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The European Parliament,

- RECALLING the reply given by !4r. Wilhelm Haferkanp to a guestion
by !{r !{orland, on the 4th August 1980, recognising the interests
of the European Comnunities in deep seabed mining,

- NOTING that the tenth Eession of the Itrird United Nations Conference
on the Law of the Sea opened in New York on 9th !,Iarch 1981 to finalise
the draft convention of the law of the sea which deals inter alia
with deep seabed mining,

- NOTING that the so-called 'like minded States' (France, the
Netherlands, the Federal Republic of Germanyr the United Kingdom,
Ita1y, Belgium, ttre United States and Japan) have meanwhile, without,
informed public debate, held meetings with a view to establishing a

reciprocating States regime which would purport to legitimate deep

seabed mining operations outside the globally negotiated international
regime,

- NOTING t}tat the majority of'Iike minded States'are members of the
European Communities; that the Federal Republic of cermany has already
passed legislation on deep seabed mining (iluly L980); that the United
Kingdom is in the process of ;nssing such legislation and that draft
legislation is being considered in France and, possibly in other member

states,

- RECOGNISING the potential strategic and economic value of ferro-
manganese nodules to the international community and, in particular,
to members of the European Communitiea,

- @NSCIOUS of the dependence of the terrestrial ecosystem on tlle
maintenance of the balance of the marine environment,

- C1CNSCIOUS also that deep seabed mining will inevitably cause some

disturbance to the marine enviornment, ttre extent and conaequences
of which Lt has not yet been poesible to determine,
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L. ITRGES the councir and the corurission to initiate scientLfic
regearch to establish the character of the marine environment
of the deep oceans and itE susceptibility to harm from deep
seabed mlning;

2. ITRGES the councll and the commission to ensure that any agreed
regime for deep seabed mining would provide for the establishment
of areas in whic h no mining operatione may be carried out
(Etable reference zones) ;

3. REsoLvEs to use its best endeavours to ensure that no l.Iember
State becomes a tErty to any regime for deep seabed mining,
whether global or regional, which does not take due account
of the need to protect the marine environment.

4. CaII on its President to fonruard this resolution to the Comrission
and the Council.
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