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Une liundred tliousand Cjommunifu trade mar/e applications 

were J'iíedbetween 1996 and199S. Jne reality of ine sing fe ôuro-
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effective protection for t/ieir goods and services t/irougnouf fne 
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not so famous, w/io, for decades, nave been building a öurope 

w/iic/i is at fne service of if s citizens and its economi/. 



1998 
at the OHIM 

Once again, even the most optimistic fore

casts have been exceeded, with more than 

31 000 applications for Community trade 

marks being filed in 1998. 

Thanks should be extended to all those who 

were perceptive enough to conceive of this 

new legal instrument and whose stubborn 

persistence caused it to succeed. The suc

cess of the Community trade mark demon

strates in itself its usefulness to the single 

market and businesses which must include 

a global approach to the market in their 

commercial strategies. 

Since it was opened in April 1996. the OHIM 

has received more than 100 000 trade mark 

applications. All the initial plans regarding 

human and technical resources have been 

upset, as have the budget estimates. 

The Office has found itself confronted with a 

rapidly expanding organisation, which en

tails specific management problems that 

are. at times, very difficult to deal with. 

The fact that the Council foresaw the cre

ation of a self-managing body, equipped to 

react swiftly and appropriately to new situa

tions on a day-to-day basis, is to be ap

plauded. Examples such as this highlight 

the benefits of subsidiarity and decen

tralised management when applied to or

ganisations of a specific and technical na

ture, such as industrial property offices. This 

is especially beneficial to the OHIM as it 

serves a genuine "clientèle", whose needs 

it must meet if the trade mark is to be a suc

cess. The centralised management of this 

mission would not have allowed such suc

cess to come about. 

One of the most outstanding features of the 

development of the Office in the course of 

1998 concerns the choices made in terms of 

human resources, organisation and techni

cal fields, which have, on the whole, been 

borne out. These choices have led to a 

workforce of over 400 persons (both officials 

and other staff, of all categories) and above 

all to confirmation of the self-financing sta

tus achieved in 1997. 

The technical choices taken can firstly be 

seen in the original decision to have a pa-



perless office. All trade mark files are elec

tronic, and incoming letters are immediately 

digitised. This has been made possible by 

the designing of the computer management 

system "Euromarc" complemented by the 

optical storage system which permits live 

management from the memory. Archives on 

optical media, of which the CD-ROM distri

buted is a by-product, are an essential tool. 

Had this original choice not been made, 

the Office would today have to battle 

against 7 300 000 pages of documents, or put 

another way. if the files were al l lined up, 

they would measure approximately one kilo

metre in length. This would have been a 

major drawback. 

The buildings policy is also part of the tech

nical choices. The lack of space in the main 

seat originally intended for 200 people, 

based on estimates drawn up at the time in 

conjunction with the Spanish authorities, 

which incidentally must be congratulated 

on the quality and the efficiency of the re

ception they have given to the Office in Ali

cante, quickly made it inadequate. The Of

fice had to rent three other office buildings. 

This situation caused communication prob

lems and generated addit ional costs which 

had to be resolved as quickly as possible. 

For this reason, the Office, with the approval 

of the Budget Committee, decided to speed 

up the construction of its permanent seat, 

which will be located on the coast, between 

the town of Alicante and the airport. The 

foundation stone was laid on 4 February 

1998 by the Prime Minister of the Spanish 

government, Mr José Maria Aznar. 

This building, which is due to be opened in 

June 1999. will accommodate 400 people. 

that is to say almost a l l the services, with 

the exception of the Boards of Appeal , 

which will be accommodated in the present 

temporary seat in Avenida de Aguilera. 

The future seat is of a modular design, en

abl ing it to be extended, In due course, to 

accommodate a l l members of staff, as 

well as those required once the Office be

gins to process Community designs. 

Organisat ional decisions had to be taken 

rapidly as a result of the success of the 

Community t rade mark. As early as 1997. 

the Examination Division had to be reor

ganised, giving it a more vert ical rather 

than sequent ia l structure, by dividing it up 

into examination groups. Examiners were 

thus given greater responsibil ity, and 

cl ients were ab le to identi fy c lear ly the 

person deal ing with their t rade mark within 

the Office. The benefits of such reorgani

sation were soon to be felt, as almost 

48 000 appl icat ions for t rade marks were 

sent for publ icat ion in 1998. Since the Of

f ice began its work, 63000 appl icat ions 

have been sent for publ icat ion which, tak

ing Into account that approximately 10% of 

trade marks will never be publ ished, rep

resents 70% of the appl icat ions received. 

In other words, the Office has al ready 

made up for the init ial backlog, at least at 

the examination stage. 

Now the Off ice has a better idea of the 

patterns emerging, cons iderab le care is 

be ing taken to ensure that the de lays 

exper ienced do not have repercussions 

on the subsequent stages of the proce

dure, that is to say. for the Opposi t ion 

Division, the Register Service and the 

Boards of Appea l . 



The absolute need to catch up on the back

log called for a strict recruitment policy to 

ensure that the staff employed had the ap

propriate trade mark experience and lan

guage skills. 

After a difficult start, both in terms of 

human resources and for technical rea

sons, registration work speeded up in the 

second half of the year. Almost 25 000 

trade marks have now been registered and 

publication follows within six to eight 

weeks. 1999 will see the end of delays at 

this stage of the procedure. 

The major chal lenge at present concerns 

the Opposit ion Division. With a little over 

18% of appl icat ions being the subject of 

one or more opposit ions (the number of 

opposit ions in relation to appl icat ions is 

close to 25%). the existing and future work

load for this division is striking, part icu

larly given that this procedure alone, be

cause of its adversarial nature, requires 

an average of twelve letters per fi le and 

must end with a reasoned decision in the 

majority of cases. The 11 850 opposit ions 

received in 1997 and 1998 already ac

count for a significant workload. Recruit

ment of staff for this division has been our 

priority throughout the year and will re

main so in the near future. 

The Boards of Appeal have had less work 

than initially forecast since only approxi

mately 250 appeals have been lodged. 

Since appea l is one of the f inal stages of 

the procedure, this situation is normal in the 

light of the initial delays experienced. Now 

that the Office has made up for the backlog, 

more than a thousand appeals should be 

expected In 1999. 

The Office's rapid start-up has clearly had 

an impact on the budget situation. The time 

elapsing between the col lection of fees 

and the implementation of procedures has 

led the Office to build up provisions [EUR 

6 million (*) in 1998] to cover the costs to be 

met In subsequent f inancial years. These 

cannot therefore be classed as structural 

surpluses. The Office has not yet com

pleted its establishment phase. As has 

been explained, the Opposition Divisions 

and the Boards of Appeal are only just be

ginning to face the onslaught caused by 

the f lood of applications received in the 

first three years. There is still not enough 

staff to dea l with the work involved, mean

ing that fixed costs are going to rise further 

as the number of trade mark applications is 

clearly on the increase. 

The Office should nevertheless be able to 

remain self-financing over the next few 

years by drawing on the provisions which 

have been built up. In 2006. the level of fees 

should be reconsidered and possibly low

ered. By then, the Office will be receiving 

the first renewal fees, but it will certainly 

also have to be handle the extra costs aris

ing from the enlargement of the Union. 

(·) The amounts given in this Annual Report are all expressd in 
euro even though the single currency has only been In opera
tion since 1st January 1999. 



However, in considering the Office 's re

sources and its operating structures, one 

fundamental principle should never be for

gotten: the duty to ensure that users are 

able to register their trade marks as easily 

as possible and at the best price. Customer 

satisfaction is the key to success. The num

ber of trade mark applications received by 

the Office is a measure of their satisfaction. 

The situation is encouraging because an in

crease of 4000 applications was experi

enced between 1997 and 1998. 

In addit ion to this, the Office maintained 

contact with the Commission and al l the in

ternational organisations concerned with 

trade marks throughout 1998. Bilateral mee 

tings were held in Alicante. The "OAMI Trade 

Mark Group" was also set up. bringing to

gether representatives of a l l the associa

tions, and it met in Alicante at the beginning 

of the year. These meetings are necessary 

and constructive as they enable proce

dures to be refined and improved, and there

fore ensure user satisfaction. 

In addition to the meetings of the Adminis

trative Board and the Budget Committee at 

which the Member States and the Commis

sion make their contribution to the smooth 

running of the Office, meetings with the cen

tral industrial property offices are also prov

ing fruitful, particularly in the field of search 

reports and the dissemination of information. 

The RESMA communications network also 

began to function in 1998 and the Office's In

ternet site was set up. It has been a year of 

consolidation for the Office, of catching up 

on backlogs and Improving procedures. It Is 

already acknowledged that the Office for 

Harmonization in the Internal Market is an 

Important tool for the unification of the inter

nal market. Its success has demonstrated its 

usefulness to the industrial and commercial 

world. Its aim remains that of serving the Eu

ropean Union and businesses. 
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Examination 

In addition to some 31 500 new applications 

received in 1998. the Examination Division 

had to handle over 54 000 applications car

ried over from previous years which had not 

yet been published or definitively refused. 

In the course of 1998. the Examination Divi

sion managed to achieve most of its objec

tives and is considered to be up to date in 

its activities, with the exception of examina

tions as to absolute grounds for refusal. Ap

proximately 7500 cases posing problems 

with regard to absolute grounds for refusal 

are still being examined. They will be the 

subject of a final decision in 1999. 

By the end of 1999. some 18 000 applica

tions are expected to be pending at various 

stages of the process, which means that 

files take approximately seven months on 

average from filing to publication of the ap

plication. 

recent application was concerned, or be

cause classification Is under discussion with 

the applicant. 

