisations

¢ A meetings service for announcing and preparing
meetings.

It is planned to use the meetings service to trial a
“virtual meeting” within the DSIS-IRC using the
newsgroups service. If the idea is successful, then
many more “virtual” meetings will take place, in order
to save the time and costs of travel.

As a result of discussions at the STNE WG in April, it
was decided to set up a DSIS-IRC task force with
volunteers from Member States. You are invited to
express your interest in joining this task force which
will meet for the first time about three months after
the initial release of version 2.0. It will discuss
issues such as the new web site’s functionality and
future development plans.

Requests for registration to the STNE Interest Group
can be made at:

Secretariat. STNE@eurostat.cec.be

The STNE Interest Group is available on the DSIS-
IRC web site at:

http:/forum.europa.eu.int/dsis-irc/

Additional information regarding the version 2.0 can
be obtained from:

Mr Myllyaho (Project Leader Eurostat-A2) on +352
4301 35347

juha.myllyaho@eurostat.cec.bc







Making the Task Easier - Statistics
and Accounting Packages

In many enterprises vast amounts of trading data are
collected electronically for varied purposes, such as,
by example, generating VAT returns, making
company tax returns, reporting company financial
results. As these data are already being collected it
makes sense to “tap into” these sources and to
extract some of the data for statistical purposes.
Why not add a module to an existing accounting
software package so that it will also provide a
statistical response to the Member State's
Competent National Administration (CNA)?

This is exactly what the SERT project has started to
do. The project identified accounting software
packages in France, Greece and Belgium, and
experimented with adding statistical modules.

In France a social enquiry was embedded into the
EBP software accounting package. The experiment
was successful and now this module is now part of
the commercial package.

In Greece a whole set of statistical enquires were
embedded into the Kefalaios accounting package
which is currently marketed by UNISOFT. The
experiment was again successful and it is hoped that
later this year, after some detail changes, the
software will be permanently incorporated.

in Belgium an external Excel module was added to
an existing software package (rather than being
embedded into the original software as in the
previous two cases).

Before conducting any of these experiments a
certain amount of background work and research had
to be undertaken. All the following steps were
completed before the work began:

» Firstt a suitable commercial package was
identified and then the developers were contacted
to see if they were willing to add a statistical
module.

¢ The software package was examined to see if the
data collected were in the correct form. If the data
are statistically incomplete then it may not be
possible to use the software package without
modification.

* The specific statistical enquiry was chosen.

e The CNA, or other relevant receiving body, was
approached to see if they were willing to accept

the statistical data in electronic form. (This is
important because the CNA usually receives data
on paper or via facsimile.)

s Finally, users were identified in enterprises who
were willing to test the software.

The results of all three experiments are still being
analysed. However what they have all done is to
raise the awareness of software houses and CNAs.
What needs to be done now is to convince software
houses that it is commercially viable to incorporate
statistical enquiries into accounting packages. And of
course enterprises need more exposure to the fact
that they can save money and time by using such
products.

Further information about SERT projects can be
obtained from Uwe Kunzler Eurostat-A2

uwe.kunzler@eurostat.cec.be

EUROSTAT is to move its offices!

Eurostat will move to new office premises during
August 1998. The official postal address, telephone
numbers and fax numbers will remain the same.







DATAMED - concern for small
enterprises

Datamed is a new project which is concerned with
the collection of data from very smalil enterprises in
European Mediterranean countries. Very small
enterprises are of great importance economically, as
the goods and services they provide constitute the
foundation of the economies of most European
countries.

However, in spite of their importance, capturing
statistical information about these enterprises is very
difficult. :

Using current methodologies it is often hard to
distinguish between the family, its budget and
savings. Conventionally there has always been a
distinction between businesses (producers) and
households (consumers). With small enterprises,
these two areas overlap, producing a “grey area’. A
new set of tools is needed which captures
information about both areas. In addition, general
strategies for data collection from household and
enterprises, need to be reviewed.

Thus the main objective of Datamed is to analyse
existing data capture procedures and propose
improvements so that these particular areas of the
labour market can be correctly documented. By
using an integrated survey and customised and
convergent software, it will be possible to capture
information about the economic behaviour of such
enterprises and also the behaviour of the business
person and the household that he/she is a part of.
Then, new technologies can be introduced in order to
make data capture more precise, timely and cost
effective.

Several survey questionnaires, such as the Labour
Force Survey and the Structural Enterprise Survey
will be integrated, improved and made more flexible.
It is also possible that new data assisted capture
techniques will be used.

If successful, it is expected that there will be an
overall increase of 10 - 25% in the quality of output
of statistical data capture and interchange between
similar organisations in different countries.

The project has only just begun but intends to
continue untif August 2000. The National Statistical
Institutes involved in the Datamed consortium at
present are Greece, ltaly and Portugal.

More information can be obtained from Justin
Wickens at Eurostat-A4.

Justin.wickens@eurostat.cec.be

VIROS - a novel searching concept

VIROS is an innovative project, developed by
Eurostat, which aims at coordinating official research
activities in statistics and dissemination of their
results, with a view to improving their exploitation.

