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Joint Rapporteurs’ Team
meeting (JRT) in Oxford,
September 11-15, 1995

For the Oxford JRT, the
working sessions of JM8,
the joint meeting Group for
Statistics, were attended by
22 delegates coming from
10 different countries and 5
EDIFACT regions. JM8
welcomed for the first time
participants from Croatia.

RDRMES

The EG6 generic message
for reporting raw data in
response to a questionnaire,
was approved for Status 1
by the JTAG and will
therefore be published in the
D.96A EDIFACT directory.

In addition, the two change
requests submitted by EG6
on data element 3148,
communication number (i.e.
length increased up to 512
characters) were also
approved, allowing for the
accommodation of an X.400
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address. This change is an
generic improvement for the
EDIFACT community,
regardless of the sector.

EDIFACT Re-engineering

The proposal for the re-
engineering of EDIFACT
including the empowerment
of the JRT was discussed
again in Oxford. JM8
members from Australia,
Pan America and EG6
forwarded their comments
before December 1, as
requested.

Multi-Format Exchanges
(MFE)

JM8 members attended the
MFE meeting. The group
decided to change its name
to EDIFACT and
Associated Objects (EAQ).
It was agreed to address
specific solutions or more
general concerns and that
solutions might be based on
both "packaging" and
"cross-referencing”.

Some EG6 members also
had specific joint meetings
with JM4 (Transport) and
JM6 (Finance) in order to
continue synergy and co-
operation.

Demonstration on
Security measures

JM8 (EG6/WG5) made a
very successful presentation
of its prototype of
implementation of security
counter-measures in trade
statistics messages (using
the AUTACK message).

The demonstration was well
received by Security experts
and less specialized
attendees alike.

Joint Rapporteurs’ Team
meeting (JRT) in Foz do
lguacu, Brazil, April 15-19,
1996

During the Oxford JRT, JM8
members had agreed that
JM8 as a group would not
convene in Brazil, having no
important issues to discuss
in April, but rather in
Helsinki, in September
1996.

No Australian nor North-
American delegations of
statisticians were present.
Two EG6 representatives of
the EG6 WG5 and WG7
attended the JM5 (Customs
group) and the JM4
(Transport) working
sessions, respectively.

EG6 Meeting in Lisbon,
November 23-24, 1995

The last MD6 meeting of
1995 was hosted by the
Instituto Nacional de
Estatistica (INE) of
Portugal.

Because of calendar
constraints of their
Conveners, Working Groups
3 and 4 did not convene in
Lisbon. Working Group 3
had a working session in
Luxembourg on November
29 instead.

The election of a new EG6
vice-Chair and a new
EG6/WG1 Convener was
placed on the agenda of the
next EG6 Plenary meeting,
on February 2, 1996, in
Geneva.

EG6 members should
consider the possible re-
organisation of EG6. This
topic will be discussed
during the next EG6
meetings in Geneva and
Oslo.




EG6 Meeting in Geneva,
Jan 31-Feb. 2, 1996

The 29th meeting took place
in Geneva, hosted by the
UN/STAT. WG6 and WG7
did not convene.

Mr. Chris Nelson was
elected deputy Convener of
WGH1 for at least the Oslo
meeting. A formal Convener
would be designated in Oslo
or in Brussels.

Mr. Rune Gloersen, EG6
National Representative of
Norway, was elected EG6
vice-Chair.

Two main topics were
discussed during the EG6
Plenary meeting:

1- the EG6 participation in
the IDA conference in
Rome, on June 20-21, 1996;

2- the re-organisation of
EGS, since it had been
realised that after 6 years of
existence, the present
structures could not meet
the new need for more and
more joint meetings to
tackle common problems.

The two topics were also
placed on the agenda of the
Oslo meeting.

The majority of the sub-
groups (WG1, WG3, WG4)
dedicated time to the study
of other message
Development Groups'’
messages, such as
RECODE, INFENT, REGENT
and to the comparison of
these messages with the
EG6 GESMES, RDRMES
and CLASET data models.