Formal examinat ion a n d examinat ion 

of abso lu te grounds for refusal 

A great effort was made in 1998 to complete 

s/r/c/o sensu examination procedures in 

order to catch up on the backlog and speed 

up publications. Approximately 53000 ex

aminations were effected in 1998, and only 

7500 difficult or recent files are still being 

dealt with and have been carried over to the 

next year (as against 40 000 last year). 

Pub l i ca t i on 

Approximately 48 000 applications were pub

lished in 1998 (as against 11 500 the previous 

year). Considerable effort was required to 

make up for the backlog created by the en

tirely unexpected flood of applications re

ceived during previous years. 

Fi l ing d a t e s 

Over 31 500 filing dates have been accorded. 

Approximately 2700 filing dates were carried 

over to the next year. The introduction of a 

summary procedure, which links the acknowl

edgement of receipt to the filing date, has 

proved to be an improvement for users, as 

they receive a reply from the Office within a 

few days of filing their application. 

C lass i f i ca t ion 

Over 36 000 classifications were 

effected over the course of the 

year. The remaining 6000 were 

carried over, either because a 

Organ isa t ion 

A huge volume of publications, clearly 

greater than the number of applications 

filed, had to be anticipated, as this was the 

only way the Office could reach normal op

erating speed. In order to achieve this, the 

Examination Division benefited from the pre

vious year's restructuring into operational 

units, as well as from the extra staff (up to 95) 

on temporary "loan" from other divi

sions of the Vice-Presidency for 

Legal Affairs. 



1 . 2 Opposition 

18.5% of applications filed have been the 

subject of an opposition in 1998 (25 % of 

applications filed if multiple oppositions are 

taken into account). 

The Opposition Division has had to process 

oppositions filed In 1997 (776) as well as those 

filed in 1998 (11 078). in other words a total 

of 11 854. Of this total. 79 oppositions were 

brought to a close in 1997 and 2371 in 1998. 

leaving 9 083 oppositions to be processed as 

of 31 December 1998. 

With regard to the work carried out In 1998. 

10 700 cases were examined for admissibility, 

and around 3600 cases require a decision 

on admissibility by the end of the year. 

As regards the languages used, approxi

mately 77% of al l opposition proceedings 

take place in English. 12% in German, 6% in 

French, 4% in Spanish and 1% in Italian. 

The missing elements are expected to be 

operational from February 1999. 

Organisation and staff 

At the beginning of 1998, four opposition 

units were operational. The majority of the 

members of staff worked part-time for the 

Examination Division until March. Further 

units were created on a regular basis, at a 

rate of one every two months. At the end of 

1998. nine units were in operation. 

Twenty-nine new recruits took up posts 

within the Division in 1998. and 62 budget 

items were al located to this Division, 48 of 

which were actually occupied by the end of 

the year (22 lawyers. 9 assistants and 17 

secretaries). Recruitment is continuing at a 

fast rate in 1999. 

ι . 2 | / ] Compute r i sa t i on 

The progressive computerisation of the Divi

sion continued over the course of the year 

and all opposition files were managed in both 

paper and electronic form. The definitive Eu

romarc module was installed in January, but 

has been parameterised in a series of stages. 

Up to October, the module was used to send 

letters and manage oppositions up to the 

commencement of proceedings. From Octo

ber 1998 the entire procedure could be 

managed, except for the payment 

of opposition fees, the checking 

of expiry dates and appeals 

filed against decisions taken. 

In December, the management 

of the fees was computerised. 



1 . 3 Cancellation 

The Cancellation Division is responsible for 

processing applications for a declaration of 

invalidity or revocation of a registered Com

munity trade mark. 

While, in previous years, the staff of the Can

cellation Division had been allocated to 

other units involved in preparing for their own 

work or in other activities of the Office in gene

ral, in 1998. however, the first applications for 

cancellation were received and processed. 

Ten applications were based on absolute 

grounds for invalidity of the trade mark and 

nine on relative grounds. Only one trade mark 

was cancelled. Eleven applications are being 

examined and have been carried over to the 

next year. 

The staff of the Cancellation Division con

tinue to be heavily involved in other activities 

of the Office, particularly with a view to ensu

ring a consistent approach to various issues 

pending before the Office. 
1 . 4 Registration 

The Register Service, which is part of the 

Legal Department, Is responsible for ma

naging the registration of Community trade 

marks and administering the Register. While 

the number of trade marks in the process of 

being registered in 1997 remained relatively 

low (513). the number achieved in 1998 (24 317) 

significantly exceeded estimates. 

It should be noted that payments of registra

tion fees are often late: out of 30 953 re

quests for payment, only 24 498 payments 

were recorded in the course of the year. 

Taking publication deadlines into account. 

15 255 registrations were published and 

13 926 certificates were sent to proprietors. 
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ι . 5 Logistical support 
for procedures 

Two new logistical services were set up in 

1998 to assist operational services. 

• Ueclinicalύ er vice 

The Technical Service of the Vice-Presi

dency for Legal Affairs is responsible for 

Community trade mark searches and as

sociated activities, such as the coding of 

figurative trade marks. It has carried out 

around 15 000 searches in the Community 

Register. As of the second half of 1998, this 

Service also became responsible for main

taining the Office's database of propri

etors and representatives, together with al l 

the details relating to this area of the pro

cedure. This centralisation is necessary in 

order to maintain the database as a whole. 

• Kjoordinalion ùervice 

The Coordination Service of the Vice-Pre

sidency for Legal Affairs is responsible for 

coordinating the various activities of the 

latter, particularly as regards recruitment 

and the distribution of tasks. The Service is 

also responsible for the internal dispatch 

of mail, which involves the allocation and 

distribution of incoming mail after it has 

been processed in the mail room. 

In 1998. the team effected around 250 000 

different dispatches. 
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jlie Cjuropean Movement Congress at líie Jtaatii· 
The Hague. 7 May 1948  750 delegates and Sir Winston Churchill advocate the unity of Europe. 
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B O A R D S 

D F A P P E A L 

Une iJoards of appeal are responsible f or decid ina on appea fs from decisions of ine ex

aminers, i/ie opposition Division, the \jancellation Division and, aeneraili/ spealana, 

procedural acts f rom inefiling to t fie registration of trade marks, ^altnouafi part of ine of

fice, t fie Jjoards act independentfu. 

The Office currently has 

three Boards of Appeal each 

one composed of a Chairman 

and two members. With the excep 

tion of the Registrar, the Boards are assisted 

by support staff, including legal assistants 

and a secretarial service. 

While activity concerning appeals was limited 

in 1997 (with a total of 20 appeals filed. 19 of 

which were still pending at the end of 1997). it in

creased considerably in 1998 (29 new inter 

partes appeals and 211 ex parte). A total of 87 

appeals were brought to a close. 10 by with

drawal of the appeal and 7 were considered 

inadmissible. With regard to decisions as to 

substance, the initial decision was confirmed in 

45 cases and reversed in 25. 

Only one decision by the 

Boards of Appeal was 

brought before the Court of First 

Instance in Luxembourg. 

The work of the Boards of Appeal is set to 

increase significantly in 1999 in view of the 

high number of negative decisions ex

pected from the Examination Division and 

the growing number of decisions taken by 

the Opposition Division. 

At the end of 1998. the average time for the ap

peals procedure between lodging the appeal 

and the end of the procedure was five and a 

half months, while the average time between 

allocation of a case to a Rapporteur and the 

final decision was three and a half months. 
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Structure 

The Legal Department is made up of the fol

lowing five services which correspond to the 

Department's main tasks: 

• the ßeyai Affairs andloiliga/ion òervice; 

• the ¿Seyisfation and Unternational ùeyat 

Affairs òervice; 

• the Jjrofessional Representation òervice; 

• tne òervice for Ine Administration of ine 

Urade JKarÁs Jieaisier; 

• the òervice for Coordination and for 

Uinancial and ò/aff Affairs. 

The Legal Department is responsible for any 

decision required under the Regulation on the 

Community trade mark which does not fall 

within the competence of an examiner, an Op

position Division or a Cancellation Division. 

The work of 
the Legal Department 

3 . 2 Preparatory work 

on legislation, legal advice 

and documentation 

In 1998. the Legal Department continued 

to prepare the general decisions and 

communications of the President of the 

Office. With regard to the guidelines on 

procedures before the OHIM ("guidelines 

on examination"), the guidelines on the 

inspection of files, interlocutory revision, 

conversion and transfer were adopted in 

1998. Draft guidelines on professional 

representation were published for the 

benefit of national offices and other in

terested parties. The preparation of 

other chapters, such as those on li

cences and surrender, is currently un

derway. 

The Legal Department was also con

sulted on various internal matters, such 

as the award and revision of contracts, 

the Office's tax status, the law relating to 

the Community civil service, and issues 

connected with the construction of the 

Office's permanent seat. It also dealt 

with numerous legal questions on the 

Community trade mark system raised by 

applicants or their representatives. 

In 1998. the Legal Department repre

sented the Office before the Court of 

First Instance of the European Commu

nities in three cases concerning litiga

tions regarding the Community civil ser

vice, and also in an appeal (the first) 

against a decision by one of Its Boards 

of Appeal, in accordance with Article 63 

of the Regulation on the Community 

trade mark. 

In the course of 1998. the Legal Depart

ment was also Involved in collecting and 

distributing, via an internal database, 

legislative documents, case law and 

legal literature relating to the work of the 

Office, in paper and electronic form. 

The following were dealt with: 

• the decisions and communications 

of the /-resident; 

• decisions given 01/ the Jjoards 

of [Appeal and the Opposition and 

Ganceffa/ion Divisions; 

• Community, national and 

international legislation on 

industriai property; 



• the case f am of the Court of justice 

and ttie Court of Uirsi Unstance concerning 

industrial properig; 

' feyafliterature puoi/shed in 

specialist journals. 