VIROS stands for Virtual Institute for Research in
Official Statistics. Any organisation active in the field
of statistics can participate. VIROS can be likened to
a shopping centre or a mall whereby every
participating organisation is entirely responsible for
its own contribution. Eurostat simply acts as a central
coordinator. Web engines such as Alta Vista and
Hotbot are used to make statistical documents easier
to locate and disseminate.

Each participating organisation must ensure that the
appropriate metadata is added to each document
that it contributes. This includes appropriate
keywords, a title and a short description of the article
which clearly adds value to the information. In
addition, each article must have the VIROS logo
added with a link to the VIROS home page.

From a different point of view, VIROS helps users
formulate their queries, so that the retrieval of
relevant information from over 100 million
documents available on the web is facilitated.

As an additional facility, Eurostat's research pages
on the Web gives the user access to a link to an
automatic translation service called SYSTRAN. This
service offers translation from five languages to
English. Even though the translation is not perfect, it
does give the reader some idea of what the
document is about, allowing for a better translation
iater if necessary.

The VIROS system is experimental at the moment
but if Member States are interested in participating
there are details on the Web at:

http://europa.eu.int/en/comm/eurostat/research/viros/
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Statistics, Telematic Networks and EDI Working Group ( STNE WG)

The secretariat of the STNE WG is provided by Eurostat-A2. The contact is Mr Jean Viseur.

The national representatives are:

Member State

Representative

Organisation

Austria Gunther Zettl Austrian Central Statistical Office

Belgium Claude Delannoy Institut National de Statistiques

Denmark Soren Netterstrom Danmarks Statistik

Ireland Margaret MclLoughiin | Central Statistics Office

Finland Kauko Hamalainen Statistics Finland

France Jean-Pierre Granjean Ipstitut 'National de la Statistique et des
Etudes Economiques - France

Germany Elmar Kalthoff Landesamt fur Datenverarbeitung und
Statistik NRW

Greece Giorgios National Statistical Service of Greece

Spanogiannopoulos
Italy Rossana Balestrino Instituto Nazionale di Statistica - Italy
Luxembourg Nico Weydert Service Central de la Statistique et des

Etudes Economiques - Luxembourg

The Netherlands

Kees-Jan Metz

Central Bureau of Statistics

Norway Claude Courbat Statistics Norway
Portugal Jose Figueiredo Instituto Nacional de Estatistica
Spain Miguel Joaquin Instituto Nacional de Estadistica
Sweden Erik Malmborg Statistics Sweden

United Kingdom

Robin Pape

Office of National Statistics

Observers are:

Member State

Representative

Organisation

Hungary Maria Takacs Office of National Statistics

Lithuania Edmundas Zvirblis Department of National Statistics

Switzerland Beat Huiliger- Swiss Federal Statistical Office
Dominguez
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Glossary

CLASET......coevvienn, An EDI message for the exchange of classifications

CNA Competent National Administration

COMEXT....c..cceevvee External Trade database

CORBA....ccovveeeeeee, Common Object Broker Request Architecture

(New ) CRONOS........ Reference database of data collected from Member States which has been processed
by Eurostat

DATAMED.................. Data from Mediterranean Countries

DSIS-IRC......ccue..... Distributed Statistical Information Services / Information Resource Centre

EDI oo, Electronic Data Interchange

EDICOM ..o, Electronic Data Interchange for COMmerce - Eurostat initiative

EDIFACT ..o, Electronic Data Interchange for Administration, Commerce, and Transport

EEGH ...ccoovvvvvvveeee Expert Group 6 for Statistics

E-MAIL....ccccvvvveee, Electronic Mail

EMI., European Monetary Institute

ERE .. European Reference Environment

GESMES ......ccovee. An EDI message - Generic Statistical Message - for the exchange of any type of multi-
dimensional data or chronological series

HTTP e, Hypertext Transfer Protoco!

IDA Interchange of Data between Administrations - a DGIII programme

P Internet Protocol

ISDN..ovviviiiiieiiniis Integrated Services Digital Network

LFS e Labour Force Survey

METADATA................ Information that describes and qualifies data

NSA s National Statistical Administration

NS, National Statistical Institute

NSPP..cveiiiiirieeris National Server Pilot Project

PSTN ..o, Public Telephone Network

SERT .o, Statistiques d'Enterprise et Reseaux Telematiques

SGML ..o Standard Generalised Markup Language

SMTP...ccoiviiiieiiii. Simple Mail Transfer Protocol

SPC i Statistical Programme Committee

STADIUM ..., An electronic data collection and dissemination centre

STATEL ................... An application to application telecommunications protocol

STNEWG ............e... Statistics, Telematic Networks, and ED! Working Group - Eurostat

TESTA ..., Trans-European Services for Telematics between Administrations

VAT ..o Value Added Tax

VIROS ..., Virtual Institute for Research in Official Statistics

X400.........ociiis E-mail protocol

XML..... Extensible Markup Language

Key Documents:

DSIS Progress Report to STNE WG Meeting N°8
DSIS Metatdata Task Force Report

Dates for Your Diary:

Meeting Date Location

Metadata Task Force 29 September 1998 Eurostat Luxembourg
EEG6 Sept 30 - 2 October 1998 Rome

STNE Working Group meeting n°9 26 - 27 October 1998 Brussels

SERT ad-hoc working group 28 October 1998 Brussels
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