Awareness Activities
and Documentation

1. The version “GESMES
‘95" of the GESMES
Message Implementation
Guide was finalised in
Lisbon. lts publication is
scheduled for 1996.

2. The demo diskette on
the BOPxxx messages: its
translation into the various
EU languages should be
ready by Mid ‘96. It is
foreseen that a 1,000
copies would be
disseminated in 1996.

3. The EDIBOP Final
Report should be published
by Eurostat around July
1996.

4. The RDRMES message
Implementation Guide
should be written up during
the first semester of 1996
within the framework of a
SERT project.

5. The international versions
of the BOPxxx message
Implementation Guides
should be ready by the
Summer of ‘96 and issued
as a Eurostat publication.

6. Awareness Seminars

On November 22, an
Awareness Session was
organised by the Lisbon EDI
Awareness Centre, in co-
operation with the INE:
some 80 people attended
from the statistical sector,
the banking sector and
some Portuguese ports.

Itis planned that a similar
awareness session will be
organised in Brussels,
before the EG6 meeting of
November ‘96.

It is also foreseen to
organise for the EG6
meetings, and GESMES in
particular, a few seminars
targeted at 3 types of
audience: decision-makers;
technicians and software
developers.

The Chairmanship is
calling for ideas on the
organisation of such
seminars.

Changes in the Officers

One resignation

Mr. Olli Janhunen, the
efficient WG1 Convener and
supporting EG6 vice-Chair
has resigned from both his
positions within EG6:

After 27 months in
Luxembourg, he has been
granted a return ticket to
paradise, i.e. his home
country, Finland.

However, one does not get
rid of EG6 so easily: in
September ‘96, some of us
will come to visit him in
Helsinki with the excuse of
the JRT.

One appointment

Mr. Rune Gloersen, the
National Representative of
Norway for EG6, was
elected EG6 vice-Chair at
the Plenary meeting in
Geneva.

Congratulations and Good
Luck from all of us, Rune !




Other Topics

SECURITY ISSUES IN EDI

EDI Security prototype for
the Intrastat system of
collection of trade
statistics

1. CONTEXT

Within the framework of the
internal market after 1992,
Eurostat promotes, through
the EDICOM project, to the
Member States a computer
infrastructure simplifying the
processes of data capture,
transmission, validation and
aggregation of statistical
data relating to the trading
of goods between Member
States. To increase the
quality of statistical data
processing and data
transmission between
different partners, one
method is to use the
Electronic Data Inter-change
(EDY), and in particular the
EDIFACT standard (1ISO
standard 9735).

The first results of this
project were implemented in
the Member States as a
technical environment
concerning the Intra-
Community Trade statistical
collection (Intrastat system)
around the EDIFACT
message CUSDEC/INSTAT
(INSTAT subset of the
Customs declaration
message CUSDEC).

2. SECURITY
REQUIREMENTS FOR
EDI

The competent national
administrations (CNA) for
statistics collection and the
firms Provider of Statistical
Information (PSI) require an

EDI system able to provide
security and evidence over
particular exchanges of the
EDIFACT CUSDEC/INSTAT
message.

A feasibility study on EDI
security in the collection of
trade statistics identifies:

Q threats,

Q associated counter-
measures,

O the mechanisms to be
implemented,

O

the levels of security,

Q the implementation of
counter-measures and
associated counter-
measures.

During this study, a
prototype on implementation
of EDI security was set up.
The objectives were to get a
better knowledge of:

Q EDI security,
4 AUTACK message,

A link between EDIFACT
translator and EDI
security supplier,

Q organisational problems
related to EDI security.