It also carried out a great number of docu

mentary searches at the request of the 

other services of the Office. 

Finally, the Legal Department is responsi

ble for establishing the content of the Of

fice's Official Journal (see section 5.1.1). 

Legis la t ive a n d in te rna t iona l af fairs 

The field of law relating to trade marks and 

designs has undergone significant legisla

tive development at two levels: that of the 

European Community on the one hand, and 

that of the World Intellectual Property Or

ganisation (WIPO) on the other. 

• Ouropean Cjommuniti/ 

Three questions presently under discussion 

in Brussels will affect the OHIM. These are: 

— the proposal for accession of the Euro

pean Community to the Madrid Protocol: 

— the Commission's proposal for a 

regulation on Community designs: 

— the prospect of enlargement of 

the European Union. 

The proposal by the Commission for a 

Council decision authorising the accession 

of the European Community to the Madrid 

Protocol and for a regulation making the 

necessary adjustments to the Community 

trade mark regulation presented in 1996 en

countered polit ical difficulties at Council 

level towards the end of 1997. No progress 

was made in the course of 1998. and it is not 

clear whether these difficulties can be re

solved in the near future. 

No discussions took place in 1998 concern

ing the Commission's proposal for a regula

tion on Community designs. On 13 October, 

however, the Directive on the legal protec

tion of designs was adopted by the Council 

and by the European Parliament (Directive 

98/71/EC of 13 October 1998). This Directive 

harmonises the legislation of the Member 

States. Adoption of this Directive is an Im

portant step towards the creation of a 

Community design, as the conditions of pro

tection will be identical. The OHIM. which at

tended the meetings of the Council's work

ing party on this question, will closely 

monitor further discussions on the proposal 

for a regulation, and undertake the neces

sary preparations for potentially setting up 

this new instrument. 

At the end of 1998. the Commission started 

negotiations on the accession of six coun

tries to the Community (Estonia. Poland, the 

Czech Republic. Hungary. Slovenia and 

Cyprus). The Office was requested to submit 

data to the Commission, and its Administra

tive Board and other interested parties were 

consulted (see "OAMI Trade Mark Group" in 

section 4 below) about the legal and organ

isational implications of accession. The 

legal implications relate to the terms on 

which existing Community trade marks will 

be extended to the new Member States and 

to the terms on which rights existing in these 

countries will be upheld. The organisational 

implications primarily concern the system 

for translating trade mark applications in all 

the Community languages and the search 

system. These Issues have also been exam

ined by the Administrative Board. 



• ISÚorfdfJnteffectual[Propertg 

Organisation (Ίΰ)97Ό) 

On 1st December 1997. Mr Kamil Idris suc

ceeded Mr Arpad Bogsch as Director Gen

eral of the World Intellectual Property Or

ganisation (WIPO), a post which the latter 

had held since 1973. The creation of stand

ing committees, replacing the former com

mittee of experts, is one of the changes 

which has since been brought about. 

j | P ro fess iona l Rep resen ta t i on 

Serv ice 

This Service, which is part of the Legal 

Department, is responsible for a l l matters 

concerning professional representation. Its 

core activity is the administration of the list 

of professional representatives authorised 

to represent clients before the Office, and 

the management of the database of ge

neral authorizations. 

There is now a Standing Committee for Trade 

Marks Legislation. Industrial Designs and 

Geographical Indications, which met for the 

first time in July 1998. At this meeting, which 

was attended by officials from the Office as 

part of the European Community's delega

tion, work on provisions concerning the pro

tection of well-known trade marks was al

most completed. These provisions may be 

put forward as a recommendation at the as

sembly of the Paris Convention, with a view 

to providing a framework for interpreting the 

provisions of the Paris Convention concern

ing well-known trade marks. 

In October 1998, a preparatory meeting for 

the diplomatic conference was devoted to 

the adoption of a new Act of the Hague 

Agreement (international deposit of indus

trial designs) and to dealing with the organ

isational and protocol aspects of the con

ference planned for June and July 1999. The 

European Community may possibly be 

party to the new treaty and attend the diplo

matic conference. The new draft Act of the 

Hague Agreement is designed to make sig

nificant improvements to the system of the 

international deposit of Industrial designs 

and to make it more attractive and also to 

ensure that it will be fully compatible with 

the future Community protection right. 

The number of professional representatives 

registered at the end of 1998 was 5196. Dis

tribution per country of origin is shown in the 

table below. 

In 1998. 238 applications for inclusion in the 

first list were received. 228 of which were 

approved. The Office issued a negative de

cision in ten cases. No appea l was f i led. 

Fifty-one representatives were removed 

from the list following their removal from the 

national register. 

At the end of 1998. a total of 33 500 general 

authorizations had been registered in the 

Country 

Denmark 

Germany 

Spain 

France 

Ireland 

Italy 

Austria 

Portugal 

Finland 

Sweden 

United Kingdom 

Benelux countries 

Total 

Number 

76 

1674 

333 

631 

91 

647 

55 

72 

41 

170 

1028 

378 

5196 



database kept by the Professional Represen

tation Service. 13 872 were added to it in 1998. 

The Service also published a Directory of 

Professional Representatives, which will be 

available on the Office's Internet site. 

3 . 2 ~7~| The Reg is te r o f Commun i t y 

t r a d e marks 

Attached to the Legal Department, the Service for the Administration of the Trade Marks Register 

has many tasks, the most important of which is the registration of trade marks which have reached 

the end of the procedure. This is the culmination of a complex procedure which involves close co

operat ion with the other administrative and f inancial services, particularly when checking payments 

and publication (see section 1.4). 

The Register Service is also responsible for a whole range of other activities. 

• Un the course of 199S, 700 requests for copies of applications or reyis/ra/ions were processed for a total of 1'500 

trade mariis. JKoreove/\ 4300 pages were produced in response to requests for copies of documents from ii/e files. 

Unis woriiis still carried out manuaiig. alliiougii new computer programs are currentlg being developed. 

1 Un t tie same gear. 1534 transfers were registered for 2090 trade marfís, 25 licences were registered for 53 trade 

marhs and 15 senioritg claims were also registered. Uinallg. 35 applications for conversion were also processed. 

Computerisation of this sector ofactivitu is at an advancedstay e of development andsnould oe completed in Ine 

course of 1999. 
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O/ose contacts and a freauent excnanae of views wiin 
'''clients ", pariicufarfi/ tnose wno reaufarfi/ use tne Com
muni 11/ trade marfsi/stem as appficants or opponents or 
parties to t fie procedure, are essentialift fie Office is to 
adopt a potici/ wnicn ta/ees f uff account of users ' needs and 
ensures transparency in the way in wnicn it operates. 

Jnese redations, wnicn are cruciai to ine Office, are liie 
direct responsibifitg of the [President andr(Jice-[Presi
dents. Jogether with the Offices main managerial staff, 
thei/ have attended numerous si/mposia, meetinas and 
conferences brinaina toaether trade marie users not fust in 
Cjurope, but tnrouanout tne worfd. ZJne purpose off fíese 
meetinas is also to promote tne Community trade mars. 



The OUfTICU ÍXõlelò newsletter, published 

every two months, constitutes α medium for 

disseminating important information on the 

operation of the Office. The editorial is re

served for key people who are interested in 

the Community trade mark and the develop

ment of industrial property in general. 

In 1998. the ΟΑΜΙ Trade Mark Group was set 

up. It met for the first time on 3 July. The meet

ings will continue at regular intervals. The 

ΟΑΜΙ Trade Mark Group comprises the thir

teen international nongovernmental bodies 

with which the Office cooperates and the Eu

ropean Commission. The examination of se

niority claims, the quality of search reports, 

questions on procedure relating to opposi

tion proceedings and the possible effects of 

the enlargement of the European Union on 

the Office's activities are amongst some of 

the issues discussed. 

The thirteen international nongovernmental bodies are: 

— Association européenne des industries de marques (AUJIí); 

— Association internationale pour la protection de ta propriété industrielle (AUJJUJ; 

— Conseil européen des fédérations de l'industrie chimique (G&UUG); 

— Committee ofXa/ionalUnsli/utes of Talen! Ufyenls (GXUTUl); 

— Cjuropean Communities Urade JRarii Association (CJCUAJ; 

— Cjuropean Jederation of J tiarmaceutical Undustries Association (CJUJUAj; 

— Uédération européenne de mandataires de ¡industrie en propriété induslrieffe (Uemipi); 

— Uédération internationale des conseils en propriété industrielle (UUCJUJ; 

— Unternational Chamoer of Commerce fUGCJ; 

— UnternationalUrademarli Association (UJCUAJ; 

— Association of Cjuropean Urade Æarlt Jroprieiors ( JKarquesJ; 

— 'Union des confédérations de f industrie et des employeurs o&urope (HI\UGCJ); 

— 'union of Cjuropean Jraciitioners in Undustrial Jropertg ('M\UU\J. 

Bilateral contacts with these nongovernmen

tal bodles have also continued. The nongo

vernmental organisations not included in the 

list above, namely the essentially national 

bodies, are also consulted in writing by the 

Office whenever guidelines or other written 

communications of general interest are being 

prepared, or for any other measures regar

ding which the Office would like to know the 

reaction of users. 
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' Discussion ofine òcnurnan pian 
Strasbourg. 1950 — Council of Europe Consultative Assembly. 
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5 . 2 Genera l information 28 

5.1 I / 1 Of f i c ia l Jou rna l 

Eleven issues of the OHIM's Official Journal 

were published in 1998 (with a single issue 

for July and August), amounting to a total of 

1440 pages. Since the first issue in 1995, the 

number of subscribers has remained 

constant at about 1500. The 

Official Journal is also sent 

to al l the national of

fices in the European 

I Union and to a num

ber of offices and 

institutions in non

member States, with 

which the OHIM main

tains and develops links 

with the aid of the Technical 

Cooperation Division. 