3. PROTOTYPE

The aim was to supply
some security counter-
measures (Message content
integrity, Message origin
authentication, non
repudiation of origin) by
giving the PSI the possibility
to :

A compute the digital
signature of the CUSDEC/
INSTAT message after its
generation,

Q integrate this digital
signature and the EDI
security related

parameters into AUTACK
message,

Q transmit to the CNA the
CUSDEC/INSTAT and
AUTACK messages,

on the CNA side to :

Q receive the CUSDEC/
INSTAT and AUTACK
messages,

Q convert the AUTACK
message in order to get
the digital signature,

Q check the digital signature
of CUSDEC/ INSTAT.

4, CONCLUSIONS AND
OBJECTIVES

Awaiting parts of version 4
of syntax rules dealing with
security (scheduled for
1996), this prototype
recognises that organisation
of security is very important
and has to be studied, the
integration of EDI security
supplier, EDIFACT translator
and IDEP (Intrastat Data
Entry Package) has to be
followed up, the subset of
the AUTACK message used
in the Intrastat system and
its integration with the
CUSDEC/INSTAT
message has to be
improved.

Sylvie Colas
Eurostat Consultant



EC-INTRASTAT

Estimation of EDI
implementation in relation
to the EC-INTRASTAT
system

The EDI questionnaire was
issued to all the 15 Member
States in August, 1995. The
main reason behind the
questionnaire was that it
should give an estimation as
to degree of EDI in relation
to the Intrastat system within
each Member State.

The main parts of the EDI
estimation were about the
number of Intrastat
declarations :

e on paper (generated by
hand or by a software),

e copied on diskette (on
EDIFACT CUSDEC/
INSTAT or on other
formats),

s sentby
telecommunication (on
EDIFACT
CUSDEC/INSTAT
message or on other
formats),

and the different ways of
handling the Intrastat
declarations by the
administration :

e 0On paper by using
keypunching, OCR, or
other system,

* on diskettes by disk/fax
or other systems,

e Dby telecommunication by
bulletin board, X.400 or
other systems.

Other questions were asked
to the Member States on
general topics and they
responded as follows :

Number of current and
estimated EDI users for
the next year : the figure
is increasing in every
country;

e EDI agreement
implementation: just
implemented in a few
Member States:

¢ EDI security
implementation: some
counter-measures are
already used and some
Member States intend to
improve this
implementation;

e Existing or intending to
be implemented EDIFACT
messages for trade
statistics (E.g.
CUSDEC/INSTAT and
CUSDEC/EXSTAT,
CUSRES/INSRES).

e The CUSDEC/INSTAT
message is now broadly
implemented, 5 Member
States use or intend to
use the CUSRES/INSRES
and CUSDEC/EXSTAT
message.

It was an onerous task for
the Member States in the
first instance to complete
such a questionnaire and the
results as returned were not
of the quality expected.
Nevertheless Eurostat will
request similar information
on an annual basis, from the
Member States.

The detailed estimation is
provided in the document:
Committee on external trade
statistics, production
working group, EDICOM
Task force, “Results of the
EDI questionnaire", Sept.
95, TF EDICOM, DOC TF 76.

Cyril Greene
Eurostat

EDI
Implementations

GESMES Trials Task
Force and Other
Implementation Efforts

1. Task Force
meeting

GESMES Trials Task Force
held its second plenary
meeting and a workshop
session the 4th of October
1995 in Luxembourg.

The trials concerning short
term indicators are
advancing reasonably close
to the initial schedules and
the STADIUM environment
at Eurostat is ready to
receive the first trial data
flows.

The Task Force accepted
with small modifications the
Progress Report,
Implementation Guide and
Memorandum of Under-
standing proposals
presented by the
consultants.

After the meeting successful
training courses have been
arranged in Finland and
Norway with several
interested participants from
outside of the central
statistical agencies. By the
time this bulletin is
published, training courses
will have been held also in
UK and ltaly.

Certain countries have
already reached such a level
in their EDIFACT and
GESMES know-how that
they would like to start
receiving GESMES data




sets from Eurostat instead
of just trialling data flows
from member states to
Eurostat. Unfortunately this
wish cannot be fulfilled for
the moment but as soon as
possible a GESMES
interface will be created into
the Eurostat reference
environment.