The Legal Department is responsible for the 

content of the Official Journal. In 1998. deci

sions and communications issued by the 

President of the Office, guidelines on pro

ceedings before the Office, certain interna

tional treaties. Community Directives and rel

evant judgments given by the Court of Justice 

of the European Communities in the field of 

trade marks were published. Various acts of 

the Administrative Board and the Budget 

Committee and important decisions given by 

the Opposition Division and Boards of Ap

peal also featured in the Official Journal. 

Lists of states party to the international 

treaties on intellectual property and new en

tries on the list of professional representa

tives constitute the rest of the contents of the 

Official Journal. 

number, filing date, trade mark, etc.) have 

been produced. 

5 . 2 General information 

5.2 | Pub l i ca t i ons on Communi ty 

t r a d e marks 

• Jne informative Gf)-UvU-iii 
on trade marks 

Production of an informative CD-ROM provi

ding information on Community trade marks 

continued in 1998. Work has continued 

throughout the year with a view to the on-line 

dissemination of this information in order to 

offer daily updates from the beginning of 

1999 under the name "CTM Download". Distri

bution of the informative CD-ROM will con

tinue until mid 1999. after which it will be per

manently replaced by "CTM Download". 

| Communi ty Trade Marks 

Bu l le t in 

• U aper edition 
In 1998, publication of the Bulletin reached 

a particularly high rate with two weekly edi

tions running to a total of 61 000 pages and 

99 issues, containing over 47 000 Commu

nity trade mark applications published in 

Part A. and over 12 000 registrations in Part 

B. Further sub-sections were added in the 

course of the year, and a Vade mecum was 

published to give more information on the 

contents of the Bulletin and other items of 

general interest. 

. C2)-iWU7['edition 
The Bulletin is also available on CD-ROM. 

Since July 1998. twenty-five CD-ROMs, offe

ring various indexed information fields (file 

Other pub l i ca t i ons con ta in i ng 

g e n e r a l in fo rmat ion 

-OuiJK9-Online 
OAMI On-line, the Office's Internet site, has 

been open since 15 October 1998 at the fol

lowing address: http://oami.eu.int. offering 

a great deal of information on the Office 

and its work. 

The main items of information on the OAMI 

On-line site are: 

— reference documents such as the regula

tions on Community trade marks and the 

President's decisions and communications: 

— the guidelines applied by the Office's 

divisions and services: 

— decisions by the Boards of Appeal and 

the Opposition Division: 

— OHIM progress reports and statistics 

on trade marks; 



— the list of professional representatives 

and international non-governmental 

bodies with which the OHIM cooperates: 

— information on the Administrative Board 

and Budget Committee, as well as the 

corresponding organigrams and useful 

contact numbers. 

The site's main features are: 

— it can be accessed in the five lan

guages of the Office: 

— it includes the forms for proceedings 

before the Office, in electronic format, 

which can be downloaded and com

pleted on a PC and then sent by fax to 

the Office. 

• Other pubfications 

— 5200 copies of the Office's Annual 

Report were printed (all five 

language versions included). 

— A multilingual version (five languages) of 

Selected instruments relating to the 

Community trade mark was published 

comprising the texts of the relevant 

Community regulations, as well as some 

of the decisions and communications of 

the President of the Office. 

— In 1998. there were six editions of the 

OJUirU-ÍXmò. vneOOimrDGGMS is 
distributed every two months as an 

annex to the Official Journal of the OHIM 

and, as in the previous year, was also 

distributed separately to a specific tar

get group, with the aim of maintaining 

close links with users and other people 

interested in the Office's work. In view of 

the success of this bimonthly newsletter, 

the circulation increased from 1000 

copies (at the end of 1996) to 3500 

copies (at the end of 1998). 

ibist of subscriptions available: 

Title/ 

Medium 

Community Trade 

Marks Bulletin 

(paper) 

Community Trade 

Marks Bulletin 

(CD-ROM) 

Off ic iaUournal of the 

OHIM (paper) 

Directory of Professional 

Representatives 1997 

(paper) 

OyiJiCUXn.kS (paper) 

Number 

of issues published 

in 1998 

99 

i 

23 

j 
i 

11 + table of 

contents '97 

1 

6 

Language 

versions 

available 

The 11 languages 

of the EU 

The 11 languages 

of the EU 

ES/DE/EN/FR/IT 

ES/DE/EN/FR/IT 

Multilingual 

Frequency 

Minimum of 

one issue per week 

Minimum of 

one issue per week 

Monthly 

Biennially: one 

edition every 

two years 

Bimonthly 
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Paris. 9 May 1950 — Orand salon de l'horloge du qual d'Orsay, where Mr Robert Schuman gave a public declaration on behalf of the government. 



Willi a view to neiahlenina awareness 

and comprehension of ine many ad

vantages offered by the Community 

trade marft system and to promote tne 

constant success it nas experienced 

since it was set up, tne Uecnnical Co

operation Division acts as tne inter

face between tne Office and tne many 

parties if deafs witn, reaardfess of 

wnetner tney are puofic or private, 

national or international bodies. 

fUn 1998, tne ongoing diafogue which 

tne Office maintained witn its part

ners in Ine õuropean Qfnion and third 

countries nas hefped to buifd tne 

confidence of tne "outside worfd" in its 

wornandto increase recoynil ¿on of tne 

Community trade mará. 

Une activities of tne Uecnnicaf Coop

eration Division expanded rapidly 

throuyhout tne year due to ine imple

mentation ofnew proarammes of in

tensive cooperation and arealer coffa

ooration witn nationaf offices, tne 

Ouropean iPatenl Office and tne 

luJUUO. Une 'Division nas afso Iahen 

part in many evenis such as seminars 

and conferences presenting and pro

moting the Community trade marh, 

and it nas organised visits for over 300 

peopfe from 30 different countries who 

fiad an interest in fearning about tne 

Community trade marÁ system. 
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β. ι I The European Community 
and Member States 

The Office maintains constant relations 

with the European Commission, particu

larly with regard to the assistance pro

grammes for third countries that the Euro

pean Community has signed with a number 

of countries in Asia and Latin America. 

The OHIM is the implementing agency for 

technical cooperation programmes con

cerning trade marks. 

systems of industrial designs in use in the 

Member States and in the countries apply

ing for membership. 

e .z | Technical cooperation 
with third countries 

Programmes of technical assistance are ei

ther already in place or are being set up with 

Vietnam. China. Argentina. India, Chile and 

some of the ASEAN countries (Association of 

South-East Asian Nations). 

In June 1998. experts from national offices 

and the Office met for the fourth time at a li

aison meeting devoted to the harmonisation 

of the various Community trade mark proce

dures. The subjects discussed at this meet

ing included the draft handbook on na

tional legislation on the Community trade 

mark, search reports, seniority and conver

sion issues and the progress achieved with 

electronic processing systems such as 

RESMA (RESeau des MArques) and the 

MECA standard. 

It was proposed that two working parties 

should be set up to give a specialised 

focus to the liaison meetings: one would 

concentrate on Community trade mark pro

cedures and practice, and the other on the 

data processing system and management 

of Community trade mark information. Liai

son meetings will be held at least twice a 

year with one meeting for each specialist 

working party. 

In December 1998, as part of the prepara

tions for setting up a Community system for 

designs, the Technical Cooperation Divi

sion requested information on national 

legislation and the technical aspects of 

Since the European Community-Vietnam pro

ject on intellectual property was launched in 

November 1996. the OHIM has been respon

sible for implementing activities relating to 

trade marks and designs. In February 1998, 

a Vietnamese delegation, headed by the 

Deputy Director General of the National In

dustrial Property Office, came on a two-day 

visit to Alicante. In September 1998. a two-

week training and study visit was organised 

at the OHIM offices for three members of the 

Vietnamese National Industrial Property Of

fice . A visit was also made to Vietnam in De

cember for the meeting of the cooperation 

programme's Management Committee. 

Progress was made in 1998 on the technical 

aspects of the cooperation programmes 

planned by the EC, the European Patent Of

fice and the OHIM with Argentina. China, 

India, Chile and some of the ASEAN coun

tries, particularly with regard to the terms of 

reference and draft budgets. Due to reasons 

beyond the control of the OHIM, however, 

these programmes have not yet. strictly 

speaking, materialised. In anticipation of fur

ther technical assistance programmes with 

Sri Lanka. Bangladesh and Pakistan, exter

nal experts, appointed by the European 



Commission visited these countries, while 

the OHIM commenced preparatory work. 

The OHIM also began preparing for pro

grammes of cooperation with the countries 

of central Europe and Cyprus, which will 

have to adopt the Community trade mark 

system on their accession to the EU. The 

OHIM proposed to the European Commis

sion a programme of activities for coopera

tion both with those countries included in the 

first wave of accession (Cyprus, the Czech 

Republic, Estonia. Hungary. Poland and 

Slovenia) and those in the second wave 

(Bulgaria. Latvia. Lithuania. Slovakia and 

Romania). These programmes entail a three

fold approach and focus on technical and 

legal cooperation activities with the national 

offices and the public and private sectors of 

the applicant countries. 

6 . 3 Technical cooperation with 
the European Patent Office 

The European Patent Office (EPO) is the 

OHIM's partner in most of the European pro

grammes of assistance to third countries in 

the field of industrial property (see section 6.2.). 