2. The Fame User
Conference

This is partly connected to
the second spearhead of the
Eurostat implementation
strategy which tries to
activate software
developers to take as a
serious challenge the
advanced features of
GESMES to structure
multidimensional data sets
and to carry metadata within
the messages.

For this purpose Eurostat
gave two well-received
presentations on the
GESMES implementation
strategies at the
International FAME User’s
Conference in Oslo in
September and discussed
the possibilities to co-
operate in this field since
both Eurostat and Statistics
Norway are using FAME.

The software is a time
series oriented DBMS & !
analysis package used
mainly by the banking
sector.

3. New requirements

It is evident that the
genericity of GESMES
widens its application area
outside the traditional
EDIFACT translators and,
subsequently, converters or
drivers to turn GESMES

messages into spreadsheet
or common data base
storage formats are badly
required.

Eurostat is studying all the
possibilities to give a push
forward to initiate this
development work in
commercial software
houses.

This would result in dual
benefits for the statistical
sector since GESMES
would automatically focus
the attention to the metadata
handling deficiencies of
contemporary software
applications. ‘

The message delivered e.g.
by the FAME users in the
above conference to the
developers clearly indicated
that these are the problems
that have to be addressed
to create value added and
gain competitive edge on
the markets.

4. Genericityisa
user requirement

The message from the
national trial participants and
observers to Eurostat was
as clear.

Generic solutions are the
only ones that can be
accepted in the long run,
which means that the
Eurostat reception
environment must be made
to receive not only pre-
defined and documented
data flows but also
messages with ad-hoc
structure definitions.

It was also the starting point
in GESMES development
and, accordingly, easy to
accept.

In EDIFACT environment
generic solutions are,
however, a new
phenomenon and seem to
require a period of mental
adaptation. Rerouting the
human synapse connections
is not always an easy task
and takes time.

5. Other trials

GESMES has been trialled
also in the transport
statistics and Balance of
Payments environments and
Eurostat is already receiving
“live” GESMES/BOPSTA
messages from a number of
Central Banks.

These messages are not,
yet, routed through the
Eurostat electronic data
reception centre (STADIUM
Server) partly because all
central banks do not have E-
mail connections, partly due
to organisational reasons.

When the STADIUM /
GESMES connectivity has
been secured after the
ongoing GESMES trials, the
role of the STADIUM
environment in the
translation and conversion
processes will be clarified.

Olli Janhunen
Eurostat




































GLOSSARY

DOSIS Development Of Statistical Information Systems — Eurostat initiative

DSIS Distributed Statistical Information Services — Eurostat initiative

EBES European Board for EDI Standardisation - This Western European EDI
authority placed under the umbrelia of CEN (Comité Européen de
Normalisation) replaces the WE/EB (Western European EDIFACT Board)

EDICOM EDI for COmmerce — Eurostat initiative

EG Sectorial Expert Group — These groups are presently 12. They replace the
former Message Developments Groups (MD's)
EGS6 is the 6th group, in charge of EDI for the statistical sector.
EG's are regional and Western Europe specific — When they meet inter-
regionally (during JRTs), they become JMs (Joint Meetings).

JMS International Joint Meeting Group dealing with Statistics during JRTSs.

JRT Joint Rapporteurs' Team Meeting
These International meetings gather all EDIFACT regions and all Development
Groups.
They traditionally take place twice a year:

in September, in the Western Europe, region
in April, in another EDIFACT region

METIS Metadata Information System — UN/ECE Statistical Division

MIG Message Implementation Guide

NSA National Statistical Administration

Region In EDIFACT terminology, vast geographical areas, roughly corresponding to
continents. There are 6 EDIFACT regions: Africa, Asia, Australia/New Zealand,
Central & Eastern Europe, Pan-America and Western Europe

SERT Business Statistics and Telematic Networks - Eurostat initiative

Status The 3 levels (or stages) of the EDIFACT Messages:
Status O: Message for information only
Status 1: Draft Message — for trials
Status 2: Standard Message — recommended for general implementation
WP .4 is envisaging to suppress Status 2 and keep only one status “for
implementation”.

TEDIS Trade EDI Systems — CEC/DGIII programme

UN/ECE United Nations Economic Commission for Europe

UN/EDIFACT
EDI For Administration, Commerce and Transport — UN Standard

WP.4 Working Party on Facilitation of International Trade Procedures, within the

UN/ECE
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National Representatives
Austria Mr. A. Petz
Belgium Mr. W. Janssens
Denmark Mr. LEE. Gewalli
Finland Mr. M.Saijets
France Mr. J.P. Grandjean
Germany Mr. D. Sarreither
Greece Pr. D. Athanasopoulos
Iceland Ms. S. Helgadottir
Ireland Mr. D. Jennings
Italy Ms. S. Macchia
Luxembourg Mr. G. Schuller
Netherlands Mr. B. Resing
Norway Mr R. Gloersen
Portugal Mr. Aquiles De Oliveira
Spain Mr. P. Diaz Munoz
Sweden Mr. E. Malmborg
Switzerland Mr. B. Hulliger
United Kingdom Mr. R. Pape

National and International Representatives

EEG6

Austrian Statistical Office

+43-1-71128-7558

National Statistical Institute of Belgium  +32-2-5486500

Danmarks Statistik
Statistics Finland
INSEE

Statistisches Bundesamt

National Statistical Service of Greece

Statistics Iceland

Central Statistics Office
ISTAT

STATEC

CBS

Statistics Norway, NO

Instituto Nacional de Estatistica
Instituto Nacional de Estadistica
Statistics Sweden

Office Fédéral de la Statistique
UK CSO

Representatives from International Organisations

Contacts in Other Rapporteur Regions
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OECD
UN/ECE
UN/STAT
EFTA
ISO

EBES

Australia
Canada
Japan
Poland
United States
United States

Mr. G. Salou

Ms. J. Meliskova
Mr. B. Lancourt
Mr. J. Byfuglien
Ms. S. Clivio

Mr. A. Dechamps

Mr. B. Pink

Mr. L. Hill

Mr. S. Kawasaki
Mr. J. Olenski
Ms. C. Ambler
Mr. R. Clayton

OECD, Paris

UN/ECE Statistical Division, Geneva
UN Statistics Office , New York

+45-3-9173156

+358-0-17342404

+33-1-41176537
+49-611-752040
+30-1-3249-491
+354-1-609828
+353-1-6767531
+39-6-46733201
+352-4784271
+31-45-706757
+47-22-864590
+351-1-8470050
+34-1-5839301
+46-8-7834027
+41-31-3236015

+44-171-2706399

+33-1-45248846
+41-22-9174150
+1-212-963-4542

EFTA Secretariat at Eurostat, Luxbourg+352-4301-33521

ISO Central Secretariat, Geneva
CEN, Brussels

Australian Bureau of Statistics
Statistics Canada

Statistics Center

Central Statistical Office

US Bureau of the Census

US Bureau of Labor Statistics

+41-22-7490111
+32-2-550 0867

+61-6-2525139
+1-613-9514612
+81-3-52731138
+48-22-254896
+1-301-457 2668
+1-202-606-6520
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Calendar of Meetings for 1996

Eurostat “Telematic Networks” task force meetings

March 18-20 : Luxembourg
October 7-9 Luxembourg

EG6 Working Sessions and Plenary Meetings

January 31-February 2 Geneva

May 28-29 Oslo

November 6-8 ' Brussels
EG6/WG7 extra meeting:

April 25-26 Valencia

Joint Rapporteur Teams Meetings

April 15-19 Foz do Iguacu (Brazil) **
September 9-13 Helsinki
April 25-30 Singapore

** JM8 (Statistics) is not intending to convene in Brazil

Other EG6-related Meetings
IDA Conference

June 20-21 Rome
GESMES Trials Task Force 3rd meeting

March 18 Luxembourg
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