Frequent meetings were held in the course 

of the year in order to coordinate their re

spective activities. 

The OHIM and the EPO were also involved in 

various events promoting the protection of in

dustrial property rights such as PATLIB, which 

was held in May 1998 in Alicante. 

Cooperation between the OHIM and the 

EPO is symbolised by the fact that the Pres

ident of each of these organisations is in

vited to the Administrative Board meetings 

of the other. 

Bilateral cooperation with the national of

fices of third countries increased in 1998. 

particularly with the Czech Republic. Poland 

and Slovenia. Officials from the Czech Re

public's Industrial Property Office made a 

practical training visit, and a seminar on the 

Community trade mark was jointly organised 

by the EPO and the Polish Patent Office. A 

seminar on the Community trade mark for 

Slovenian civil servants, judges and univer

sity staff was also arranged and will take 

place at the beginning of 1999. 

In the course of 1998. the OHIM signed two 

memoranda, one with Japan and the other 

with Korea, with a view to strengthening coop

eration with their Industrial Property Offices. 

6 . 4 Technical cooperation 
with the WIPO 

The Technical Cooperation Division plays 

an active part on the Standing Committee 

on Information Technology (SCIT). both at 

the plenary sessions and in the working 

parties. In the course of 1998. the setting 

up of an information service on industrial 

property available on the network (WIPONet) 

was the subject of a plenary session and of 

meetings of the working party to discuss 

the technical aspects of placing this net

work in service. 

The Technical Cooperation Division ad

dressed the WIPO Academy in Geneva. In 

association with the WIPO, the Division also 

intends to set up a programme of training 

courses on trade marks for officials and ex

perts from developing countries. 
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RESOURCES 

V . I 

The Service once again experienced an in

crease in its activities In 1998 as regards 

both the recruitment, training and person

nel management sectors and the adminis

tration of individual rights sectors. 

Human resources 35 

7 . 2 

7 . 3 

7 . 4 

General administration 

Informatics 

Budget and finances 

37 

38 

39 

7 . 5 Logistical support for 

trade mark processing 40 



Recru i tment a n d Personne l 

Managemen t Sector 

• Jxecruitment 

Work in 1998 was marked by more than 80 

new recruitments (officials or temporary 

agents). In order to achieve this result, the 

sector processed more than 2350 applica

tions and 375 invitations to interview as part 

of the following selection procedures: 

— ten new selection procedures for tem

porary staff undertaken in the course 

of the year. 

— three selection procedures started pre

viously which were continued and com

pleted in the course of the year. 

— four recruitment competitions launched 

at the end of 1997. the examinations for 

which took place in the first half of 1998. 

— two transfers from Community institutions. 

The sector also administered some 55 auxil

iary contracts and 86 temporary employ

ment agency contracts. 

• Uraining 

A total of 424 individual training courses 

were provided under the nine informatics 

training programmes and the five language 

training programmes which the Office offers 

its staff. This represents an increase of 22% 

compared with 1997. 

Social administration 

• jKanagemenl of staff sefection, 

recruitment and 

career development ria f its 

Around 500 gradings were carried out in 

1998 as part of recruitment procedures (an 

increase of 123°/. in comparison with 1997), 

and 80 new personal files were put to

gether. The management of these files in

cluded the preparation of over 650 individ

ual decisions on the appointment or career 

of the Office's staff. 

• Æanaaementofn'y fits 

andobliyaiions 

The sector prepared over 120 decisions as 

part of the management of the individual 

rights of those concerned, and 110 new res

ident's permits were administered in the 

course of the year. The sector also dealt 

with a significant increase in its work in the 

areas of social economy mentioned below. 

• JKissions, absences, 

feepiny checft of worftiny flours 

The missions section dealt with 269 missions. 

The work relating to keeping check of ab

sences and working hours increased con

siderably due to the increase in the number 

of staff (+ 25"/. in comparison with 1997). 

There were two new developments in the per

sonnel management database (leave and 

education allowances). 

• JKedicaf service 

The workload associated with the adminis

tration of sickness insurance followed the 

same trend with the opening of 92 new files. 

Over 1000 medical check-ups were organ

ised during the year, and a programme of 

preventive medicine was set up. 



7 . 2 Oeneral administration 7 . 2 L ib ra ry a n d Archives Sec t ion 

7.2 | / | Con t rac t m a n a g e m e n t 

The workload of General Services increased 

with over 1300 files processed and over 200 

contracts concluded (+ 30%). 58 files of the 

Advisory Committee on Procurements and 

Contracts (ACPC) and 26 invitation to tender 

procedures conducted (+ 53%). A total of 

2600 invoices were processed (+ 30 %). 

7 . 2 Bu i l d i ngs m a n a g e m e n t 

• U ermanent seat 
The OHIM became the owner, for the token 

value of 1 peseta, of the land on which its per

manent seat is being built. The surface area of 

the land is over 26 000m2. 

On 4 February 1998. Mr Aznar, the Spanish 

Prime Minister, laid the foundation stone of 

the building. 

At the end of the year, construction of the 

building's nine-story superstructure was al

most complete. The internal partitioning and 

the installation of technical facilities (elec

tricity, air-conditioning, fire protection) on 

the four lower floors has already started and 

is making good progress. 

The library installed the Documarc computer 

system, which enables consultation of the 

catalogue and direct access to the elec

tronic text of documents from all the Office's 

work stations. 770 new works were acquired. 

73 500 new items were added to the archives, 

and 1 600 consultation requests were dealt with. 

Translat ions 

Some 5600 pages of translation were pro

cessed (sent and received at the Transla

tion Centre in Luxembourg). This represents 

a 112% increase in comparison with 1997. 

• Uemporaig seal 
The temporary seat was extended by rent

ing and fitting out an extra 2700 m2 of office 

space situated at No 13 paseo de la Ex

planada de España in Alicante. 

The buildings making up the Office's tem

porary seat now comprise 11 600 m2 of office 

space, accommodating 500 work stations 

(staff occupying permanent posts, auxiliary 

staff, local staff, temporary employment 

agency and outside staff), and 6 000 m2 of 

car-park space. 



7 . 3 Informatics 
In 1998 there was a further increase in the 

Office's workload in the four areas men

tioned below. 

7 . 3 

7.3 | / 1 Support and help-desk 

The following were installed: 
— personal computers 

— laptop computers 

— servers 

— network printers 

— local printers 

Over 12 000 calls for assistance were dealt 

with, almost two thirds of them from the ser

vices of the Vice-Presidency for Legal Af

fairs. Over 42% of the calls related to use of 

the Euromarc system. 

219 

21 

8 

46 

44 

Conso l ida t ion o f ope ra t i ons 

- 360 000 faxes were received by the Euro-

marc system (as against 140 000 in 1997), 

while the number of faxes sent increased 

from 24 000 in 1997 to 246 000 in 1998. 

- Use of the electronic mail system in

creased substantially with some 1 220 000 

messages exchanged in 1998 (as against 

200 000 in 1997). 

- The number of visits to the Internet site in

creased to 10 000 per month (4000 in 1997). 

- Technical surveys concerning the infor

matics equipment and the cabling for 

the permanent seat began in 1998 at the 

same time as work on fitting out the "Ex

planada" building of the temporary seat. 

7 . 3 

Administ rat ive m a n a g e m e n t 

The number of files dealt with in 1998 con

cerning the award and renewal of contracts 

in the field of informatics increased to 182 

(from 144 in 1997). 38 of which were submit

ted to the ACPC for consultation. Seven of 

these resulted in the publication of an invi

tation to tender In the Officiai journal of the 

European Communities. 

Deve lopmen t work 

• Ouromarc system 
The Euromarc system underwent further de

velopments with a view to making it opera

t ional at certain advanced stages of the 

trade mark application process, particu

larly concerning entries in the Register of 

Community trade marks, opposition and 

cancellation proceedings and appeals be

fore the Boards of Appeal. 

. UZÒÔJICJI sgstem 
The pilot phase of the installation of the 

RESMA system was completed in 1998. The 

equipment, lines and programs associated 

with this application were installed in the 

national offices. 

• U rior rig fits search sustem 
A final series of tests was carried out on the 

prior rights search system before it went 

into operation in July 1998. By the end of 

the year, the system had produced a total 

of 15 000 reports. 

• Curonice system 
Development of the Euronice system for sto

ring and reusing translations of terms used 

by trade mark applicants (lists of goods and 

services) in the eleven Community lan

guages started in February 1998. The IT part 



of the system was completed and testing 

started in November 1998. This system, which 

will be made available to users, will be a key 

factor in coordinating the lists of goods and 

services used. It will also make it possible to 

reduce the cost of translations. 

• (finer systems 
— Improvements were made to the finan

cial management system in the course 

of the year to enable the analyt ical ac

counts programme to be set up. 

— The library management system, re

named "Documarc". went into operation 

at the beginning of 1998 (see section 7.2.3). 

— Development of the "CTM Download" 

system for disseminating information on 

the Community trade mark directly on 

the OHIM's Internet site was completed 

in 1998 and is intended to go into oper

ation at the beginning of 1999. eventu

ally replacing the CD-ROM on the Com

munity trade mark (see section 5.2.1). 

7 . 4 Budget and finances 

7 .4 I /~~1 B u d g e t es t ima tes 

The Office's budget for the 1998 f inancial 

year was EUR 68 529 200. 

Estimated revenue deriving from the Office's op

eration amounted to EUR 65 580 675 and 

EUR 2 948 525 corresponded to the balance from 

the previous year. 

Estimated expenditure amounted to EUR 

22 233 300 for persons working with the 

Office. EUR 27 399 400 for buildings, equip

ment and other miscellaneous operating 

expenditure, and EUR 12 313 375 for ex

penditure regarding the Community trade 

mark procedure. 

The 1998 budget made provision for the 

posting of 31 757 appl icat ion fees. 24 125 

supplementary class fees, 3 000 opposition 

fees. 21 000 registration fees. 300 appea l 

fees and miscellaneous fees amounting to 

EUR 400 000. 

7 . 4 I m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f t h e b u d g e t 

In fact, revenue amounted to EUR 68 741 221 

mainly from the collection of fees and EUR 

2 948 525. corresponding to the balance from 

the previous financial year. 

During the financial year, the Office posted 

32 359 application fees, 26 185 supplemen

tary class fees, 1 316 opposition fees. 23 730 

registration fees. 173 appeal fees and miscel

laneous fees totalling EUR 65 631 951. 

In 1998 the Office also received EUR 1 312 448 

from the sale of publications. Interest totalling 

EUR 1 796 822 was received. 



Actual expenditure relating to persons work

ing with the Office amounted to EUR 20 329 914. 

EUR 20 060 401 relating to buildings, equip

ment and other miscellaneous operating 

expenditure, and EUR 12 229 513 for expen

diture relating to the Community trade mark 

procedure. The balance for the f inancial 

year amounting to EUR 19 069 918 corre

sponds to the provision constituted to en

able the OHIM to reach the year 2006 (the 

year when trade marks will start to be re

newed) without having recourse to a Com

munity subsidy. 

In 1998. the Office was able to finance itself 

for the second year running, that is to say, to 

balance the budget without having recourse 

to a subsidy from the European Community. 

7 .4 | ι 1 Work o f t h e F i n a n c i a l Serv ice 

• Ujudget Uiccounts òector 

In addit ion to its administrative tasks con

cerning the implementation of the budget, 

the Budget Accounts Sector was involved, in 

the course of the year, in drawing up two 

supplementary and amending budgets as 

well as several simulations regarding the Of

fice's f inancial perspectives. 

• UUtool 

Installation of the budget accounts system 

(SAPISPS) was completed with a series of 

tests, the training of managers and the adap

tation of administrative procedures. 

• Oenerat Uiccounts òector 

— The payment procedure for "suppliers" 

accounts was automated, while the num

ber of invoices processed increased by 

21% in comparison with the previous year, 

reaching 3000. 

— As regards "clients" accounts, 32 000 

trade mark applications were processed, 

together with the posting of the corre

sponding registration fees (approxi

mately 24 498). 

7 . 5 Logistical support for trade 

mark processing 

7.5 | Re la t i ons with a p p l i c a n t s 

a n d the i r rep resen ta t i ves 

The workload in 1998 was as follows: 

— 1 000 000 pages were received, 

scanned, then entered into Euromarc, 

in connection with the 31 000 trade 

mark applications filed in the course of 

the year and with the other stages of 

the procedure (oppositions, appeals), 

— 39 000 search reports were forwarded to 

applicants and/or their representatives, 

amounting to a total of 1 365 000 pages. 

— on average, 80 telephone enquiries 

were answered per day, totalling 15 000 

per year, 

— 35 written questions per day. totalling 

8500 per year. 

— 20 trade mark applications were filed 

directly with the Office per day, to

talling 5 000 per year. 

7 . 5 In ter face with t h e na t i ona l o f f ices 

with regard to p r o d u c i n g n a t i o n a l 

search reports 

Over 32 000 trade marks were forwarded in 

1998 to the ten central industrial property of

fices with a view to obtaining national prior 

rights search reports. 



7.5 I 3 ] Re la t ions with the Translat ion Cent re 

in L u x e m b o u r g (CdT) 

Close to 54 000 trade marks were forwarded 

for translation to the CdT over the course of 

the year. Over 58 000 translations were re

ceived (representing 175 000 pages of transla

tion) and entered in Euromarc in 1998. 

7 . 5 

7 . 5 3 

4\ Re la t i ons with the Of f ice for 

Of f i c ia l Pub l i ca t i ons o f 

t he E u r o p e a n Communi t ies 

All official publications and almost all infor

mative publications are published by the Of

fice for Publications of the European Commu

nities in Luxembourg (see sections 5.1.1 and 5.1.2). 

Eu ron ice pro jec t 

The project for storing and reusing the terms 

used in trade mark applications in the 

eleven Community languages started in 

February 1998 with the development of the 

software and continued with the validation 

of the database contents. At the end of 

1998, 211 200 words had been validated in 

the eleven official languages (see section 7.3.4). 
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/i meeting ama g from ine Congress 
The Hague. 7 May 1948 — Those participating in the European Movement Congress at a meeting away from the Congress. 

M 
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S E R V I C E F C I R T H E S E C R E T A R I A T 

FDR T H E A D M I N I S T R A T I V E B D A R D , 

B U D G E T C O M M I T T E E A N D T H E A D V I S O R Y C O M M I T T E E 

O N P R O C U R E M E N T S A N D C O N T R A C T S 

The 10th. 11th and 12th meetings of the Of

fice's Administrative Board were held in 

1998. Following a proposal put forward by 

the Chairman of the Administrative Board. 

Mr Mota Maia, the first of these three mee 

tings was held in June 1998. at the Belém 

Cultural Centre in Lisbon. The other two 

meetings were held in September and No

vember at the Office's premises in Alicante. 



The Budget Committee held its 11th and 

12th meetings under the chairmanship of 

Mr Antonini. in March and November 1998 re

spectively, also at the Office's premises. 

The Service of the Secretariat for the Ad

ministrative Board, the Budget Committee 

and the ACPC successfully organised 

these five meetings. Over 700 individual 

mailings were sent to the members and ob

servers of the Administrative Board and 

Budget Committee. The total volume of cor

respondence sent out (invitations, agen

das, information, working documents, min

utes of meetings, etc.) was close to 50 000 

pages. In addition, over 900 documents 

were sent by fax. with an average of nine 

pages per transmission. A considerable 

number of e-mails were also sent, particu

larly for the monthly forwarding of statistics 

on Community trade mark applications. 

The Service is also responsible for the in

ternal distribution of documentation (500 in

ternal mailings) as well as the updating of 

files and archives management. 

In 1998. the Service started contributing to 

the "Office Management" section of the Of

fice's Internet site (OAMI On-line) with mis

cellaneous information such as the list of 

members of the Administrative Board and 

the Budget Committee, summaries of the 

decisions taken during the meetings, etc. 

budget for 1999. These four documents, 

taken together in the five languages of the 

Office, amount to approximately 2600 pages. 

As a result of the Budget Committee's adop

tion in November 1998 of an amendment to 

Article 13 of the Office's Financial Regula

tion, the budget, establishment plan and 

the SABs are now published in the five lan

guages of the Office in the OHIM's Official 

Journal. The financial statements of the 

budget per budgetary title, chapter, article 

and item are also published in the Official 

Journal of the European Communities in the 

eleven official languages. The budget will 

be made public through OAMI On-line from 

1999 onwards. 

The Advisory Committee on Procurements 

and Contracts (ACPC) met thirteen times in 

1998. It delivered 58 opinions on reports 

submitted to it by the services of the Office 

which covered, inter alia, the fitting out of 

premises (both the five premises currently 

occupied and those of the permanent 

seat), the purchase or hire of technical and 

IT equipment and facilities, as well as the 

provision of services in the area of infor

matics, buildings security and the supply of 

temporary workers. The Service carried out 

the preparation for these meetings and wrote 

up and forwarded to members the reports, 

minutes and opinions given by the ACPC. 

In collaboration with the Financial. Budget 

and Accounts Service, it also worked on the 

five language versions of four budget doc

uments which were submitted to the Budget 

Committee during 1998. namely the two sup

plementary and amending budgets (SAB) 

for the 1998 financial year, an estimate of 

revenue and expenditure for 1999 and a 
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A N N U A L S T A T I S T I C S 

□ N C O M M U N I T Y T R A D E M A R K 

A P P L I C A T I O N S 

□ / Breakdown by origin 

□ 7 | Breakdown by country — 
European Union 

Ξ Breakdown by country — 
European Union comparative table 

m 
Ξ 
m 
□ 
Ξ 

States party to the Paris Convention (PC) 
or the World Trade Organization (WTO) 

Non members of the WTO/not party to the PC 

Classification by country. Top 30 

Breakdown by language of the appl icat ion 

Breakdown by class 

Breakdown by class, Top 42 

to Breakdown by number of classes per appl icat ion 

Β 
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Breakdown by priority 

Breakdown by seniority 
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1 A N N U A L S T A T I S T I C S 

O N C O M M U N I T Y T R A D E M A R K 

A P P L I C A T I O N S 

□ Breakdown by origin 

O R I G I N 
A P P L I C A T I O N S 

1 9 9 6 + 1 9 9 7 
% A P P L I C A T I O N S 

W O R L D 1 9 9 a 

% 
W O R L D 

% 
W O R L D 

E U R O P E A N 
U N I O N 

O T H E R S T A T E S 
PARTY TO THE PARIS 

CONVENTION OR 

THE WORLD TRADE 

ORGANIZATION I W T D ] 

41771 

27 918 

59,46 

39.74 

19 885 

11 286 

62.98 

35.75 

61 656 

39 204 

60,55 

38.50 

O T H E R S T A T E S 
A N D T E R R I T O R I E S 

S T A T E L E S S P E R S O N S 
A N D R E F U G E E S 

T O T A L 

556 0.79 401 1.27 

0.00 0.00 

70 248 100 31572 100 

957 

101 820 

0,94 

0,00 

100 

E U R O P E A N 
U N I O N 

O T H E R STATES 
PARTY TO THE PARIS 

CONVENTION OR 

THE WORLD TRADE 

ORGANIZATION (WTD) 

O T H E R STATES 
A N D T E R R I T O R I E S 

Applications 
1996 

Applications 
en 1997 

Applications 
1998 

5 000 10 000 15 000 20 000 25 000 30 000 



UK UNITED K INGDOM 

2 Breakdown by country — European Union 

A P P L I C A T I O N S °/O 
1 9 9 8 E U 

% 
W O R L D 

262 10,20 6.07 

3 501 8.38 4,98 

499 1.19 0.71 

281 10.25 6.09 

0.60 

4.73 

2.56 

0.82 

0.35 

2.81 

1.52 

0.49 

640 1.53 0.91 

1 568 3.75 2.23 

9 364 22.42 13.33 

TOTAL 

% % 
T D T A L EL) WORLD 

562 2.83 1.78 1 623 2.63 1.59 

526 2.65 1.67 1 705 2.77 1.67 

4 811 24.19 15,24 16 436 26.66 16.14 

78 0.39 0.25 228 0.37 0.22 

1 965 9.88 6.22 6 227 10,10 6.12 

2131 10,72 6.75 5 632 9.13 5.53 

289 1.45 0.92 788 1.28 0.77 

2 378 11.96 7.53 6 659 10.80 6.54 

148 0.74 0,47 397 0.64 0.39 

877 4.41 2.78 2 854 4.63 2.80 

537 2.70 1,70 1 608 2,61 1.58 

232 1.17 0.73 576 0.93 0.57 

330 1.66 1.05 970 1.57 0.95 

787 3,96 2.49 2 355 3,82 2,31 

4 234 21.29 13,41 13 598 22.05 13.35 

59.46 1 19 885 100 62,98 61 656 100 60.55 



I Breakdown by country — 

European Union comparative table 
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□ Other states which are parties to the Paris Convention (PC) 

or the World Trade Organisation (WTO) 

S T A T E S 

A L B A N I A [AL] 

A N T I G U A A N D B A R B U D A [AG] 

A R G E N T I N A CAR] 

A R M E N I A [AM] 

A U S T R A L I A [AU] 

A Z E R B A Ï D J A N [AZ] 

B A H R A I N [BH] 

B A R B A D O S [BB] 

B E L I Z E [BZ] 

B O L I V I A [BD] 

B O T S W A N A [BW] 

B R U N E I D A R U S S A L A M [BN] 

B U R K I N A F A 5 D [BF] 

C A M E R O O N [CM] 

C A N A D A [CAJ 
C E N T R A L A F R I C A N R E P U B L I C [CF] 

C H I L E [CL] 

C H I N A ( P E O P L E ' S R E P U B L I C OF) [CN] 

C O L O M B I A [CO] 

C O S T A R I C A [CR] 

C R O A T I A [HR] 

C Y P R U S tCY] 

C Z E C H R E P U B L I C ICZJ 

DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE'S REP. OF KOREA 

D O M I N I C A [DM] 

D O M I N I C A N R E P U B L I C [DO] 

E C U A D O R [EC] 

EL S A L V A D O R [SVI 

Fl D Jl [FJ] 

G A M B I A [EM] 

G H A N A [GH] 

G U A T E M A L A (ETI 

G U I N E A  B I S S A U [GW] 

HA IT I [HTÌ 

H O N D U R A S [ H N ] 

H U N G A R Y [ H U ] 

I C E L A N D [ IS] 

I N D I A [ IN] 

IRAN ( I S L A M I C R E P U B L I C OF) [IR] 

I S R A E L [IL] 

J A M A I C A U M ! 

J A P A N U P ] 

K A Z A K H S T A N [KZ] 

K E N Y A !KEI 

KUWAIT [KW] 

LATVIA [LV] 

L E S O T H O [LS] 

L I B E R I A [LR] 

LIBYA [LY] 

L I E C H T E N S T E I N [LI] 

L I T H U A N I A [LT] 

[ K P ] 

APPLICATIONS 

1 9 9 6 + 1 9 9 7 

0 

1 

0 

0 

6 

30 

1 

1 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

32 

39 

7 

1 

26 

2 

0 

20 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

30 

51 

4 

222 

2 137 

0 

to 

0 

0 

0 

1 

% 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.02 

0.11 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.02 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.11 

0.14 

0.03 

0.00 

0.09 

0.01 

0.00 

0.07 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.11 

0.02 

0.18 

0.01 

0.80 

7.65 

0 01 

0.00 

0.04 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0,29 

0.00 

% 
WORLD 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.04 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.05 

0.06 

0.01 

0.00 

0.04 

0.00 

0.00 

0.03 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.04 

0.07 

0.01 

0.32 

3.04 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.12 

0.00 

APPLICATIONS 

I 9 9 B 

0 
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0 

0 

1 

8 

0 
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0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

25 

10 

3 

0 

15 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

3 

9 

19 

2 

151 

769 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

31 

0 

% 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.07 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.02 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.22 

0.09 

0.03 

0.00 

0.13 

0.00 

0.00 

0.02 

0.00 

coi 

0.00 

0.00 

0.07 

0.00 

0.00 

0.03 

0.08 

0.17 

0.02 

1.34 

6.81 

0.00 

0.02 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0,27 

0.00 

% 
W O R L D 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.03 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.08 

0.03 

0.01 

0.00 

0.05 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.03 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.03 

0.02 

0.06 

0.01 

0,48 

2,44 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.10 

0.00 

TOTAL 

0 

1 

0 

0 

7 

38 

1 

2 

0 

8 

0 

0 

0 

57 

49 

10 

1 

41 

2 

0 

22 

0 

1 

0 

0 

9 

0 

1 

4 

39 

% 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.02 

0.00 

0.10 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.02 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.15 

0.12 

0.03 

0.00 

0.10 

0.01 

0.00 

0.06 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.02 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.10 

% 
W O R L D 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0 00 

0.04 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.Ü0 
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0.05 j 

0.01 | 

0.00 I 
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0.00 | 
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70 

6 

373 

2 906 
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1 
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□ [cont.] 

S T A T E S 

M A C A U [ M O ] 

M A C E D O N I A (THE F O R M E R Y U G O S L A V REP. OF) [M 

M A D A G A S C A R [ M G ] 

M A L A W I [ M W ] 

M A L A Y S I A [ M Y ] 

M A L D I V E S [ M V ] 

M A L I [ M L ] 

M A L T A [ M T ] 

M A U R I T A N I A [ M R ] 

M A U R I T I U S [ M U ] 

M E X I C O [ M X ] 

M O L D O V I A ( R E P U B L I C O F ) [ M D ] 

M O N A C O [ M C ] 

M O N G O L I A [ M N ] 

M O R O C C O [ M A I N _ ^ ^ ^ _ _ _ ^ ^ _ _ ^ _ _ 

M O Z A M B I Q U E [ M Z ] 

M Y A N M A R [ M M ] _ _ ^ ^ ^ _ _ ^ ^ ^ _ 

N A M I B I A [ N A ] 

N E T H E R L A N D S A N T I L L E S [ A N ] 

N E W Z E A L A N D [ N Z ] 

N I C A R A G U A [ N I ] 

N I G E R [ N E ] 

N I G E R I A I N G ] _ ^ ^ ^ _ _ ^ _ _ ^ ^ _ _ _ 

N O R W A Y [ N O ] 

P A K I S T A N [ P K ] 

P A N A M A [ P A ] 

P A R A G U A Y [ P Y ] 

P E R U [ P E I 

P H I L I P P I N E S [ P H ] 

P O L A N D [ P L ] 

Q A T A R [ O A ] ^ 

R E P U B L I C O F K O R E A [ K R ] 

R O M A N I A [ R O ] ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

R U S S I A N F E D E R A T I O N [ R U ] 

R W A N D A [ R W ] ^ ^ ^ 

S A I N T K I T 1 S A N D N E V I S [ K N ] 

S A I N T L U C I A [ L C ] 

S A I N T V I N C E N T A N D T H E G R E N A D I N E S [VC] 

S A N M A R I N O [ S M ] 

S E N E G A L [ S N ] 

S I E R R A L E O N E [ S L ] 

S I N G A P O R E [ S G ] 

S L O V A K I A [ Ξ Κ ] 

S L O V E N I A [ S I ] 

S O U T H A F R I C A [ Z A ] 

S R I L A N K A [ L K ] 

S U D A N [ S D ] 

S U R I N A M E [ S R ] 

S W A Z I L A N D [ Ξ Ζ ] 

S W I T Z E R L A N D [ C H ] 

S Y R I A [ S Y ] 

T A N Z A N I A [ T Z ] 

T A D J I K I S T A N [ T J ] 

T H A I L A N D [ T H ] 

T O G O [ T G ] 

T R I N I D A D A N D T O B A G O Γ Τ Π 

T U N I S I A [ T N ] 

T U R K E Y n - R ] 

T U R K M E N I S T A N [ T M ] ^ ^ ^ ^ 

U G A N D A [ U G ] 

U K R A I N A [ U A ] 

U N I T E D A R A B E M I R A T E S [ A E ] 

U N I T E D S T A T E S O F A M E R I C A [ U S ] 

U R U G U A Y [ U Y ] 

U Z B E K I S T A N [ U Z ] 

V E N E Z U E L A [ V E ] 

V I E T N A M [ V N ] 

Y U G O S L A V I A I Y U 1 

Z A I R E ( D E M . R E P . O F T H E C O N G O ) [ZR /CD1 

Z A M B I A [ Z M ] 

Z I M B A B W E [ Z W ] 

T O T A L 

APPLICATIONS 

1 9 9 6 + 1 9 9 7 
% 

W O R L D 

A P P L I C A T I O N S 

1 9 9 B 

% 
W O R L D 



O T H E R S T A T E S 

A N D T E R R I T O R I E S 

5 Non members of the WTO/not party to the PC 

T O T A L 

□ Classification by country. Top 30 



□ Breakdown by language of the application 

Ο
ι/ 

fr 

1 

F I R S T 
L A N G U A G E 

E N G L I S H 

G E R M A N 

D U T C H 

S P A N I S H 

F R E N C H 

I T A L I A N 

S W E D I S H 

D A N I S H 

F I N N I S H 

P O R T U G U E S E 

G R E E K 

I R R E G U L A R I T Y 

( N D T D E F I N E D ) 

T O T A L 

A P P L I C A T I O N S 
1996+1997 

30 029 

14 039 

8 110 

4 724 

4 717 

4 255 

1755 

1406 

605 

460 

146 

2 

70 2 4 8 

% 

42.75 

19.98 

11.54 

6.72 

6.71 

6.06 

2.50 

2.00 

0.86 

0.65 

0.21 

0.00 

100 

A P P L I C A T I O N S 
199S 

13 670 

5 771 

2 692 

2 272 

2 622 
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623 
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64 

0 

3 1 5 7 2 

% 

43.30 

18.28 

8.53 

7.20 

8.30 

7.67 

2.77 

1.97 

1.05 

0.73 

0.20 

0.00 

100 

T O T A L 

43 699 

19 810 

10 802 

6 996 

7 339 

6 675 

2 631 

2 029 

935 

692 
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2 

101 8 2 0 

% 

42.92 

19.46 

10.61 

6.87 

7.21 

6.56 

2.58 

1.99 

0.92 

0.68 

0.21 

0.00 

100 

ft) 

fr 

δ* 

§ 
o ft) 

1 

S E C O N D 
L A N G U A G E 

A P P L I C A T I O N S 
1 9 9 6 + 1 9 9 7 % 

APPLICATIONS 
1 99B 

16 306 

9 320 

2 518 

1 717 

1711 

0 

% 

51.65 

29.52 

7.98 

5.44 

5.42 

0.00 

T O T A L 

53 222 

29 618 

8 896 

5 557 

4 472 

55 

% 

52.27 

29.09 

8.74 

5.46 

4.39 

0.05 

E N G L I S H 

F R E N C H 

S P A N I S H 

G E R M A N 

I T A L I A N 

I R R E G U L A R I T Y 

( N O T D E F I N E D ) 

T D T A L 

36 916 

20 298 

6 378 

3 840 

2 761 

55 

70 2 4 8 3 1 5 7 2 100 101 8 2 0 100 



1
 Breakdown by class 

C L A S S 

A P P L I C A T I O N S 

1 9 9 6 + 1 9 9 7 % 

A P P L I C A T I O N S 

1 9 9 B % °o 

Irregularity 
(not defined) 

TOTAL 

4 623 

5 436 

5 

■ 
■ 

6 

7 

8 

9 

■ 
■1 10 

11 

12 

1 594 6 217 

170 915 



Breakdown by class. Top 42 
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16 
25 

41 

35 

5 

3 
7 
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28 

1 
18 

29 

38 

11 

36 
37 
12 
6 

10 
20 

39 
32 

21 

33 
14 

24 
17 

19 
31 

8 
2 

34 

26 
27 

22 

15 
23 

13 

A P P L I C A T I O N S 

1 9 9 6 + 1 9 9 7 

19 715 

12 329 

A P P L I C A T I O N S 

% 1 9 9 B 

11.53 

7.21 | 

9 512 

5 566 

% 

12.02 

7.03 

A P P L I C A T I O N S 

1 9 9 6 + 1 9 9 7 + 1 9 9 3 

29 227 

17 895 

% 

11.69 

7.16 | 

6 743 5,95 | 3 790 4.79 10 269 4.11 

6103 3,57 | 2 724 3.44 8 827 5.55 j 

5190 5,04 | 2 359 2.98 7 282 2.91 j 

4 773 2,79 | 2 092 2,64 

4 330 2.55 | 2 034 2,57 

6 807 2.72 | 

6 224 2,49 1 

4114 2.41 | 1822 2.30 

3 896 2.28 | 1717 2.17 

6 021 2,41 1 

5 620 2.25 

EZSS mm mmm Η Ε Ε Ξ Ι 
3 591 2,10 j 1594 2.01 5 082 2.05 j 

3 265 1,91 j 1476 1.87 4 896 1.96 | 

KEU IBI 
3 209 1.88 j 1410 1.78 4 672 1.87 1 

2 927 1.71 | 1263 1,60 4 283 1.71 | 

ι 
2 635 1.54 j 1203 1,52 3 838 1.55 | 

EE3 I 
2 436 1,45 [ 1087 1.37 3 380 1,54 j 

wnm ι 
2 088 

MEM 
1522 

1 199 

867 

780 
731 

376 
233 

1.22 | 

0,89 | 

0,70 | 

0.59 

0.51 
0.46 

0.43 

0.22 

0.14 

924 

600 

441 

349 

325 
309 

164 

1.17 

0.76 

0.56 

0.44 

0.41 
0.39 

0.21 
0.21 

3123 
2 487 
2 087 

1 640 

1 176 

1 056 

540 

1.25 

0.99 

0.85 f 
0.75 

0.66 

0.47 

0.45 
0.42 

WBBM 
0.22 

I 



IO Breakdown by number of classes per appl icat ion 

N U M B E R O F 

CLASSES 

1 

3 

5 

* 
7 

* 
9 

11 

A P P L I C A T I O N S 

1996+1997 

30 155 

18 775 

3 805 

2 019 

1188 

755 

482 

266 

199 

210 

% 

42.93 

26.73 

5.42 

2.87 

1,05 

0.38 

0.28 

0.30 

A P P L I C A T I O N S 

199S 

12 936 

5197 

8 699 

1916 

1 066 

642 

303 

213 

118 

81 

% 

40.97 

16.46 

27.55 

6.07 

3,38 

2.03 

0.96 

0.67 

0.37 

0.26 

TOTAL 

43 091 

16 703 

27 474 

5 721 

3 085 

1 8 3 0 

1 038 

695 

384 

268 

291 

% 

42.32 

16.40 

26.98 

5,62 

3.03 

1,80 

1.02 

0,68 

0.38 

0,26 

0.29 

13 

14 

15 

87 

65 

0,12 

0.12 

0.09 

43 

29 

32 

0.14 

0.09 

0.10 

130 

97 

0.13 

0.11 

0.10 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

43 

28 

28 

24 

21 

7 

0.06 

0.04 

0.03 

0.03 

0.01 

21 

8 

20 

10 

8 

5 

3 
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0.03 

0.06 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 
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0.01 

64 

36 

48 

34 

24 

26 

10 
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26 11 0.02 5 0.02 16 0.02 
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28 

29 
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31 
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40 

41 

42 

I rregulari ty 
(not defined) 
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2 

2 

0 

2 

5 

0 

■■ 
1 
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70 248 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 
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0 

0 

1 

0 

m 
2 

0 
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5 
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0.00 
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0.00 

0.01 

0.01 
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100 

2 

2 

1 

2 

8 

2 

m 
2 

91 
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101 820 
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0.01 

0.00 
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0.00 
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// Breakdown by type of trade mark 

T Y P E 

W O R D M A R K 

F I G U R A T I V E M A R K 

T H R E E - D I M E N S I O N A L M A R K 

O T H E R 

T O T A L 

A P P L I C A T I O N S 
1 9 9 6 + 1 9 9 7 * 

45165 

23 746 

625 

712 

70 2 4 8 

% 

64.29 

33.80 

0.89 

1.01 

100 

A P P L I C A T I O N S 
1 9 9 B 

19 934 

11 111 

388 

139 

31 5 7 2 

% 

63.14 

35.19 

1.23 

0.44 

100 

T O T A L 

65 099 

34 857 

1 013 

851 

101 8 2 0 

% 

63.94 

34.23 

0.99 

0.84 

100 

ÎEuromarc. 04.03.1996. 

Breakdown by priority 
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397 
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42 

24 

13 

5 

2 

5 

3 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

70 248 

% 

81.24 

17.83 

0.56 

0.22 

0.06 

0.03 

0.02 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 
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A P P L I C A T I O N S 
1 9 9 B 
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7 844 
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60 

21 

8 

11 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

31 572 

% 

74.22 

24.84 

0.60 

0.19 

0.07 

0.03 

0.03 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 
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100 

T O T A L 

80 558 

20 384 
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63 

32 

24 

5 

2 

6 

4 

2 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

0 
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% 
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0 00 
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ÎEuromarc, 04.03.1998. 



/ ί Breakdown by seniority 

ÎEuromarc. 04.03.1998. 
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1 Peter LAWRENCE 
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6 

Department of Enterprise. Trade and Employment 

Department of Enterprise. Trade and Employment 
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Ministère de l'économie 

Ministère de l'économie 

Ministerie van Economische Zaken 

Ministerie van Economische Zaken 

Österreichisches Patentamt 
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CENTRAL INDUSTRIAL 

PROPERTY OFFICES 

OF 

THE MEMBER STATES 

BELGIQUE/BELGIË 

Office de Ια Propriété industrielle 

Administration de la Polit ique commerciale 

Ministère des Affaires économiques 

B O U L E V A R D E M I L E J A C Q M A I N 1 5 4 

B  1 Q D D B R U X E L L E S 
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Bestuur Handelsbeleid 
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E M I L E J A C Q M A I N L A A N 1 5 4 
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